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May 18, 2025 Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Please pray for those going on our service trip, our leaders 
& the Communities we will serve alongside. We will get the 
opportunity to walk alongside the following organizations:  
TACO-Third Avenue Charitable Organization Home | TACOSD  
PATH– Rapid  Re-Housing Program  Greater San Diego | epath.org  
Feeding San Diego- Feeding San Diego – Home  
Father Joe’s Village- Helping San Diego Homeless Shelters Near Me: Vol-
unteer, Donate | Father Joe's Villages  
Border Angels-  Home  
Our Trip will be from Saturday, June 14th-Saturday June, 21st.  
 
 
 Eli Lambertsen 

Dean Lambertsen 
Andrea Gregorich 
Seth Countryman 
Macen Garrett 
 
 

Gus LaDue  
Brylee LaDue  
Ella Vaughn 
Ingrid Vaughn 
Tobi Tapken 
 
 

Elijah Secrist 
Garrett LaDue 
Greta Vaughn  
Kathy LaDue  
Kaileen Weaver 

MISSION TRIP 2025 

https://www.tacosd.org/
https://epath.org/regions/greater-san-diego/
https://feedingsandiego.org/
https://my.neighbor.org/
https://my.neighbor.org/
https://www.borderangels.org/
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Haiku Corner 
 
Gardening 
Today’s seeds plant HOPE 
Nurtures new GROWTH to the soul 
Future Faith abides. 
 
Springtime 
Listen in the air 
A breeze tickles leaves to dance 
Birds speak their magic. 
 
Both by Betty Hunter 

Dorothy Kula’s Birthday Card Shower!! 
 
Dorothy is turning 96 on May 21st and the only thing she wants for her 
birthday is to hear from all her friends here at St. Paul Lutheran Church.  
 
If you have time, please send her a card.  Her address is Dorothy Kula, 
1209 E 3rd Street, Anamosa, IA 52205.   

Saturday, May 17, 2025 is the Synod Assembly hosted at Grandview University in Des Moines. 
Representing St. Paul Lutheran, Anamosa will be voting members Shelby Hollett, Scott Chrisman, and 
Pstr. Rodney 
 
What is a Synod Assembly? 
Each year, representatives from the local churches within a geographical region (synod) gather with 
their bishop in assembly to life up and celebrate ministries and address the official business of the 
synod: approve compensation guidelines, adopt a budget, address resolutions, and elect members to 
the Synod Council and Committees. The Assembly is the synod’s highest legislative authority, limited 
only by the constitution and bylaws of the synod and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, and 
the assembly’s own resolutions. Synod Assembly is also a time to gather from across the synod and 
share what it means to be the body of Christ in southeastern Iowa. 

 
“Building the Future with hope” Update 
 

We have reached our target campaign goal of $450,000! We are now moving toward the challenge goal 
of $600,000, making possible the completion of other needed improvements.  This is a fantastic 
affirmation of the ministry God has called us to do.  As of May 12, 2025, we have received $131,494.83 

in cash with $349,472.34 pledged to be collected for the “Building the Future with hope” project 
over the next three years. This week we will be dedicating our commitments to the honor and glory of 
God as we offer special prayers of thanksgiving. 
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Have you heard a call from God to serve in leadership at St. Paul?  There are so 
many exciting activities and conversations going on….you could be part of it all.  If 
you would like to offer yourself as a nominee for Congregational Council, suggest 
someone else, or find out more about this role, please contact Nancy Stout at 
nancyannstout@gmail.com by June 1. 

Basic Job Description for a St. Paul Congregational Council Member 

• Be installed for two years at worship. 

• Attend Council Retreat (first Sunday in August, noon-3 pm). 

• Attend monthly (typically) third Monday, All Leadership/Council meetings 
setting aside 6-9 pm, beginning the third Monday in August. 

• Be prepared by reading consent agenda materials (finance report, pastor 
report, minutes, and relevant materials prior to the monthly meeting.) 

