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LUTHERAN CHURCH

ANAMOSA, IOWA
CREATIVELY CONNECT « INTENTIONALLY GROW - JOYFULLY SERVE

|sT.PAUL = A 5]

July 3, 2022  4th Sunday Pentecost

Mailing/Offices: 103 E. Cedar Street, Anamosa IA 52205 Website: www.stpaulanamosa.com Fax: (319) 462-4843
The Pulse deadline is noon on Monday for the upcoming Wednesday/Sunday Pulse.

VBS Opening Day

Thank you to the 19 volunteers who
helped coordinate the activities for
54 VBS participants on Day 1 of VBS
2022.

This year's theme is Food Truck

Party: Some of the food available -
$16.13 Quail Exodus 16:13
$16.14 Manna Exodus 16:14
$6.14 Bread John 6:1-14
$9.12 Fish Luke 9:12-17
$3.80 Milk & Honey Exodus 3:8

e

Above: Top Chef Secrist shares a joke.

Below: Couldn't have done it without these
two ladies working the chaos of
registration. Thank you Jeannette & Sally!
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Please Pray for the Following

(Why people want prayers isn’t important, the prayers are!)

We pray for Pat Lubben and Doris
Henderson, for return of strength for all
those recovering from illness, for peace in
our nation and world, for those seeking a

safe home. To add a name call or email Lois at 462-
4841 /stpaulanamosa@gmail.com. Names will be listed
for 4 weeks and may be renewed.

July 10 Readings:
Deut 30:9-14
Ps 25:1-19
Col 1:1-14
Luke 10:25-37

GriefShare is available upon request.
Please contact Nancy Douglas if interested
319-551-3358.

AA meets in the lower level of the CE
building on Tuesday evenings at 7:00 pm.

Jones County Food Bank: To donate
money, checks should be written to Jones
County Community Food Bank and mailed
to 105 Broadway Place, Anamosa |IA 52205.
Iltems needed this week: peas, pancake mix
and syrup, canned tuna, Mac & Cheese and
personal care items. Please place items in

the back of the church for collection by St.

Paul volunteers OR call the Food Bank to
make your own delivery arraignments
(462-4343)
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Bread Bakers:

July: Marilyn Lambertsen
August: Brian & Michelle Lubben

Deliver Food to Food Bank:
July: Barb Kleis
August: Ralph & Sandy Andresen
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Council Nominee: Scott Chrisman

I have lived in Iowa all my life. I grew up in the Center Point area
and graduated from Mount Mercy College. I live in Springville with my
wife Sara and sons Grant and Luke. I enjoy movies, coaching youth
sports, and spending time with my family.

An exciting part of faith is receiving new insight about passages or
ideas we have heard throughout our lifetime. Having new connections
made that we did not understand before though we were familiar with
the passage. Faith is always evolving and I enjoy having those new
aspects revealed in time.

If T had to pick a beatitude that I identify with, I would say:
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be filled.

In our search for, and walk with God, trying to do the right thing is
not always easy, but He supports us and He will provide us with what
we need whenever we seek Him. We should deal justly and respectfully
with others while striving for righteousness as best we can. While we
often fall short in our frail humanity, we will be filled with
righteousness through God's help.

The importance of leadership is that it helps to craft a direction in
which we are headed. It also discerns what is working well and what
might need to be changed, supporting things that are good and
recalibrating those things that need adjustment. It keeps us focused on
goals and reminds us of the ideals we strive for.

My gifts for leadership are generating and understanding big picture
strategic ideas, providing thoughtful analysis, and the ability to
understand and communicate things from a variety of perspectives.


https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g
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Taped services are found on St. Paul
website, St. Paul YouTube page or St.
Paul Facebook page.

Time Change for Sunday
Outdoor Worship July 3-Labor
Day, 10:00 a.m.! We hope you
make plans to join us! Invite a friend
or neighbor!

