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May 5 , 2024 6th Sunday of Easter 

 

Confirmation Class of 2024 
 

Confirmand: Preston Geltz    Mentor: Curtis Weaver 
 
On and off the field Christ is always at my side. With His 
boundless love given to me, I can’t fail. He celebrates me 
and I celebrate Him in victory and look to Him to 
strengthen me when I fall short. I am a winner - no 
matter what- with my faith in Christ. 

 

Confirmand: Ashtyn Weber   Mentor: Becky Goldsmith 
 
I’d like to bring up my piece of scripture I chose to 
represent my journey through my faith. Habakkuk 3:18 
“Yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will be joyful in God my 
savior.” Throughout my journey, although up to now has 
been less than a year, I became happier through Christ. I 
know my journey has been short, however I am confident it 
will last forever. I mean this in the most literal sense: God 
Saved Me. 

 

Confirmand: Gust LaDue         Mentor: Heidi Capron 
 
My faith in Christ has made my life so much better, as said 
in Proverbs 3:5, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and 
lean not on your own understanding,” like him being a support 
for me to lean on and hold me up through tough times. 
Always remember, Jesus is always with you, and you should 
be thankful for him, trust him, serve him, and love him. 
Thanks be to God! 
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Confirmand: Macen James Garrett  Mentor: Shaun Lambertsen 
 
A religious community is one that enshrines traditional moral 
values in its members and regulates them, creating a path to 
be a better person....  

Confirmand: Luke Thomas Chrisman   Mentor- Mary Behrens 
 
The bible verse that reminds me is John 11:35, I’m sure 
we’ve all heard it before, ”Jesus wept.” The shortest verse 
in the bible but I think John did this on purpose because 
these two words are packed with emotion. It shows that 
Jesus was human and had feelings.... 

Confirmand:  Elias Lambertsen      Mentor: Shelby Hollett   
I realized this year is that I don’t need to worry about nearly 
as much as I did before.  Because I know that God has the 
whole ordeal under control.  And I don’t need to worry about 
what anyone but God thinks of me.  If I spill ranch on my pants 
when I sing while walking through the school hallways, I don’t 
need to worry.  So long as I do what is right in God’s eyes.    
1 John 5:13, “I write these things to you who believe in the 
name of the Son of God so that you may have life.”  And how 
wonderful this is!  How amazing that the God of light would take 
our burdens and worries!  These are the reasons I have joy 
through my relationship with God. 
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Dinner with Friends—Thursday, April 25th @ the Boondocks in Anamosa 
 

If you haven’t gone to one of theses events, you are missing out!  We all 
had a great time with friends, and the food was great!! Be watching the 
Pulse for our next event!!  This was one of the largest turnouts so far!  We 
also celebrated Dan Rickels birthday which was also on the 25th!  Happy 
Birthday Dan!!  Pastor Rodney also stopped by to greet all of us!! 

Lutheran World Relief Quilting News…  
LWR quilters are beginning a new session starting on May 14, and continuing their work 
on June 11, July 9, and August 13. All work sessions are scheduled for 1:00 PM in the 
church fellowship area. Those who sew are encouraged to work at home, creating quilt 
tops and backs for the project, using fabrics of their own, or from the Lutheran Relief 
quilters’ stash. The quilt tops measure 60” x 80” and quilt backs measure 64” x 84.” 
Donations should be pressed and ready to be used. Sheets in good condition can also be 
used for quilt backs. Batting has been purchased through the Thrivent Action program. Our 
Lutheran World Relief quilters join thousands from across the world working to keep 
recipients warm and feeling loved. Join in and share the love, laughter, and good 
conversation…and maybe a sweet treat!  