• Serve as liaison for one the church committees/teams. 

• Know and be able to give voice to the mission of St. Paul Lutheran Church. 

• Discuss in a respectful and truthful manner keeping the good of the community 
at heart. 

• Resolve issues by first talking with the person/people most directly involved. 

• Follow through on agreed upon action items. 

• Participate regularly in the prayer and worship life of the community. 

• Support the vitality of the faith community by sharing your charism(s) and 
calling them forth from others. 

• Extend hospitality. 
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From Pastor Rodney….. 
 
As I prepare for my 6 Sunday sabbatical beginning the afternoon of May 25, I am grateful for 
this opportunity and wanted to share a few details with you about my time away and what you 
can expect here at St. Paul in my absence. Regular weekly worship will be led by Pstr. Steve 
Dornbusch and Pstr. Kathryn Franzenburg.  I am incredibly grateful for their generous support 
in this time.  Regular home visitation will continue with Nancy Lyon Douglas.  Emergency 
pastoral needs and funerals will be responded to by local Pastors Dennis Rodenberg, Holly 
Knouse, and Kathryn F.  If you have a need, call the office at 319.462-4841 and follow the 
prompts to get hold of someone; phone messages will be checked daily.  Just know that if you 
call me, I most likely will not respond in a timely manner because I will be on technology 
blackout most of my time away. 
 

The purpose of this sabbatical is to disconnect from the regular rhythms and responsibilities 
of ministry and to reflect on my vocational calling.  The wisdom of the church recognizes that 
too often, rostered ministers trend towards “burn out” because of high demands on emotions 
and the need to be constantly available.  This is compounded in solo Pastor calls. 
 

I turned 61 in December of 2024, and in this 8th year at St. Paul, I am more aware of my 
physical and emotional weariness. In addition, I believe there is some grief from my cancer 
journey that I have not yet fully processed.  In order to engage that process while seeking 
some rejuvenation and healing rest, I will begin with a weeklong retreat at St. John’s Abbey in 
Collegeville, MN.  There, I will spend time walking by beautiful Lake Sagatagan, biking the 
Wobegon Trail, reading, journaling, napping, and praying 3-5 times daily with the community.  
From there, I will join a high school classmate to begin a ten-day, self-contained bike ride on 
the Mesabi Trail through northeast MN.  I look forward to living simply and letting Mother 
Earth speak and heal.  In the remaining sabbatical time, I will nurture relationships with my 
extended family at a multi-day reunion, gather with former ministry colleagues, work in a 
shelter for the unhoused, engage in Native American ceremony, and prepare for ministry in the 
Fall. 
 

Each week I am away, a “St. Paul Sabbatical Small Group Symposia paralleling Pastor 
Rodney’s work” will be published in the Pulse.  As it suggests, the congregation is asked to 
consider some of the same formational questions I will be contemplating.  When I return, I 
would love to have some potlucks or town hall meetings to share our thoughts and experiences.  
I would encourage you to find another person, couple, or small group you trust with whom you 
can intentionally engage these tasks and/or questions intended to enhance our identity and 
vision as a faith community.  I’m including the first one here:  
 

“Congregation’s Work: With the pause and change in regular ministries that typically happens 
during the Summer, the congregation will explore individually and collectively where they’ve 
noticed God in the experience of Mitakuye Oyasin (all are relatives) and Shalom (Harmony, 
Balance, Wholeness) in the St. Paul community? 
 

May 25-31    Mitakuye Oyasin is a Lakota Sioux term that means, “All are relatives or All are 
related.”  It mirrors the Christian concept of communion.  Name experiences that confirm the 
truth of this expression.  In what ways did Jesus show his connectedness to all?  What in the 
U.S. culture works against this idea?  How do you live Mitakuye Oyasin and what difference 
does it make?” 
 

