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The St. Paul Council is hosting virtual 
town hall meetings on Wednesday, June 
10 at 6 pm CDT & Sunday, June 14 at 
8:30 am CDT via Zoom. Links will be 
provided later.  
 
Attend either meeting for an opportunity 
to hear updates on our current situation 
and future direction of St. Paul.   
You can submit questions for the 
Congregational Council prior to the 
meeting by emailing Lois 
at stpaulanamosa@gmail.com .  
 
We will also open a chat during the 
virtual event to submit questions. We 
hope to see you (virtually). If you do not 
have access to technology and would 
like to participate in the event, please 
contact the church office no later than 
June 8 and we will make arrangements. 

Mark Your Calendar-Town Hall Meeting 

Sunday’s in the “Park” 

-ing Lot 

Bring a lawn chair 

 

Desire to worship together 

 

For more information see  

Pastor’s Page 

 

 Weather Related Cancelations will 

be sent in e-blast by 9:00 a.m. 

mailto:stpaulanamosa@gmail.com
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Generous Giving   We are grateful for: 
 

Marge Bohlken & Julie Fall who have been 
coordinating the Prayer Chain. (see pg 12) 
 

All who found many different ways to 
“Creatively Connect”. Zoom Drop In for one. 
 

Everyone, who has continued giving in this 
challenging time! So very much appreciated! 
 

All ALY & HACAP volunteers who keep the 
food flowing to those in need. 
 

All the mask makers and distributors, your 
generosity is appreciated! 
 

The Worship Team producing meaningful 
worship services. 
  

(e-mail Lois if you have seen Creative ways 
congregants have connected who need a 
word of gratitude.) 
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com 

This is just a sample of recent generous gifts shared by 
members at St. Paul. If you have been a generous giver 
and your name is not listed, please know, as a 
community we could never glorify and proclaim the 
Good News without your faithful stewardship. Your 
brothers and sisters in Christ thank you! Can you think 
of someone you would like to acknowledge? Contact 
the church office and we will add them to our 
Generous Giving list in the next Pulse. 

Pray for Our Military 
 

Please pray for our men and women currently 
serving in the military:  
 

 Jeremy Fall 
 Allen Gilbert  
 Kalib Seeley 
 

Please call the church office if you would like to 
be added or deleted from this list. 

St. Paul is offering our Campership Program 
again this year to Children & Youth within our 
community. The Campership Program is intended to 
bring the camp experience to children and youth 
who would not otherwise have access to Camp 
EWALU. This is done through the award of 
Camperships, a scholarship to one of the 
Summer Camp Programs at EWALU. It includes 
partial tuition of $100 for a camp program term per 
summer. EWALU offers programs starting with 
those completing 1st grade through those 
completing 12th grade.  
 If you register through EWALU by April 20th 

they offer a $15 discount  
 They also offer a Sibling Discount of $15 for 

each additional camper   
Please email CYFM if you have any further 
questions or would like to inquire about a 
Campership for your child. 
cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com  

Lutheran World Relief Issues Facemask Challenge 

Join the 75,000 Face Mask Challenge! COVID-19 is threatening vulnerable 
communities, and Lutheran World Relief urgently needs cloth face masks to 
send to them. The cloth mask you sew in your living room will provide love 
and protection to a neighbor in need halfway around the world.  

For more information go to https://lwr.org/masks  

Make sure you scroll down to see: Frequently asked questions 

 

When’s the deadline? 
Where and when will the masks be distributed? 
What materials do I need to make a face mask? 
Where can I find resources to make cotton face masks? 
I used a different pattern to make masks. Will you accept them? 
How do I get my masks to Lutheran World Relief? 
Will I be able to track where my homemade face masks traveled? 
I am concerned about going to the post office. What should I do? 
How is LWR responding to coronavirus around the world? 

mailto:cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com
https://lwr.org/masks
https://lwr.org/masks#8451
https://lwr.org/masks#8456
https://lwr.org/masks#8457
https://lwr.org/masks#8452
https://lwr.org/masks#8452
https://lwr.org/masks#8557
https://lwr.org/masks#8555
https://lwr.org/masks#8556
https://lwr.org/masks#8553
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Pulse Pastor’s Page June 

John 14:10 Jesus said to his 
disciples, “Don’t you 
believe that I am in the 
Father, and that the 
Father is in me? The 
words I say to you I do 
not speak on my own 
authority. Rather, it is 

the Father, living in me, who is doing his 
work. 11 Believe me when I say that I am in 
the Father and the Father is in me; or at least 
believe on the evidence of the works 
themselves. 12 Very truly I tell you, whoever 
believes in me will do the works I have been 
doing, and they will do even greater things 
than these, because I am going to the 
Father. 13 And I will do whatever you ask in 
my name, so that the Father may be glorified 
in the Son. 14 You may ask me for anything in 
my name, and I will do it.” 
 

