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April 10, 2022   Palm/Passion Sunday 

Mailing/Offices: 103 E. Cedar Street, Anamosa IA 52205 Website: www.stpaulanamosa.com  Fax: (319) 462-4843 
 

The Pulse Deadline is noon on Monday for the upcoming Wednesday/Sunday Pulse.  

What Does the Lenten Season Mean to You? 
As the Stewardship Committee, we have been exploring the meaning of Lent 
at St. Paul Church. To tackle this discussion, we felt it would be helpful for 
the youth to share what their thoughts are of Lent. We asked the youth to 
answer these five questions 
  

1:  If you could come up with a new symbol or logo for Lent, what would it look like? 
• “If I would come up with a new logo it would be some kneeling with their arms out with food on a 

plate in one hand and a open bible in the other” 
• “I'm going to stick with the cross.” 
• “It would say “Get Hooked on Jesus” and have a fishing net in the water” 
 
2:  What does Lent mean to you? 
• “Lent is like somewhere you can go to learn more about what happened in that time period, and you 

can also have a full stomach while doing so.” 
• “Preparing for Jesus' death and resurrection.” 
• “Lent is a time for us to turn our focus to Jesus and think of how he resisted the temptations of 

this world.” 
 
3:  What do you give up for Lent, or take anything on? 
• “Pop I gave up pop.” 
• “Pop” 
 
4:  Do you and your family have any special Lenten traditions? 
• “No we do not but on occasion we sometimes would fast.” 
• “Going to the Wednesday Lenten Portrayal services and sometimes eating fish on Fridays.” 
• “Attending the Wednesday portrayals has become part of our family’s Lenten traditions.  We also 

have saved our live Christmas tree, cutting off the branches and forming a cross out of the 
trunk.  We drape the cross in purple and put this cross in our yard the week before Easter. On 
Easter morning, we change the purple cloth to a white one.” 

 
5:  If a friend asked you to summarize Lent in one word or phrase, what would you say? 
• “Redemption.” 
• “Sacrifice.” 
• “Return to Jesus” 
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Thankful for our First Communion young People and their families 

who were able to come and take part in our Retreat this past 
Thursday and Saturday.  We are also very thankful and blessed to 

have Pastor Rodney there to help bake the Communion Bread, show 
the young people the different colors /seasons of the church 

through the colors of his Alb and remind them about their Baptism 

through the Color of his Stole. Please help us in congratulating 
these young people as they take this next step in their faith 

journey by taking the Holy Sacrament of Communion.  

Korbin Vavricek &  
Kinsley Hamblin 

Harper Paulsen, Bentley Paulson,  
Haley Paulson & Morgan Austin  
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We are looking for families who would Love to have their yard “egged”. We will have 1 dozen eggs 
(for each child) hidden around your yard and 1 empty egg to represent the Empty tomb. There is no 
cost to this but we ask if you feel the need to donate you do so to the general giving which will go 
back into the mission of our church. The youth will end the night with a glow in the dark egg hunt 
after dusk. Please email me (Kaileen Weaver) or call the office to sign-up to Be Egged.  If you know 
of a family that would benefit from this please have them reach out to me and I will add them to 
the list and make sure we have their address. We are wanting to stick to Jones County families. 
Please feel free to reach out if you have Any questions!  
Egging will take place after dusk on Saturday, April 16th. 
Kaileen Weaver– 951-553-5728   cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com  

Last year the youth along with pastor, a few parents and myself went around after dusk and “egged” 
members of St. Paul who had signed up along with a couple we surprised. We hid a dozen eggs and one 
empty egg to represent the empty tomb. It was a great time of fun and fellowship and after we 
ended the night at my house with a glow in the dark egg hunt for our youth.  Please email me (Kaileen 
Weaver) or call the office to sign-up your youth and let me know  if you would be willing to drive a 
group of young people to 2-3 houses. This activity is for our 7th-High School aged kids or any college 
students who would like to join us. The activity will start at 6:30pm at the Church with bags, ladder 
ball and pizza  before we go out egging. Please reach out if you have Any questions. If you know of a 
family that would benefit from this please have them reach out to me and I will add them to the list 
and make sure we have their address.   
 
