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A prayer for Mother’s Day

Lord, we remember the mothers
who have gone before us.
For their love, sacrifice, struggle
and joy, we thank you.

Lord, we remember the mothers of
Scripture who are a part of our story
as we are a part of your story.
For their courage, faith, love and
fierceness, we thank you.

Lord, we remember those who have not
given birth to us, but are mothers to us.

For their gift of themselves that they
have given, we thank you.

For the women who struggle with
fertility, for those women whom
society labels as less in their childlessness,
for those women who have lost children.
For their tears, for their strength,
for their wisdom, for their lives,
we thank you.

In your name we pray. Amen.
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Building the Future with Hope

<

ou've been praying about it as a congregation for well over six months. Youve |
articipated in multiple visioning sessions where you have shared your |dec151
bout what you like and don't like about the building we call St. Paul Lutheran.
ot only have you given input on the pluses and minuses of our present physical |
lan, but you have shared your vision and dreams for future ministry which in1
urn impacts what we might want to do regarding our present building. You,
ave given input on what you think can be fixed and what can't be, and what !
ou think we need for the future of worship and for outreach in our city and l
1 beyond. We have taken all of your ideas and suggestions, prayed over them,
I met with architects, came up with all sorts of ideas about what that fuTur'e'
lmlgh’r look like, and now feel we are now ready to come to you as al
| congregation. We are not coming with one proposal, but rather with four,
! different possible scenarios of what that future could look like. Those !
lscenar'los will include doing only the basics of what absolutely has to be donel
1and cannot be put off (ie the boiler) to a brand new building on our newly
! acquired land east of the education building. We want, along with our!
larchl‘rec’r to present to you, the congregation what each of those scenamosn
! i might look like and what the approximate costs might be. We want you to be a;
ﬁam‘ of making a decision of what our direction should be. We want to be]

onest with you about the upside and the downside of each scenario. We want l

1 you To know as much about these possibilities as we do. So, with that in mind, ;

'we will be presenting each of these four scenarios fo you on Sunday night, !
IJ'une 30™, at 6:30 pm at the church, and you will have a chance to makel
|your' feelings and thoughts known about ‘the direction our congregation should
| 9o, as we envision the future of our congregation and its ministry for the next |

l many years. Please put this date on your calendar now, so that it is a priority in l
. your future planning.
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Lutheran World Relief Quilting News...

LWR quilters are beginning a new session starting on May 14, and continuing their work
on June 11, July 9, and August 13. All work sessions are scheduled for 1:00 PM in the
church fellowship area. Those who sew are encouraged to work at home, creating quilt
tops and backs for the project, using fabrics of their own, or from the Lutheran Relief
quilters’ stash. The quilt tops measure 60” x 80" and quilt backs measure 64” x 84.”
Donations should be pressed and ready to be used. Sheets in good condition can also be
used for quilt backs. Batting has been purchased through the Thrivent Action program. Our
Lutheran World Relief quilters join thousands from across the world working to keep
recipients warm and feeling loved. Join in and share the love, laughter, and good
conversation...and maybe a sweet treat!
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Calling Al Thrivent Members
THRIVENT CHOICE UPDATE

St. Paul was the recipient of 2023 Thrivent Choice Dollars from many of our St. Paul family who are
Thrivent members. Thrivent Choice is a program that allows Thrivent members to help the not-for profit
company follow through in their annual distribution of funds. Thrivent offers the privilege of directing

these dollars to an organization of the eligible member’s choice. These annual gifts are certainly
appreciated by St. Paul.

Thank you to the members who chose St. Paul, and a reminder for all Thrivent members to check with
Thrivent on their eligibility for this program.

If you you have any questions please feel free to reach out to David Oldham @ stpaultreasurer201@gmail.com

CAN DRIVE
SATURDAY, JUNE1IST
SAM-1TPM

Got a Graduation party, Memorial Day party, float party,
cans, bottles, 2-liters or glass you would like to donate to our
Can Drive? You can bring them to: 201 N Ford St. Anamosa-
Big Gravel Parking Lot- Will replace Can Shed Bag

Women's BlblesuldyGrolmshrtlng up In June!