This passage that we heard on the 5th Sunday in 
this Easter Season always catches my breath and 
leaves me reeling with exciting images as I 
remember the tremendous works God the loving 
Parent/Father/Creator did through Jesus, and it is 
awesome: lepers were reunited with their 
families, children were coddled and blessed, 
widows were listened to and noticed, storms were 
calmed, the powerful were humbled, demons 
were faced down with the Word of God, students/
disciples from many careers and ideologies were 
gathered together to be formed into a community 
of witnesses who would be sent with good news 
of resurrection, the wicked were forgiven, 
doubters were invited to question and reach out 
and touch rather than be ridiculed and driven 
away, the blind were given new sight, and the 
dead were called forth to be unbound. 
And to think that Jesus says, “When you believe 
in me (follow me, trust me, think on me), you’ll 
do the same things and even greater things than 
these.”  What does that look like? Could he really 
have meant it? I have heard us pray again and 
again in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord and I 
wonder if we are truly opening ourselves to the 
possibility that God will do great works through 
us today??? I choose to believe we are by offering 
a prayer of surrender to the will of God in our 
lives.  
 

How and where is this happening? How is God 
honoring this prayer in Jesus’ name? Become the 
heralds of God’s good news. Find ways to witness 
to the mighty works of God in our midst, 
especially those being done through the en-
spirited people around you!  The world is a 
richer place when we name God’s presence and 
pray in gratitude for it. 

--Both/Andness of worship at St. Paul. Our 
liturgy teams will continue to record worship 
services for use in your domestic church 
(home). In addition, weather permitting, an 
outdoor worship experience will be offered at 
10:00 a.m. each Sunday on the east side of the 
Education Building. Bring your lawn chairs for 
versatile social distancing in the parking lot. A 
few spaces within earshot will be made available 
for those who are unable to exit their vehicles. 
The service will be comprised of an opening 
song, a reading, a brief testimonial or reflection, 
prayers of intercession, the Our Father, and a 
closing song. This service is not intended to 
replace the recorded Sunday service but to 
accentuate it.  An eblast announcement will be 
sent by 9:00 a.m. if the service is cancelled. 
 

--I anticipate that this social separation will 
continue for quite a while, so I want to include 
additional opportunities for us to connect in 
prayer throughout the week. Not only can you 
tune into our weekly Sunday worship on 
YouTube, join Lois and Jane for Thursday prayer 
7p.m., Drop in to the 10 a.m. Zoom Room on 
Wednesday or Saturday morning, but I’d like to 
add Midday Prayer to the options. Every 
Sunday, Tuesday, and Thursday, beginning May 
31, the Feast of Pentecost, I will be live on the 
St. Paul Facebook page praying from 12:05-
12:15 p.m. These ten minutes will include a 
minute of quiet breathing in Holy Spirit, a 
scripture reading, a minute of silence, 
Intercessions, and the Serenity Prayer. During 
the livestream, you can send me names and 
situations to be included in the Intercessory 
Prayer. Find the St. Paul Lutheran Facebook 
page and like it so you can get notices to join in. 
God is guiding us as we attempt to love each 
other and the world (which includes invisible 
things like viruses) in a good way. 

Shalom, 
PRodney 

 

PS: Long time members, Karen and Hank Biere, 
will be moving out of town on June 1. They have 
agreed to make themselves available for our 
Zoom Room Drop-In from 10-10:40 a.m. on 
Saturday, May 30. Please join in and share a 
story, memory, or well wishes. We ask everyone 
to connect with audio muted and to raise your 
hand if you want to speak. I will invite you one 
at a time so we’re not speaking over each other.  
 
Zoom is a video conference software (https://zoom.us/ ) 
and you can access it through a computer or through a 
smart phone - there is a free small app that you'll need 
to download and it can help to do that ahead of time. 
Pastor Rodney will email a link that Saturday morning.  
Call Lois or Kaileen if you need help. Phone #’s page 14. 
Please leave a message if we cannot answer. Thanks 

https://zoom.us/
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Nick Lehrman (left) has been 
involved in National Council on 
Youth Leadership, National Honor 
Society, basketball, baseball, choir, 
WD4, Olin 4H Club and was a 
member of the homecoming court. 
 

Nick worked for Anamosa Parks and 
Rec. for 2 years. He is planning on 
attending Kirkwood to major in 
nursing. He will then transfer to a 
four-year college to obtain his BSN. 

