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LUTHERAN CHURCH

ANAMOSA, IOWA
CREATIVELY CONNECT « INTENTIONALLY GROW - JOYFULLY SERVE

June 6, 2021 2nd Sunday of Pentecost

Mailing/Offices: 103 E. Cedar Street, Anamosa IA 52205 Website: www.stpaulanamosa.com

Fax: (319) 462-4843

Pastor Dirk Robert Stadtlander
from Free Indeed Prison Ministry
will be our guest preacher on
June 2/6.

Free/ludeed He pastors a Lutheran congregation
within the walls of the Anamosa

State Penitentiary and is sponsored
by the churches of the Southeast lowa Synod. St.
Paul Lutheran made a monetary donation of support
earlier this spring, but if you would like to further
financially support the work of Free Indeed, send a
check (put “Prison Ministry” in the memo line) to the:
Southeastern lowa Synod, 2635 Northgate Rd.,

lowa City, IA 52245

Online: Make secure credit card donations

at... freeindeedanamosa.org via the blue Donate
button at the top or the green Give Online button at the
bottom (Select Freelndeed in the “Give to” category)

St. Paul Lutheran, Anamosa summer worship

schedule, June 6 - Aug. 29. {Based on feedback
received in a Council phone survey of 42 regular service
attendees.}

Wednesday 6:00 p.m. in the church. Alternating
between traditional and contemporary music
settings, this service will also be recorded and
posted on the St. Paul YouTube page. {Traditional
—June 9, 23, July 7, 21, Aug. 4, 18}
(Contemporary — June 2, 16, 30, July 14, 28, Aug.
11, 25). Facemasks and social distancing are
encouraged.

Sunday 10:30 a.m. in the Bandshell area of
Wapsiana Park. {In case of inclement weather, an
announcement will be made via eblast and
Facebook by 9:00 a.m. and the service will be
moved inside to the church at 10:30.} This service
will be hybrid style with a combination of
traditional, camp, and contemporary songs
performed on contemporary instruments. When
outside, bring your own chairs. The July 18
outdoor service will lead into the St. Paul Annual
Meeting.

The 8:30 a.m. Sunday service is suspended until
Sept. 5. Please join us at one of the other two
services!

Do you have a father or
father figure in your
life you would like to
remember or honor??
Well, here's your

Cather's Dey Bellots

chancel Father’s Day is June 20th and
this year we will be selling balloons for
$2 IiKe we have in years past. Help us
decorate our sanctuary in a fun filled
memorable way! The extra funds that we
receive will also go to our Missions Trip
for this summer! Please feel free to sign
up inside of the C.E. building (office ),
Entryway of Church and at our Outdoor
service. Sign-ups start Wednesday, May
26th and end Wednesday, June 16th
@7pm. We will also honor them with a
slideshow at our

recorded service for that week.

Any questions please feel free to
contact Kaileen Weaver-951-553-5728

Christ in Our Home for July,
August, & September are available
in the white boxes in the entryway
of the church AND on the table
inside the front door of the CE
building. Please stop by and pick
one up for yourself or a neighbor.



http://freeindeedanamosa.org/
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Please Pray for the Following People
(Why people want prayers isn’t important, the prayers are!)
Ed Allaire, Leslie Schwartz, Marty Rowland,
Al Sedore (friend of Don Harderson), Angie
Keller; and for all facing challenges from

the corona virus and natural disasters.

To add a name call or email Lois at 462-4841/
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com. Names will be listed for 4
weeks and may be renewed. If you are in the hospital or
at home recovering and would like a call or visit from
Pastor Rodney, please call 319-389-6153.

Rhubarb Needed: We are pleased to
announce that St. Paul will be offering
hospitality and food to the RAGBRAI riders
in July. In planning ahead, we will be
needing lots of fruit pies! We would love to
get some rhubarb in the freezer. If you
would be willing to share some of your
rhubarb harvest with us, please contact
Nancy Stout at 319-480-1336. Thank you!

GriefShare will meet on Tuesday evenings
at 6:00 pm in the lower level of the CE
building. Masks are suggested but social
distancing will be enforced. If you would
like to attend please call Nancy Douglas for
details at 319-551-3358.

AA meets in the lower level of the CE
building on Tuesday evenings at 8:00 pm.

