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May 25, 2025 Sixth Sunday of Easter

From Pastor Rodney.....

As I prepare for my 6 Sunday sabbatical beginning the afternoon of May 25, T am grateful for this
opportunity and wanted to share a few details wi'ra you about my fime away and what you can expect here at
St. Paul in my absence. Regular weekly worship will be led by Pstr. Steve Dornbusch and Pstr. Kathryn
Franzenburg. I am incredibly grateful for their generous support in this time. Regular home visitation will
continue with Nancy Lyon Douglas. Emergency pastoral needs and funerals will be responded to by local
Pastors Dennis Rodenberg, Holly Knouse, and Kathryn F. If you have a need, call the office at 319.462-4841
and follow the prompts to get hold of someone; phone messages will be checked daily. Just know that if you
call me, I most likely will not respond in a timely manner because I will be on technology blackout most of my
time away.

The purpose of this sabbatical is to disconnect from the regular rhythms and responsibilities of ministry and
to reflect on my vocational calling. The wisdom of the church recognizes that too often, rostered ministers
trend towards "burn out” because of high demands on emotions and the need to be constantly available. This
is compounded in solo Pastor calls.

I turned 61 in December of 2024, and in this 8™ year at St. Paul, I am more aware of my physical and
emotional weariness. In addition, I believe there is some grief from my cancer journey that I have not yet
fully processed. In order to engage that process while seeking some rejuvenation and healing rest, I will begin
with a weeklong retreat at St. John's Abbey in Collegeville, MN. There, I will spend time walking by beautiful
Lake Sagatagan, biking the Wobegon Trail, reading, journaling, napping, and praying 3-5 times daily with the
community. From there, I will join a high school classmate to begin a ten-day, self-contained bike ride on the
Mesabi Trail through northeast MN. T look forward to living simply and letting Mother Earth speak and heal.
In the remaining sabbatical time, I will nurture relationships with my extended family at a multi-day reunion,
gather with former ministry colleagues, work in a shelter for the unhoused, engage in Native American
ceremony, and prepare for ministry in the Fall.

Each week I am away, a "St. Paul Sabbatical Small Group Symposia paralleling Pastor Rodney's work™ will
be published in the Pulse. As it suggests, the congregation is asked to consider some of the same formational
questions I will be contemplating. When I return, I would love to have some potlucks or town hall meetings to
share our thoughts and experiences. I would encourage you to find another person, couple, or small group you
trust with whom you can intentionally engage these tasks and/or questions intended to enhance our identity
and vision as a faith community. I'm including the first one here:

“Congregation's Work: With the pause and change in regular ministries that typically happens during the
Summer, the congregation will explore individually and collectively where they've noticed God in the
experience of Mitakuye Oyasin (all are relatives) and Shalom (Harmony, Balance, Wholeness) in the St. Paul
community?

May 25-31 Mitakuye Oyasin is a Lakota Sioux term that means, "All are relatives or All are related.” It
mirrors the Christian concept of communion. Name experiences that confirm the truth of this expression. In
what ways did Jesus show his connectedness to all? What in the U.S. culture works against this idea? How do
you live Mitakuye Oyasin and what difference does it make?"

I would ask that you keep me in your prayers during this sabbatical time. Mostly, I desire to fall in love with
life all over again. If you see lights on, its because Bonnie is still at the parsonage, and you'll still be greeted
by Muffin, Theo, and Ollie if you stop by, so keep her in your prayers too!

Aho, Mitakuye Oyasinl PRodney
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Summer Worship Schedule

This summer, we will continue to worship at the "usual” times:
=  Wednesday—6:00 pm—alternate tradition/contemporary services
=  Sunday— 8:00 am Tradition service

10:30 am Contemporary service
All worship services will be held in ’rll?\e church this year, with one exception. An outdoor service at
Central Park is being planned for Sunday, August 24th. Watch for more information on that service
as August approaches.

