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June 4, 2023 The Holy Trinity 

May 28th was the day of baptism for Granger Lee Soat (held by Taylor) 
and Thea James Stair (held by Micaela).  Their parents are Taylor and 
Micaela Stair and their sponsors are Erin Soat and Austin Stair.  Please 
congratulate and welcome all of them to our church when you see them. 
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 The Book of the Prophet Isaiah 6:1-8  NIV 
In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and the train of his robe filled the 
temple. Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their 
feet, and with two they were flying. 3 And they were calling to one another: “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty; the whole 
earth is full of his glory.”  At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled with smoke.   
“Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes 
have seen the King, the Lord Almighty.”  Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken 
with tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away and 
your sin atoned for.” Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?”  And I said, 
“Here am I. Send me!”   
 

Humility is a virtue of the prophet 
 

Both the Jewish and Christian traditions believe that God’s self-revelation sometimes comes through people.  We have stories 
of great prophets, like Isaiah or Paul or Jesus, and sometimes we hear the reminder that God uses us to prophesy His law of 
love.   Today, we hear the story of Isaiah’s call to be a prophet.  He lived in a troubled time with corrupt kings and the threat of 
foreign take over.  In the first five chapters of this book, Isaiah has been spouting woes and destruction to the wealthy, powerful 
leaders of Israel and Judah.  Isaiah observed how their desire for status had led to their neglect of the common good, and at the 
expense of the family farm, corporate farming had become a more utilized path to greater personal wealth.  The people believed 
that the anointed king was God’s chosen one who revealed the divine will.  As the king goes, so the nation goes.  Isaiah points 
out the growing resentment and despair of the people, but the king and his court and the people of status refused to give his 
words credence even though he was raised as one of them, a child of aristocracy.  The leaders gave no indication of contrition 
nor expressed a desire for conversion from their un-Mosaic Law- like behavior.  The leaders resisted Isaiah and discredited his 
words.  Isaiah’s authority as a prophet needed to be revealed and confirmed.  To shore up his honor among the people, Isaiah is 
gifted with a vision of the great heavenly courtroom with the Lord of Hosts seated on the lofty throne of judgment.  Around the 
throne are gathered God’s advisors and council.  Isaiah can hear Satan leveling accusations against Israel before Yahweh.  
{Satan, “the accuser,” is the prosecuting attorney in God’s court.}  In the Jewish tradition, no one could see the face of God and 
survive judgment.  Isaiah’s exasperated cry “Woe is me,” finds voice when Isaiah realizes that like his accused countrymen, he 
too is a man of unclean lips, having spoken despairingly of God during times of doubt or crisis.  He too had been prone to 
neglecting or bad-mouthing the vulnerable and the poor and the dependent welfare widows and the uneducated farm workers.   
He was filled with shame and must have wondered why God would gift him with this vision while he was still a sinner.  {To 
the people of ancient cultures and to some degree throughout the Middle East today, dreams were considered credible avenues 
for God’s revelation.}  Then, to allay Isaiah’s fears, a fiery angel brought a hot coal from the altar of sacrifice and touched his 
lips in an act of purification.   Isaiah was assured by YHWH that he could now prophesy on God’s behalf without the yoke of 
wickedness burdening him.  This did not necessarily mean Isaiah would never stumble or commit sin again; more profoundly, it 
meant that his future “forth telling” would reflect the will of God.  The last two lines of the reading imply that the heavenly trial 
has been adjourned and God sought someone to deliver the verdict to His people.  In recognition of God’s previous loving 
gesture, Isaiah says, “Here I am, send me!”  This is a critical statement of acceptance for his God-given call to be prophet.  The 
power of humility, recognition of sin, and loving forgiveness changed a man so he could spend his life carrying the message of 
conversion from God’s court to his fellow people. 
 