Jones County Food Bank: To donate
money, make checks payable to Jones
County Community Food Bank and
mailed to 105 Broadway Place, Anamosa
IA 52205. For appointment to drop off/
pick up call Julie at 462-4343. They are in
need of canned vegetables, canned fruits,
and beef stew. You may also drop off food
donations to the church office during
regular business hours or during WD4.
Please place items under the table in the
entryway. A church member will contact
Julie to make arrangements for delivery.

The Pulse is published weekly
The deadline for next week will be Noon
on Tuesday due to office closed on
Memorial Day.

Introduction: A house divided against itself cannot stand. Jesus
makes this observation in light of charges that he is possessed. He is
possessed, not by a demon, but by the Holy Spirit. We who have
received the Holy Spirit through baptism have been joined to Christ’s
death and resurrection and knit together in the body of Christ. Those
with whom we sing and pray this day are Jesus’ family. With them we
go forth in peace to do the will of God.

First Reading: Genesis 3:8-15 NIV

The Book of Genesis, the first of the five great Hebrew Torah
collections, strives to explain the Jewish self-understanding in
relationship to Yahweh God and in contrast to their pagan
neighbors. This book is highly metaphorical and symbol laden.
Some of the early Christian patriarchs interpreted today’s story as
a struggle between humankind and Satan, the prince of darkness.
Those speculations are influenced by hundreds of years of
theological development with regard to evil. Without reviewing
that entire history, let us just acknowledge that the name Satan,
his fall from grace, and his dominion in the world do not appear
in the Jewish lexicon for hundreds of years after the Genesis story
was first recorded. That being the case, then what struggle could
this story be describing?

As mentioned earlier, the Jews partly identified themselves in
contrast to the other people around them. What is known is that
the people who surrounded the ancient Israelites worshipped a
pantheon of gods, the chief of whom was named Baal. This other
religion had fertility practices (symbolized by a serpent) that
included prostitution and human sacrifice. The first Jewish couple
did not participate in these practices because their God did not
demand such things. But it appears that at some point, the couple
was deceived by the serpent. Their actions were exposed to them
by Yahweh God and they stood naked, vulnerable, and exposed
because they had dabbled with worship of another god. Several
things happened because of this infidelity: historically, humans
have reflexively lashed out at snakes though they only strike
when threatened; while Baal worship was condemned and
demeaned by Yahweh (the serpent lost its legs), it remained an
ongoing threat and distraction to the faith of the Israelites (i.e.
Canaanite princesses in King Solomon’s harem, Queen Jezebel
with King Ahab, the people who inhabited Tyre and Sidon and
the lands north of Galilee in the time of Jesus).

This story in chapter three of Genesis seems to be talking about
the struggle that accompanies exercising the divine attribute of
free will while remaining absolutely loyal to the God whose gift
we share. Each time a human chooses to dabble in the affairs of a
different god, there is separation. Hopefully, the separation does
not become so great that the way back to the one true God is lost.


https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g
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Psalm 130

Second Reading: Paul’s second letter to the Christian
community in Corinth, Greece 4:13-5:1

Paul appears to be acknowledging what has happened
throughout the Christian community in the twenty years since
Jesus’ resurrection event. People who are faithful to the
message of Jesus are being afflicted, perplexed, persecuted, and
even struck down by those who wield the sword. Even though
Paul faces the threat of death daily from those who oppose him,
he claims his strength and fearless disposition in the name of
the Lord.

In addition, Paul is concerned about the honor of the
Christian community. The integrity of the good news about
Jesus is jeopardized when those outside the community are able
to see greed, unresolved public disagreements, and pompous
behavior within and among the baptized. Similarly, Paul uses
his own physical deterioration as a means to address the
physical dilapidation of the church in Corinth, not any
buildings, but the network of relationships meant to hold the
community together. Paul is frustrated by the lack of charity
and reconciliation that has been reported to him, but he strains
in this letter to encourage the flock in Corinth to remain faithful
to Christ and to each other. It could cost them esteem or status,
but if they look to Paul’s modeling and believe his claim, they
too will experience daily renewal and spiritual joy.

Gospel: Mark 3:20-35 NIV

At the time of Jesus and Mark, the name Satan has become
the personification for any person or action that deters someone
from loyalty to Yahweh God. The term Satan was applied to
demons, temptations, misguided plans, shortsightedness, and
things associated with this world. Satan is definitely what Jesus
was concerned about.