The Hospitality Committee would like to thank all that participated in any way for the funeral luncheons for the families
of Joyce Wendt and Jerald B. Rohr. The compassionate people of our church make these luncheons run so smoothly and
all are very much appreciated. If you were kind enough to supply a salad or dessert, please remember to pick up your
container on the back corner counter of the kitchen. Thank youl

PSS Dinner With Friends
o ,r "a, A g Round up a date or come as you are, we’re going to enjoy Boondocks in
g Anamosa for Dinner with Friends on Thursday, June 12 at 5:00 pm. All
,::':3.":.":;; are welcome, hope to see you there!

Have you heard a call from God to serve in leadership at St. Paul? There are so many exciting
| activities and conversations going on....you could be part of it all. If you would like to offer
Iyourself as a nominee for Congregatlonal Council, suggest someone else, or find out more

about this role, please contact Nancy Stout at nancyannstout@gmail.com by June 1.

Basic Job Description for a St. Paul Congregational Council Member:

Be installed for two years at worship.

Attend Council Retreat (first Sunday in August, noon-3 pm).

Attend monthly (typically) third Monday, All Leadership/Council meetings setting aside 6-9
pm, beginning the third Monday in August.

Be prepared by reading consent agenda materials (finance report, pastor report, minutes,
and relevant materials prior to the monthly meeting.)

Serve as liaison for one of the church committees/teams.

Know and be able to give voice to the mission of St. Paul Lutheran Church.

Discuss in a respectful and truthful manner keeping the good of the community at heart.

Resolve issues by first talking with the person/people most directly involved.

Follow through on agreed upon action items.

Participate regularly in the prayer and worship life of the community.

Support the vitality of the faith community by sharing your charism(s) and calling them forth
from others.

Extend hospitality.



St. Paul Lutheran Church | 103 E Cedar Street. Anamosa, IA 52205 | Phone: (319) 462-4841 | stpaulanamosa@gmail.com

As a Congregation our mission is to:

Creatively Connect
Intentionally Grow
Joyfully Serve

= SO THAT—together, as brothers and sisters from all

= generations, backgrounds, skills, gifts and resources, the
= people of St. Paul will be known as disciples of Christ in

= the World.

Please Pray for the Following

(Why people want prayers isn’t important, the prayers are!)

We pray for all who need healing, strength or comfort,
especially Marty Rowland, DJ Condry, Larry Dougherty,
Eddie Allair, Ed Allair's son and Ron Steffen, friend of Betty
Hunter. For peace in our nation & world, for safety in our
schools and communities and for those seeking a safe
home. To add a name call or email Kathy at 319-462-4841/
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com.

Readings for June 1— Galatians 3:1-9, 23-29
I (Luke 1:68-79) I

Grief Share is available upon request. Please contact Nancy
Douglas if interested 319-551-3358.

NA meets in the lower level of the CE building on Monday
evenings at 6:00 pm.
AA meets in the lower level of the CE building on Tuesday
evenings at 7:00 pm.

Jones County Food Bank:

To donate money, checks may be written to Jones County
Community Food Bank and mailed to 105 Broadway Place,
Anamosa |A 52205. The ideal donation will enable a family
to “make a meal,” so items such as pasta and canned pasta
sauce, canned tuna and/or chicken and/or beef, Hamburger
Helper items are great. Personal care items are always
welcome. Many people who don’t use food stamps don’t
know that those on food stamps can’t use that money for
personal care items—only food. So, personal care items
would be great.

Recorded services are found on St. Paul website,
YouTube page or Facebook page.