There is a Women's Bible Study Group being started up in June.

Please pick up a copy of the book "Christian Community" on the back
table and sign the checkout sheet.

Our first meeting will be Monday, June 3rd at 1-3pm in the fellowship
hall.

If there are questions, call Jeannette Clayton at 3195601364.
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When: June 17th-20th

Time: 9am-11:30am

Place: 103 E Cedar St. Anamosa, IA
Community Night: Thursday, June 20th
Time: 5-8pm

Place: Wapsipinicon State Park Rotary Lodge

Come Join us at VBS as we embark on an "Adventure with God."

This year we are packing up our tents, bug spray and sleeping bags as we explore VBS Camp
Style!

Come explore Camp Firelight VBS style! We will come together for opener as a community
and join the new camper "Lu" the lightening bug as he learns to face his fears while trusting in
God. Each day campers will see Lu face new challenges, from as simple as leading campers
on a hike to as intimidating as meeting a new and wise nature expert. We will have a Music,
Recreation, Snack, Science, Bible Story and Craft station.

VBS is for our 4yr through 5th grade friends going into 6th grade this next year.

We are invited to answer this call at VBS, at church, at home, and every area of their

lives. We will begin answering that call to our Community through our VBS Mission this year
giving to HACAP for food donations as well as monetary donations to Sleep in Heavenly
Peace.

Each day we will be accepting non perishable food item as well as collecting $ for

these organizations. At the End of the week if we are able to raise $200 or more | will draw 5
names from our tickets to silly string me at our Family/Community Night ( must be present to
redeem) We will put names in the raffle for each item/$ brought each day. The kids will be
showing off their song/sign skills from the many Awesome songs they will learn during VBS at
the start of our Community Night.. All are Welcome & Accepted to come!

2 . whenever I'm afraid,
Tell your family, friends and
neighbors as All are Welcome to | p Ut my
join us for a fun filled, action
packed week as we learn how we
as Individuals can bring Peace
and Build Each Other Up!




St.

Haiku Corner

Endurance

Patient peonies

Pushing their way toward the sun
Lessons I can use.

Time to mow

Green grasses growing

Joyfully, playfully free.

Their joy is short-lived!

By- Virginia Danielson

Please send your Haiku poems to
Kathy at stpaulanamosa@gmail.com

The Clothes Closet for May

May is St. Paul’s month
to help staff the Clothes <4 TRIAM S

Closet. The Clothes

Closet is located inside '"Q m M‘,‘i
the United Methodist {mam
Church and is open iy pd | "d

every Thursday from
9am to 4pm. This is a place where
anyone can get free clothes from
newborn to adults. Donations that are
clean and free of pet hair are always
welcomed.

There have been changes since the last
time St. Paul was assigned to staff the
Clothes Closet. As a volunteer, you can
work as long of a shift as you want.
Once you have been shown the routine
involved, you can help out whenever it
is convenient for you.

Please call Jeannette Clayton at 319-
560-1364 and let her know if you can
help or if you have questions.

Paul Lutheran Church | 103 E Cedar Street. Anamosa, IA 52205 | Phone: (319) 462-4841 | stpaulanamosa@gmail.com

. Prayer opportunities at St Paul led by Pastor
" Rodney!

. = Drumming Circle: Join others in the church chapel

= from 5:30-6:30 pm the third and fourth Mondays
= of the month for drum prayer (see dates below). 11
= hand drums are available, first come, first to choose.
= We will begin with sharing gratitudes and intentions,
= then drum, ending with a drum wash to those who
:Wish it.

= Drumming is a form of contemplative prayer that
minvites us to be present to the Heartbeat of God. As
-we listen to and feel the drums, we experience the

. = One pulse that gives rise to all the rhythms and

= energies of life. It is actually from the feminine

= energy of the divine that drumming emerges, and

= men drum to draw themselves from the head into the
:heart, seeking harmony.