Today’s verses describe a number of interactions between
Jesus and significant groups including the learned scribes and
Jesus” own family. In this highly charged, very public culture,
honor was the prize to be sought and protected. The easiest
way someone could steal another’s honor was to hurl an
insulting name or label and have it stick because previous
actions supported it. The scribes tried to demote Jesus’ status
with the people by claiming that he was casting out demons by
a spirit named Satan who sits high in the spiritual hierarchy.
Jesus quickly refutes their poor logic, pointing out that if he
were one of Satan’s workers, Satan certainly would not send
him to work miracles against his own kingdom, seen in the

Taped services are found on St. Paul
website, St. Paul YouTube page or St.
Paul Facebook page.

Reservations are no longer needed. Mask
wearing and social distancing encouraged!

Wednesday, June 2

*  6:00pm Worship
Greeter: Summer Parks
Reader: Polly Chalstrom
Prayers: Polly Chalstrom
PowerPoint: Myra Powell

Sunday, June 6
* 10:30am Worship at Wapsiana Park
(bring chair)

Comm Prep: Amy Christianson
Greeter: Colin & Carol Stiffler
Reader: Colin Stiffler

Tuesday, June 8

+ 1:30pm Scripture study

+  6:00pm Grief Support—LL CE building
*  8:00pm AA— LL CE building

Wednesday, June 9

*+  6:00pm Worship
Comm. Prep: Paula Sisler
Greeter: Ben Coyle
Reader: Ben Coyle
PowerPoint: Barb Kleis

Thursday, June 10 11:00 am VBS prep

Friday, June 11 5:00 pm VBS prep

Sunday, June 13

* 10:30am Worship at Wapsiana Park
(bring chair)
Comm Prep: Dee Ihlenfeldt
Greeter: Shawn Countryman family
Reader & Prayers: Nancy Douglas

St Paul Staff Emails and Phone Numbers

Pastor Rodney
blumlwa@gmail.com

Nancy Douglas, Treasurer
njldouglas@hotmail.com

Kaileen Weaver
cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com

Brie Wittenburg
cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com

Lois Ocenosak
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com

(319) 389-6153
(319) 551-3358
(951) 553-5728
(319) 975-8186

(319) 721-9893

Please call us if we can be of assistance. PLEASE
leave a message if we cannot answer. We will
return your call ASAP.
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possessions, illnesses, and crippling of people. No,
a house divided upon itself would certainly fall; a
point that the early Christians recognized for
themselves as well. Jesus clearly roots himself in the
power of Yahweh who is the greatest in the spirit
world.

The interaction with Jesus’ family is
disturbing but perhaps understandable under the
circumstances. John Pilch (Jesus, Cycle B, pg. 46)
posits that Jesus family was looking out for his
wellbeing by labeling him “out of his mind.” Since
the scribes and Pharisees were already so upset
with Jesus” previous healings on the Sabbath that
they were plotting his demise, Jesus’ family thought
they could protect him from their wrath by
pleading insanity. The Jerome Biblical Commentary
(pg. 604), suggests that his family wanted to insult
him into silence because Jesus was bringing
embarrassment onto his own kin. Obviously, his
family does not yet understand who he is nor the
nature of his mission, not terribly unlike his own
apostles until after the resurrection. Because of this
interaction, regardless of the reason, Jesus uses the
situation to redefine the nature of family in a
shocking way. No longer is family defined through
blood but through faith. This would have been a
significant idea for the early Christians who were
leaving kin in order to form communities based on
faith in Jesus as the Christ.

Finally, Jesus states clearly that the scribes have
gone too far in labeling him a minister of Beelzebub
(Lord of the Flies or Dung, 2 Kgs. 1:2). By
attributing the wonderful works he has performed
in the power of God to the power of Satan, they
have insulted God and made themselves contrary
to God’s friendship. This is the “unforgiveable” sin
against Holy Spirit. Gratefully, a change of heart
through contrition can lead to a new perspective
and new relationship with God.

Taking It Home:
--What are you being asked to sacrifice for the sake of
community reconciliation?
--Do your actions lend to a label of “hypocrites” often
placed on the Church by incredulous people?
--How would you feel if your family called you

“crazy or out of your mind” because the pursuit of your
dream seemed so countercultural it embarrassed them? If
this happened to you at some point, find someone to
relate your experience to.

--Discuss: what has been your experience of the
dynamics of evil in the world — you are deceived or
duped; you are overpowered against your will to follow
something wrong; it is incarnate and real; it is scary and
ferocious; it is a human fallacy made up to explain away
our own actions; some other....

