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LUTHERAN CHURCH

ANAMOSA, IOWA
CREATIVELY CONNECT « INTENTIONALLY GROW - JOYFULLY SERVE

June 5, 2022 Pentecost

Mailing/Offices: 103 E. Cedar Street, Anamosa IA 52205 Website: www.stpaulanamosa.com Fax: (319) 462-4843
The Pulse deadline is noon on Monday for the upcoming Wednesday/Sunday Pulse.

Congratulations
to Lee and Jenna Hardersen

and daughter Thea Marie

| who was baptized on May 29, 2022
Her sponsors are

Holly & Ryan Manske

Calling Anyone who Wants to Creatively Connect,
Intentionally Grow & Joyfully Serve @ VBS 2022l

Looking for Volunteers for Registration Table at the start
of each day, Bible Story Leader, Science Leader, Caring
Hands, Listening Ears and Smiling Faces to be a part of
this Community VBS. Wow, what a great opportunity to
step outside of your comfort zone and make a difference
in the lives of our young people in the Anamosa Community.

VBS is June,27th-30th 9am-11:30a.m.
Please contact: Kaileen Weaver if you would like to
Volunteer -951-553-5728

DAILY SPECIAL
God
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In 2023 St Paul will celebrate it’s 100th Anniversary! The Anniversary
Committee has been working hard collecting and planning for our year-long celebration. Time is
drawing near and we still need YOUR help. Did you know as of May 29 there are only 217 days
left until January 1, 2023? There is a lot of planning and work yet to be done.

Things we still need:

e Wedding Photos of anyone married at St. Paul.

e Photos of interest at St. Paul Activities.

e Several People to plan and carry out 4-6 activities of celebration during the year. Activity possibilities:
¢ Game night (January/February)

+ Kickball/volley ball at WapsiAna Park (March/April) Call Lois at 319-462-4841 to let her
¢ Block Party (May/June) know which activity you would like
¢ Meal w/program (August, anniversary month) to plan and to help choose the date

f . for our calendar.
¢ Ice cream, pie social (September/October)

¢ Caroling (November/December)

e For the 2023 Church Directory (see details below)
+Family Photos
+Family Paragraphs

2023 Directory

We will be compiling the new parish directory ourselves. I am looking for anyone with H.S. Yearbook experience, no
matter how long ago to help with the directory. Directory helpers will help take photos of church members, work in
Publisher to layout and organize photos, family paragraphs, additional photos of life at St. Paul, and many other
contributions. If you have the skills to help out in any of these areas please call the office.

EVERYONE can help by choosing to:

¢ Send in a jpeg formatted photo of your family OR

¢ Make an appointment with Lois (or other parish photographer) to have your families photo taken after a
Wednesday or Sunday service or other convenient time. OR

¢ You get permission from your professional photography session to use their image in our directory.

A sample of the directory is below. (Only the information you approve will be published)

Ed & Jan Allaire (319) 462-4223
17982 E 23 County Home Road o .
Monticello, IA 52310 (email if provided)

|

Ed & Jan Allaire: Jan started coming to St. Paul between 1959 and 1960. | was going into 3™ grade.
| went to church, Sunday School and VBS. In 1965 | was confirmed by Pastor Beener. In the 1980’s |
did VBS for a few years. | help out when ever asked. On May 31, 1997 | married Ed Allaire and . . .

Lois Ocenosak (319) 721-9893
1610 James Drive

stpaulanamosa@gmail.com (work
Marion, IA 52302 p @g ( )

singzalot76@aol.com (home)

Lois Ocenosak joined St. Paul Lutheran Church on June 2, 2019. She was hired as St. Paul church
secretary on August 13, 2018. Since then, she has participated as a H.S. teacher for WD4,
volunteered as reader, . . .
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Celebrate the Father or Father Figure in your life with an Ice Cold Can of
Root Beer or Stay after the Wednesday or Sunday service to enjoy a

Root Beer Float!

Cost will be $2 a can with proceeds going to the Youth Mission Trip this

Summer.