Psalm 138        
I will praise you, Lord, with all my heart;    before the “gods” I will sing your praise.  I will bow down toward your holy 
temple and will praise your name for your unfailing love and your faithfulness, for you have so exalted your solemn decree 
that it surpasses your fame.  When I called, you answered me;  you greatly emboldened me. May all the kings of the 
earth praise you, Lord, when they hear what you have decreed. May they sing of the ways of the Lord, for the glory of 
the Lord is great. Though the Lord is exalted, he looks kindly on the lowly; though lofty, he sees them from afar. Though I 
walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve my life.  You stretch out your hand against the anger of my foes; with your right 
hand you save me. 
The Lord will vindicate me; your love, Lord, endures forever— do not abandon the works of your hands. 
 

Luke 5:8-10   NIV 
When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus’ knees and said, “Go away from me, Lord; I am a sinful man!” For he and all his 
companions were astonished at the catch of fish they had taken, and so were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, Simon’s 
partners. Then Jesus said to Simon, “Don’t be afraid; from now on you will fish for people.” So they pulled their boats up on 
shore, left everything and followed him.                
 

Sometimes, humility is a response to greatness, even for an apostle.  This is the call of the first apostles in Luke’s gospel.  
Simon, James and John are prosperous fisherman, but their hard work fishing this particular night had not paid off.  They were 
on the shore of the Sea of Galilee (Gennesaret in Luke’s Gospel, the Greek name for the fertile fields northwest of the sea) in 
the fishing village of Capernaum, washing their nets.  They were exhausted, frustrated, ready to hang it up, when Jesus showed 
up, followed by a throng of people.  You can imagine that even in their sleepless stupor they would have recognized that 
something amazing was happening.  Simon obliges Jesus’ request to take him a ways out on the sea in his boat.  Jesus saw an 
opportunity to use the natural acoustics of the shoreline to speak to the crowds; his voice would carry better over water.  Jesus 
had already healed Simon Peter’s mother-in-law (Lk 4:38ff) and so after hearing Jesus teach, Peter realized he was in the 
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presence of a truly holy person.  As a result, it only took slight urging from Jesus to convince Peter to put back out to sea for 
more fishing.  Jesus wanted to show Peter and his companions that God’s grace was available to them in his words and his 
presence (a reference back to Genesis chapter 1.  God spoke and it happened.  God’s word is immediately effective.)  After they 
had caught an abundance of fish, almost more than the boats could safely hold, Peter acknowledged that he had just witnessed 
the power of God through Jesus’ words, and in the sight of this godly man, humbly claimed his sinfulness.  Instead of 
chastising him, Jesus, perhaps for the first time in Simon’s life, invites him fully into the Kingdom of God.  It was no longer 
something to be anticipated or a reality to worked for; the Kingdom was really here, now, and Simon Peter was in it and called 
to be its witness.  Peter had been fishing in the dark, toiling in self-doubt and disbelief, but now could effectively work in the 
light of faith.  Luke holds Simon Peter up as a hero of the early Church.  This would not have happened had Peter not humbly 
said, “Yes,” to God’s grace after having succumbed to fear and denying Jesus.  Peter, James, and John’s conversions to the Lord 
were absolutely complete as noted in the phrase “they left everything and followed him.”  We do not need to hear this as an act 
of abandonment of family or responsibilities; the men returned home frequently and even took their families with them on 
occasion.  Also, when the men were absent, their families were provided for by the patriarchs of the clan, Zebedee and Jonah. 
The village of Capernaum was one large extended family.  The meaning is that following Jesus into the Kingdom is primary. 
Simon Peter left behind everything that had previously prevented him from being the person God called him to be, i.e. doubt, 
anger, hurt, selfishness.... Simon Peter traveled and spread the good news of Jesus until he was martyred in Rome in about 64 
AD. 
 

Taking it home: 

• What human weakness or sinful action is keeping you from being a prophet for God?  Do you believe that God will purify 
you if you ask?  Do you realize that being reconciled with God leads you to change your community relationships, too? 

• Would you be willing to lay down your life for your faith, or for the love of God in your life?   
• Tell someone about a time you were “struck down” just when you felt most secure or powerful.   What happened?  What did 

you learn?  Did your faith grow?   
• Recall the greatest act of love you have ever witnessed.  Who was touched by it?  Did anything change following its 

expression?   
• Recall the greatest act of love you have ever shown.  Were you motivated by a desire for the other person’s best interest or 

was it to gain a claim on that person’s loyalty?   
• Can you identify a modern example of the movement from darkness into light, disbelief to faith, cockiness to humility, 

apathy to love, frustration to joy? 
 

