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LUTHERAN CHURCH

ANAMOSA, IOWA
CREATIVELY CONNECT « INTENTIONALLY GROW - JOYFULLY SERVE

May 8, 2022 4th Sunday of Easter

Mailing/Offices: 103 E. Cedar Street, Anamosa IA 52205 Website: www.stpaulanamosa.com Fax: (319) 462-4843
The Pulse Deadline is noon on Monday for the upcoming Wednesday/Sunday Pulse.

Affirmation of Baptism
was celebrated
on May 1, 2022.

Students left to right are:

Andrea Giegerich
Garrett LaDue
Noah Smith
Connor Capron
Simon Robertson

Sup 4 6: We've extended the registration for Sup 4 6 til Monday May 16.

If you would like to be part of this opportunity to meet and dine over the summer with
other members from the St. Paul Faith Community, please contact Bark Kleis

at klﬁis.barb@qmail.com with your name(s) and best contact information: phone &
email.

You will be put into a group and contact information will be shared directly with

you. The idea is that you will take turns hosting each other for a meal. You can decide
when, where, and how the encounter will happen. Have fun! It's a great way to meet
new people with Christ as a connection.

Sincerely,
The St. Paul Leadership Team



mailto:kleis.barb@gmail.com
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8 YOUR DONATION IS SECURE

Generous Giving
We are grateful for:

Ukrainian
families
need you.

e« The WD4 teachers and

You can’t spell Ukraine without you! helpers.

« Emma Dales and Sally
Clapp for organizing the
downstairs CE building
storage area.

; - : -mail Lois if you h
The Outreach Team is conducting a three week campaign (e-mall ays congrogants have
to raise funds for Lutheran World Relief and their work with connected who need a word of
the Ukrainian refugees. gratitude.)

stpaulanamosa@gmail.com

To contribute to the project, write “Ukraine” on your check or
envelope and place it in the regular offering basket.

Service Changes and Events
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Y3 3
¥  We are excited to once again gather for worship in the WapsiAna Park 3
3% beginning with our Confirmation celebration on May 1, 10:30 a.m. K
sk (weather permitting. If worship needs to be moved inside, an eblast 3k
sk and Fb post will be made by 8:30 Sunday morning). Wednesday sk
s, service will continue to be held and recorded at 6:00 p.m. throughout a2
L the summer. 8:30 a.m. Sunday service will be held until 5/22, then o
;:f discontinued until the Fall. Beginning Memorial Day weekend, everyone ;:f
;:j is encouraged to attend the one service at 10:30 a.m. )
7N 7N

3%  On Sunday, June 5, (rain date, June 12) we will follow outdoor worship 3
3k with a New Member Picnic in the park. Lunch will be provided. You K
e are asked to bring your own beverages and chairs. It is so great to be N2

7N N

sk back together again that we want to greet and welcome all who have sk
s, joined the St. Paul Faith Community since the beginning of the s
4, pandemic, including the new members joining that day. Come be part X
>  of the fun and share our good energy! [0
/N /N
o 5
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Date: June 27th- June 30th

Age: Preschool-5th grade
Time: 9a.m.- 11:30a.m.

Family/Community Night: June

30th @ WapsiAna Park @6pm
VBS . | 2022 i p

Registration Appreciated By: Wednesday, June 22nd @ 12pm.

This year we are rolling in Food Truck Style with God! Come along as we
learn about the Many Ways God provides for us. We will have VBS station
style like we have the previous 2 years. We will also be helping our
Community through our VBS Mission this year giving o HACAP for food
donations as well as change for ALY (Provides meals during the school year
for children & youth o ensure no one goes hungry, even on the weekends)
Each day we will be accepting a different food item as well as collecting $
for these organizations. At the End of the week if we are able to raise $100
or more I will allow 1 student from each Food Truck to pie me at our Family/
Community Night (must be present to redeem) We will put names in the
raffle for each item/$ brought.

We will have 5 different Food Truck Stations: Science, Music, Crafts,
Snacks, Games & Bible Lessons

Tell your children to bring their appetites as we learn our Main Course
throughout the week " Give us this day our daily bread. Mathew 6:11

We hope your child will Enjoy learning about our Daily Specials at our Food
Truck Party VBS:

God is Great! God is Good! Let us thank God for our Food! By God's Hands we
All are Fed! Give us Lord, our Daily Bread!