I would ask that you keep me in your prayers during this sabbatical time. Mostly, I desire to 
fall in love with life all over again.  If you see lights on, its because Bonnie is still at the 
parsonage, and you’ll still be greeted by Muffin, Theo, and Ollie if you stop by, so keep her in 
your prayers too! 
 
Aho, Mitakuye Oyasin!   PRodney 
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Last day of WD4 for the summer….Thanks to Laura Niklasen and Steve Dornbusch for our great music!! 
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And if God is in everything—in the bend of the river 
and the apricot tree, the song of the blackbird 

and the awkward smile of the little ballerina 
in purple who wandered out tonight onto the stage 

to join a dance recital already in progress— 
a dance class that wasn’t even hers— yes, if God 

is in everything, and I believe God is— 
in the dishrag, in the man who throws 

bottles at the people marching for peace, 
even in this angriest red sliver of me, 

if God is in everything then maybe that is why 
I have started to want to pray to everything— 
or maybe more truly, to pray with everything— 

the wave, the blossom, the awkward smile, 
the dirty cotton, the broken glass, the rising ache, 

the wonder that opens in me when I trust 
there was never even a half of a moment when we all 

did not deeply, fully, wholly belong to each other.  
 

Rosemerry Wahtola Trommer, “How I’ve Started to Pray” 

Prayer by Hazel Kellogg 
 

When you get up in the morning,  
Do you quietly kneel and pray? 
And ask that God will guide you 
And lead you through the day? 

Do you honor, love and praise Him 
And ask forgiveness from above? 
As He holds His arms out to you 

With His unending love? 
Do you thank Him for the Sunshine 

And a night of peaceful rest? 
Do you feel His presence near you 
And know how much you’re blest? 

If you do you’ll have assurance 
No matter what the day may bring 

If you will put your hand in His 
And trust Him for everything. 

He will lead you through the valleys  
And up to the mountain high 
So your happy soul within you 

Can almost touch the sky. 
So praise Him every morning 
Before you do another thing 

And you’ll go forward through the day 
In the presence of the King. 

 
 “The End” 
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Wednesday,  May 14 
*  8:00 am Men’s Worship Group—CE Building 
*  6:00 pm  Evening Service 
   Comm Prep: Ken/Pam Humpal 
   Greeters: Ken/Pam Humpal 
   Readings/Prayers:  Polly Chalstrom 
   Comm Server: Polly Chalstrom 
   PowerPoint: Beth Hora 
Sunday, May 18 

 8:00 am Service 
  Comm Prep: Jeff/Kristi Fortune 
  Greeters: Dale/Pat Jensen 
  Readings/Prayers: Pat Jensen 
  Comm Servers: Dale/Pat Jensen 
  PowerPoint: Lubben Family 
* 10:30 am Service 
  Comm Prep: Paula Sisler 
  Greeters:  Orlyn/Kathy Brunssen 
  Readings/Prayers: Kathy Dornbusch 
  Comm Servers:  Fred/Lindsey Austin 
   PowerPoint: Seth Secrist 
  Livestream: Ingrid Vaughn 
Monday, May 19  
*  6:00 pm NA —LL CE Building 
Tuesday, May 20 
*  6:00 pm Grief Support by Request, call Nancy Douglas 
*  7:00 pm AA—LL CE Building 
Wednesday,  May 21 
*  8:00 am Men’s Worship Group—CE Building 
*  6:00 pm  Evening Service 
   Comm Prep: Darla Algoe 
   Greeters: Darla Algoe 
   Readings/Prayers:  Beth Hora 
   Comm Server: Beth Hora 
    PowerPoint:  Myra Powell  
Sunday, May 25 

