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VBS 2021 Family Night @ the LCC was a Huge Hit! (photos & story by Kaileen Weaver)
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Beacon & “Miss Sally" aka Maddy Fischer & Laura Secrist Most of the families came out for Family Night

Wow, what a great week we had at our Outdoor VBS! On Monday we had some
wind, so we were catching tents, but the kids loved learning about Creation and how
to Arise & Shine with LOVE. On Tuesday they learned about Moses & the burning
bush and how to Arise & Shine with Faith. Wednesday, they learned about the 4
friends that "busted through the roof" to get their friend who could not walk to
Jesus! On Thursday they learned about the Lost parables and how to Arise & Shine
with Joy. Friday, we ended-up at the LCC due to weather and what a Great turn
out that was! Our kids showed their family & friends the songs & verse they
learned throughout VBS. They also got to hear the Great Bible Story of how Mary
had hope that she would see Jesus again and not in the tomb! They were on a hunt
to get all the different symbols on their map by playing games, science
experiments, made animal mask & keychain, had snacks & pizza & after their "map"
was full they were entered into a drawing to win a VBS music CD from this year!
What a great end to our week! We averaged 54 kids each day and had 22 helpers
that made this week possible! Of course, we could not have had this made possible
without the generous giving of our St Paul Community! Because of you we were able
to reach families in our community! Thank you for making this possible!

More VBS pictures on page 5
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Please Pray for the Following People
(Why people want prayers isn’t important, the prayers are!)
Ed Allaire, Leslie Schwartz, Marty Rowland,
Angie Keller; and for all facing challenges

from the corona virus and natural
disturbances.

GriefShare will meet on Tuesday
evenings at 6:00 pm in the lower level of
the CE building. If you would like to attend
please call Nancy Douglas for details at 319
-551-3358.

AA meets in the lower level of the CE
building on Tuesday evenings at 8:00 pm.

Jones County Food Bank: To donate
money, make checks payable to Jones
County Community Food Bank and
mailed to 105 Broadway Place, Anamosa
[A 52205. For appointment to drop off/
pick up call Julie at 462-4343. They are in
green beans, pork & beans, canned
tomatoes and Hamburger Helper. You may
also drop off food donations to the church
office during regular business hours or
during WD4. Please place items under the
table in the entryway. A church member
will contact Julie to make arrangements
for delivery.

To say thank you for
. being a part of this
\ special community,

YOUR LOVE SHINE!

Order your FREE PIN at LWR.ORG/
GATHER or by calling 800.597.5972.

Lutheran World Relief, 700 Light St., Baltimore, MD
21230, United States Copyright © 2021 Gather
magazine, All rights reserved. Used with permission

If you would like this year’s pin you

need to order it yourself. They are
not allowing group orders this year.
Thanks for all you do to supply
blankets to keep the world warm!
Lois

| we've created the Quilt
§ &Kit Affinity Pin as our
' special gift to you. LET

Introduction: Jesus does great deeds of power and
gives his disciples authority over demons. Yet none of
this power is unilateral; it all must be received by faith.
Jesus asks his disciples to go out without money or
supplies, so that they will be dependent on how others
receive them. When we are sent from the assembly to
witness and to heal, we are asked to be vulnerable, to
be dependent on the reception of others. The Spirit
always operates in the “between”: between Jesus and
his Abba, between Jesus and us, between you and me,
between us and those to whom we are sent.

First Reading: Writings of the Prophet Ezekiel 2:1-5 NIV

Ezekiel the prophet was sent into a difficult situation to deliver a
difficult, but life-giving message. Ezekiel was among the first group of
Israelites taken to Babylon in exile after the siege on Jerusalem by King
Nebuchadnezzar (in 597 Before the Common Era = Before Christ).
While in exile, the Israelites had grown weary of the God they thought
had forsaken them, and they were searching for the power that would
save them. They ignored the story of the Exodus and the many signs
God had worked on their behalf in the past. Yahweh had become
impotent in the minds of the younger Jews and like people in every
generation who grow tired of the religion passed on to them, they were
ready to find a god that “worked” for them. God revealed this situation
to Ezekiel in a vision and convinced him to take a message of challenge
and hope to his “rebellious” people. Ezekiel was to remind them that
despite their hard and doubting hearts, Yahweh God was still all
merciful, all powerful, and all judging. The message was supposed to
encourage conversion; in this case, moving them away from relying on
the power of the Babylonian gods and back to placing their trust in
Yahweh. This also meant recapturing the meaning and practice of
Sabbath (rest in order to worship God) which so many had abandoned
over time in order to join the Babylonian culture.