Tell your family, friends and neighbors as All are Welcome to join us for a
fun filled, action packed week as we join together to Taste and See that the
Lord Is Good!!

Please be sure to follow us on our St. Paul Anamosa Facebook page for
any Updates or Changes!
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Please Pray for the Following
(Why people want prayers isn’t important, the prayers are!)
For healing and comfort for all in need
especially, Dorothy Kula, Ed Allaire, for

peace, and the refugees everywhere. To add a
name call or email Lois at 462-4841/
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com. Names will be listed for 4
weeks and may be renewed.

May is St. Paul Community Clothes

Closet Month: Please sign up on the sheet

on the bulletin board to help out. Your
hands are appreciated.

GriefShare is available upon request.
Please contact Nancy Douglas if interested
319-551-3358.

AA meets in the lower level of the CE
building on Tuesday evenings at 7:00 pm.

Jones County Food Bank: To donate
money, checks should be written to Jones
County Community Food Bank and mailed
to 105 Broadway Place, Anamosa |IA 52205.
Iltems needed this week: Green beans, pork
& beans, canned tomatoes, hamburger

helper and personal care items. Please
place items in the back of the church for
collection by St. Paul volunteers OR call

the Food Bank to make your own delivery

arraignments (462-4343)
OFFICE HOURS: Monday 9-2; Tuesday

8:30-1:30; Wednesday 9-2; Thursday 9-2;
Closed Friday

\AAAAAAAALAALALAALALAALALALA A

Creatively Connect
Intentionally Grow

Joyfully Serve

¢¢eeceeee
<4¢ceececeeee
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Introduction: The gift of new life, of eternal life, is the
gift of the risen Christ. It is the promise of Jesus. It was
true for Dorcas in Joppa. It was true for those “who have
come out of the great ordeal” in the Revelation vision. It
is true for us and for all the baptized: Surely goodness
and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I
will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.

Bread Bakers:
May, Pat Merritt
June, Sandra Andresen

Deliver Food to Food Bank:
May, Ralph & Sandra Andresen
June, Myra Powell

4™ Sunday in Easter Christ Is Risen! He is truly risen!

Like Barnabas and Paul we are made a light for the nations
through our baptismal knowledge of Christ so that the Lord’s
salvation may reach the ends of the earth. We are to continue the
Messiah’s work. Rarely an easy task, this work brings on challenges
and the witness of martyrs. For this ongoing work we need
nourishment at Eucharist, the wedding feast of God’s Lamb. Come to
the Table!

A chronology of the readings this weekend: The gospel of John
was written to a group of Christians that blended together
Samaritans, Jews, and Gentiles, all former enemies, trying to live
Jesus’ invitation to share table fellowship while surviving in the
Roman Empire about 90 A.D. The statement on Jesus’ lips was being
made to the unbelieving Jewish population prior to his death in about
30 A.D. The Acts of the Apostles was written in about 80 A.D. but
refers to events in 50+ A.D. Like John’s Gospel, the Book of
Revelation was compiled between 80 and 100 A.D. and was intended
to support the Christian communities of that period who were
experiencing persecution.

First Reading: Acts 9:36-43

This healing, resurrection story reinforces Peter as the primary
apostle, acting very much in the way Jesus did. The student has
become like the teacher. This would become important as Saul/Paul
began to gain notoriety and influence. Whom would the early
Christian community hold up as their leader in faith?

Peter has made his way to the town of Lydda (Lod) about 25 miles
northwest of Jerusalem, towards the Mediterranean Sea. He is
staying with a disciple there when this opportunity to reveal life in
Christ shows itself. Tabitha was known as a merciful and humble
person. Her death had shaken the town to its core. When summoned
by the believers, Peter goes into the situation and after surveying it,
sends the mourners out of the room. Peter opens himself to being an
instrument for the healing presence of Christ as he prays, then, in the
style of Jesus before the tomb of Lazarus, commands, “Tabitha, get
up.” She responds and is presented a live.

This powerful act opens the door for further witnessing to Cornelius’
household and beyond.