Please feel free to sign LIEP in honor of or in memory of the Father Figure in

your life inside of the C

building (office), Back of Sanctuary and at our Out-

door service. Sign-ups end Sunday, June 12th @12pm. We will also honor
them with a slideshow at our recorded service for that week.

Any questions please feel free to

contact Kaileen Weaver
Office # 319-462-4841
Cell # 951-553-5728

cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail .com

Opportunities for joyfully
serving at St Paul

e Thanks for all the garden help! See next items
for your consideration.

o Assist with the transport & set up (9:00 am) and/
or tear down (11:30 am ) of the outdoor worship
music equipment on Sundays in WapsiAna
Park: weekly, once a month, for a month, all
summer.

o Be responsible for seeing that the St. Paul
banners are put up in Wapsiana Park before
outdoor worship: for a month or all summer.
Begins May 1.

Call the church office if you can help out. 462-4841

Generous Giving
We are grateful for:

Our custodian, Lisa Bierman who will be
concluding her nine year custodial relationship
with St. Paul in June. For all the clean windows,
carpets, and floors, thanks!

Our food bank delivers: Barb Kleis, Ralph and
Sandy Andresen, and Myra Powell.

Our church council, who generously give of their
time and talents to keep the St. Paul Community
thriving.

Our volunteers for the extra committees: grounds
and maintenance, member care, and social
concerns to name a few. Combined with the
council you are the beating heart of St. Paul.
(e-mail Lois if you have seen Creative ways congregants

have connected who need a word of gratitude.)
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com
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Please Pray for the Following

(Why people want prayers isn’t important, the prayers are!)

For Garrett Weckwer, great nephew of
Betty Hunter; for return of strength for all
those recovering from illness, for peace, for

those seeking a safe home. To add a name call or
email Lois at 462-4841 /stpaulanamosa@gmail.com.
Names will be listed for 4 weeks and may be renewed.

The Hosta at church are ready to
split. If you would like some contact
Pam Humpal at 462-3219.

GriefShare is available upon request.
Please contact Nancy Douglas if interested
319-551-3358.

AA meets in the lower level of the CE
building on Tuesday evenings at 7:00 pm.

Jones County Food Bank: To donate
money, checks should be written to Jones
County Community Food Bank and mailed
to 105 Broadway Place, Anamosa IA
52205. Items needed this week: Peas,
pancake mix and syrup, canned tuna, Mac

& Cheese and personal care items. Please
place items in the back of the church for
collection by St. Paul volunteers OR call
the Food Bank to make your own
delivery arraignments (462-4343)

The Kitchen Needs:

Cool Whip type containers with lids
or other such plastic containers,
including large ice cream buckets.
They will be used in the kitchen for
left overs. Please bring them to
service with you (or during Lois’s
office hours) and place on the far
counter. Thank You!

Bread Bakers:
June: Sandra Andresen
July: Marilyn Lambertsen

Deliver Food to Food Bank:
June: Myra Powell
July: Barb Kleis

Introduction: On Pentecost, we celebrate that we have
been given an Advocate to accompany us. Poured out in
wind and fire, water, wine, and bread, the Holy Spirit
abides in and among us. We give thanks that God
speaks to each of us, no matter our origins, language, or
life path. Filled with the Spirit of truth, we go out from
worship to proclaim the saving power of Christ’s love
and the freedom of God’s grace with all the world.

Pentecost
This feast, the name of which means “fifty,” originated as a Jewish

festival of offering in thanksgiving for the first fruits of the wheat
harvest. It occurred annually fifty days after the Passover festival and
barley harvest. Later, it turned into a celebration of the reception of the
Mosaic Law at Sinai, which occurred historically after the original
Passover event in and from Egypt. If you recall, this event on Sinai was
also accompanied by driving winds and fire. It was for this “Feast of
Weeks” (a week of weeks, shavuot) that so many Jews gathered
annually in Jerusalem.