Wednesday, June 29

*  6:00pm Service
Greeters: Paula Sisler
Reader & Prayers: Barb Kleis
PowerPoint: Darcie Tenley

Sunday, July 3 (Notice time change)

* 10:00am Service at WapsiAna Park
Comm Prep: Ralph & Sandra Andresen
Greeters: Ralph & Sandra Andresen
Reader & Prayers: Ralph Andresen

Monday, July 4 OFFICE CLOSED

Tuesday, July 5

*  1:30pm Scripture study

*  Qrief Support by request, call Nancy Douglas
*  7:00pm AA— LL CE building

Wednesday, July 6

*  6:00pm Service
Greeters: Dorothy Wood
Reader & Prayers: Nancy Stout
PowerPoint: Darcie Tenley

Sunday, July 10

* 10:00am Service at WapsiAna Park
Comm Prep: Linda Kenny
Greeters: Fred Austin Family
Reader: Brynn Austin
Prayers: Kristy Robertson

St Paul Staff Emails & Phone Numbers

Pastor Rodney blumlwa@gmail.com
(319) 389-6153

Nancy Douglas, Treasurer
njldouglas@hotmail.com
(319) 551-3358

Kaileen Weaver
cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com
(951) 553-5728

(319) 721-9893
Please call us if we can be of assistance.
PLEASE leave a message if we cannot
answer. We will return your call ASAP.

Lois Ocenosak stpaulanamosa@gmail.com

Council Nominee: Fred Austin

1. My name is Fred Austin and I have been a member of St.
Paul since 2013 with my wife, Lindsey. We have 3 kids, Brynn,
Morgan and Gavin.

2. I was not very active in church in my 20s and 30s even
though I was baptized as a baby. In my 40s, I started attending
church at Eastview Christian Church. At that time I made the
decision to be committed to God and was baptized again as an
adult. That baptism was the beginning of my religious journey
and was very meaningful to me. My mom also had a strong
influence of getting me to go back to church. She was persistent
in a good way and I’m very thankful she didn’t give up

3. “Blessed are the poor in spirit for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.” This beatitude speaks to me because I have felt empty
and was able to find guidance from the church and from pastors.
My life feels more complete but there is always room for
improvement.

4. 1 think we all need to find our niche and participate at St. Paul
in a way one feels comfortable. I want to see my generation and
younger people participate more and take an active role.

5. A leader needs to be able to say what others may not want to
say. [ am able to do that effectively. I am also able to listen to
other points of view and separate the emotional part from the
practical part. I have a get it done attitude when taking on
projects.
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Council Meeting Minutes
June 13, 2022 @ 7:00 pm
*Draft until approved by the Council in July

Welcome/check-in: Call to order at 7:18pm by Jason
Geltz

Council Members Present: Rodney Bluml, Michele
Countryman, Angie Coyle (late), Nancy Lyon Douglas,
Doug Fairbanks, Jason Geltz, Jamie Hamblin, Susan
Koppenhaver, Dustin Paulson, Tom Sabotta, and Nancy
Stout

Not Present: Dean Lambertsen

Consent Agenda Discussion and Approval
Financial Reports (see attached)
Minutes from June meeting (see attached)
Pastor’s Report

Share one event from your life, positive or negative,
where you now see how God was present to you. What
did God reveal to you in the experience? Share it with
another person as a one minute testimony.

1. Funerals: Ronald Wendt, (non-member, father of
Sally Meyers) 6/9/22

2. New Members: Polly & Carl Chalstrom, Orlyn &
Kathy Brunssen, Wayne & Jeannette Clayton were
welcomed into full membership at our 10:30 outdoor
service in WapsiAna Park on June 5. Thanks to
Jamie Hamblin and Nancy Stout for organizing the
New Member Welcome picnic and for Council
support of the meal.

3. Baptism: Thea Marie Hardersen, 5/29/22, daughter

of Jenna and Lee.

Wedding:

We learned that when worshiping at WapsiAna

Park, we only have the bandshell and green space. If

we want to use the pavilion, we need to reserve it

ahead of time. Other groups may show up to the
pavilion while we are worshiping.

6. Jason G attended the Chamber of Commerce
Roundtable on 5/24 and I attended the regular
meeting on 6/6 to support their efforts.

7. With the planning of Linda Kenny and Kaileen, we
are now offering Children’s Church on Wednesday
evenings during service through the summer. Dani
Gravel and Summer Parks have offered to assist.

8. Jan and Ed Allaire celebrated their 25th wedding
anniversary with a reception/party at the St. Paul
Fellowship Hall on 6/4. We took the opportunity to
bless them at service on 6/1.

9. Attended the Synod Assembly with our two voting
members, Dave Oldham and Kaileen Weaver, on
5/20 & 21 in Coralville. “Go Tell the World” was
the theme and the presentations revolved around
people telling their faith stories. Watch for Doug
Fairbanks’s story to be coming soon to a YouTube
near you.

ook

10. I will be at a family reunion 6/22-29. Kathryn
Franzenburg will be here to lead worship.

Jamie Hamblin motioned to approve the consent
agenda. Susan Koppenhaver second this motion. Ayes
Carry.