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline
Available 24 Hours
Languages: English, Spanish
800-273-8255

Bread Bakers:

June: Sandra Andresen
July: Sherri Evans
August: Brian Lubben

Deliver Food to Food Bank:
June: Myra Powell

July: Barb Kleis

August: Ralph/Sandy Andresen

Wednesday, May 21
* 8:00 am Men’s Worship Group—CE Building
* 6:00 pm Evening Service
Comm Prep: Darla Algoe
Greeters: Darla Algoe
Readings/Prayers: Beth Hora
Comm Server: Beth Hora
PowerPoint: Myra Powell
Sunday, May 25
* 8:00 am Service
Comm Prep: Ed/Jan Allaire
Greeters: Sherri Evans/Tom Sabotta
Readings/Prayers: Tom Sabotta
Comm Servers: Sherri Evans/Tom Sabotta
PowerPoint: Deb Hardersen
*10:30 am Service
Comm Prep: Wilma Anderson
Greeters: Curtis Weaver Family
Readings/Prayers: Kaileen Weaver
Comm Servers: Scott Chrisman/Kaileen Weaver
PowerPoint: Ella Giegerich
Livestream: Luke Chrisman
Monday, May 26
* 6:00 pm NA —LL CE Building
Tuesday, May 27
* 6:00 pm Grief Support by Request, call Nancy Douglas
* 7.00 pm AA—LL CE Building
Wednesday, May 28
* 8:00 am Men’s Worship Group—CE Building
* 6:00 pm Evening Service
Comm Prep: Darla Algoe
Greeters: Darla Algoe
Readings/Prayers: Darla Algoe
Comm Server: Darla Algoe
PowerPoint: Myra Powell
Sunday, June 1
* 8:00 am Service
Comm Prep: Ed Gerst/Susan Koppenhaver
Greeters: Ed Gerst/Susan Koppenhaver
Readings/Prayers: Virginia Danielson
Comm Servers: Ed Gerst/Susan Koppenhaver
PowerPoint: Macen Garrett
*10:30 am Service
Comm Prep:
Greeters:
Readings/Prayers:
Comm Servers:
PowerPoint:
Livestream:
Monday, June 2
* 6:00 pm NA —LL CE Building
Tuesday, June 3
* 6:00 pm Grief Support by Request, call Nancy Douglas
* 7:00 pm AA—LL CE Building
Wednesday, June 4
* 8:00 am Men’s Worship Group—CE Building
* 6:00 pm Evening Service
Comm Prep: Marlene Serbousek
Greeters: Summer Parks
Readings/Prayers: Summer Parks
Comm Server; Marlene Serbousek
PowerPoint: Beth Hora
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Mailing Address:

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church
103 East Cedar Street

Anamosa, 1A 52205

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Wednesday, 6:00 pm service
will be held at church

: Sunday 8:00 am Traditional service
R : will be held at church.

Sunday 10:30 am Contemporary service
will be held at church

— — |
CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH
May 26 Memorial Day (office closed)
May 26 Pastor Rodney begins Sabbatical
June 9-11 Kathy Vacation
June 12 Dinner / Friends @ Boondocks 5:00 pm H
June 14-21 Mission Trip (Kaileen to accompany)
June 15 Father's Day
June 16 Council Meeting 6:30 pm Fellowship Hall
June 20 1st Day of Summer
; —— ——
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St. Paul Lutheran Congregational Council Meeting Summary
May 19, 2025

Call to Order - Scott called the meeting to order at 7:14 p.m.

Present: Scott Chrisman, Dave Oldham, Fred Austin, Dustin Paulson, Michele Countryman, Vicki
Wacker, Shelby Hollett, Nancy Stout

Not present: Pastor Rodney, Jerry Crowe, Macen Garrett

Consent Agenda Discussion and Approval - Dustin made the motion to approve the consent agenda.
Michele seconded. Ayes carry.

Treasurer’s Report

« Giving was down about $5,000 last month.

o This year, income was $21,000 more than expenses.

o Pledges and donations are welcome at anytime for “Building the Future with Hope”.
o Please write separate checks for designated accounts.

Old Business

Signatures have been updated for the bank box.

Pumpkinfest Tractors- Nancy contacted the Chamber giving them permission to use our parking lot.

The agreement with the construction manager will be finalized and the contract needs to be signed.