The Message

Second Reading: Revelation 7:9-17 The Message

In his vision, John the Seer witnesses the heavenly scene in
which the righteous—the purified and holy ones, including those
martyrs who have been made victorious in death--stand before God
(the throne) and Christ (the Lamb). Together with the heavenly host
of angels, the righteous offer praise to God who protects them. This
image laden vision gives us insight into a couple of significant
factors present in the Christian community around 100 A.D. The
first is that those who followed “The Way,” or Jesus of Nazareth,
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were cast out of the Jewish communities and the synagogues.

This was the culminating act stemming from the antagonism that
had existed since the time of Paul and Barnabas. Already, there
were martyrs who had sacrificed their lives for the gospel message
(several Apostles, Stephen, James, Peter and Paul, along with
some of their followers, and others) and they were counted among
the multitude of righteous ones. Second, a number of Christians
had been martyred by Roman forces for committing treason
because they would not bow down in worship of the Caesar.
People in the Christian communities throughout Asia Minor
(Turkey & Syria) were wondering how they would endure the
persecution, and more importantly, why they should hang onto
belief in a Jewish God when it brought them real peril? John’s
vision indicates that martyrs do not wait in the places of holding
(i.e. the netherworld, Sheol, Hades, Tartarus) but are already in
places of honor with Jesus before the throne of Almighty God.

The third aspect is the central theme of John’s vision and the
answer to the Christian questioning: Have no fear; Christ’s self-
sacrificing act of love has brought universal salvation. John
describes the multitude of righteous ones (represented in the stars
of the night sky without the pollution of street lamps and parking
lots) as including people from every race, nation, people, and
tongue. Salvation is available to all who have “washed their robes
in the blood of the Lamb.” If taken literally, this image makes
little sense. Instead, it must be understood as a baptismal
reference. Believers wash their robes in baptism as an expression
of their faith in the one who gave his blood for the world as the
sacrificial lamb. It is the grace of Christ’s love that washes away
the blemishes of sin making the robes white and pure, and the
ones who live in this grace will be called righteous.

The final and most comforting message is that Christ will
provide life-giving sustenance for his sheep because he is the
Good Shepherd. This message was especially comforting because
it was being proclaimed to a people of faith struggling to survive.
We use this imagery when speaking of those who have died in
faith: They will hunger and thirst no more. The shepherd will
lead them to life-giving water (baptismal image) and God will
wipe away every tear....”

Gospel: John 10: 22-30 The Message

The gospel of John often uses the image of a sheep-fold or
shepherd to explain the relationship between Jesus and his
followers. The shepherd guides and cares for the sheep, and the
sheep follow willingly. Just as the ideal shepherd risks his life to
care for the sheep, protecting them from wild animals and savage
weather, so also Jesus gives his life for his flock.

The larger context for this passage is the conflict between the
Jewish leadership and Jesus. When the leaders ask Jesus if he is
the Messiah, Jesus responds with the pastoral image found in
today’s gospel. But the thrust of his message is that those who
question his messiahship do not belong to him and have not
listened to his message. Those who belong to him, his sheep, have
listened to him and know his voice and he knows them. He gives
them life through the truth, a life eternal that cannot be taken from
them. John introduces this significant image because he wants the
members of his community to see themselves as the sheep of the
Good Shepherd, Jesus, a title given to him by his Father. In first
century Palestine, despite being rather dense, sheep were seen as

Taped services are found on St. Paul
website, St. Paul YouTube page or St.
Paul Facebook page.

Wednesday, May 4

*  6:00pm Evening Service @ WapsiAna Park
Greeters: WD4 Students
Reader & Prayers: WD4 Students
6:00 pm WD4 @ WapsiAna Park

Sunday, May 8
*  8:30am Service at Church
Comm Prep: Dee Ihlenfeldt
Greeter: Don & Deb Hardersen
Reader & Prayers: Don or Deb Hardersen
PowerPoint: Lois Ocenosak

* 10:30am Service at WapsiAna Park
Comm Prep: Deb Oldham
Greeters: Weaver Family
Reader & Prayers: Kaileen Weaver

Monday, May 9
*  6:30pm Council Meeting

Tuesday, May 10

*  1:30pm Scripture study

*  QGrief Support by request, call Nancy Douglas
*  7:00pm AA— LL CE building

Wednesday, May 11

*  6:00pm Evening Service
Greeters: Marge Bohlken
Reader & Prayers: Polly Chalstrom
PowerPoint: Myra Powell

