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The St. Paul Hospitality Committee members have been considering the
feasibility of replacing the tables in the church fellowship area with round  piies
tables. Then idea began several years ago with the former Women of the
ELCA (WELCA) but when the group disbanded the 1dea stalled. Several
members noted that the use of round tables for our 100™ anniversary
dinner was both welcoming and invited more conversation.

The committee began by setting up the long tables to hold 10-12 people,
and found that has encouraged fellowship and conversation in this “almost
round” form, making it a more inviting and inclusive atmosphere for
families gathering for funeral lunches as well as any other gatherings.

Then we approached the church council with our proposal to purchase 12 round tables. Council gave
approval for a request to the Memorial Fund for approximately $3000 for the project, and the
Memorial Fund committee agreed to our request

Input from our church family is welcomed. The Hospitality Committee has appreciated the generous
spirit of service and welcoming that our members display when we work together. We hope this
project will enhance our ability to serve our church and wider community.

Ed Gerst, member of the Hospitality Community
Virginia Danielson, former member of the Hospitality Committee
Paula Sisler, Representing the Memorial Fund

Summer Worship Schedule beginning May 29.

6:00 p.m. Wednesday Service in the St. Paul Church, the service will be the same but the
music style will alternate weeks beginning with traditional on May 29.

8:00 a.m. every Sunday Traditional Service in the Church

10:30 a.m. Sunday Contemporary service at WapsiaAna Park beginning June 2 through
Labor Day weekend. If inclement weather, an eblast and Facebook post will be issued as
early as possible and the service will be offered at the Church. {On July 28, the 10:30
service will be held in the Church and followed by the Annual Meeting. No outdoor service
will be offered.}

We look forward to praying with you!
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St. Paul Lutheran Congregational Council Summary
May 13, 2024 6:30 p.m.

Opening Prayer and Call to Order at 6:33pm by Scott Chrisman

Present: Fred Austin (arrived at 7:10), Scott Chrisman (President), Pastor Rodney Bluml, Michele Countryman (Secretary),
Andrea Giegerich, Susan Koppenhaver, David Oldham (Treasurer), Vicki Wacker, Dustin Paulsen

Not Present: Jamie Hamblin (Vice President), Ella Vaughn

Consent Agenda Discussion and Approval
April Financial Reports (attached), St. Paul Council April Meeting Minutes (attached), Pastor’s Report (below)

Pastor Rodney Bluml motioned to approve the consent agenda and Susan Koppenhaver second. The ELCA to date amount
requires an update prior to release as it is incorrect. As of March 31, 2024 the amount is $5042.72. The incorrect amount will be
struck from last month’s minutes. Ayes carry.

Electronic Discussion(s): None
Treasurer Report: St Paul Finance Committee Report - April 2024

All things come from you, O God, and with gratitude we return to you what is yours. You gave your only Son, Jesus Christ, to be
our Savior. And so, in gratitude for all your gifts, we offer ourselves and all that we have in union with Christ’s offering for us. By
your Holy Spirit, make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world; through Jesus Christ our
Savior. Amen.

Thank you for your generous donations to St. Paul. Your support is vital to our ongoing efforts to create a welcoming and
inclusive space where individuals can experience God’s love and find solace and strength. Your faithfulness in supporting St.
Paul is deeply appreciated. Your gifts of time, talent, and treasures help us to make a positive impact in the lives of others.

Monthly Financials:
March Balances: General Checking $44,951.96
Memorial Accounts $32,772.19
Land Maintenance and Development $55,211.51

Income 4/2023 $26,456.38 Income 4/2024 $28,653.61
Expenses 4/2023 $29,851.85 Expenses 4/2024 $21,714.89

We continue to increase our income through your generosity and have been keeping our expenses below last year. Thanks to a
very generous St. Paul community. We have all seen inflation and St Paul has also, consider upping your contributions weekly by
even a small amount helps. Thanks again!

A reminder that we all can do your giving automatically through VANCO Faith. Go to our stpaulanamosa.com, under more... tab
use Give Online. You can also go to: http://www.stpaulanamosa.com/give-online.html.
If you need help with setting up or increasing your giving through Vanco let me know and | can be of assistance.

Thank you for your generosity to St Paul Lutheran. David Oldham

Pastor’s Report to Church Council May 2024
Pastor’'s Report to Church Council April/May 2024

Jer. 29: 11 For | know the plans | have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you
hope and a future. 12 Then, you will call on me and come and pray to me, and | will listen to you.