Update on capital campaign and building project - Nancy shared a note from Pastor Tom, our

consultant, praising us for our dedication in completing a successful campaign. He enjoyed working

with us and wishes us the best. Pastor Tom’s work is completed and final payment has been sent. As

of May 19th, cash received is $138,224.83 and pledges committed are $350,912.34, totaling

$489,137.17. The construction manager will be obtaining bids soon. Heating/cooling will be the first

project, followed by electrical.

o North property grading—Matt Sams will do the grading between May 27 and 30. The dirt will be
moved. After it is harrowed and grass seed is spread, straw will be laid. Volunteers are needed to
keep the space watered.

Electronic Vote
« On May 4, Nancy made the motion to hire Dean Niklasen as construction manager for the renovation
projects at $75/hour. Dave seconded. Ayes carry.

Closed Session - Dave made the motion to go into closed session, Scott seconded.
Open Session Resumed

New Business

o Establishing a Rainy Day Fund - Dave recommended setting aside a designated amount of money
each month to be used for emergencies that may arise. Scott made the motion to transfer $1000 each
month from general checking to the building savings account, starting June 15. Dave seconded. Ayes
carry.

e Ministerial and Camino de Emaus donations - The Anamosa Ministerial Association is seeking
donations to help families with rent assistance. Pastor Pilar spoke at the Synod Assembly about
helping a vulnerable population start forming a church in Davenport, Camino de Emaus. Discussion
was held concerning how we might be able to financially assist these organizations. No decision was
made, it is being tabled until the June meeting.

« Patriot Software for bookkeeping - Dave explained a new online version of bookkeeping that is more
fluid and could be used by someone in his absence. The accountant is competent in using this
system. Dustin made the motion to purchase this online bookkeeping software at $20/month, taking
effect July 1. Fred seconded. Ayes carry.




St. Paul Lutheran Church | 103 E Cedar Street. Anamosa, IA 52205 | Phone: (319) 462-4841 | stpaulanamosa@gmail.com

Council Minutes Cont.

Budget discussion - Dave informed us the budget is balanced and pretty much the same. There is still
money in the budget that was allocated for the stripping of the floors in the CE building. Fred is making
plans to have this work done. We want to make sure we are appropriately allocating for the youth.

Tax bill- We received a tax bill on the Winders’ house in the amount of $550. This was for the year,
2023. In the future there will be no more taxes due on this property.

Annual meeting - is scheduled for July 27th. Encourage people to mark their calendars.

Interest on Endowment Fund- Many years ago an endowment fund was established and has accrued
over $20,000 in interest. The Council supports the recommendation of transferring the interest of
$20,000 to the “Building the Future with Hope” account. A request for this transfer of funds will be
presented to the Memorial committee. A congregational vote will be held at the annual meeting on
July 13.

North side of the church - Notes were shared from a group of church members who met on May 7 to
imagine ways the vacant lot north of the church could be used. Members of the group are
knowledgeable of gardening, horticulture, and nature. A possible idea might be the development of a
permaculture orchard - a piece of land that has been planted with fruit trees, shrubs, herbs, and
ground cover in an environmentally responsible and productive way. This type of orchard has multiple
layers of vegetation that not only produce food, but also improve the soil and usually attracts beneficial
pollinators and repels pests. After more research of interest and resources has been completed, a
formal presentation to leadership will happen later this summer.

Adjournment - Dave made the motion to adjourn at 8:47 p.m. Dustin seconded. Ayes carry.

Respectfully submitted,
Nancy Stout, secretary

Date and time for next meeting: June 16, 2025 at 6:30 p.m.

Update on “Building the Future with Hope”

As of May 19th, pledges have been submitted by 92 families.

Current amounts:

Cash donations  $138,224.83

Pledges $350,912.34

Total $489,137.17
We thank God for bringing us to such a remarkable expression of trust
and hope in Him and the future.

If you have not yet returned your commitment card, you may still do
that at anytime. Donations are always welcome. When writing checks,
please clearly note that it is for “Building the Future with Hope.” If you
need assistance with automated giving, please contact our treasurer,
Dave Oldham.

Thank you for your prayers and generous support.