Pastor Rodney cutting the 
cake for Dan Rickels!! 
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Building the Future with Hope  
 
You’ve been praying about it as a congregation for well over six months.  You’ve 
participated in multiple visioning sessions where you have shared your ideas 
about what you like and don’t like about the building we call St. Paul Lutheran.  
Not only have you given input on the pluses and minuses of our present physical 
plan, but you have shared your vision and dreams for future ministry which in 
turn impacts what we might want to do regarding our present   building. You 
have given input on what you think can be fixed and what can’t be, and what 
you think we need for the future of worship and for outreach in our city and 
beyond.  We have taken all of your ideas and suggestions, prayed over them, 
met with architects, came up with all sorts of ideas about what that future 
might look like, and now feel we are now ready to come to you as a 
congregation.  We are not coming with one proposal, but rather with four 
different possible scenarios of what that future could look like. Those 
scenarios will include doing only the basics of what absolutely has to be done 
and cannot be put off (ie the boiler) to a brand new building on our newly 
acquired land east of the education building.  We want, along with our 
architect, to present to you, the congregation what each of those scenarios 
might look like and what the approximate costs might be.  We want you to be a 
part of making a decision of what our direction should be.  We want to be 
honest with you about the upside and the downside of each scenario.  We want 
you to know as much about these possibilities as we do. So, with that in mind, 
we will be presenting each of these four scenarios to you on Sunday night, 
June 30th, at 6:30 pm at the church, and you will have a chance to make 
your feelings and thoughts known about the direction our congregation should 
go, as we envision the future of our congregation and its ministry for the next 
many years. Please put this date on your calendar now, so that it is a priority in 
your future planning.  

Thank you from Karen Biere 
 
Worshiping with my St. Paul family was the perfect way for me and my 
family to celebrate my 90th birthday.  Thank you so much for joining us 
for fellowship after the service and for all of the wonderful 
cards.  NewAldaya (in Cedar Falls) is a nice place to live and I am happy 
there.  However I do miss my life in Anamosa and at St. Paul.  NewAldaya 
is not hard to find and I love company.   Karen Biere  
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Prayer opportunities at St Paul led by Pastor 
Rodney! 
 
Drumming Circle:  Join others in the church chapel 

from 5:30-6:30 pm the third and fourth Mondays 

of the month for drum prayer (see dates below).  11 

hand drums are available, first come, first to choose.  

We will begin with sharing gratitudes and intentions, 

then drum, ending with a drum wash to those who 

wish it.   
 

Drumming is a form of contemplative prayer that 

invites us to be present to the Heartbeat of God.  As 

we listen to and feel the drums, we experience the 

One pulse that gives rise to all the rhythms and 

energies of life.  It is actually from the feminine 

energy of the divine that drumming emerges, and 

men drum to draw themselves from the head into the 

heart, seeking harmony. 
 

Upcoming dates for 2024 will be:  Mondays,   
May 20, 27, June 17, 24 
 

The Clothes Closet for May 
 
May is St. Paul’s month to help 
staff the Clothes Closet.  The 
Clothes Closet is located inside 
the United Methodist Church and 
is open every Thursday from 9am 
to 4pm.  This is a place where anyone can get free 
clothes from newborn to adults.  Donations that are 
clean and free of pet hair are always welcomed.   
 
There have been changes since the last time St. Paul 
was assigned to staff the Clothes Closet.  As a 
volunteer, you can work as long of a shift as you 
want.  Once you have been shown the routine 
involved, you can help out whenever it is convenient 
for you.   
  
Please call Jeannette Clayton at 319-560-1364 and let 
her know if you can help or if you have questions.  

Lenten Donations 
 

Lenten dinner donations totaled $1,284, so 
a donation to the Anamosa Ministerial 
Association for their Rent Assistance 
Program was given.  A note on this was 
that the food was donated to the dinners 
through Thrivent Dollars and personal 
donations. 
 

Noisy offerings collected $713.80 in total 
during the Lenten season and a check for 
that amount was sent to the ELCA World 
Food Bank.   
 

These are two tremendous gifts that go to 
help those in need.  Thanks to all for 
helping in any way!! 