1. Funerals: Dennis Hansen 4/6, JoAnn Hollett 4/13

2. Weddings: Jamie Behnke/Loren Martin, (non-members) 5/11/24

3. New Members: Macen Garrett, Ashtyn Weber, Luke Chrisman, Gust LaDue, Eli Lambertsen, Preston Geltz through
Affirmation of Faith (Confirmation) on 4/28/24

4. Baptisms: Cheyenne Vavricek, daughter of Catherine/Kyle on 3/24/24; Layne Rose Hardersen, daughter of Jenna/Lee on
3/31/24.

5. | completed my three-year term on the Synod Council and look forward to attending the Synod Assembly on May 17/18 with
our voting reps Jerry Crowe and Kaileen Weaver.

| completed my participation in the Moses Project with 20 other rural Lutheran pastors from throughout the Midwest. This was a
10-month, clergy renewal program hosted at Grandview University and funded by the Lilly Foundation. Much appreciated!


http://www.stpaulanamosa.com/give-online.html
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Old Business

e Adjacent 208 North Ford St. house property discussion
Adrian Knuth has spoken with Lary Winders and they intend to have it cleaned out by the end of the month. Once cleaned out,
the deed should be forthcoming. The appraisal check has been sent by St. Paul but not cleared the bank yet.
In looking at the appraisal, Beacon does have some of the property line drawings but not sure of exact plot lines. The
total appraisal was $20,000 and it was noted there may need to be a rezoning as plans move forward.
Building Committee Update
June 30, 6:30 p.m. in the Church - Congregation Presentation of four options or development proposals led by the Rinderknecht
architect and Vision Team. From this meeting, we hope to have a direction to propose for a congregational vote on July 28 at
the annual meeting. The Vision Team intends to prepare handouts for distribution prior to the June 30 meeting.
New Business
Round tables: A motion to break protocol to allow Virginia Danielson to present a proposal to the Council.
Some St. Paul Hospitality Committee members met with Paula Sisler from the Memorial Fund Committee over the winter
months to consider the feasibility of replacing the tables in the fellowship area with round tables. This has long been
under discussion, beginning with the former Women of the ELCA (WELCA) Organization.
The Hospitality Committee members found that setting up the long tables to hold 10-12 people has encouraged
fellowship and conversation in this “almost round” form, making it a more inviting and inclusive atmosphere for families
gathering for funeral lunches as well as any other gatherings, but it still left people quite far away from each other. The
current tables are aged but would still be able to be sold.
David Oldham motioned to endorse getting 12 tables for the fellowship hall as proposed by Virginia Danielson. Vicki
Wacker second the motion. Ayes carry. The council requested Virginia work with Paula Sisler to present to the memorial
committee for funding. This would seem to fit perfectly in the purpose of Memorial Funds. If the Memorial Committee
does not support this request, bring it back to the Council.

e Move Council meeting to 3rd Monday of month?

0 Because the accountant is sometimes struggling to complete the financial report by the second Monday, David Oldham
makes a motion to move the monthly Council meeting to the third Monday of the month, effective immediately. Fred Austin
second the motion. Ayes carry. Next meeting will be June 17th and it will be an All Leadership Meeting beginning at 6:00 pm.

0 FYI: Several downtown businesses have contacted us over the past three years to ask if it would be possible to purchase
some of the land to move the REC lot over and create downtown parking. Each inquirer has been told that if REC was interested
in a discussion, it would be entered into but until then, it is a moot point. The council agreed that it is too early to make any
decisions about property being sold. The cell tower contract would also need to be reviewed.

0 The City of Anamosa sent a letter to us stating that they intend to purchase the alley that was agreed upon by the
congregation two years ago. Funds were not available then but they are now. Regardless, the city intends to pursue imminent
domain if we do not sell. David Oldham makes a motion for Scott Chrisman to use due diligence to review the new agreement to
make sure the terms are consistent with the old terms and if there are no major changes, then sign the agreement. Dustin
Paulson second the motion. Ayes Carry. Scott will visit with Jamie as she is also a property owner affected by this requirement.

0 Cleaning Day proposed to focus on the CE Building on August 3 from 8-12p. Linda K. would like to put together a list of tasks
well in advance and allow people to sign up for what they want to complete on that day. Hopefully this will inspire more
ownership and accountability.