Pentecost marks the end of the liturgical Easter Season for many
Christians. We are not reenacting the first Pentecost; rather, by recalling
it we proclaim that the life of the risen Christ remains with His Church
in the form of Holy Spirit. Those who believe are accompanied by Holy
Spirit today in order to complete the good work begun in Christ.

First Reading: Acts of the Apostles 2:1-21 The Message

Recall the story of the Tower of Babel (Gen 11:1-9). In it, the people
are left confused and unable to understand each other because they had
disobeyed God’s command to go to the corners of the world and be
fruitful. The people built a tower to show their greatness in approaching
the realms of God, and to attract attention to their city. In an essence,
they were building a structure to reach God so that God’s self-
sacrificing initiative to be with creation was diminished. The people
became self-centered because of exaggerated egos and when
communication failed, began to distrust each other. As a result, they
scattered throughout the world and formed nations where greed and
violence have too often ruled the day.

This human condition existed until this idealistic Pentecost event
which Luke portrays for us. The group of 12 apostles had been
reconstituted when Matthias was elected, and were present in the upper
room. It was time for the new Israel, the ekklesia, the Church to be born.
When the presence of God was felt in a strong driving wind (hear the
words of the Creation story, the giving of life to Adam, the reception of
the Ten Commandments, and Elijah’s search for God), the disciples
knew God was creating. They first heard God, then they saw a portal
between themselves and God open up. Each person had the shape of a
flame above her or his head, and the aura was red. God communed with
them that day and shared the gift of Holy Spirit who immediately filled
their hearts, took away their fears, and sent them into the streets
proclaiming the mighty acts of God in various tongues (glossalalia).
The divisions of language and enmity were removed and people
understood these Galileans as if they were speaking in her or his native
language. Because the language barrier was overcome, the Jews again
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experienced themselves as a united people.

The lengthy list of places cited by the observers of the Pentecost
event roughly describes the area around Israel to which Jews had
been scattered in previous exiles. They also represent some of the
ancient divisions created between members of the Jewish community

over time {i.e. Ishmael >< Isaac, Esau ><Jacob, Ruben ><Benjamin}.

It emphasizes the importance of this healing event. By mentioning
Rome, Luke includes the extent to which this healing kerygma
(proclamation) would be carried.

Second Reading: Romans 8:14-17 The Message

Paul describes how a Spirit-filled person can successfully
negotiate this earthly existence being directed by the life-giving force
of Jesus’ Spirit. The self-centered, ego-driven person leads a life that
results in [premature] death experienced as an absence of the joy
connected to a personal relationship with God. In this case, pain
which is part and parcel of human life often leads to a hopeless sense
of sadness, emptiness, despair, or anger (suffering). In contrast, the
person who submits to the guidance of Holy Spirit and willingly
sacrifices like Christ to be in solidarity with those who cannot avoid
suffering finds hope-filled life and peace. At the end of the day, we
believe that the indwelling Spirit of God who raised Jesus from the
dead will also raise us in the resurrection to new life. This is
incredibly good news!

Gospel: John 14:8-17, 25-27 The Message

There are two levels on which we can grapple with this gospel
reading for further insight. The first is at the level of Jesus and his
followers. This “Farewell Discourse” is being delivered at what
we call the Last Supper, Jesus final meal with his family of faith.
Jesus has already told his disciples that he will be killed, and they
are bewildered. In typical Jewish literary fashion, John puts Jesus’
words in about six different combinations, all basically saying the
same thing to calm the disciples’ fears and misgivings about the
future: I will not abandon you; I will be with you through Holy
Spirit (RUAH); you have this memorial meal around which to
gather in my name; you will see me in other believers.