 

Ashlann Elliott (right) will be attending 
Kirkwood Community College to become 
a Paramedic.  

Cade Folken (left) will be completing his 
liberal arts Associate’s degree this year at 
Kirkwood. He then plans to transfer to a four-
year school or enlist in the Navy. 
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Lexi Goldsmith: (left) This fall I’ll be 
attending the University of Iowa with a 
nursing interest, and I hope to become a 
nurse practitioner or surgical nurse 
someday! 

Lacey Smith (above) plans to attend ISU 
this Fall and major in Animal Science.  She 
hopes to apply for Vet School once she has 
accomplished this.  She wants to specialize 
in small animals and/or animal nutrition. 

Abby Fairbanks (above) plans on 
attending the University of Wisconsin-
Platteville, to study AgBusiness and 

Animal Science. 
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Bringing VBS to the Outdoors and Beyond!  

 

This year with the pandemic VBS will look a bit different. We are taking Extra 

precautions in making sure not only are the children attending VBS safe, but 

the leaders and volunteers as well. We will be setting up " covered stations" 

in the parking lot  and assigning up to 10 kids to a "station". We will be 

having our leaders rotate rather than the children. We will still have the feel 

of VBS with an outdoor opener, Science, Bible stories, Games, Music, and 

Snack. We will be sending each child home with a craft as well as an  

interactive activity you can do with your child to learn a little about their VBS 

experience that day. While it may feel a bit different we are hoping that this 

will bring hope and encouragement to not only our children but the parents 

in our community as well. We look forward to taking your child along on this 

Mission as we learn our Vector Verse " Glory to God, who is able to do far 
beyond all that we could ask or imagine by his power at work within us!" 

Ephesians 3:20  

 

We hope your child will Enjoy coming along on this Mission as we learn how 

to: Go Beyond with Faith, Go Beyond with Boldness, Go Beyond with 

Kindness and Go Beyond with Hope!!  

 
Please let Kaileen know if you would like to Volunteer to be a leader, help 

prepare snack, help with registration line, or be an extra set of hands.   

 

Kaileen Weaver (951) 553-5728  or at the office (319) 462-4841 

cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com 
 

When: Mon, June 29th— Thurs, July 2nd 

Time: 9a.m.-11:00a.m. 

Place: C.E. Building Parking Lot  
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We hope to move forward with summer camp beginning June 28. However, 
this date is subject to change. Please watch the EWALU Facebook page 
and website for updates. 

 

Priority in rescheduling will go to campers who have already registered. A full refund is 
available for families who cannot reschedule or chose to cancel their registration for 
health concerns. We ask that you consider donating your deposit back to Ewalu to 
sustain us during this time. Closing our doors for summer camp, even for just a few 
weeks, will greatly impact Camp Ewalu financially. Thank you for your prayers and 
support. Let us find comfort with Christ in this time of Sabbath. 

 

Camperships are still available. (more info page 2) Please email CYFM if you have any further questions 
or to inquire about a Campership for your child.  

Ewalu Summer Camp 2020 Update  
 

At camp Ewalu, we hope for campers and 
staff to experience faith-forming and 
Christ-revealing moments this summer. The 
Board of Directors and staff have made 
the difficult decision to delay summer. 
We are prayerfully waiting and listening to 
guidance from our governing bodies, 
including the American Camping 
Association, CDC, and the State of Iowa.  

 

We are in Need of the following 
Leaders/Volunteers for VBS: 
 
Registration– Will need someone checking  
registration as well as some- 
one bringing forms to cars.  

 
 

Snacks-will be prepackaged  need people to make Juice and put snacks at stations  
each day.  
 

Leaders– Looking for leaders for each  “station”  that will stay with the Same group of children. 
 

Set-up– Looking for several people to help setting-up the “stations”  each day 
 

Tear-Down– Looking for several people to help tear down the “stations 
 each day 
 

Craft/Take-Home Boxes– Looking for a couple people that can help put the Take Home Boxes 
together the week of June 22nd-26th.  
 

Decorators– Looking for people to help put up the stage decorations and the “station” decorations.  
 

If you have any questions please call Kaileen Weaver @ (951)553-5728 or the office at (319) 462-
4841 

https://ewalu.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=60bc355a9f11711d14aeebd9f&id=2cc364b4d5&e=1554de04b2
https://ewalu.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=60bc355a9f11711d14aeebd9f&id=d577c92a83&e=1554de04b2
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Council Minutes 
 May 11, 2020 

 
Council Members Present:  Rodney Bluml, Nancy Stout, Stacie Sullivan, Barb Wilson, Angie 
Thomas, Jason Geltz, Tom Sabotta, Shawn Countryman, Colin Stiffler  Not Present:  Doug Fairbanks   

Approve Agenda/Minutes from April meeting: Correction to April minutes- In regards to the Payroll 
Protection Plan (PPP), that was submitted by Nancy LD, it was stated that “The money is coming from 
the SBA, not the bank.” That should read, “Citizens Bank will provide the funds and carries the risk until 
SBA approves how the funds were spent and any unapproved funds are repaid by the 
borrower.”  Motion made by Shawn to approve the amended April minutes and seconded by Colin. Ayes 
Carry. 
 