0 July 28th is the annual meeting after the second service.

0 Colin and Lynn are addressing the issues noted by the state boiler inspector. Insurance does need to be renewed soon. The
gutter and downspout on the CE Bldng are in the process of being repaired. A CO2 detector is installed in the basement of the
CE Bldng.

Start to pull together your committee reports for the Annual Report. David will review the overall budget with the financial
subcommittee and get to Council for preview by June.

Closing Thought & Adjourn: David Oldham made a motion to adjourn at 8:16pm. Michele Countryman second the motion. Ayes
carry  Sometimes “P” and “RC” don’t mean what you think they do.

Date and time for next meeting: June 17, 2024 6:00 p.m. - All Leadership followed by Church Council
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Building the Future with Hope

We will be presenting four scenarios to you on Sunday night, June 30", at
6:30 pm at the church. You will have a chance to make your feelings and
thoughts known about the direction our congregation should go, as we envision

the future of our congregation and its ministry for the next many years.,
P:ease put this date on your calendar now, so that it is a priority in your future!
planning.

Lutheran World Relief Quilting News...

LWR quilters are beginning a new session starting on May 14, and continuing their work
on June 11, July 9, and August 13. All work sessions are scheduled for 1:00 PM in the
church fellowship area. Those who sew are encouraged to work at home, creating quilt
tops and backs for the project, using fabrics of their own, or from the Lutheran Relief
quilters’ stash. The quilt tops measure 60” x 80" and quilt backs measure 64” x 84.”
Donations should be pressed and ready to be used. Sheets in good condition can also be
used for quilt backs. Batting has been purchased through the Thrivent Action program. Our
Lutheran World Relief quilters join thousands from across the world working to keep
recipients warm and feeling loved. Join in and share the love, laughter, and good
conversation...and maybe a sweet treat!

THE USE of the MEANS of GRACE: A Statement on the Practice of Word and Sacrament
Adopted for Guidance and Practice Aug, 1997, EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA
THE HOLY COMMUNION IS CELEBRATED WEEKLY

Principle: 35 According to the Apology of the Augsburg Confession, 6' Lutheran congregations
celebrate the Holy Communion every Sunday and festival . This confession remains the norm for our
practice.

Background: 35A The Church celebrates the Holy Communion frequently because the Church needs
the sacrament, the means by which the Church's fellowship is established and its mission as the
baptized people of God is nourished and sustained.' This practice was reaffirmed in 1989 by the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America . We continue to need "consistent pastoral encouragement
and instruction relating to Holy Communion . . . pointing up Christ's command, his promise, and our
deep need.'63 For a variety of historical reasons, Lutherans in various places moved away from the
weekly celebration of the sacrament.

Application: 35B All of our congregations are encouraged to celebrate the Lord's Supper weekly, but
not every service need be a Eucharist.

Application: 35C Participation in the sacramental meal is by invitation, not demand. The members of
this church are encouraged to make the sacrament a frequent rather than an occasional part of their
lives
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When: June 17th-20th

Time: 9am-11:30am

Place: 103 E Cedar St. Anamosa, IA
Community Night: Thursday, June 20th
Time: 5-8pm

Place: Wapsipinicon State Park Rotary Lodge

Come Join us at VBS as we embark on an "Adventure with God."

This year we are packing up our tents, bug spray and sleeping bags as we explore VBS Camp
Style!

Come explore Camp Firelight VBS style! We will come together for opener as a community
and join the new camper "Lu" the lightening bug as he learns to face his fears while trusting in
God. Each day campers will see Lu face new challenges, from as simple as leading campers
on a hike to as intimidating as meeting a new and wise nature expert. We will have a Music,
Recreation, Snack, Science, Bible Story and Craft station.

VBS is for our 4yr through 5th grade friends going into 6th grade this next year.

We are invited to answer this call at VBS, at church, at home, and every area of their

lives. We will begin answering that call to our Community through our VBS Mission this year
giving to HACAP for food donations as well as monetary donations to Sleep in Heavenly
Peace.

Each day we will be accepting non perishable food item as well as collecting $ for

these organizations. At the End of the week if we are able to raise $200 or more | will draw 5
names from our tickets to silly string me at our Family/Community Night ( must be present to
redeem) We will put names in the raffle for each item/$ brought each day. The kids will be
showing off their song/sign skills from the many Awesome songs they will learn during VBS at
the start of our Community Night.. All are Welcome & Accepted to come!