The rebellious house can simultaneously be seen in the royal family
still living in Judah. King Jehoiakim and his household rebelled against
Nebuchadnezzar when the Babylonians first laid siege to Jerusalem in
598 BCE despite the prophet Jeremiah’s urging that Yahweh was in
control. According to Jeremiah, this foreign king was an instrument of
Yahweh to bring the Israelite people low for their lack of loyalty. When
anointed in 597 BCE, the kings’ brother, Jehoiachin, refused to heed
Jeremiah’s urgings, and subsequently a year later, the Babylonians
cleared out the Temple of all its riches, tortured Jehoiachin and killed his
bloodline, took the learned leaders of the people into exile (including
Ezekiel), and left the weak vassal king Zedekiah on the throne in
Jerusalem, with the demand for regular tribute payment to Babylon. The
Israelites resented this set up and a mere ten years later, king Zedekiah
and his council attempted to sign a treaty with the Egyptians (non-
believers) to help them overthrow Babylon. This time, Nebuchadnezzar
became irate and destroyed Jerusalem and the Temple, while most of the
people fled to various regions of the Mediterranean (Rome, Africa,
modern day Turkey, Greece, Syria, etc). As these events played out, the
people of Israel quickly came to realize that both Jeremiah and Ezekiel
had been prophets in their midst. But like many other prophets who
brought difficult messages that demanded change on the part of the
powerful, they were ignored.


https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g
https://elca.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=655dd2cb6fc81a9e18e48c353&id=9b15061140&e=2dc084cc73
https://elca.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=655dd2cb6fc81a9e18e48c353&id=9b15061140&e=2dc084cc73
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The term “Son of Man” refers to Ezekiel as mortal, a human being,
in contrast to the immortal, ineffable God. He is the instrument of
God’s power (spirit/breath/wind), present and effective in the world
from the beginning of creation. Jesus uses this title for himself
throughout the synoptic gospels.

Psalm 123

Second Reading: St. Paul’s Second Letter to the Christian
Church in Corinth, Greece 12:2-10 NIV

It is difficult to adequately summarize the highly charged nature of
this letter from Paul to the Corinthians. Because Paul began this
church and lived with them for eighteen months, the people of this
community would have known Paul as an emotional, talented, highly
educated Roman citizen who was brought up under the tutelage of
Gamaliel, a revered leader of the Sanhedrin in Jerusalem. Paul was
very influential with both Jews and Gentiles because he spoke several
languages, was raised a Jewish Roman and knew the Greek culture
well, having grown up in Tarsus of Turkey. But now, after several
years of traveling, Paul’s apostleship for Christ is authenticated in the
suffering he is being asked to endure. Paul’s failures, weaknesses, and
the humiliation of insults are transformed from evils into the most
eloquent testimony of faith. Christ had blessed Paul with powerful
revelations that aided him in his missionary preaching, and just when
his success could have brought him to great self-pride, Paul is
humbled by a “thorn in the flesh,” which serves to remind him he is
vulnerable. We aren’t sure if this thorn is a recurring physical ailment,
a moral weakness or sinful desire, or an opponent of the faith who is
more persuasive than Paul. Whatever it was, Paul learns again that it
is God’s ministry to which he is called, not his own. In the end, like
Christ, Paul’s final witness to God’s power will be through his
suffering in loyalty. All of this is endured by him with an eye towards
the promised resurrection.

Gospel: Mark 6:1-6 NIV

Jesus, the prophet of God, learns the lesson of Ezekiel: the people
you know you best are often the hardest to convince. Jesus goes back
to the region of Nazareth to proclaim the Good News of God’s
Kingdom, but his words and healing actions are too much for them.
The community who knew him from infancy finds his ideas to be too
incredible. They fail to see and understand that it is God’s power, not
Jesus’ own desire to be self-inflating, that drive his actions.

Mark presents a notable twist in this passage. Up to this point in the
gospel, people around Jesus were amazed at his words and deeds.
Even here in Nazareth, the people are initially amazed at the scriptural
insight Jesus expresses in the synagogue; after all, he’s only a fechton
(worker with his hands), a lowly place in the social strata. Ironically, it
is Jesus who becomes amazed at the people’s lack of loyalty to him.
Did he really have higher expectations of them? Did he think they
would overlook the cultural expectations of him to follow in his
father’s carpenter ways and come to understand that he was the
promised Messiah, the one who would reveal the power of God’s
kingdom? Unfortunately, the people of Nazareth were prevented from
accepting this revelation about Jesus and the presence of God’s reign,
so before their faith could be jeopardized any further, Jesus went out
to other villages to share the Good News. Before leaving, he was able
to cure a few sick individuals who came to him in faith, but he was

Taped services are found on St. Paul
website, St. Paul YouTube page or St.
Paul Facebook page.