Saturday, April 16th @ 6:30pm  
Meet at the Church in the C.E. building parking lot  
Pick-up at: Kaileen Weaver’s house– 104 Nasinus Rd. Anamosa @10pm 

Calling all kids who are coming to celebrate the Good News with us on Easter! 
We will have a Special Egg Hunt after the 10:30 service. Come learn  what 
makes Easter so special and why our Hunt is different then others. After the 
Hunt turn in your eggs for a special bag of goodies.  
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Please Pray for the Following 
(Why people want prayers isn’t important, the prayers are!) 

 

For healing and comfort for all in need 
especially, Aydin Weaver, Dorothy Kula, 
Jerry Stolte, Ed Allaire, Vicki Schuman, 
Nick Hartelt, for peace, for those affected by 
adverse weather and the refugees 
everywhere. To add a name call or email Lois at 462-
4841/stpaulanamosa@gmail.com. Names will be listed 
for 4 weeks and may be renewed.    

 

Introduction:  Christ changed in order to be raised: how are 

you being called to change?” Today we follow Christ from 
triumphal entry to the cross, each waypoint of the 
journey marked by Jesus’ compassion for those who 
would betray, mock, accuse, or do violence to him. 
Though persecuted and beaten, Jesus the Son of God is 
not disgraced; instead, he asks forgiveness for those 
who put him to death. We have walked the Lenten 
pathway these forty days, each of us invited through 
baptism to “let the same mind be in you that was in 
Christ Jesus.” We enter this holy week accompanying 
Jesus to the cross with both grief and thanksgiving in 
our hearts, trusting in God’s redeeming love. 

When you are shopping: The kitchen 
needs to restock these items, please drop 
off a few items if you can. Your donation is 
appreciated: Ziplock bags— quart and 
gallon; Dawn dish soap; Bleach; Tin foil; 
Parchment paper; Salt; Pepper; White 
Vinegar; Soft scrub; Scrubbies; Clorox wipes; 
and Dish rags 
 

GriefShare is available upon request. 
Please contact Nancy Douglas if interested 
319-551-3358.  
 

AA meets in the lower level of the CE 
building on Tuesday evenings at 7:00 pm.  
 

Jones County Food Bank: To donate 
money, checks should be written to Jones 
County Community Food Bank and mailed 
to 105 Broadway Place, Anamosa IA 52205. 
Items needed this week: canned vegetables, 
canned fruits, beef stew, Mac & Cheese and 
personal care items. Please place items in 
the back of the church for collection by St. 
Paul volunteers OR call the Food Bank to 
make your own delivery arraignments 
(462-4343) 
 
 
OFFICE HOURS: Monday 9-2; Tuesday 
8:30-1:30; Wednesday 9-2; Thursday 9-2; 
Closed Friday 

Bread Bakers:  
April, First Communion Families 
May, Pat Merritt 
 

Deliver Food to Food Bank:  
April, Barb Kleis 
May, Ralph & Sandra Andresen 

The Triumphal Entry and Palm Procession:  Luke 19:28b-40   
The Message 
 Would you expect to hail your Messiah riding on the colt of a 
donkey? Strange as it may seem, that is exactly what the Jewish 
followers of Jesus did because they knew the sign that had been 
given them by Zechariah the prophet: “Behold, your king comes to 
you; triumphant and victorious is he, humble and riding on a donkey, 
on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 
 Picture yourself among a crowd of thousands gathered on the 
hillside outside the eastern walls of Jerusalem called the Mount of 
Olives. You’re gathering there because the feast of Passover is 
quickly approaching and over a million people will stream to the city 
this week to offer sacrifice at the Temple and gather for worship. 
Suddenly, someone in the crowd shouts out, “He’s coming; the 
Messiah is coming!”  People begin to sing Psalms of praise “Blessed 
is he (the king) who comes in the name of the Lord (118:26)!!!!”  
The shouting becomes a din as the excitement grows. People place 
their cloaks (their most prized possessions) on the ground in 
reverence for the king. {Ironically, Luke doesn’t mention palm 
branches because they were a highly charged political symbol of 
nationalism, and Jesus’ mission was not Israel’s sovereignty but the 
establishment of God’s Kingdom. Luke was avoiding conflict with 
the Roman Empire because his community was trying to live 
peacefully in it.} Bodies are pressed together as they strain to see; 
singing and shouting leads to dancing and praising God. In fact, the 
rejoicing is so great because the entire cosmos has joined in; the 
world is being created anew as the reign of the Messiah is ushered 
in; even the stones are ready to cry out with joy, and there are a lot 
of stones on the Mt. of Olives. 
 Our procession with palms today is a commemoration of the event 
in which the Kingdom of the Messiah was proclaimed. But it is not 
just an event of the past. Our  
procession again proclaims the Kingdom of the Messiah. It is here, 
now. 