2 . whenever I'm afraid,
Tell your family, friends and
neighbors as All are Welcome to | p Ut my
join us for a fun filled, action
packed week as we learn how we
as Individuals can bring Peace
and Build Each Other Up!
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Haiku Corner

Quiet hears but night
Lonely listens to quiet
Be still, I am God

Butterflies wake up
Human sunshine does the same
Leaves wave their welcome

By- Betty Hunter

Please send your Haiku poems to
Kathy at stpaulanamosa@gmail.com

FEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENF
. Prayer opportunities at St Paul led by Pastor Rodney! 7
:Drumming Circle: Join others in the church chapel from

x 5:30-6:30 pm the third and fourth Mondays of the

= month for drum prayer (see dates below). 11 hand drums
m are available, first come, first to choose. We will begin with
:sharing gratitudes and intentions, then drum, ending with a
= drum wash to those who wish it.

:Drumming is a form of contemplative prayer that invites us
= to be present to the Heartbeat of God. As we listen to and
:feel the drums, we experience the One pulse that gives rise
= to all the rhythms and energies of life. It is actually from

= the feminine energy of the divine that drumming emerges,
:and men drum to draw themselves from the head into the
= heart, seeking harmony.

| |

:Upcoming dates for 2024 will be: Mondays, May 27,
:June 24

CAN DRIVE
SATURDAY, JUNE1IST
SAM-1TPM

Got a Graduation party, Memorial Day party, float party,
cans, bottles, 2-liters or glass you would like to donate to our
Can Drive? You can bring them to: 201 N Ford St. Anamosa-
Big Gravel Parking Lot- Will replace Can Shed Bag

Lexie Goldsmith 6/1 Janice Goodyear
Sandra Andresen 6/3 Merlyn Wilken

Doug Loney 6/3 Orlyn Brunssen
Duane Mosser 6/4 Blake Hubler

Laine Goldsmith 6/4 Samantha Fairbanks
Samantha White 6/8 Angela Winekauf
Kinsley Hamblin 6/11 Paige Jacobs

Will Giegerich 6/12 Ed Gerst

Skylar Hollett 6/12 Amy Christianson
Michael Hannes 6/12 Wayne Clayton

6/13 Madelyn White 6/22
6/13 Elijah Secrist 6/25
6/13 Eunice Conley 6/25
6/15 Colleen Weber 6/26
6/16 Julie Kurtz 6/26
6/20 Brynn Austin 6/26
6/20 Ashlyn Fortune 6/26
6/21 Joanne Klinkkammer 6/26
6/21 Ashton Darrow 6/26
6/21 Gary Vavricek 6/26 ¢
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Please Pray for the Following
(Why people want prayers isn’t important, the prayers are!)

We pray for all who need healing, strength or comfort,
especially for the family of Brian and Jill Darrow, daughter
Alissa, and her two sons Billy and Lincoln Plack; and Don
Feaker, friend of Betty Hunter. For peace in our nation &
world, for safety in our schools and communities and for
those seeking a safe home. To add a name call or
email Kathy at 319-462-4841/stpaulanamosa@gmail.com.
Names will be listed for 4 weeks and may be renewed.

GriefShare is available upon request. Please
contact Nancy Douglas if interested 319-551-3358.

AA meets in the lower level of the CE building on
Tuesday evenings at 7:00 pm.

Jones County Food Bank:

To donate money, checks may be written to Jones County
Community Food Bank and mailed to 105 Broadway Place,
Anamosa IA 52205. The ideal donation will enable a family
to “make a meal,” so items such as pasta and canned pasta
sauce, canned tuna and/or chicken and/or beef, and
Hamburger Helper items are great. Clients also like
pancake mix and pancake syrup. Canned fruits or
vegetables are great too. Personal care items are always
welcome. Many people who don’t use food stamps don’t
know that those on food stamps can’t use that money for
personal care items—only food. So, personal care items
would be great — toothbrushes, toothpaste, toilet paper,
facial tissue, tampons, diapers, etc. Giving is a great way of
remembering our neighbors in need.

Recorded services are found on St. Paul
website, YouTube page or Facebook page.