Mindfulness (set aside three minutes. Breathe. Read slowly three times.  Which words or ideas hold energy for you?  
What images emerge in you?)  “Shadowy material resides inside each one of us, but the man (the one) who is willing to face 
his own capacity for darkness will discover his deepest inner goodness and the presence of the divine within him. Some men 
never discover the divine presence within because they can't bring themselves to face their demons. Don't try to engineer this 
process or manufacture any angels. It will be done to you; just do not hate or fear the falling.”  
― Richard Rohr, On the Threshold of Transformation: Daily Meditations for Men 
 

 

 

 

St. Patrick’s Catholic Church is in need of plastic bags that can be used 
to weave sleep mats for the homeless. Bags from Walmart, 
Fareway,  Dollar General, Hy-Vee, and Target work great.  We CANNOT 
use bread bags,  subway bags or bags that newspapers come in.  Bags 
can be brought to the Lawrence Community Center or St. Patrick 
Church any time they are open.  Thank you!”    

ATTENTION IF Y0U ARE 65 OR OLDER 

Are you 65 or older and own a home in Jones County?  If so, please stop by the 
Assessor’s office and see if you are eligible for the New Homestead Tax Exemption.  
Rm 26 on basement level at bottom of north stairway at the courthouse.  You can 
also call 319-462-2671 and they might do it over the phone too. 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/7919.Richard_Rohr
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/13933844
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Celebrate the Father or Father Figure in your life 
with an Ice Cold Can of Root beer or Stay after the 
Wednesday, June 14th or Sunday, June 18th services 
to enjoy a Root Beer Float! Cost will be $2 a can with 
any extra proceeds going for the Youth Missions Trip 
this Summer. Please feel free to sign up in honor of or 
in memory of the  Father or Father Figure in your life 
inside of the C.E. building (office) or the Back of  the 
Sanctuary.  
 
Sign-ups starts now and ends Thursday, June 8th 
@12pm. We will also honor them with a slideshow be-
fore the service each week.  
 
Any questions please feel free to contact Kaileen 
Weaver Office # 319-462-4841 Cell # 951-553-5728 
cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com  
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Two new summer prayer opportunities at St. Paul led by Pastor Rodney! 

Create some intentional time for Focused Communal Silence {Meditation}- The benefits of meditation 
are real, but it is often difficult to make room for silence in our lives.  Communal accountability can 
help  uphold the commitment.  Join with others in the St. Paul Church on Monday and/or Thursday 
mornings, 6:30-7:00 a.m. beginning June 1 for Meditation Prayer.  We will pray out loud the Canticle 
of Zechariah, have 17 minutes of silent meditation, then close with the Canticle of Simeon. 

Drumming Circle:  Join others in the church chapel from 5:15-6:15 pm one of the last Tuesdays of 
each month for drum prayer.  10 hand drums are available; first come, first to choose.  We will begin 
with sharing gratitudes and intentions, then drum, ending with a drum wash for those who wish 
it.  Weather permitting, we'll drum outside. 

Drumming is a form of contemplative prayer that invites us to be present to the Heartbeat of God. As 
we listen to and feel the drums, we experience the One pulse that gives rise to all the rhythms and 
energies of life.  It is actually from the feminine energy of the divine that drumming emerges, and men 
drum to draw themselves from the head into the heart, seeking harmony. 

Upcoming drumming dates for 2023 will be:  

 June 20, July 25, Aug. 22. Sept. 26, Oct. 24. Nov. 21, Dec.26. 

Collecting Pill Bottles 
We are now collecting only amber 

colored pill bottles with no 
labels that are dry and clean 
of labels for the Community 
Free Clinic in Cedar Rapids. 
Drop them off in the back of 
the church in the box 
underneath the table. 