Sunday, May 15

*  8:30am Service at Church
Comm Prep: Jim & Dolores Albrecht
Greeter: Tom Sabotta & Sherri Evans
Reader: Tom Sabotta
Prayers: Virginia Danielson
PowerPoint: Grant Lubben

* 10:30am Service at WapsiAna Park
Comm Prep: Amy Christianson
Greeters: Clapp/Dales Families
Reader & Prayers: Clapp/Dales Families

* 1:00 pm Confirmation Meeting

St Paul Staff Emails & Phone Numbers

Pastor Rodney blumlwa@gmail.com
(319) 389-6153

Nancy Douglas, Treasurer
njldouglas@hotmail.com
(319) 551-3358

Kaileen Weaver
cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com
(951) 553-5728

Lois Ocenosak
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com
(319) 721-9893
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honorable animals because they would not cry out
when being sheered or slaughtered. Jesus was the
unblemished lamb led silently to his slaughter, and for
the members of John’s community who were
undergoing persecution from both Jewish and Roman
authorities, the idea of maintaining honor as Jesus had
was an important, hope-filled message. They could
strive to do as Jesus had done because in the end was
an honorable reward: resurrection/new life.

Jesus also confidently affirms his oneness with the
Heavenly Father. Following the resurrection, Jesus is
ennobled by his Father with the title Good Shepherd; a
title previously applied to Yahweh alone. John is
contrasting Jesus to the “hirelings and thieving
shepherds” common in his day; in other words, the self
-centered, ego-driven Jewish leadership. Unlike the
Synoptic gospels, (Matthew, Mark, and Luke), which
portray Jesus as hesitant to claim his role as Messiah
because he knows others will misinterpret it as a
warrior king, John makes no qualms about declaring
Jesus’ divine sonship over and over again. Here, Jesus
does not own the title Messiah but claims to bear
God’s power and authority which stirs up tremendous
animosity among his Jewish adversaries. The title of
blasphemer (one who claims Godliness) seems the
only reasonable response to Jesus’ violation of Jewish
law, and his death is made more imminent. For John’s
community, it is the claim that brings life to those who
profess belief in Jesus.

TAKING IT HOME:

e Why do you think Peter sent everyone out of
Tabitha’s room before he prayer with her?

 Search the news for stories of people being
persecuted for their faith. How do their stories reflect
the experience of the early Christians? What good
news of encouragement could be offered to them?

e Look at the mission statement for groups like
Amnesty International, Pax Christi, Catholic Relief
Services, Orders of Religious Sisters or
Missionaries, Lutheran Social Services, the Southern
Poverty Law Institute, Oxfam, or Bread for the
World. In what sense are they doing the same work
as Peter, Paul and Barnabas?

e How can jealousy hamper spiritual growth? Of
whom are you jealous?

e Can you relate a dream you’ve had that helped make
sense out of something troubling in your life? Pay
attention to your dreams for a week.... Is there a
message being delivered to you as you sleep?
Dreams are sometimes referred to as God’s love
letters.

» Have you ever driven someone away because her or
his message was just “too much” for you? Could
you now invite that person back and offer to really
listen?

Mindfulness (set aside three minutes. Breathe. read slowly three
times. Which words or ideas hold energy for you? What images

emerge in you?) “Vulnerability is the birthplace of love,
belonging, joy, courage, empathy, and creativity. It is
the source of hope, empathy, accountability, and
authenticity. If we want greater clarity in our purpose
or deeper and more meaningful spiritual lives,
vulnerability is the path.”

— Brené Brown, Daring Greatly: How the Courage
to Be Vulnerable Transforms the Way We Live,
Love, Parent, and Lead

Opportunities for creatively
serving at St Paul

« Refurbish the community garden raised
beds, immediate need.

. Plant the community garden raised
beds. Soon

« Care for, water, weed the community
garden raised beds for a week/month/
all season, immediate need.

« Assist with the transport & set up (9:00
am) and/or tear down (11:30 am ) of the
outdoor worship music equipment on
Sundays in WapsiAna Park: weekly,
once a month, for a month, all summer.
Begins May 1.

. Be responsible for seeing that the St.
Paul banners are put up in Wapsiana
Park before outdoor worship: for a
month or all summer. Begins May 1.