Old Business

e Lumberyard update: Jeff is about 95% moved
out and most is in his new space. He thought
perhaps by the end of this week he may have most
everything out of the building. There are some
outside items that need to be moved still. Doug did
get our names added to the asbestos abatement
schedule for July. Doug will be working on
estimates for this. The abatement company has been
asked to give us a bid. He will be obtaining
additional bids as comparison. He is also discussing
who can do deconstruction. He has offered the
Amish community to come take things from the
space if they need it. There are also garage doors
that could be repurposed. He is trying to salvage
whatever he can that would mean less for us to take
to the landfill. He has also identified someone to
take the concrete. Bids will be reviewed at the next
council meeting.

New Business

e Lisa B appreciation: Lisa worked for St Paul for
nine years. The Council will be sending a thank you to
her for her work.

e Help with tailgate tents and chairs for a
graveside service on July 16. Jamie has a tent that
can be used to be set up. Doug and Jason will check to
see if they are available. If anyone is available, please
talk to Pastor Rodney.

e New member picnic report: Approximately 60
members attended. Leftover fruit was donated to the
senior center and to the funeral this past week. The
total cost was around ~$230 with around a $70 free
will donation. A Thrivent table was set up for
members to learn more. It seemed like most everyone
had a good time.

e Anamosa chamber recap: Chamber of
Commerce Roundtable - Jason did attend the round
table to represent St. Paul. Pastor Rodney also
attended the meeting last month. The chamber has
alot of ideas for the community and have added three
more chamber members. (N=9) They are also
working with Chamber Ambassadors. (N=5) The plan
is to take the roundtable ideas to present to the new
Chamber Director as a representation of the direction
they will be moving forward. This position is
currently under recruitment. If you know you are
available the first Monday of the month at 4:00pm,
please feel free to attend.
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e Annual report and budget (due June 22nd)

eWhoever has reports that go into the annual
report - those are due June 26th to Lois. The
leadership committee leads are writing feedback
for the report.

eAnnual budget - clarified budget has

decreased. Motion to approve the proposed budget
to the congregation (Doug Fairbanks) and a second
from Jamie Hamblin. Ayes Carry.

eMichele Countryman motioned to bring forward
new quotes for the internet and phone. Nancy
Stout second. Michele will gather commercial
rates and bring them back to the July Council
Meeting. Ayes Carry.

eAnnual Meeting location - discussed whether or
not having an event indoors to allow for questions
on the budget. Would this be a possibility to
worship indoors on this day. Announcements will
be updated to reflect worship in the church on this
day.

All Leadership Meeting Summary

eFinance & Stewardship Committee - Nancy LD &
Tom: Dave Oldham has agreed to shadow Nancy to
learn financial processes

eYouth and Family - Angie & Kaileen

oThis Wednesday is a Mission Trip meeting. This is
a service event that will be planting flowers in the
outside flower beds off main street.

eLinda Kenney and Summer Parks are doing Wed
night youth activities. One additional high school
youth will be helping at the end of June for four
weeks

oVBS - 42 pre registered which is double what we
usually see preregister. Theme is a “food truck” party
theme. Thurs will be a VBS community event from
6:30-7:30 at the park and we will have a Kona Ice
Truck. This is paid for by a Thrivent event.

oSt. Paul Pool Party July 1 5-7pm Bring snacks, no
snack shack open. NO glass

eNine youth from St. Paul going to Ewalu Camp this
summer. Five in June and four in July

eYouth positions for mission trip remain open (July
24-29). Mission Trip this year will be in the Quad
Cities. Talk to Kaileen if your youth is interested in
attending

eGrounds and Maintenance - Dustin & Dean: Putting
together a contract to offer to a new custodian. Fred,
Dustin and Rodney will meet to finalize the draft. A
search will be underway to replace Lisa.

eQutreach - Susan & Jason

eMet with the committee today and worked on the
summer Lutheran World Relief kits. Goal is to

make 50 personal care kits and 125 backpacks.
Several people have bought supplies so we do not
need everything. Will be getting a Thrivent grant for
some of the materials.
eFederal program that is feeding school kids ends at
the end of June. Will be meeting on Wednesday to
discuss how to address this. There are 437 kids
signed up to receive these meals. Need to keep this
group in their prayers as they discern what to do.
eGods work, Our hands - did have a little bit of a
conversation about what this might look like this
year.

eMember Care - Nancy S & Jamie
eCarol and Nancy started doing visits. It was a
delightful experience and they kept a log of events.
oNo requests for a meal train yet. If you hear of
someone who needs meals, contact Nancy Stout.
eThank you to Nancy and Jamie for facilitating the
new member picnic.