Thank You!!! 
 

The Hospitality Committee would like to send out a big and heartfelt thank 
you to all that provided salads or desserts or helped with serving and clean 
up for JoAnne Hollett’s service.  These services run smoothly because of our 
loving congregation who continue to step up and lovingly serve.  We are so 
very thankful for all of you.   

               The Hospitality Team 
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A timely issue worthy of some reflection 

Our Christian faith teaches us that everyone is created in God’s image and 
commands us to love one another. As Americans, we value our system of 
government and the good that can be accomplished in our constitutional 
democracy. 

Christian nationalism, a movement in the U.S., seeks to merge Christian and 
American identities, distorting both the Christian faith and America’s 
constitutional democracy. Christian nationalism is an ideology that demands 
Christianity be privileged by the State and implies that to be a good 
American, one must be Christian. It is worth remembering that as Christians, 
we are bound to Christ, not by citizenship, but by faith. We hold that: 

 People of all faiths and none have the right and responsibility to engage 
 constructively in the public square. 

 Patriotism does not require us to minimize our religious convictions. 

 One’s religious affiliation, or lack thereof, should be irrelevant to one’s 
 standing in the civic community. 

 Government should not prefer one religion over another or religion over 
 nonreligion. 

 Religious instruction is best left to families, houses of worship, and religious 
 institutions. 

 America’s historic commitment to religious pluralism enables faith 
 communities to live in civic harmony with one another without sacrificing 
 theological convictions or identity. 

 Conflating religious authority with political authority oftentimes becomes 
 idolatrous. 

 We are called to resist Christian nationalism especially when it inspires acts 
 of violence and  intimidation—including vandalism, bomb threats, arson, 
 hate crimes, and attacks on houses of worship—against religious 
 communities at home and abroad. 

 
America has no second-class faiths. All are equal under the U.S. Constitution. 
It is critical that we recognize when Christian nationalism is a distortion of the 
gospel of Jesus and a threat to American democracy. 
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Tuesday, April 30 

• 6:00 pm Grief Support by Request, call Nancy Douglas 

• 7:00 pm AA—-LL CE Building 
Wednesday,  May 1 

• 8:00 am Men’s Worship Group—CE Building 

• 6-7:30 WD4 

• 6:00 pm Evening Service @ Wapsiana Park 
   Comm Prep:  WD4 
   Greeters:  WD4  
   Reader/Prayers: WD4 
   Comm Server:  WD4 
Sunday, May 5 
*  8:00 am Service                                      
  Comm Prep:  Ed Gerst/Susan Koppenhaver 
  Greeters:  Ed Gerst/Susan Koppenhaver 
  Readings/Prayers:   Nancy Lyon Douglas 
  Comm Servers:  Ed Gerst/Susan Koppenhaver 
  PowerPoint:  Macen Garrett 

 10:30am Service 
  Comm Prep:  Cathy Crowe 
  Greeters:   CJ/Stacie Sullivan 
  Readings/Prayers:  Jerry/Cathy Crowe 
  Comm Servers:  Sally Clapp/Cathy Crowe 
  PowerPoint:  E. Lambertsen 
  Livestream:   Dean L. 
Wednesday,  May 8 

• 8:00 am Men’s Worship Group—CE Building 

• 6-7:30 WD4 

• 6:00 pm Evening Service 
   Comm Prep:  Ken/Pam Humpal 
   Greeters:  Ken/Pam Humpal 
   Reader/Prayers:  Polly Chalstrom 
   Comm Server:   Ken/Pam Humpal 
   PowerPoint:  Beth Hora 
Sunday, May 12 