Pastor’s Report to Church Council- see attachment 

Financial Reports: 

 Automated giving- We have had a few more people sign up for monthly automated giving. The ability 
to use a credit card is also now up and running. 
The monthly reports were reviewed, with no questions or concerns. A motion to approve the April 
Financial Reports was made by Barb and seconded by Stacie. Ayes carry.  
Old Business: 
  

 St. Paul growth timeline and discussion-   

 Listeners’ team update- Arlie is in the process of compiling these results. Action item:  Nancy will 
contact Arlie about having results to be shared at the June meeting. 

 Names of members to be invited to discern call to leadership- Rodney shared the names of the six 
interested individuals. An election will be held for the two Council seats at the annual meeting in July. 

 Town Hall meetings- These will be conducted via Zoom. All members are invited to attend. The dates 
will be June 10 (6:30 PM) and  June 14 (9:30 AM). Action item: Shawn will submit info to Lois for The 
Pulse and the bulletin. 

 Interviews with confirmands- There are only two left to do. The deadline will be Friday, May 15th. The 
confirmand are asked to submit their faith statement and a request for Affirmation of Baptism to Pastor 
Rodney by the end of May. 

 Youth Mission Trip to  Minneapolis- This trip was cancelled by Youth Works. Rodney submitted an 
application for a “hometown mission opportunity”, which could take the place of this. Youth and adults 
would be participating in outreach opportunities in our local areas, with the assistance of {four} staff 
people from YouthWorks. We will know by the end of May if this is approved. 
Updated Constitution- These were handed out for review and reference 
  
New Business: 

 Proposal for coming back together for in-person worship- Given the current recommendations for 
gatherings beyond 10 people, St. Paul Lutheran will be delaying in-person worship until further notice. 
Additional gatherings in an outdoor venue are being considered. 

 Youth specific Council seat- To ensure fairness to youth seeking seats on the Church Council, the 
Council is considering a recommendation to have a “youth-specific seat.”  This will be in addition to the 
nine elected Council seats already available. Pastor Rodney is writing a proposal. If accepted, the 
change in the bylaws will be voted on during the annual meeting. If this passes, members will then vote 
for the youth seat, followed by voting for the other available seats out of the remaining candidates. 

 CYFM change- After much prayerful discernment and reflection,  Barb Wilson is resigning her 
position as one of the Children’s and Youth Family Ministry Coordinators effective June 10, 2020. The 
Council expressed immense gratitude for Barb’s leadership and loving care. The Council also expressed 
its confidence in the good leadership of Kaileen and her YFM team. 
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VBS will take place in the scheduled week. The format is being discussed. 
  

Communications (Requests/Responses) 
  
Agenda for Next Meeting 
 
Upcoming Conferences/Meetings/Schedules/Coming Events:  VBS, Town Halls  
 
Time and Date of Next Meeting: June 8th at 6:30. Council members agreed to meet with their 
teams ahead of time and be prepared to report out at this meeting. 
 
Adjourn/Closing Prayer- Motion to adjourn by Colin. Shawn seconded. Meeting concluded at 
8:10pm 
 
Respectfully submitted by Barb Wilson 
 

Pastor’s Report to Church Council- May 11, 2020 

 

1. Funeral: 

2. New Members: 

3. Baptism: 

4. Wedding:  

5. The confirmation candidates are turning in their faith statements in anticipation of celebrating their 
affirmation of baptism. YTBD 

6. All celebrations of sacraments, confirmation, and receiving new members is on hold…………. We 
have much to look forward to! 

7. I am pleased to share that six members have discerned a call to leadership at St. Paul and have 
offered themselves as nominees for Council election this July. Two are high school youth and a third 
youth offered himself but needs to wait until he’s completed the affirmation of baptism process before he 
can vote. 

8. We have held semi-weekly Zoom Room Drop Ins for people from St. Paul to just say hello and ask 
questions. On Saturday, May 30, Karen and Hank Biere have agreed to make themselves available in 
the 10 a.m. Zoom Drop In for anyone who wants to wish them well or tell a story. They intend to move 
June 1. Using the Realm account, I will send an invitation to join with a zoom link prior to that day. 