How do you respond to the presence of your awaited Messiah?  
The Jewish leaders tell Jesus to quiet (rebuke) his disciples 

because they were afraid the Romans would see this as a situation 
ripe for riot. If that were the case, the Roman military would be sent 
in to quell the crowd, and that always meant bloodshed.  
 

 Reading I:  The Book of the Prophet Isaiah 50:4-7 The Message 
 In this third “servant song,” it is not clear whether Isaiah is 
referring to himself and the woeful life of a prophet, or the nation of 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g
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Taped services are found on St. Paul 
website, St. Paul YouTube page or St. 
Paul Facebook page.  

Wednesday, April 6 

 5:00pm Worship Service 
   Greeter: Marge Bohlken 
   Reader & Prayers:  Polly Chalstrom 
   PowerPoint: Darcie Tenley 
 5:15-6:30pm Lenten Meal 

 6:15pm Worship Service (with WD4) 
   Greeter: WD4 
   Reader & Prayers: WD4 
   PowerPoint: WD4 
 

Sunday, April 10  Palm/Passion Sunday 

 8:30am Worship 
  Comm Prep: Dee Ihlenfeldt 
  Greeter:  Chrisman family 
  Reader & Prayers: Chrisman Family 
  PowerPoint: Chrisman Family 
 10:30am Worship 
  Comm Prep: Barb Wilson 
  Greeter: Robertson Family 
  Reader & Prayers: Kristy Robertson 
  PowerPoint: Ruby Robertson 
 

Monday, April 11 
Staff Retreat Day (OFFICE CLOSED) 

 6:30pm Council Meeting  
 

Tuesday, April 12 

 1:30pm Scripture study  
 Grief Support by request, call Nancy Douglas 
 7:00pm AA— LL CE building  
 

Wednesday, April 13 
  No WD4 — No Evening Service 
 

Thursday, April 14 Maundy Thursday 

 6:00pm Evening Service 
 

Friday, April 15  Good Friday 

 6:00pm Evening Service 
 

Sunday, April 17  Easter Sunday 

 6:20am Sunrise Service Rotary Lodge 
 8:30am Easter Service 
  Comm Prep: Wilma Anderson 
  Greeter:  Don/Deb Hardersen 
  Reader & Prayers: Don or Deb Hardersen 
  PowerPoint: Grant Lubben 
 10:30am Easter Service 
  Comm Prep: Ralph & Sandra Andresen 
  Greeter: Ralph & Sandra Andresen 
  Reader & Prayers: Ralph Andresen 
  PowerPoint: Sally Clapp 
 
 
Monday, April 18 
Easter Break (OFFICE CLOSED) 
 

Tuesday, April 19 Office open at 8:30 A.M. 

Israel and its challenging mission to the sinful (non-believing) 
world. In either case, it is clear that Isaiah sees the true disciple/
prophet as anyone who perseveres in the face of adversity without 
concern for self-preservation. God works in the earthiness of his 
(our) existence. Unlike people today who often seek to relegate 
God to a Sunday obligation or a churchy place, this Hebrew 
prophet reminds us that God works in the daily routines of our 
lives, in our workplaces and athletic competitions, in our T.V. 
watching and conversation, in our suffering and joy. The 
interaction between this prophet, or the nation of Israel, and God 
is one of body-and-Spirit together in the world. It is easy to see 
how this reading is often used as a predictor for Jesus’ mission on 
earth. He did not stop teaching the people about the Kingdom of 
God when he was threatened because he believed that any 
humility he endured would lead to honor from the Father through 
resurrection (new life). 
 

Psalm 31:9-16         
 
Reading II:  St. Paul’s letter to the Christians in Philippi, 
Greece 2:5-11  The Message 
 How do you encourage people facing hardship and suffering 
because of their faith? Paul chose this hymn to offer hope to this 
early Christian community in northern Greece by recalling that the 
Messiah whom they follow also suffered, and his suffering was a 
result of his humility. 
 This particular passage includes several significant 
Christological ideas  (words or beliefs about who Jesus the Christ 
was). First of all, Paul implies that Jesus was with God from the 
beginning. The Greek word Paul used to refer to Jesus, translated 
here “Lord,” was the translation of the Hebrew word for God. 
Paul was equating the two by citing the title placed on Jesus by 
God Himself, “a name which is above every name: Lord.” 