Calling anyone who wants to be a hero to  
someone within our community by Creatively  
Connecting & Joyfully Serving  @ VBS 2023!  
Looking for Assistants 
for the  Registration  
Table at the start of 
each day, Bible Story 
Leader, Craft Leader, 
Snack Leader, Science 
Leader,  Caring Hands, 
Listening Ears and  
Smiling Faces to be a 
part of this  Community 
VBS. I promise you this 
is a rewarding experi-
ence and will bring a lit-
tle extra sunshine to your summer!  
 
VBS is June,19th-22nd  9am-11:30a.m. 
Please contact: Kaileen Weaver if you would 
like to Volunteer –951-553-5728  

Adult 
Sunday 
School class 
has started 
and a new 
batch of 
study will 
be held 
each week 
in the 
fellowship 

hall at 9:20 a.m between 
services. All are welcome, we 
encourage you to attend for 
learning and discussion on the 
Word of God with your 
community. The first topic will 
be a focused look at Peter, his 
role and actions in the Gospels. 
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Tell your family, friends and neighbors as All are Welcome to join us for a fun 
filled, action packed week as we learn how we as Individuals can bring Peace and 
Build Each Other Up!  
 

This year we are putting on our capes and Calling on our Community Heroes!  Come along as 
kids (called Heroes) experience these stories through music, Bible storytelling, games, 
arts and crafts, science, and even snacks, they’ll learn that Heroes are called to Follow 
Jesus, Help Others, Work Together and Show Grace!  And, best of all, they’ll be invited 
to answer this call at VBS, at church, at home, and every area of their lives.  We will begin 
answering that call to our Community through our VBS Mission this year giving to HACAP 
for food donations as well as change for Sleep in Heavenly Peace. Each day we will be ac-
cepting non perishable food item as well as collecting $ for these organizations. At the 
End of the week if we are able to raise $200 or more I will draw 4 names from our tickets 
to slime me at our Community Block Party ( must be present to redeem) We will put names 
in the raffle for each item/$ brought each day. The kids will be showing off their song/
sign skills from the many Awesome songs they will learn during VBS at the start of our 
Block Party!  
 
Please be sure to follow us on our St. Paul Anamosa Facebook page for any Updates 
or Changes!      https://www.facebook.com/stpaulanamosa/?ref=bookmarks  
 

If you have Any questions please feel free to contact Kaileen Weaver via email: cyfm-
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com  

Date: June 19th- June 22nd 
Age: Preschool-6th grade 
Time: 9a.m.- 11:30a.m. 
Where: St. Paul Lutheran 
201 N. Ford St. Anamosa 

 

Youth Training Event for grades 8-12 
 

Do you know of youth, currently in grades 8-12 
who care deeply about others and would benefit 
from learning real-life relational skills that they 
can use to help their peers who are going through 
difficult times? 
 
This is a 4 day event that will provide both 
training and opportunities to put relational 
leadership skills to use.  We will be at Camp 
EWALU near Strawberry Point, Iowa, June 19-22, 
learning PML skills, interacting with and leading 
younger campers, and doing fun camp activities.  
We will stay overnight at the EWALY Stone 
Center which provides hotel- style 
accommodations.  

https://www.facebook.com/events/864021617729057
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Please Pray for the Following 
(Why people want prayers isn’t important, the prayers are!) 

We pray for all who need healing, strength or 
comfort those who are grieving especially  For 
peace in our nation & world, for safety in our 
schools and communities and for those seeking a 

safe home. To add a name call or email  Kathy at 

462-4841/stpaulanamosa@gmail.com. Names 
will be listed for 4 weeks and may be renewed.                                                                                                                            

 
 

GriefShare is available upon request. Please 
contact Nancy Douglas if interested 319-551-3358.  
 

AA meets in the lower level of the CE building on 
Tuesday evenings at 7:00 pm.  
 

Jones County Food Bank: Help is always needed at 
the Jones County Community Food Bank - food and 
funds have fallen critically low. For the last few 
months, the number of families and individuals 
requesting foods has been increasing and the shelves 
are almost bare. Funds are also being diminished by 
the demands of purchasing food at higher prices. 
 