9. Bulletins are being mailed to folks without email, and posted on our Facebook page and website, 
weekly. Thanks Lois and helpers. 

10. With the invitation to begin worshipping in person available to us, St. Paul will put together a small 
task force to work with Council in determining best practices for gathering and a timeline to follow. 

11. The blood drive hosted at St. Paul on April 23 was very well received and all appeared to flow 
smoothly. 

12. We have completed preparation for baptism with Marshall Fowler and Curtis, Naomi, Aydin and Bruce 
Weaver. I continue to meet with them via Zoom. 

13. We completed preparation for sacrament of Holy Communion with seven youth: Arizona Tjaden, 
Noah Smith, Emma Gregorich, Connor Paulsen, Bruce Weaver, Naomi Weaver, and Aydin Weaver. 
Thank you to Kaileen and Barb W. for their extra efforts in providing materials to homes and via Zoom. 

14. Barb W. is working to coordinate a High School Senior recognition day on May 24 with a possible 
reception scheduled later in the summer. 

15. Thanks to Kaileen and Curtis Weaver for placing the Mother’s Day flowers on our altar and Barb and 
Kaileen for collating the list of life givers honored that weekend. 
The June 7 outdoor worship at Central Park has been cancelled. The August 30 event remains on the 
calendar. 
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Summary of St. Paul Interviews 
Total Interviews: 74                                                   

Total participants:  95 (approx.) 
 
What are the strengths of the St. Paul 
community? 
 

People 
“Fantastic church”   -- Strong core congregation 2 
Pastoral leadership       28 
Sermons   4 
Staff 9 
Volunteers/active committees 6 
Council  5 
Our people: Friendly, accepting and caring 
congregation/comfortable place  28 
We are family/people watch out for each other, 
supportive community 18  
Intergenerational and diverse congregation 3 
Older members hold it together 
New people bring new life to church  3 
Worship team 2 
Youth playing larger role in church 
Home church/gives us a hometown connection 3 
Accessible 
Growable 
Has helped develop closer relationship with God 3 
 Place of refuge 
People are listened to and have opportunities to be 
involved 
 

Programming 
Variety in services 6 
Lutheran/Christian worship experience 
Spiritual care for all ages from pastor and lay 
Valuing tradition while open to new ways 
Some attempts to be evangelical 
Wednesday service (and energy of youth) 3 
Praise band and energy at 10:30 service 
Children at 10:30 service 
Music program/music in church  6 
Lenten services 
Confirmation program   2 
Small groups/network/fellowship opportunities 
friend dinners 
prayer group 
Alpha 6 
Quilting  2 
Children, youth and family program (WD4) 15 
Youth trips 2 
 
Community Service 
Visible in community/good reputation in community 
 3 
Helping others around world 

Open to fellowship with other faith communities 
Outreach/involvement with community 7 
ALY and HACAP  
Services at Care Center 2 
Thrivent $ 
Bible School 
Free Indeed Prison Ministry 
4)  Facilities  
a) Convenient to attend 
b) Parking lot improvement 
c) Maintenance of church 
 
B and C are combined when possible since C is a 
follow-up to B. You will see a colon used to 
separate B and C when both are given. In many 
cases no C was provided. 
B/C)  What would you like to see develop at St. 
Paul over the next three years? What resources 
are needed to support that vision/development? 
People 
Increased attendance/membership: more outreach, 
including visits and cards/invitations, especially 
when someone has visited, ads in the paper, money, 
word of mouth, invite friends and previous members 
to return, help people feel more sense of ownership, 
pastor is good at this 15 
(Continue) Recruitment of more young families: 
specific outreach 4 
More pastoral care dedicated to elderly, ill, 
hospitalized; support for pastor/more volunteers to 
assist 
Better coverage in church office: increased hours for 
secretary 
Retain current pastor    4 
More assistance for pastor 3 
More participation/involvement by all members 
(especially “next” generation); develop greater sense 
of ownership within the congregation and shake us 
out of complacency     9 
Hire a Go-to person for technology  2 
Weekly email blast to catch up if a service is missed 
 