Second, Paul points out that Jesus was not simply God putting 
on an act and pretending to be human. There is no salvation in 
that. Rather, Jesus was God fully emptied (kenosis), and instead of 
grasping at equality with God (the sin of Adam and Eve), Jesus 
entered fully into the human experience so he could show us the 
way to the Father and how to live in the Kingdom of Heaven 
today. His suffering teaches us about our own lives and the nature 
of suffering; his hope in God throughout his passion is the same 
hope available to us in our faith relationship. Jesus chose to enter 
into suffering at the hands of wicked people not out of some blind 
sense of duty, to fulfill a debt to the Creator, nor due to despair 
and sorrow. Jesus suffered so that God’s glory could be revealed 
in the new life of the resurrection. Viewed from this perspective, 
suffering has the possibility of being endured for the glory of God 
and to come to know ultimate love. 
 On a practical level, we can also realize that Paul was 
challenging the prevailing  thoughts founds in this Roman port 
city. Many of the folks were retired Roman military personnel 
who would willingly participate in the cult of Caesar. In this 
passage, we hear Paul deliberately using images from the cult to 
Caesar (bend the knee, mention of the empire, the title Lord) and 
applying them to Jesus. The choice was not a simple one because 
those who chose to follow Jesus as Lord were committing an act 
of treason against the Roman Empire, a crime punishable by 
death. 
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 Gospel:  Luke 22:14 – 23:56 
 Although today’s account ends prior to the 
resurrection event, we hear the story as a whole, 
recognizing that the passion led to Jesus’ ultimate 
victory over death in the resurrection. It is good news 
filled with the pain and sin inherent in human 
dynamics. 
 As you hear the Passion narrative, you might pick 
up some prominent themes that have been presented 
in the gospel readings from Luke these past few 
months. Among these are:  the Jewish expectations 
for a Messiah are turned upside down- -the wealthy 
and powerful of the world (hear Pharisees, 
Sadducees, Chief Priests, and prominent Roman 
leaders) are brought low while the poor and outcasts 
are honored; the Last Supper becomes an opportunity 
for Jesus to teach about what it means to be his 
follower; Jesus displays compassion and the wideness 
of God’s mercy even as he is being destroyed when 
he comforts the mourning women and later from the 
cross asks forgiveness for his persecutors.  
 Why did Jesus’ followers struggle so intensely 
with following him to the end? Why did they struggle 
to believe? We need to recall how offensive a 
crucifixion was to the Jewish idea of a powerful, 
triumphant Messiah. The cross was an instrument of 
torture, a symbol of shame and humiliation. Even 
more, it was a sign of being cursed by God. For the 
Jew awaiting a Messiah who would overthrow the 
occupying Roman forces (i.e. the hope of Judas 
Iscariot and the Zealots), or a Messiah who would 
demonstrate God’s power and victory and 
righteousness, or a Messiah who would bring about 
peace and justice, the crucifixion represented 
disastrous failure. For the Jewish people of Jesus’ day 
(which included the Apostles and disciples) the idea 
of a suffering servant for a messiah was a 
contradiction in terms. It didn’t fit their imaginations 
nor religious categories. For Luke’s community, it 
may have been the ultimate overcoming of the Roman 
violence and oppression.  
 Some additional information:   
• The Passover feast celebrated annually by the Jews 

on the 14th day of Nisan, commemorated their flight 
from Egypt and the passing over of the angel of 
death. It is a proclamation of hope, freedom, and 
new life and at the center of their faith.  

• The “hour” refers to the beginning of the Passover 
meal, but metaphorically refers to times when 
God’s glory is revealed in Jesus’ passing over, most 
specifically in his death.  

• The discussion of bags and swords is also 
metaphorical. Jesus is not advocating violence, 
rather he is calling them to spiritual preparedness 
for the conflict into which they are about to enter. 
Jesus uses references to material realities when 
speaking about spiritual realities; unfortunately, the 

disciples often do not make the connection, as in 
this case when a servant’s ear is severed.  