The second level of understanding has to do with the author,
John. He was writing to an audience of Christians in about 90 CE.
Historians tell us that the Jews had permanently barred from the
meetings at the synagogues those who followed Jesus the
Nazorean because they were considered a heretical group. Of
course, this infuriated the Christians who still saw themselves as
intimately connected with the Jewish tradition. Many of them
were members of devout Jewish families. Now what were they to
do? Some had to choose between their blood families and their
newfound family who believed in Jesus as Messiah. This situation
was the impetus for John’s gospel. John was angry at the Jewish
leaders and it comes through in his teachings about Jesus. In
John’s gospel, Jesus replaces the old Jewish cultic rituals, the high
priests, the Temple, and the Law. Christians (John’s community)
become the new Israel and the Temple built of living stones.
These ideas were borne out in one phrase contained in today’s
gospel reading. According to John, Jesus was the first Advocate
who promised to ask his Father to send another Advocate when he
was gone, the “Spirit of Truth” whom the world cannot accept....
While this was true, John was implying that all those who do not
accept Jesus as the Messiah are lacking the fullness of truth. The

Taped services are found on St. Paul
website, St. Paul YouTube page or St.
Paul Facebook page.

Wednesday, June 1

*  6:00pm Service
Greeters: Marge Bohlken
Reader & Prayers: Polly Chalstrom
PowerPoint: Beth Hora

Saturday, June 4
2-4 pm Jan & Ed Allaire 25th Anniversary

Sunday, June 5

* 10:30am Service at WapsiAna Park
Comm Prep: Nancy Douglas
Greeters: Jamie & Kinsley Hamblin
Reader: Kinsley Hamblin
Prayers: Nancy Douglas

* 11:30am New Member Picnic

Tuesday, June 7

*  1:30pm Scripture study

*  Grief Support by request, call Nancy Douglas
*  7:00pm AA— LL CE building

Wednesday, June 8

*  6:00pm Service
Greeters: TBA
Reader & Prayers: TBA
PowerPoint: Darcie Tenley

Sunday, June 12

* 10:30am Service at WapsiAna Park
Comm Prep:
Greeters: Scott Chrisman family
Reader & Prayers: Chrisman family

OFFICE HOURS: Monday 9-2; Tuesday
8:30-1:30; Wednesday 9-2; Thursday 9-2;
Closed Friday

St Paul Staff Emails & Phone Numbers

Pastor Rodney blumlwa@gmail.com
(319) 389-6153

Nancy Douglas, Treasurer
njldouglas@hotmail.com
(319) 551-3358

Kaileen Weaver
cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com
(951) 553-5728

Lois Ocenosak stpaulanamosa@gmail.com

(319) 721-9893

Please call us if we can be of assistance.

PLEASE leave a message if we cannot

answer. We will return your call ASAP.
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unbelievers will not be able to accept the activity of
Holy Spirit because they do not see it, just as they did
not recognize Jesus whom they crucified. According
to John, Jesus went on to say that those who live in
the Spirit will keep his commandments. The
implication is that Jesus’ commandments carry great
authority and will meld the 10 commandments from
Mt. Sinai, the Jewish Law and the Jewish leadership
tradition into God’s will.

Taking it home:
e Describe a time you prayed and overcame paralyzing
fear.

e Be quiet for seven minutes and listen to your heart:
what is your most intense longing? {exs.: to
have someone unconditionally love you, to be free
of an addiction, to belong, to be noticed, to give life,
to create, to achieve a new level, to be seen as
successful, to be restful, to see new places....}

e Can you realistically satisfy that longing on your own?
Can anyone assist you? Talk about it with someone
you trust. Perhaps seek a spiritual director.

e Teens especially: find one song on the radio
containing lyrics that speak about a Christian way of
living or have a virtuous message. Share it with
your parents, friends or youth group.

e Name three ways you have witnessed your faith to
another through word or action.

o [s there a recent time when you were so filled with
Holy Spirit that you spontaneously glorified God?
e How have you recently erased division?

e Traditionally, the gifts of Holy Spirit have been
referred to as seven-fold: Wisdom, Knowledge,
Right Judgment, Understanding, Wonder & Awe
before God, Reverence, and Courage. If we consider
these gifts biblically, the number seven implies
perfection; they include but do not exhaust all the
ways God’s power is revealed. {Taken from Isaiah
11:2}

e Which of these gifts do you clearly exhibit right now?

e Name others in your life who exhibit the remaining
gifts. Share with a friend.

e St. Francis of Assisi reminded us that shalom is to
extended to all of creation. Our proclamation of the
Good News does not begin and end with humans. Pray
that you will find beauty in a part of creation that is not
pleasing to you today (termite, snake, spider, strong
winds, cloudy days). Breathe and give thanks.