  8:00 am Service 
  Comm Prep:   Ed/Jan Allaire 
  Greeters: Sherri Evans/Tom Sabotta 
  Readings/Prayers:  Tom Sabotta 
  Comm Servers: Sherri Evans/Tom Sabotta 
  PowerPoint: Deb Hardersen 
* 10:30 am Service 
  Comm Prep:  Wilma Anderson 
  Greeters:  Curtis Weaver Family 
  Readings/Prayers:   Kaileen Weaver 
  Comm Servers:  Scott Chrisman/Kaileen Weaver 
   PowerPoint: Ella Giegerich 
  Livestream: Luke Chrisman 
Monday, May 26  
*  6:00 pm NA —LL CE Building 
Tuesday, May 27 
*  6:00 pm Grief Support by Request, call Nancy Douglas 
*  7:00 pm AA—LL CE Building 
Wednesday,  May 28 
*  8:00 am Men’s Worship Group—CE Building 
*  6:00 pm  Evening Service 
   Comm Prep: Darla Algoe 
   Greeters: Darla Algoe 
   Readings/Prayers:  Darla Algoe 
   Comm Server:  Darla Algoe 
   PowerPoint: Myra Powell  

 

Grief Share is available upon request. Please contact Nancy 
Douglas if interested 319-551-3358.  
 

NA meets in the lower level of the CE building on Monday 
evenings at 6:00 pm. 
AA meets in the lower level of the CE building on Tuesday 
evenings at 7:00 pm.  
 

Jones County Food Bank:  
To donate money, checks may be written to Jones County 
Community Food Bank and mailed to 105 Broadway Place, 
Anamosa IA 52205.   The ideal donation will enable a family 
to “make a meal,” so items such as pasta and canned pasta 
sauce, canned tuna and/or chicken and/or beef, Hamburger 
Helper items are great.  Personal care items are always 
welcome.  Many people who don’t use food stamps don’t 
know that those on food stamps can’t use that money for 
personal care items—only food.  So, personal care items 
would be great. 

 

Bread Bakers:  
June:  Sandra Andresen 
July:   Sherri Evans 
August:  Brian Lubben 
 

Deliver Food to Food Bank:  
June:  Myra Powell 
July:   Barb Kleis 
August:  Ralph/Sandy Andresen 

 

Recorded services are found on St. Paul website, 
YouTube page or Facebook page.  

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline 
Available 24 Hours 

Languages:  English, Spanish 
800-273-8255 

Please Pray for the Following 
(Why people want prayers isn’t important, the prayers are!) 

 

We pray for all who need healing, strength or comfort, 
especially Marty Rowland,  DJ Condry, Larry Dougherty and 
Ron Steffen, friend of Betty Hunter.  For peace in our nation & 
world, for safety in our schools and communities and for 
those seeking a safe home. To add a name call or 
email  Kathy at 319-462-4841/stpaulanamosa@gmail.com.  

As a Congregation our mission is to: 
 

Creatively Connect 
Intentionally Grow 

Joyfully Serve 
 

SO THAT—together, as brothers and sisters from all 
generations, backgrounds, skills, gifts and resources, the 
people of St. Paul will be known as disciples of Christ in 
the World. 

Readings for May 25— Galatians 1:13-17; 2:11-21  
          (Luke 18:9-14)       

https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:stpaulanamosa@gmail.com
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Mailing Address:  
St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
103 East Cedar Street 
Anamosa, IA 52205 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

 

Wednesday, 6:00 pm service  
will be held at church 

  
Sunday 8:00 am Traditional service  

will be held at church. 
 

Sunday 10:30 am Contemporary service 
will be held at church 

 

 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

May 18   Dedication of Pledges at services 

May 18   Final Confirmation session with mentors following 10:30 service.   Fellowship Hall 

May 18   Anamosa High School Graduation 

May 19   All Leadership Mtg @ 6:00 pm 

May 26   Memorial Day (office closed) 

May 26   Pastor Rodney begins Sabbatical  

June 9-11   Kathy Vacation 

June 14-21   Mission Trip (Kaileen to accompany) 

June 16   Council Meeting 6:30 pm Fellowship Hall 

June 15   Father’s Day 