An eblast has gone out with a google form
to sign up or call Kaileen (951) 553-5728.
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Tom & Sherri Sabotta-Evans- In memory of
Marilyn Sabotta

Tom & Sherri Sabotta-Evans- In Honor of
All Mothers

Barry & Wilma Anderson- In Memory of
Muriel Sperry

Barry & Wilma Anderson- In Memory of Gay
Anderson

Barry & Wilma Anderson- In Honor of Heidi
Vermace

Barry & Wilma Anderson- In Honor of Angie
Anderson

Barb Kleis- In Memory of Iva Heiserman
David Oldham- In Honor of Deb Oldham
David & Deb Oldham- In Memory of Darlene
Hellman

David & Deb Oldham- In Honor of Darlene
Oldham

Steve & Kathy Dornbusch- In Memory of
our Moms Louise Fegebank & Mardelle
Dornbusch

Steve & Kathy Dornbusch- In Honor of
Laura Secrist

Steve Dornbusch- In Honor of Kathy
Dornbusch

Kinsley Hamblin - In Honor of Jamie
Hamblin (mother)

Jamie Hamblin- In Honor of Peggy Gardner
(mother)

Reese, Jude & Benny- In Honor of Victoria
(Tori) Lansing

Annette Wheeler- In Memory of Sandi
Thurm

Brynn, Morgan & Gavin Austin- In Honor of
Lindsey Austin

The Austin Family- In Honor of Julie Weers
Aydin, Bruce & Naomi Weaver- In Honor of
Kaileen Weaver

Curtis Weaver- In Honor of Pat Weaver
Curtis Weaver- In Honor of Jalaa Weaver
Kaileen Weaver- In Honor of Michelle
Deskin

¢
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Dustin & Mackenzie Paulson- In Honor of
Kathy Neal

Dustin & Mackenzie Paulson- In Honor of
Debbie Paulson

Dustin & Mackenzie Paulson- In Honor of
Doris Welk

Dustin & Mackenzie Paulson- In Memory of
Helen Neal

Helen Eden- In Memory of my mother
Dorothy Wood

Fortune Family- In Honor of Donna Jones
Fortune Family- In Memory of Bonny
Fortune

Dee Ihlenfeldt- In Honor of my 3 daughters
& Granddaughter

Gerst-Koppenhaver Family- In Memory of
Helen Gerst

Gerst-Koppenhaver Family- In Honor of
Janice Koppenhaver

Giegerich Family - In Memory of Jane
Walton & Sharon White

Giegerich Family- In Honor of Taylor White
& Shawna Giegerich

Dan Lambertsen- In Honor of Marilyn
Lambertsen

Dan Lambertsen- In Honor of Mary Carol
Lambertsen

Lois Ocenosak - In Memory of Eileen
Ferreter

Serge & Paula Sisler- In Honor of Daughter-
in-Law ReDawn Sisler

Serge & Paula Sisler- In honor of
Granddaughter Kelsy Sisler

Geltz Family- In Memory of Beverly Geltz
Geltz Family- In Memory of Shirley
Rettenmeier

Geltz Family- In Memory of Dorothy Geltz
Allie, Preston & Lillie Geltz- In Honor of
Shelley Plotz

William & Wyatt Giegerich- In Honor of
Marilee Giegerich (Mom)

Shawna Giegerich, Christina White & Taylor
White- In Honor of Sheryl White (Mom)
Giegerich Family- In Honor of Christina
White (God Mother of Andrea)

Betty Hunter- In Memory of her mother
Edna Roeglin

Betty Hunter- In Memory of her sisters,
Sharon, Judy & Diane

Betty Hunter- In Honor of her N.Y.
daughter, Sharon McDonnell
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Mailing Address:

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church
103 East Cedar Street

Anamosa, 1A 52205

Return Service Requested

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

In-Person Worship Services

Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m.
Traditional Sunday 8:30 a.m.

Contemporary Sunday 10:30 a.m. **

Taped service is available on
YouTube, Facebook and website.

** At WapsiAna Park starting May 1

You are cordially invited to attend the
Anamosa High School Class of 2022

Baccalauwreate Service

following the Senior awards ceremony
at 6:00 PM on May 17, 2022

in the Ellen Kennedy Performing Arts Center