Mindfulness (set aside three minutes. Breathe. Read slowly

three times. Which words or ideas hold energy for you? What images
emerge in you?)

“Human beings may separate things into as
many piles as we wish—separating spirit
from flesh, sacred from secular, church
from world. But we should not be surprised
when God does not recognize the
distinctions we make between the two.
Earth is so thick with divine possibility that
it is a wonder we can walk anywhere

without cracking our shins on altars.”
— Barbara Brown Taylor, An Altar in the World: A
Geography of Faith

“The Mystery of God as Trinity invites us
into full participation with God, a flow, a
relationship, a waterwheel of always
outpouring love. Trinity basically says that
God is a verb much more than a noun.
Some Christian mystics taught that all of
creation is being taken back into this flow
of eternal life, almost as if we are a "Fourth
Person" of the Eternal Flow of God or, as
Jesus put it, "so that where I am you also
may be" (John 14:3) - Richard Rohr, The Shape of
God: Deepening the Mystery of the Trinity

“The dove descending breaks the air
With flame of incandescent terror

Of which the tongues declare

The one discharge from sin and error.
The only hope, or else despair

Lies in the choice of pyre or pyre-

To be redeemed from fire by fire.

Who then devised the torment? Love.
Love is the unfamiliar Name

Behind the hands that wove

The intolerable shirt of flame

Which human power cannot remove.
We only live, only suspire

Consumed by either fire or fire.”

— T.S. Eliot, Four Quartets


http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/71455.Barbara_Brown_Taylor
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/5833971
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/5833971
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/18540.T_S_Eliot
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/2886568
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May 25, 2022
Dear ones of the Southeastern lowa Synod,

The shooting on Tuesday, May 24 at Robb Elementary in Uvalde, Texas is a tragedy. Lives were lost, hearts are
broken, families are shattered, another school district and community are reeling in shock and horror, and this
combined with the recent and growing list of mass shootings — plus the growing list of shootings in our own synod
makes this tragic news heavy and unbearable.

So unbearable that it could be easier to look away, to move on to the next news item, or to wait for the next
tragedy, yet, here we are bearing witness to violence, death, and evil again. You may be experiencing a whole array
of reactions -dismay, anger, sadness, despair, grief, fear, emptiness, confusion, overwhelm. Thoughts and prayers
may seem empty, but we must pause and pray, wailing with the mourners, ‘How long, O Lord?’, while clinging to
the promise of God, who is making all things new in Christ.

Even amid tragedy, we, as Christians, are people of hope. “Hope causes not rest but unrest, not patience but
impatience [...] Those who hope in Christ can no longer put up with reality as it is...”[1] Hope in Christ calls us to
advocate for peace, for mercy, for an end to violence, and for safety. Hope in Christ calls us to stand with the
suffering, the grieving, the hurting, the first responders, the medical teams, the social workers, the teachers, the
school board, the families, the surviving children, and the family of the shooter. Hope in Christ calls us to engage this
complex issue in our homes, our communities, and even in our congregations so that we, as Christians and as
citizens, may work together with local, state, and federal leaders toward safety and peace.

As we pray for our siblings in Christ in Uvalde and the SW TX Synod, ELCA, | encourage you and your
congregation in the coming days and weeks to find ways to share our hope in Christ, to act, to pray, to mourn, and to
be restless about the realities of violence in our world. | am including a few resources that may be helpful as you get
started.

Peace be with you,

Bishop Amy Current

Southeastern lowa Synod, ELCA Calling All Who Care

Whether you do it for love or for a living, your caregiving

L Jiirgen Moltmann, Theology of Hope: On the Ground helps keep Jones County’s older adults happy and safe.

and the Implications of a Christian Eschatology
Caregiving comes in so many shapes and sizes that, like
many people, you might not even realize you’re a
Resources: caregiver. Caregivers . . .