Programming 
 Growth of the children/youth/parents program, keep 
teens involved after confirmation: increased 
involvement of parents and other volunteers, 
leadership, assign items to committed people who 
will carry through  12 
Increased involvement of children/youth in church 
service: adult leadership   5 
Strengthen age-group opportunities 
Increased use of church library: sharing of 
information/encouraging use 
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Day trips or overnights – for adult education/
enjoyment and building of community and 
ecumenical outreach: someone to organize and 
participation of members 
More informal groups (e.g. women’s craft nights) 
outside working hours: leadership and participants   
3 
More Bible studies, discussion groups (e.g. based 
on “Living Lutheran” magazine)  2 
Children’s sermons as we once had: someone to 
prepare and deliver as well as time in service 
Sunday School: volunteers as teachers and children 
to attend 2 
Family camp and more activities for families: 
planners and participants  3 
Consider hiring a children/youth/family minister 
(could live in parsonage) 
Hope to see continuation of traditional service in 
future: new attendees 
Implement more ways to bring together people who 
regularly attend different services  7 
e.g. Coffee hour between services – fellowship and 
get into lessons further  2 
Bring back mental health ministry 
Bring back Saturday night service 
Additional service: perhaps Sunday afternoon\ 
Grow prayer ministry: would like to see quiet room 
for prayer always softly lit with music 
Consider ways to shorten 10:30 service closer to an 
hour in length 
Move to a program-led church  2 
 
Community Service 
Increased monetary contributions to community 
initiatives like ALLY, local food pantry 
More outreach to community  2 
Offer food/shelter for homeless: need space, 
volunteers, budget 
Continue to broaden view of who serve (as we did 
with mental health and penitentiary ministries) 
Expand programming to after-school, etc.: 
additional paid staff, encourage stewardship 
 
Facilities and Properties 
 New church with gathering place and better 
handicap accessibility: greater giving and “new 
church” account, need more than 100 families 
supporting, leadership, fund drives, accept growth, 
help people be more flexible and open to change   4 
New church outside of town 
Perhaps build on our new land: check on storm 

sewer easement before making plans for building; 
need financial assistance from congregation; invite 
members to include church in their wills 2 
Nice place as it is 
Addition to current facility to update and create 
better space for gathering and increased handicap 
accessibility (including bathroom upstairs), upgrade 
heating/cooling, improve ed building, update church 
basement, library and chapel, replace flooring in 
sanctuary: buy land to the north; utilize small 
parking lot for expansion of building; more likely 
option to be supported by older members than new 
building, work with REC to create good community 
partnership (another opinion: don’t trust REC), all 
ages can support $100,000 upgrade more than 
millions for rebuilding 18 
Make decision regarding new facility or upgrading; 
determine what facility changes will best meet 
potential program increases: depends on younger 
people who will need to support a new building, 
have conversations with other stakeholders (e.g. 
city) and experts who could help guide us; create 
task force to assist Council in doing the 
investigating and “leg work,” raise funds for 
improvements   5 
Hard surface in big parking lot: funds  6 
Make a decision on lumber yard property   2 
Consider building revenue generating possibilities 
(e.g. use of lumber yard land to build something that 
would serve community while generating funds for 
church) 
Sell lumber yard building and keep the parking lot; 
need to find buyers, perhaps sell  
Develop new lot – not sure how: we have enough 
young families to support changes 3 
Lumberyard location not good choice for a new 
church because of lack of green space and poor 
commercial environment: money needed if new 
church built, especially on different location 
Partner with another NGO to use land to develop a 
community outreach facility, perhaps a hospice 
house/rehabilitation facility; leadership, grants, 
financial support from community   2 
Use land for retirement home/assisted living facility 
 5 
 
Other: We like the way we are”   3 
 
D) Planning 
1)  Keep our wants in line with our needs: attitudes 
of members 
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2)  We have a hard time with change 
 

E) Additional Concerns 
 Regarding money 
a) Need more to support staff, programming and 
facilities        6 
b) Raise pastor/staff salaries 
c) Publish salaries of staff in annual report 
d) Get away from 501(C)3 status because of 
government interference 
e) Find possible grants to assist with money issues 
f) Encourage members/families of members to 
honor special occasions by making donation to 
church   2 
 

F)  Additional Suggestions 
Regarding worship 
Make bulletins more friendly, especially to visitors. 
Go back to the old style with order of service 
included. 
Have large print of readings available. 
Consider one service in summer to bring together 
people from all services  
Put back pews back 
Fill wine cups all the way 
Invite/schedule more testimonials from people 
about God encounters 

Hire back-up organist/pianist  
Prefer Apostles/Nicene Creed over Irish Creed 
Like service on screen; might include page numbers 
It is difficult to sing contemporary songs without 
music 
Church services branch out to units of 6-8 weeks 
Sanitize hands for handshakes/communion 
Involve more people in funeral serving; make phone 
calls rather than depending just on social media 
Allow truckers to park in lumberyard lot as 
community service 
Put up more outdoor signage 
Would like to see an American flag and Christian 
flag displayed in church, if only in the entry or 
church basement 
Allow us to keep our faith private 
Keep church cleaner to be inviting 
No garlic and onions in church food 
Be more thankful; raise our gratitude in prayer 

 

Thank you to those who participated in the 

interview process.  The Council will be reviewing 

and discussing the interview summary in the 

near future.  
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When we are living, it is in Christ Jesus, 
and when we’re dying, it is in the Lord. 