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline
Available 24 Hours
Languages: English, Spanish
800-273-8255
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Bread Bakers:

May: Brian/Michelle Lubben
June: Sandra Andresen

July: Sheri Evans

Deliver Food to Food Bank:
May: Ralph & Sandy Andresen
June: Myra Powell

July : Barb Kleis

Wednesday, May 22
e  8:00 am Men’s Worship Group—CE Building
e  6:00 pm Evening Service
Comm Prep: Darla Algoe
Greeters: Darla Algoe
Reader/Prayers: Darla Algoe
Comm Server: Darla Algoe
PowerPoint: Myra Powell
Sunday, May 26
* 8:00 am Service
Comm Prep: Ed/Jan Allaire
Greeters: Lynn Decious
Readings/Prayers: Don or Deb Hardersen
Comm Servers: Don/Deb Hardersen
PowerPoint: Linda Kenny
*10:30 a.m. Service
Comm Prep: Barb Wilson
Greeters: Curtis Weaver family
Readings/Prayers: Ralph Andresen/Kaileen Weaver
Comm Servers: Ralph/Sandra Andresen
PowerPoint: E Giegerich
Livestream: Elijah S.
Tuesday, May 28
6:00 pm Grief Support by Request, call Nancy Douglas
7:00 pm AA—-LL CE Building
Wednesday, May 29
* 8:00 am Men’s Worship Group—CE Building
* 6:00pm Evening Service
Comm Prep: Paula Sisler
Greeters: Cathy Crowe
Readings/Prayers: Paula Sisler
Comm Server: Cathy Crowe
PowerPoint: Darcie Tenley
Thurs., May 30
9:00 am ALY Sorting Day
Sunday, June 2
* 8:00 am Service
Comm Prep: Ed Gerst, Susan Koppenhaver
Greeters: Ed Gerst, Susan Koppenhaver
Readings/Prayers: Nancy Lyon Douglas
Comm Servers: Ed Gerst, Susan Koppenhaver
PowerPoint: Macen Garrett
* 10:30am Service
Comm Prep: Paula Sisler
Greeters: Jamie/Kinsley Hamblin
Readings/Prayers: Paula Sisler
Comm Servers: Jamie Hamblin, Paula Sisler, Nancy
Lyon Douglas
Tuesday, June 4
e  6:00 pm Grief Support by Request, call Nancy Douglas
e 7:00 pm AA—-LL CE Building
Wednesday, June 5
e 8:00 am Men’s Worship Group—CE Building
e  6:00 pm Evening Service
Comm Prep: Nancy Stout
Greeters: Summer Parks
Reader/Prayers: Beth Hora
Comm Server: Beth Hora
PowerPoint: Myra Powell
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Mailing Address:

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church

103 East Cedar Street
Anamosa, 1A 52205

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Wednesday, service at 6:00 pm
Sundays 8:00 am Traditional

10:30 am Contemporary

All services will be at St. Paul. Watch for
opportunities between Sunday services.

hroughout the month of May there
is a collection tub on the back table
for new socks and underwear. These
new items will be for males and
females, kids through adults. These
items will be distributed by the
Clothes Closet.

r.__
CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH
May 23 &30  Clothes Closet UMC 9:00am-3:00 pm
May 27 Drumming Prayer 5:30-6:30 pm Church Chapel
May 27-31 Kaileen on vacation
Jun1 Can Drive 9am—1pm
Jun 2 Outdoor Worship in WapsiAna Park 10:30 a.m. (8:00 am at Church)
Jun 3 Women's Bible Study 1-3 pm Fellowship Hall of Church
Jun 9 Outdoor Worship in WapsiAna Park 10:30 a.m. (8:00 am at Church)
Jun 11 Quilting in Fellowship Hall of Church
Jun 11-15 Pastor Rodney Vacation
Jun 16 Outdoor Worship in WapsiAna Park 10:30 a.m. (8:00 am at Church)
Jun 17 All Council Leadership Mtg 6:00 pm (followed by Church Council meeting)
Jun 17-20 Vacation Bible School 9am-11:30am
Jun 20 VBS Community Night 5-8pm Rotary Pavilion Wapsi State Park
Jun 24 Drumming Prayer 5:30-6:30 pm Church Chapel
Jun 30 Building the Future with Hope @ 6:30 pm at Church
July 2 Anamosa Blood Drive (St. Paul Fellowship Hall) 2-6 pm
July 28 Annual Meeting (Immediately following 10:30 service)
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