Communication

eSewer and underground utilities are flagged. An old
sewer line is being replaced which is why the roads are
closed.

Upcoming events:
eMission Trip meetings for high school youth
attending mission trip in July
eWednesday, June 15th- 5-6pm
eWednesday, July 6th-Immediately Following
worship (7-8pm)
eFather’s Day celebration after Wednesday or Sunday
service (June 15 or 19)
*VBS donations due by June 22 to Kaileen
oVBS is June 27th-30th 9am-11:30a.m. (Pre
registration due by June 17th noon)
eYouth/Family Pool Party July 1
eAnnual Meeting Sunday July 17th - Following
service
eYouth Mission Trip July 24-29, Quad Cities area
oSt Paul All Leadership Meeting August 8th, 6:00pm
oSt. Paul Rally Day and God’s Work, Our Hands @
Central Park in Center Junction Sun., Sept. 11, 2022
oSt. Paul 100 year celebration January 2023

Date and time for next meeting: July 11, 2022 6:30
pm

Adjourn and Closing Prayer: Motion to adjourn at
8:24pm by Michele Countryman and second by Susan
Koppenhaver. Ayes Carry.
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First Reading: The Book of the Prophet Isaiah 66: 10-
14c The Message

The book of the prophet Isaiah was compiled over a
period of nearly 200 years and is broken into three parts. The
first was written by the prophet himself prior to the Hebrew
captivity in Babylon. The second section (chps. 40-55) was
written to the exiles as they contemplated their release from
Babylon to return home, and the third section (chps. 56-66)
concerned the new found life of the anawim in Jerusalem.

Few of us in America have been taken into exile against
our will. However, many people do move away from their
families and home-towns in order to pursue a career, be
married, serve in the armed forces, or attend school. We are a
people familiar with the longing to be elsewhere, but are
seldom reflective about it. Often, we spend a lot of resources
trying to fill that longing with things, toys, travel, and
superficial relationships. What we really long for is the
security described by the prophet in this reading.

In the eyes of those who had longed for their beloved city
and Temple, both destroyed by the Babylonians in about 587
BC, nothing could be more uplifting than Jerusalem’s
restoration. The author describes a scene as the exiles return
home of a nursing mother tenderly caressing her infant,
holding the babe in arms and providing for the child’s every
need. The author is plucking the heartstrings of everyone who
has known what it is to be away from home, to be lonely and
heartbroken, and to return once again to a mother’s loving
embrace. Perhaps you have had similar feelings when you
returned to the city of your birth or to a family or school
reunion.

According to the prophet’s vision, as the people came
back to Jerusalem in a flood of humanity pouring like a river
through the dry lands, so prosperity would flood the holy city
of Jerusalem. Once again, like a mother, Jerusalem will play
with her children and hold them close providing comfort and
nourishment. They will be a family again, united with their
heavenly “Mother” in the city of peace.

Up to this time, the Jewish leadership believed that they
alone were the chosen ones of Yahweh. In this vision, the
prophet promises that good things will come to all who look
to Jerusalem as their homeland. It was his response to the
situation that existed when the exiles returned to find
Jerusalem inhabited by foreigners and pagans. The prophet
wanted the Jews to incorporate the folks who were already
working the land and caring for their beloved city. This
message was rejected by those who grasped and wrestled for
power in the reestablished city of the 6" century BC, but it is
an image that continues to inspire the actions of many Israeli
people today.