ELCA: A 60-Day Journey Toward Justice in a Culture of Gun » Bring in the mail

 Drop off food or meals

« Stop by for a safety check

_ » Respond to medical events and falls

scripture.  Coordinate professional services

 Help with daily activities (eating or bathing)

o Manage meds & more

Violence, this resource includes a litany and a short study for
each day that reflects on ELCA statements, letters, and

ELCA: Community Violence, Gun Control Statement passed

by the ELCA Churchwide Assembly
) You’re Invited to join us for coffee and conversation about
Southeastern Iowa Synod: Read the 2018 resolution about the caregiving resources and support in Jones County

prevention of gun violence passed by the Synod Assembly Friday, June 17
9

Women of the ELCA: Rachel’s Day Women boldly standing 3:00-4:00 p.m
for children, this is a short study, concrete actions to take, Anamosa Senior Center
and a litany about gun violence and children 112 N Ford Street

Bishops Against Gun Violence (Episcopal): Litany in the Wake RSVP as spots are limited. Contact Heritage AAA
Phone: 319-398-5559 or 800 332-5934

f a Mass Shooti : . :
of a Mass Shooting Email: Heritage. Agency@kirkwood.edu

Diana Butler Bass: A Risk of Prayer, a call to use this litany

this week in worship


https://seiasynod.org/synod-news/message-from-bishop-current-may-2022/#_ftn1
https://www.elca.org/60days
https://www.elca.org/60days
https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Community_Violence_GunsSPR93.pdf?_ga=2.67182166.679886815.1653485998-2073869988.1639420147
https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Community_Violence_GunsSPR93.pdf?_ga=2.67182166.679886815.1653485998-2073869988.1639420147
https://seiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/dlm_uploads/2018/05/Resolution-3-Preventing-Gun-Violence.pdf
https://seiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/dlm_uploads/2018/05/Resolution-3-Preventing-Gun-Violence.pdf
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/RachelsDay_2015.pdf
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/RachelsDay_2015.pdf
https://bishopsagainstgunviolence.org/liturgical_resource/litany-in-the-wake-of-a-mass-shooting/
https://bishopsagainstgunviolence.org/liturgical_resource/litany-in-the-wake-of-a-mass-shooting/
https://dianabutlerbass.substack.com/p/the-risk-of-prayer?s=r
https://seiasynod.org/synod-news/message-from-bishop-current-may-2022/#_ftnref1
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Mailing Address:

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church
103 East Cedar Street

Anamosa, 1A 52205

Return Service Requested

Summer
WORSHIP SCHEDULE

In-Person Worship Services

Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. Traditional
Contemporary Sunday 10:30 a.m. **

Taped service is available on
YouTube, Facebook and website.

** At WapsiAna Park

Upcoming Events (mark your calendars)

Alz Az Mz Nz Nz Nz Nz SNz SNz SNz Nz Sz SN2 SNz Nz Nz Nz SN2 Nz Nz SNz Sz Sz
INZNIZNINIZINIZINIZNZNZNZNZN NN 7N 7N 7N 7N 7N 7N 7N 7N 7N 7N

Al Alz
7N 7N
S VBS June 27-30 e

N 7N
3% Anamosa Blood Drive July 7 @ St. Paul Fellowship Hall 3§
3k (watch for signup details) K
‘555 Annual Meeting July 17 (after 10:30 service) 3
Al L. . Al
;:; Youth Mission Trip July 24-29 ;:;
7N 7N

Alz Az Mz Nz Nz Nz Nz SNz SNz SNz SNz Nz SN2 SNz Nz Nz Nz SN2 Nz Nz SNz Nz Sz
INZNIZNINIZINIZINIZNIZNZNZNZN NN 7N 7N 7N 7N 7N 7N 7N 7N 7N 7N