To donate money, checks may be written to Jones 
County Community Food Bank and mailed to 105 
Broadway Place, Anamosa IA 52205. Items needed 
this week: Peas, pancake mix and syrup, canned tuna, 
Mac & Cheese and personal care items. Please place 
items in the back of the church for collection by St. Paul 
volunteers OR call the Food Bank to make delivery 

 

Bread Bakers:  
June:  Sandra Andresen 
July:  Sherry Evans 
August:  Brian/Michelle Lubben 
 
 

Deliver Food to Food Bank:  
June:   Myra Powell 
July:  Barb Kleis 
August:  Ralph & Sandy Andresen 

 

Recorded services are found on St. Paul 
website, YouTube page or Facebook page.  

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline 
Available 24 Hours 

Languages:  English, Spanish 
800-273-8255 

Wednesday, May 31 
*  8:00 am Men’s Worship Group—CE Building 

 6:00pm Evening Service 
 Comm Prep:  Barb Kleis 
 Greeters:  Polly Chalstrom 
 Readings/Prayers:  Polly Chalstrom 
 Comm Server:  Polly Chalstrom 
 PowerPoint:  Myra Powell 
Sunday, June 4 

 8:00 am Service 
  Comm Prep: Jim/Delores Albrecht 
  Greeter:  Don/Deb Hardersen 
  Readings & Prayers: Don/Deb Hardersen 
  Comm Server:  Don/Deb Hardersen 
  PowerPoint:  Darcy Tenley 
  Livestream:  Skyler 

 10:30am Service 
  Comm Prep: Dave/Deb Oldham 
  Greeter: Gary/Carlene Vavricek 
  Readings:   Gary/Carlene Vavricek 
  Prayers: Paula Sisler  
  Comm Server:  Dave/Deb Oldham 
  PowerPoint: E. Lambertsen 
  Livestream:  D. Lambertsen 
Tuesday,  June 6 

 1:30pm Scripture Study 

 6:00pm Grief Support by request, call Nancy Douglas 

 7:00pm AA—-LL CE Building 
Wednesday, June 7 
*  8:00 am Men’s Worship Group—CE Building 

 6:00pm Evening Service 
 Comm Prep:  Ken/Pam Humpal 
 Greeters:  Ken/Pam Humpal 
 Readings/Prayers:  Barb Kleis 
 Comm Server:  Ken Humpal 
 PowerPoint:  Myra Powell 
Sunday, June 11 

 8:00am Service 
  Comm Prep: Jeff/Kristi Fortune 
  Greeter:  Mark/Rhonda Bickford 
  Readings/Prayers: Nancy Lyon Douglas 
  Comm Server:  Jeff/Kristi Fortune 
  PowerPoint: Lois Ocenosak 
  Livestream:  Skyler 

 10:30am  Service 
  Comm Prep: Nancy Lyon Douglas 
  Greeter: Jamie/Kinsley Hamblin 
  Readings/Prayers: Amy Fuller Belding 
  Comm Server:  Jamie Hamblin/Nancy Lyon Douglas 
  PowerPoint: R. Robertson 
  Livestream:  S. Goldsmith 
Tuesday, June 13 

 1:30pm Scripture Study 

 6:00pm Grief Support by request, call Nancy Douglas 

 7:00pm AA—-LL CE Building 
Wednesday,  June 14 
*  8:00 am Men’s Worship Group—CE Building 

 6:00pm Evening Service 
  Greeters:  Marlene Serbousek 
  Comm Prep:  Paula Sisler 
  Readings & Prayers: Paula Sisler 
  Comm Server:  Paula Sisler 
  PowerPoint:  Darcie Tenley 

Week June 11th Readings 
Isaiah 9:1-7 
John 8:12 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g
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Mailing Address:  
St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
103 East Cedar Street 
Anamosa, IA 52205 
 

 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

 

Wednesday, service at 6:00 p.m.  
 

 Sundays 8:00am Traditional 
10:30 am Contemporary 

 
 
 

All services will be at St. Paul. Watch for 
opportunities between Sunday services 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

 

 

June 12 All Leadership Mtg and Council Mtg  

June 14 Flag Day 

June 18 Father’s Day 

June 19-23 Vacation Bible School (9-11:30 am) 

June 23 Block Party 5:00-8:00 pm 

July 16 Annual Meeting 

 