Second Reading: St. Paul’s letter to the Christians in
Galatia (Turkey) 6:1-16 The Message

3 Live creatively, friends. If someone falls into sin,
forgivingly restore him, saving your critical comments for
yourself. You might be needing forgiveness before the day’s
out. Stoop down and reach out to those who are oppressed.
Share their burdens, and so complete Christ’s law. If you
think you are too good for that, you are badly deceived.
+5Make a careful exploration of who you are and the work
you have been given, and then sink yourself into that. Don’t
be impressed with yourself. Don’t compare yourself with
others. Each of you must take responsibility for doing the
creative best you can with your own life. ® Be very sure now,

you who have been trained to a self-sufficient maturity, that you
enter into a generous common life with those who have trained
you, sharing all the good things that you have and experience. "

Don’t be misled: No one makes a fool of God. What a person
plants, he will harvest. The person who plants selfishness,
ignoring the needs of others—ignoring God!—harvests a crop of
weeds. All he’ll have to show for his life is weeds! But the one
who plants in response to God, letting God’s Spirit do the growth
work in him, harvests a crop of real life, eternal life. #1050 let’s
not allow ourselves to get fatigued doing good. At the right time
we will harvest a good crop if we don’t give up, or quit. Right
now, therefore, every time we get the chance, let us work for the
benefit of all, startin% with the people closest to us in the
community of faith. "3 Now, in these last sentences, [ want to
emphasize in the bold scrawls of my personal handwriting the
immense importance of what I have written to you. These people
who are attempting to force the ways of circumcision on you
have only one motive: They want an easy way to look good
before others, lacking the courage to live by a faith that shares
Christ’s suffering and death. All their talk about the law is gas.
They themselves don’t keep the law! And they are highly
selective in the laws they do observe. They only want you to be
circumcised so they can boast of their success in recruiting you
to their side. That is contemptible! "*'® For my part, I am going
to boast about nothing but the Cross of our Master, Jesus Christ.
Because of that Cross, I have been crucified in relation to the
world, set free from the stifling atmosphere of pleasing others
and fitting into the little patterns that they dictate. Can’t you see
the central issue in all this? It is not what you and I do—submit
to circumcision, reject circumcision. It is what God is doing, and
he is creating something totally new, a free life! All who walk by
this standard are the true Israel of God—his chosen people.
Peace and mercy on them!

Paul packs a lot of meaning into some very concise
statements offered to the Galatians. He had evangelized this
community himself, but when he left, some Jewish converts
(Judaizers) challenged his authority by telling these new
Christians they had to be circumcised and live the fullness of the
Jewish law in order to be saved. Paul responds with this
challenging letter written from Ephesus (western Turkey) in
about 54 AD.

When the apostle Paul speaks of “boasting,” he is not touting
his own skills, education, or triumphs. Instead he boasts his
authority in something which seems absurd to the hearers of his
time: the cross of Jesus the Christ. Crucifixion was the means of
torture and execution employed in the ancient world when
dishonor was intended. The Romans used it for punishing traitors
and those who worked to overthrow their rule (insurrectionists,
like Barabbas). For a Jew, it was a sign of being cursed by God,
yet Paul held this up as the very standard for the gospel he had
preached so as to turn the world of his hearers upside down.

Paul claims Jesus’ surrender on the cross as the only way
salvation can truly come to the world. In his mind, humans have
chosen to reject the love God offers; they have chosen to act for
their own glory rather than for God’s; they have rejected the
messengers of truth and the Lord of justice, and so the cross is
the contradiction which spins people around, in one sense. Jesus
willingly gave himself over to the sinfulness of humans in order
to right the wrongs of the world through the power of the
resurrection. The fact that Jesus embraced the cross meant that
he turned his back on the folly and false promises of humans
while seeking the loving glory only God can give. The cross
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which was held in disdain by the Jews became the means of
Jesus’ glorification and honor. Jesus names the reality: If we
love, if we give ourselves to feel the pain of the world, it will
crucify us. {This ‘at-one-ment’ understanding of the
crucifixion is much more in line with a theology of incarnated
love than the one that suggests Jesus was sent to pay some
debt to an alienated God who needed to be appeased in order
to love us and creation; ‘atonement’.} Paul invited these
followers to do as Jesus had done and turn their backs on
human judgment in order to embrace their faith in the one
who sacrificed everything.

One of the primary examples of this folly, according to
Paul, was the requirement for circumcision. While
circumcision had its place in history, setting apart those who
believed in the God of Abraham, Paul believed God invited
all people to salvation through their desire to follow the path
of God’s will as revealed through Jesus, and it was time for a
new sign. He wanted the Galatians to freely reject the
requirement for circumcision if it kept them from living fully
in the Spirit of Christ. Their outward mark would be the white
garment of baptism; their commitment would be to the new
Israel, the Christian community that included Gentiles.