= Upcoming dates for 2024 will be: Mondays,
=May 20, 27, June 17, 24
;IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII
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. Kathy's Office Hours
. Monday 8:30—3:30
Tuesday 8:30—3:30

Wednesday 8:30—2:30

. If you need something on a particular day,

« please call ahead to let Kathy know so she
can be sure to be there for you. Things do

Icome up and she might have to be out of

. the office, so please plan ahead.

May Birthdays

Dolores Albrecht 5/2
Knox Fairbanks 5/2
Melanie Gravel 5/2
Mikayla Schmieg 5/2
Nancy Stout  5/2

Ella Vaughn 5/4
Nathan Hollett  5/5
Luke Fairbanks 5/6
Adler Jacobs 5/8
Charlie Lambertsen 5/9
Marshall Fowler 5/11
Ashlann Elliott 5/13
Carlene Vavricek 5/14
Finley Pape 5/14
Logan Elliott 5/16

Kamry Carpenter 5/19
Wilma Anderson 5/21
Dorothy Kula 5/21
Lee Hardersen  5/23
Brylee LaDue 5/23
Carol Pate 5/23

Sarah Schmieg 5/23
D.J. Condry, Jr. 5/24
Mark Jacobs 5/25
Sylvia Albers 5/27
Cullen Hubler5/27
Jeffrey Swisher 5/27
Charlotte Goldsmith 5/28
Carol Stiffler 5/29
Isley Jacobs 5/29

Valerie Lambertsen 5/30
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A timely issue worthy of some reflection

Our Christian faith teaches us that everyone is created in God’s image and
commands us to love one another. As Americans, we value our system of
government and the good that can be accomplished in our constitutional
democracy.

Christian nationalism, a movement in the U.S., seeks to merge Christian and
American identities, distorting both the Christian faith and America’s
constitutional democracy. Christian nationalism is an ideology that demands
Christianity be privileged by the State and implies that to be a good
American, one must be Christian. It is worth remembering that as Christians,
we are bound to Christ, not by citizenship, but by faith. We hold that:

People of all faiths and none have the right and responsibility to engage
constructively in the public square.

Patriotism does not require us to minimize our religious convictions.

One’s religious affiliation, or lack thereof, should be irrelevant to one’s
standing in the civic community.

Government should not prefer one religion over another or religion over
nonreligion.

Religious instruction is best left to families, houses of worship, and religious
institutions.

America’s historic commitment to religious pluralism enables faith
communities to live in civic harmony with one another without sacrificing
theological convictions or identity.

Conflating religious authority with political authority oftentimes becomes
idolatrous.

We are called to resist Christian nationalism especially when it inspires acts
of violence and intimidation—including vandalism, bomb threats, arson,
hate crimes, and attacks on houses of worship—against religious
communities at home and abroad.

America has no second-class faiths. All are equal under the U.S. Constitution.
It is critical that we recognize when Christian nationalism is a distortion of the
gospel of Jesus and a threat to American democracy.




Please Pray for the Following

(Why people want prayers isn’t important, the prayers are!)
We pray for all who need healing, strength or comfort,
especially Don Feaker, friend of Betty Hunter. For peace in
our nation & world, for safety in our schools and
communities and for those seeking a safe home. To add a
name call or email Kathy at 319-462-4841/
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com. Names will be listed for

GriefShare is available upon request. Please
contact Nancy Douglas if interested 319-551-3358.

AA meets in the lower level of the CE building on
Tuesday evenings at 7:00 pm.

Jones County Food Bank:

To donate money, checks may be written to Jones County
Community Food Bank and mailed to 105 Broadway Place,
Anamosa |IA 52205. The ideal donation will enable a family
to “make a meal,” so items such as pasta and canned pasta
sauce, canned tuna and/or chicken and/or beef, and
Hamburger Helper items are great. Clients also like
pancake mix and pancake syrup. Canned fruits or
vegetables are great too. Personal care items are always
welcome. Many people who don’t use food stamps don’t
know that those on food stamps can’t use that money for
personal care items—only food. So, personal care items
would be great — toothbrushes, toothpaste, toilet paper,
facial tissue, tampons, diapers, etc. Giving is a great way of

Recorded services are found on St. Paul
website, YouTube page or Facebook page.