• Peter, James and John are not separated from the 
rest of the disciples when they go to the Mount of 
Olives to pray but act as symbols of the whole 
group, in fact, the entire church, who need the 
strength given through prayer.  

• Herod is not the same Herod the Great of Jesus’ 
infancy narrative. This is one of his sons, Herod 
Antipas, who also had John the Baptist executed. 
He does not condemn Jesus and together with 
Pilate becomes a witness to Jesus’ innocence.  

• Jesus tells the women to weep for Jerusalem and 
her suffering children. This would have been 
particularly poignant to the early hearers of this 
gospel because it was written shortly after 
Jerusalem had been destroyed by the Romans in 70 
C.E. Some concluded this was divine retribution 
for killing the Messiah, Jesus.  

• The repentant criminal and unnamed centurion 
represent all of us. They are outcasts confessing 
belief in Jesus as the innocent universal Savior.  

• Joseph of Arimathea was a member of the Jewish 
Sanhedrin (council of religious leaders) who 
accepted Jesus’ message. He risked his reputation 
and status to offer a tomb, allowing Jesus, the 
reported criminal and traitor, to be buried before 
the beginning of the Sabbath, which kept him from 
rotting on the cross. The Romans liked to make a 
morbid spectacle of those who had been crucified 
as a deterrent to uprisings. 

Taking it home 
 Did you find yourself surprised that the apostles 

argued among themselves so much at the Last 
Supper? 

 What does their arguing tell you about the 
followers of Jesus, even this close to his death? 
How are they like you and your family? How are 
they like our parish family when we gather?  

 Suffering is a part of the human condition. Search 
out a story of someone whose trust in God helped 
her or him to face suffering well and find new life.   

 Recall three things that have happened to you this 
Lent worth being jubilant about. Wave your palm a 
little higher! 

 Watch the papers or news this week for examples 
of people who are living the way Isaiah describes.  

  Simplify your life on Good Friday and Holy 
Saturday so you can reflect on a life without the 
grace of Christ in it.  What would you lack? What 
parts of life would be harder? 

 

Mindfulness (set aside three minutes. Breathe. Read slowly three 

times. Which words or ideas hold energy for you? What images 

emerge in you?)  “Yesterday I was clever, so I wanted to 
change the world. Today I am wise, so I am changing 
myself.” ― Rumi 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/875661.Rumi
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Get your limited-edition Thrivent Action Kit 

National Volunteer Week, April 17 to 23, is an opportunity to celebrate our 
extraordinary volunteers and the causes that inspire us. Starting April 17, you can 
order a limited-edition Thrivent Action Kit with everything you need to lead a food 
drive in your community— including one-of-a-kind items and resources. 
 
And for every kit requested Thrivent will donate $5 to an organization fighting 
hunger—the average cost for a food bank to provide 3 meals to a family of 4. 
 
Come back soon! National Volunteer Week Thrivent Action Kits are available 
for order from April 17 to April 23 at 11:59 p.m. Central time. 

Scotch Grove was selected as one of ten communities to be a recipient 
of the Community Visioning Program. On April 23, 2022 a Visioning 
Focus Group will meet at Camp Courageous, 12007 190th Street, 
Monticello IA 52310 from 9:00 am–noon. If you would like to participate 
please register at www.communityvisioning.org/scotch-grove (click on 
“Public Input” to register for the event. For more information see the 
vestibule bulletin board or call Bob Helgens (319) 389-1859 or Paul 
Helgens (319) 210-0696. This event is in memory of their brother Jim who 
died in a traffic accident in June of 1962. 
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Mailing Address:  
St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
103 East Cedar Street 
Anamosa, IA 52205 
 

Return Service Requested 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

In-Person Worship Services 
 

Wednesdays at 5:00 & 6:15 p.m. * 
Traditional Sunday 8:30 a.m. 

Contemporary Sunday 10:30 a.m. 
 

Covid protocols are appreciated. 
 

Taped service is available on  
YouTube, Facebook and website.  

* Portrayals are at both Wednesday Services 

 

Mother’s Day Carnations & Honorariums: Once again 
we are offering an opportunity to honor mothers with 
a carnation and listing in the Pulse. If you would like 
to participate please fill in the information on the  
envelopes either at the back of church or on the  
table inside the CE building. Carnation donation is 
$3.00 and deadline is Sunday, May 1. Any extra 
Proceeds will go toward the Youth Mission Trip.  