Lastly, Paul claims authority in the marks he bears as a
follower of Christ. In this case, he is not talking so much
about the sign of the cross made in baptism but is referring to
the whip and beating marks left on his body after being
tortured by non-believers. He challenged any of the Jews
preaching circumcision to question his faithfulness to the
Lord. Paul holds the pain endured by someone for the sake of
Jesus’ name in higher esteem than the pain endured at the
hands of the knife-wielding rabbi in the briss (circumcision)
ceremony.

Gospel: Luke 10:1-11, 16-20 The Message

12 Later the Master selected seventy and sent them ahead of
him in pairs to every town and place where he intended to go.
He gave them this charge: “What a huge harvest! And how
few the harvest hands. So on your knees; ask the God of the
Harvest to send harvest hands. * “On your way! But be
careful—this is hazardous work. You’re like lambs in a wolf
pack. *“Travel light. Comb and toothbrush and no extra
luggage. “Don’t loiter and make small talk with everyone you
meet along the way. ~® “When you enter a home, greet the
family, ‘Peace.” If your greeting is received, then it’s a good
place to stay. But if it’s not received, take it back and get out.
Don’t impose yourself. ’ “Stay at one home, taking your
meals there, for a worker deserves three square meals. Don’t
move from house to house, looking for the best cook in town.
89 «“When you enter a town and are received, eat what they set
before you, heal anyone who is sick, and tell them, ‘God’s
kingdom is right on your doorstep!” '"*'?“When you enter a
town and are not received, go out in the street and say, ‘The
only thing we got from you is the dirt on our feet, and we’re
giving it back. Did you have any idea that God’s kingdom
was right on your doorstep? '® “The one who listens to you,
listens to me. The one who rejects you, rejects me. And
rejecting me is the same as rejecting God, who sent me.”
'"The seventy came back triumP ant. “Master, even the
demons danced to your tune!” '"*?° Jesus said, “I know. I saw
Satan fall, a bolt of lightning out of the sky. See what I’ve
given you? Safe passage as you walk on snakes and
scorpions, and protection from every assault of the Enemy.

No one can put a hand on you. All the same, the great triumph
is not in your authority over evil, but in God’s authority over
you and presence with you. Not what you do for God but what
God does for you—that’s the agenda for rejoicing.”

The Jewish people were called by the prophets to be a light
to the nations. In this passage from Luke’s gospel, we hear
how Jesus emphatically professes this when he sends his
closest disciples, the members of the “new Israel” to the
seventy-two nations believed to make up the entire world. The
disciples are to carry on Jesus’ healing ministry and to
proclaim the Kingdom of God at hand; the subsequent
healings were evidence of God’s power overcoming the
physical attributes of sin. Luke’s main idea is that Jesus wants
the good news of salvation brought to every corner of the
world.

But as they go, Jesus reminds them that they will have
encounters similar to the one he just endured in the Samaritan
towns (see last week’s gospel, Lk 9:51-62). Some will not
welcome them. Some will send them away without food or
shelter. Some will even attempt to hasten their death when the
God of Jerusalem is heralded. In the culture of Jesus’ day,
people did not often venture out from their own villages and
the steadfast loving kindness of their kin. When they did, they
would walk dusty roads, often for days at a time, and relied on
the kindness of a village’s patriarch to extend hospitality to
them as strangers. The most fundamental initial gesture of
hospitality was to offer a basin and pitcher of water so a
person could wash and cool her or his feet. Jesus reminds the
disciples that if after they offer the greeting of “Shalom” to the
patriarch dust remained on their feet, it was a sure sign that
they were not accepted and they should move on without
attempting to further share the Good News. Jesus tells the
disciples in that case to go to the village square and shake the
dust off their feet in public testimony of the people’s spiritual
demise. Inhospitality is a sure sign of spiritual death.

Boasting is a common human temptation when we
experience ourselves having control over another. Like Paul’s
expression of humble boasting, Jesus reminds the disciples
that they are not to rejoice in their apparent power over evil
spirits and serpents, but rather are to recognize that it is God’s
power which flows through them. The seventy-two report that
when they preached the Kingdom of God at hand, the
hierarchy of creation as seen from the ancient perspective was
re-ordered. According to this hierarchy, the human disciples
should have been subject to the powers of the (invisible) spirit
world, including the spirits of demons, most often symbolized
as serpents. But their actions in the name of Shalom (peace)
achieved results beyond those normally expected.