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline
Available 24 Hours
Languages: English, Spanish
800-273-8255

FEEEEEEEEERES
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Bread Bakers:

May: Brian/Michelle Lubben
June: Sandra Andresen

July: Sheri Evans

Deliver Food to Food Bank:
May: Ralph & Sandy Andresen
June: Myra Powell

July : Barb Kleis

Wednesday, May 8
e  8:00 am Men’s Worship Group—CE Building
e  6:00 pm Evening Service
Comm Prep: Ken/Pam Humpal
Greeters: Ken/Pam Humpal
Reader/Prayers: Polly Chalstrom
Comm Server: Ken Humpal
PowerPoint: Beth Hora
Sunday, May 12
* 8:00 am Service
Comm Prep: Jeff/Kristi Fortune
Greeters: Mark/Rhonda Bickford
Readings/Prayers: Macen Garrett
Comm Servers: Jeff/Kristi Fortune
PowerPoint: Shelby Hollett
*10:30 a.m. Service
Comm Prep: Barb Kleis
Greeters: Ben/Angie Coyle
Readings/Prayers: Scott Chrisman
Comm Servers: Scott Chrisman/Kathy Dornbusch
PowerPoint: .G/L Chrisman
Livestream: ..Sebastian G.
Tuesday, May 14
e  6:00 pm Grief Support by Request, call Nancy Douglas
e 7:00 pm AA—-LL CE Building
Wednesday, May 15
* 8:00 am Men’s Worship Group—CE Building
* 6:00pm Evening Service
Comm Prep: Marlene Serbousek
Greeters: Summer Parks
Readings/Prayers: Sara Chrisman
Comm Server: Marlene Serbousek
PowerPoint: Darcie Tenley
Sunday, May 19
* 8:00 am Service
Comm Prep: Jim/Delores Albrecht
Greeters: Tom & Sherri Sabotta-Evans
Readings/Prayers: Tom & Sherri Sabotta-Evans
Comm Servers: Tom & Sherri Sabotta-Evans
PowerPoint: Grant Lubben
* 10:30am Service
Comm Prep: Dave/Deb Oldham
Greeters: Sally Clapp/Dales Family
Readings/Prayers: Sally Clapp
Comm Servers: Dave/Deb Oldham
PowerPoint: Addie Dales
Livestream: Ingrid V.
Tuesday, May 21
e  6:00 pm Grief Support by Request, call Nancy Douglas
e 7:00 pm AA—-LL CE Building
Wednesday, May 22
e  8:00 am Men’s Worship Group—CE Building
e  6:00 pm Evening Service @ Wapsiana Park
Comm Prep: Darla Algoe
Greeters: Darla Algoe
Reader/Prayers: Darla Algoe
Comm Server: Darla Algoe
PowerPoint: Myra Powell
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Mailing Address:

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church
103 East Cedar Street

Anamosa, 1A 52205
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE @ Creatively Connect ¢

_ . ¥ Intentionally Grow ©®

Wednesday, service at 6:00 pm : Joyfully Serve :

Sundays 8:00 am Traditional M v

10:30 am Contemporary ™) ™)
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All services will be at St. Paul. Watch for
opportunities between Sunday services.

Throughout the month of May there
is a collection tub on the back table
for new socks and underwear. These
new items will be for males and
females, kids through adults. These
items will be distributed by the
Clothes Closet.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH
H May 12 Mother's Day
May 13 Council Mtg 6:30 pm
May 18 Armed Forces Day
May 19 Crusin’' for Camp Courageous
May 20 Drumming Prayer 5:30-6:30 pm Church Chapel
May 27 Drumming Prayer 5:30-6:30 pm Church Chapel
May 27-31 Kaileen on vacation
Jun1 Can Drive 9am—1pm
Jun 10 All Council Leadership Mtg 6:00 pm
Jun 11-15 Pastor Rodney Vacation
Jun 17-20 Vacation Bible School
Jun 17 Drumming Prayer 5:30-6:30 pm Church Chapel
Jun 24 Drumming Prayer 5:30-6:30 pm Church Chapel
Jun 30 Building the Future with Hope @ 6:30 pm at Church
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