--when have you felt naked before God? How did you
respond? Did you try to cover yourself or did you accept
the covering offered to you by God?

Mindfulness (set aside three minutes. Breathe. Read slowly
three times. Which words or ideas hold energy for you? What
images emerge in you?)

“Wisdom is not gained by knowing what is
right. Wisdom is gained by practicing what is
right, and noticing what happens when that
practice succeeds and when it fails. Wise
people do not have to be certain what they
believe before they act. They are free to act,
trusting that the practice itself will teach

them what they need to know.” — Barbara Brown
Taylor, An Altar in the World: A Geography of Faith

Love is not something we give or get; it is something that
we nurture and grow, a connection that can only be
cultivated between two people when it exists within each
one of them — we can only love others as much as we love
ourselves. Shame, blame, disrespect, betrayal, and the
withholding of affection damage the roots from which love
grows. Love can only survive these injuries if they are
acknowledged, healed and rare.”

— Brené Brown, The Gifts of Imperfection

Quips and Quotes

When Leonardo da Vinci was working on the face of
Jesus in his painting “The Last Supper,” he became angry
with a certain man and lost his temper with him—Iashing
out at him with bitter words and threats. When he returned
to his canvas, he attempted to continue his work but found
himself unable to do so. Thus, he lay down his tools and
searched for the man to ask his forgiveness. The man
accepted his apology and Leonardo returned to his
workshop and finished painting the face of Jesus.

When Dr. Robert J. Oppenheimer, supervisor of the
creation of the first atomic bomb, was asked by a
congressional committee if there was any defense against
the weapon, he quickly responded, “Certainly.” “And that

hushed, expectant audience and subtly whispered,
“Peace.”


http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/71455.Barbara_Brown_Taylor
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/71455.Barbara_Brown_Taylor
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/5833971
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/7261277
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Date: Monday, June 21st-Thursday June 24th

Age: Preschool-5th graders

Time: 9a.m.- 11:15a.m.

Registration Required By: Friday, June 11th @ 12p.m.

Bringing VBS to Adventure Island!

We look forward to taking your child along on this Adventure as we learn our
Vector Verse " Arisel Shinel Your light has come; the LORD'S glory has
shone upon you. Isaiah 60:1

We will be having VBS outdoors but if rain is in the forecast will move things
indoors in separate classrooms. We will still be following CDC guidelines and
making sure All feel welcome and safe while Learning about Letting our Light
shine!l Speaking of Letting our light shine... We hope you spread the news and
invite a friend or neighbor so they too can learn how to let their light shine! We
will have a Fun Group Opener, Snacks, Science, Games, Bible Lesson, Bible
Memory and Music :-) Weather permitting we may end our VBS week with a
Family night in the park on Friday, the 25th with water balloons and
popsiclesl!

Please register online through our St. Paul Website or on our
St. Paul Facebook Page under Events.

Please be sure to follow us on our St. Paul Anamosa Facebook page for any
Updates or Changes!
https://www.facebook.com/stpaulanamosa/?ref=bookmarks

If you have Any questions please feel free to contact Kaileen Weaver
via email: cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com
Or Cell # 951-553-5728


https://www.facebook.com/events/864021617729057
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St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church
103 East Cedar Street
Anamosa, 1A 52205

Return Service Requested

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

In-Person Worship Services

Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m.
*Contemporary at 10:30 a.m.

Covid protocols for indoor services

Taped service is available on
YouTube, Facebook and website.

* At Wapsiana park through the summer.
Inside if you get an email due to weather.

Did you know . ..

A Chinese bamboo tree takes five years to
grow. ... It has to be watered and fertilized in the
ground where it has been planted every day. It
doesn't break through the ground for five years.

Then after all that waiting: Bamboo is one
of the fastest-growing plants on the planet, with
some species can reach full maturity in just 90
days, and-most taking just a couple of years.

One bamboo species can grow a massive
35 inches per day (or 1.5 inches per hour).

The 100th Anniversary Celebration is similar to
the bamboo tree because it takes a long time to
gather all the information needed to create a great
celebration.

Thanks to all who have turned in their Bio
paragraphs for the 100th Anniversary project.
Please continue to turn them in as we would like to
include as many members as possible. We will
continue to take photos of past activities at St. Paul
as well.

Thank you for helping us “water and fertilize our
bamboo plant every day” by sharing your photos
and info with us. We appreciate your support.

Jan Allaire & Lois Ocenosak