Much to the disciples’ delight, the same power that allowed
Jesus to cast out demons, heal, and recognize when sins had
been forgiven was now clearly working through them as right
relationships were restored. Those whose houses they visited,
people and nations previously excluded from the Good News
of God’s Kingdom, were brought into communion through
their acceptance of the disciple’s message. Sin, understood as
an association with belief in the power of other gods or actions
of worship towards idols, was overcome through the disciple’s
witness. Jesus rejoiced with them when he declares that
because of their participation in the mission, their names are
indeed written in the divine registry or “Book of Life;” the
reward offered to the righteous in ancient Jewish literature.
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Mailing Address:

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church
103 East Cedar Street

Anamosa, 1A 52205

Return Service Requested
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Summer

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

In-Person Worship Services

Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. Traditional
Contemporary Sunday 10:00 a.m. **

Taped service is available on
YouTube, Facebook and website.

\J
** At WapsiAna Park starting July 3 time change

ALY NEWS... After weeks of prayerful discussion,
the Anamosa Lunches for Youth Board has chosen
to provide lunches during July for the Anamosa
Community’s children who may be experiencing
food insecurity following the closing of the Federal
Program on June 30.

We will again provide simple sack lunches prepared
by volunteers at the LCC, and delivered to sites
within the community, beginning on July 5®. These
sites include the LCC, Strawberry Hill Apartments,
Fawn Creek Mobile Home Park, and St. Patrick’s
School Parking area.

Volunteers to make sandwiches and pack lunches at
the LCC will be needed on Tuesday, Wednesday,
and Thursday mornings. Please contact one of St.
Paul’s ALY Board Members, Virginia Danielson,
Wilma Anderson, Ed Gerst or Sally Clapp if you
can volunteer for this project during July. A sign-up
poster will be available in the sanctuary on
Wednesday evening, and at the park during worship
on Sunday morning.

LR R o

A reminder of the St. Paul Lutheran World
Relief Projects...

Watch this space for more information about
the Personal Care and School Kits, and
announcements about the 2022 Quilt Project.
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This page was added after printing the Pulse on Wednesday. You will not find
this information in the Printed Pulse.

Annual Meeting 2022 will be held after the 10:00 A.M. Indoor Church
Service on July 17th. Notice the service and meeting will be at St.
Paul Lutheran Church.

Taking It Home

Talk about the phrase spoken by Jesus: "I have observed Satan fall like lightning from the sky.” What images
does it provoke? What do you think Jesus meant by this phrase? Do you think he was looking at fireworks when
he said this?

Have you encountered a pair of Jesus’ ‘seventy-two” at your door recently? How did you treat them? Were you
threatened by their presence and message or were you able to find common ground? Did they leave your house
convinced that you are a Christian?

Have you ever had to rely completely on the hospitality or generosity of another for your livelihood? {Here are
some examples: car broke down, parents needing a break, completely broke college student, caught red -handed
and needed mercy, children during summer break, ...}

Name a time you went out of your way to extend hospitality.
To whom have you been sent with words of hospitality, healing, and shalom?
What is the most generous action you have ever done?

Do people describe your worship community as hospitable? Recall something you have done to help someone else
feel welcome and comfortable. Can you invite someone to worship with you?

July Birthdays

Carter Kuehl 7/1 Aria Huck 7/11 Katherine Brunssen  7/28
Vic Hamre 7/3 Jim Christianson ~ 7/14 Rosemary Folken 7/29
Pat Lubben 7/3 Lori Reynolds 7/14 Alex Kenny 7/30
Donna Jones 7/3 Patricia A Heeren 7/14

Mike Bickford 7/3 MacKenzie Paulson 7/16

Barb Kleis 7/4 Jim Conley 7/22

Nora White 7/6 Dustin Paulson 7/24

Tyler Zumbach  7/7 Jaxen Tjaden 7/26 »

Allie Geltz 7/8 Jodie Ludwig 7/27

Matt Joens 7/8 Jenna Wilson 7/28 A
Brian Darrow 7/9 Marna Gaye Ketelsen g 13 »
Darrel Geltz 7/11 7/28

If your birthday was omitted from this list, we do not have the date in our records! If you
would like your birthday listed in our newsletter, please call Lois at (319) 462-4841 or
email her at stpaulanamosa@gmail.com and she would be happy to include it.