Both in our living and in our dying, 
we belong to God, 

we belong to God. ELW 639 
 
Dear Friends in Christ, 

More and more people have gone from knowing about people who have been infected with COVID-19 to actually knowing people who 
have had it or who are themselves, suffering from the virus. While parts of the economy and other aspects of society are “opening up,” it 
is sobering to be told that we are still in the early stages of this pandemic. 
 

• I still think it is much too early to be gathering for in-person worship. It is not too early to plan and share others your congre-
gation’s plan with others. Collaborative efforts minimize things overlooked and maximize the sense that none of us are on our 
own. Do not limit planning to strategies for being together again without thinking about the seemingly inevitable return to be-
ing apart. Plan for ministry today and for the days ahead in this potentially long journey through uncharted territory. Ground all 
of your plans guiding principle that we have good news to share for a world in need of hope and healing. 
 
• Please note again that singing when together presents risks that we simply haven’t considered in the past. (https://
seiasynod.org/singing-and-covid-19/ ) It is debatable as to whether or not wearing a mask while singing or wearing a mask 
when others near you are singing, minimizes the risk of transmitting or contracting the virus. But no one argues that wearing 
masks completely eliminates risk. 
 
• When we say, “social distancing,” we know we mean “physical distancing.” Still, circumstances that limit in-person human 
engagement can make many people more vulnerable by adding to a deeper sense of loneliness and anxiety. Some say, “anxiety 
works like a virus.” That is more metaphor than epidemiology, but don’t miss the point. These are times for giving more care-
ful and caring attention to the disconnected. 
 
• Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton will be providing a sermon in video and written format that may be used by congregations 
in your local online worship or devotional ministry. It is scheduled to be available in time for Trinity Sunday, June 7, 2020. It 
will be based on texts that make it “transferrable” to other Sundays close to that date if that works better in local planning. This 
is a way for Bishop Eaton to remind us that “We are Church Together.” Watch our weekly updates for when it becomes availa-
ble. 
 
• People who are sheltered or working in closed communities such as long-term care facilities, prisons, and meatpacking plants, 
are among the most vulnerable. People with no shelter at all face additional risks. As we work with neighboring synods to de-
termine if there are shared efforts we can undertake for the well-being of these vulnerable populations, consider reaching out to 
administrators of high-risk facilities in or near your own community to express concern, and to explore options for care and 
assistance. And do not underestimate the impact of letting your concerns be known to state and local elected leaders. 
 
• Again, if there are particular issues you hope that I will address or types of resources that we might provide, please ask. While 
we will not always meet expectations, we will persistently try. 

 
“Do not let your hearts be troubled,” Jesus says, “Believe in God, believe also in me.” (John 14:1). In a time when it can feel like we are 
not up to the challenges we face; Jesus calls us to trust him. Assures us that we can trust him. I think that because God has gifted us with 
each other, we are called to trust one another as well. To rely on colleagues and partners around us in order to provide a witness to the 
good news that we ourselves often ache to experience, namely, that in all things, we belong to God. 
 
Even as the days seem to run together in ways that can be a blur, I continue to thank God for you. For all of you. We are 
#inthisTogether. And together, we belong to God. 
 
With you, living in Christ Jesus, 
 

 
 
Bishop Michael L. Burk                     used with permission 

https://seiasynod.org/singing-and-covid-19/
https://seiasynod.org/singing-and-covid-19/
https://seiasynod.org/singing-and-covid-19/
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In keeping with the COVID-19 recommendations for social distancing, all 
group activities at St. Paul Lutheran are cancelled until further notice. 
 
But this is spring time and we await the new life emerging from this fallow time. 
 

 We are still called to pray with and study God's Word. 
 We are encouraged to call each other and check in. 
 We are asked to continue to generously share financial benefits with the church and 

through alms. 
 We are invited to reflect on those addictions in our lives that are being transformed 

by the love of God. This indeed is a time of change and much of it can be positive. 
 
The ELCA Churchwide staff are working on resources for At-Home Worship during the 
Easter season. We will make these available as soon as we can. 
In the meantime, a weekly message and simple liturgy is posted on the St. 
Paul website under Media/Resources.   
 
Thanks for being Church during these uncertain times.  If you have a personal pastoral 
need, feel free to call the church office at 462-4841 or Pastor Rodney at (319) 389-
6153.  The messages are checked daily by staff.  
 