  8:00 am Service 
  Comm Prep: Jeff/Kristi Fortune 
  Greeters:  Mark/Rhonda Bickford 
  Readings/Prayers:  Macen Garrett 
  Comm Servers:  Jeff/Kristi Fortune 
  PowerPoint:  Shelby Hollett 
* 10:30 p.m. Service 
  Comm Prep:   Barb Kleis 
  Greeters:  Ben/Angie Coyle 
  Readings/Prayers:  Scott Chrisman 
  Comm Servers: Scott Chrisman/Kathy Dornbusch 
  PowerPoint:  .G/L Chrisman 
  Livestream:  ..Sebastian G. 
Tuesday, May 14 

• 6:00 pm Grief Support by Request, call Nancy Douglas 

• 7:00 pm AA—-LL CE Building 
Wednesday,  May 15 
*  8:00 am Men’s Worship Group—CE Building 
*  6:00pm  Evening Service 
   Comm Prep:  Marlene Serbousek 
   Greeters: Summer Parks 
   Readings/Prayers:  Sara Chrisman 
   Comm Server:  Marlene Serbousek 
   PowerPoint:  Darcie Tenley 

 

GriefShare is available upon request. Please 
contact Nancy Douglas if interested 319-551-3358.  
 

AA meets in the lower level of the CE building on 
Tuesday evenings at 7:00 pm.  
 

Jones County Food Bank:  
To donate money, checks may be written to Jones County 
Community Food Bank and mailed to 105 Broadway Place, 
Anamosa IA 52205.   The ideal donation will enable a family 
to “make a meal,” so items such as pasta and canned pasta 
sauce, canned tuna and/or chicken and/or beef, and 
Hamburger Helper items are great.  Clients also like 
pancake mix and pancake syrup.  Canned fruits or 
vegetables are great too.  Personal care items are always 
welcome.  Many people who don’t use food stamps don’t 
know that those on food stamps can’t use that money for 
personal care items—only food.  So, personal care items 
would be great — toothbrushes, toothpaste, toilet paper, 
facial tissue, tampons, diapers, etc.  Giving is a great way of 
remembering our neighbors in need. 

 

Bread Bakers:  
May:  Brian/Michelle Lubben 
June:  Sandra Andresen 
July:   Sheri Evans 
 
 

Deliver Food to Food Bank:  
May:  Ralph & Sandy Andresen 
June:  Myra Powell 
July :  Barb Kleis 

 

Recorded services are found on St. Paul 
website, YouTube page or Facebook page.  

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline 
Available 24 Hours 

Languages:  English, Spanish 
800-273-8255 

Please Pray for the Following 
(Why people want prayers isn’t important, the prayers are!) 

We pray for all who need healing, strength or comfort, 
especially Don Feaker, friend of Betty Hunter.  For peace in 
our nation & world, for safety in our schools and 
communities and for those seeking a safe home. To add a 
name call or email  Kathy at 319-462-4841/
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com. Names will be listed for 
4 weeks and may be renewed.   

https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:stpaulanamosa@gmail.com
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Mailing Address:  
St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
103 East Cedar Street 
Anamosa, IA 52205 
 

 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

 

Wednesday, service at 6:00 pm 
 

 Sundays 8:00 am Traditional 
10:30 am Contemporary 

 
 

All services will be at St. Paul.   Watch for 
opportunities between Sunday services.   

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
May 12 Mother’s Day 

May 13 Council Mtg 6:30 pm 

May 18 Armed Forces Day 

May 19 Crusin’ for Camp Courageous 

May 20 Drumming Prayer 5:30-6:30 pm Church Chapel 

May 27 Drumming Prayer 5:30-6:30 pm Church Chapel 

May 27-31 Kaileen on vacation 

Jun 1 Can Drive 9am—1pm 

Jun 10 All Council Leadership Mtg 6:00 pm 

Jun 11-15 Pastor Rodney Vacation 

Jun 17-20 Vacation Bible School 

Jun 17 Drumming Prayer 5:30-6:30 pm Church Chapel 

Jun 24 Drumming Prayer 5:30-6:30 pm Church Chapel 

Jun 30 Building the Future with Hope presentation @ 6:30 pm at Church 