Sincerely in Christ, 
The St. Paul Church Council. 
 
St Paul Website: stpaulanamosa.com  (bulletin, Pulse and Sermons can be found under 
the Media Tab) 
 
Staff Phone Numbers: 
Pastor Rodney   (319) 389-6153 
Nancy Douglas  (319) 551-3358 
Kaileen Weaver  (951) 553-5728 
Lois Ocenosak   (319) 721-9893 

Please put these numbers in your phone to help 
identify you when you call. Please leave your name 
and a message if we cannot answer and we will return 
your call as soon as possible.  
 

Possible Upcoming Events to calendar 
 
June 7, 14, 21, 28  10:00 A.M. Parking Lot Service  
           (Good Weather Only) 
 

June 10, 14     Town Hall Meetings 
 

June 29-July 2    Vacation Bible School 
 

July 12       Annual Meeting 
 

August 30     All Parish Worship (Central Park) 10:00 AM 
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Did you know..... 

there is a Crisis 
 Text Line for those who are in crisis 

 and want to  
communicate via texting? 

 
  Volunteers are available 24/7 

Crisis Text Line: Text HOME to  
741741 

Balances of St. Paul Bank Accounts as of 4/30/2020 

 
CHECKING SAVINGS 

  
General Fund Checking Acct.  ** 
Beginning Balance $42,175.18 
Ending Balance      $72,541.38 

  
Budget Reserve Savings Acct. 
Beginning Balance $273.76 
Ending Balance       $273.76  

  
Land Maint & Repair Checking Acct. 
Beginning Balance $13,478.40 
Ending Balance      $15,298.40 

  
Land Development Savings Acct. 
Beginning Balance $33,249.63 
Ending Balance       $34,155.22  

  
Luther League Checking Acct. 
Beginning Balance $4,714.94 
Ending Balance      $4,734.94 

  
Luther League Savings Acct. 
Beginning Balance $858.20 
Ending Balance       $858.20  

  
Memorial Trust Checking Account 
Beginning Balance $4,804.11 
Ending Balance         $5,835.11  

  
Seminary Support Checking Acct. 
Beginning Balance $809.05 
Ending Balance      $809.05 

Memorial Money Market Account 
Beginning Balance   $15,032.59 
Ending Balance         $15,040.00  

 

Memorial Committee Report 
 

Memorial Committee received a memorials for  
Patsy Harderson, Carol Fairbanks, Marie Capron, Dennis Hansen  

and Ena-Faye Bennett “Bonnie Bluml’s mother.”   
Memorial Committee gratefully appreciates these thoughtful donations. 

   

No memorial funds were distributed this month.  

**Note:  General Fund has deposit for Payroll 

Protection Plan of $25,291.84 dated 04/30/2020.  

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100014446210937


   St. Paul Lutheran Church │ 201 N. Ford St. Anamosa, IA 52205 │ (319) 462-4841 │ stpaulanamosa@gmail.com           16 

 

 

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
103 East Cedar Street 

Anamosa, IA 52205 

Return Service Requested 

 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
          

   Wednesdays: 
      6:00 pm  
 
   Sunday: 
      8:30am Traditional Worship 
      9:30am  Coffee Hour 
    10:30am Contemporary Worship    
   (Children’s Church)  
 

 

If your birthday was omitted from this list, we do not have the date in our records! If you 
would like your birthday listed in our newsletter, please call Lois at 462-4841 or email her at 
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com and she would be happy to include it.    

June Birthdays 

Lexi Goldsmith  6/1 

Landon Miller  6/1 

Sandra Andresen 6/3 

Doug Loney   6/3 

Duane Mosser  6/4 

Laine Goldsmith  6/4 

Don Smith    6/6 

Kinsley Hamblin  6/11 

Betty Lubben   6/12 

Will Giegerich  6/12 

Skylar Hollett   6/12 

Janice Goodyear 6/13 

Merlyn Wilken  6/13 

Blake Hubler   6/15 

Margaret James  6/15 

Angela Winekauf 6/20 

Ed Gerst    6/21 

Amy Christianson 6/21 

Elijah Secrist   6/25 

Eunice Conley  6/25 

Colleen Weber  6/26 

Julie Kurtz    6/26 

Brynn Austin     6/26 

Ashlyn Fortune    6/26 

Joanne Klinkkammer  6/26 

Ashton Stegemann   6/26 

Gary Vavricek    6/26 

When quarantine is lifted we will return to: 

 

 

June Food Bank Rotation 
Ralph & Sandra Andresen 

 

June Bread Baker 
Sandra Andresen 

In the event we return to services in June.  