Wednesday, June 30

*  6:00pm Worship
Comm. Prep: Paula Sisler
Greeter: Serge & Paula Sisler
Reader: Paula Sisler
PowerPoint: Myra Powell

Sunday, July 4

* 10:30am Worship at Wapsiana Park
Comm Prep: Jim/Dolores Albrecht
Greeter: Tom & Sherri
Reader: Tom Sabotta

Tuesday, July 6

+ 1:30pm No Scripture study

+  6:00pm Grief Support—LL CE building
*  8:00pm AA— LL CE building

Wednesday, July 7
*+  6:00pm Worship
Comm. Prep:

Greeter: Summer Parks
Reader: Nancy Stout
PowerPoint: Myra Powell

Thursday, July 8
*  2:00-6:00 p.m. Anamosa Blood Drive
Appointment required

Sunday, July 11

* 10:30am Worship at Wapsiana Park
Comm Prep: Linda Kenny
Greeter: Curtis Weaver Family
Reader & Prayers: Paula Sisler

Summer Office Hours

Monday 8:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m.
Tuesday 8:00 a.m.—1:30 p.m.
Wednesday 8:00 a.m.— 2:00 p.m
Thursday 8:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m.
Friday Office Closed

St Paul Staff Emails and Phone Numbers

Pastor Rodney
blumlwa@gmail.com

Nancy Douglas, Treasurer
njldouglas@hotmail.com

Kaileen Weaver
cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com

Brie Wittenburg
cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com

Lois Ocenosak
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com

(319) 389-6153
(319) 551-3358
(951) 553-5728
(319) 975-8186

(319) 721-9893

Please call us if we can be of assistance. PLEASE
leave a message if we cannot answer. We will
return your call ASAP.
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not able to heal them because the divisions that existed
within the community and the resistance against him
would not allow him to return people to a community of
faith. It appears to have been a shock to Jesus to think
that who he was had become a stumbling block to
people who were his kin.

At first, it appears strange that Jesus is not referred
to as “son of Joseph” because this would be customary
at this time. A father provides a son with identity,
tradition, and a life-skill or job. In this passage, Jesus is
referred to as the son of Mary. Spiritually, we may want
to jump to the conclusion that Mark is telling us God
was Jesus’ father, but Mark does not have a nativity
story. It might make more sense when we realize that
the people were hurling insults at Jesus because they
took offense at his actions. He was a carpenter, after all.
He was not supposed to have the learning of the rabbis
or extraordinary powers. In the culture of Jesus’ day, it
was common for men to exchange insults; it was a
game of one-upmanship. Because Jesus acted in ways
unlike his father, whom they all knew, they called into
question the identity of his father, implying that he was
illegitimate. Jesus quickly ends the repartee when he
informs them that they had gone too far when they
dishonored his family.

There has been a lot of recent discussion about
whether or not Jesus’ had siblings. This passage clearly
refers to Jesus’ brothers and sisters. It does not fit with
the Roman Catholic teaching that Mary was ever-
virgin. Other Christian traditions have become
comfortable with the thought that Jesus had blood
siblings. Some biblical scholars have understood this
reference to mean Jesus’ kin, cousins, or extended
family present there in the village. This kind of
understanding can still be found in tribal nations such as
Africa. It takes a village to raise a child, and familial
relationships are defined much more generally. The
issue is really not crucial to the passage except to say
that the people insulting Jesus were incredulous because
they knew him very well and he had violated cultural
expectations.

Taking it home:

® All of us have weaknesses. Do you see your weaknesses as a place
where God’s grace and power can shine through, or do you
spend a lot of time trying to hide or overcome your
weaknesses?

® What weakness can you offer to God for His use in building the
Kingdom?
® Have you ever been amazed by a person’s lack of faith/loyalty?

What have you done in those situations? Lift up the name of
someone in prayer that s’he might gain faith.

® Recount a time you lived out your baptismal prophetic role by
attempting to remind someone of God’s presence, grace, mercy,
love. How were you received?

® With independence comes responsibility. History tends to repeat
itself. How is the United States like ancient Israel and/or
Babylon? Is there an Ezekiel among us today?

® In the tradition of a good Christian patriot: what sin(s) or
weakness can/must our country admit and confront?

Mindfulness (set aside three minutes. Breathe. Read slowly three
timt‘a’s). Which words or ideas hold energy for you? What images emerge in
you?
“I think it would be naive to think that we are not
going to experience fear. Fear is wired into our
brains, for one thing. And it can be a healthy reaction
to what is happening. Fear is a response to a sudden
change in one’s stability. It alerts us that something is
on the move — either outside of us or within us — that
we need to pay attention to. So I think we can expect
fear to surface — especially in those places where our
security needs are great, where we have attachments
to the status quo. But if we can view fear as a way of
simply providing information, then it will be a help in
negotiating our way through the tentative times
ahead. Fear can function like a bell that says, “Be
attentive! Take a look, there’s something stirring that
you need to respond to.”

Judy Cannato, Conscious Living, 2010.

Saint Paul Annual Meeting
July 18, 2021

Immediately following 10:30 a.m. service

Wapsiana Park (weather permitting)
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More VBS fun!
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Council Nominees

My name is Dean Lambertsen and | am 14 years old. | live with my
parents and three brothers on our family farm. In my free time, | enjoy
working on tractors and reading about cars.

How have you heard God’s call to serve in leadership?

| heard God’s call to leadership when attending the 2021 SE lowa ELCA
virtual synod assembly. | saw that there are many ways that you can
make a positive impact on others and our community through the church.

What does it mean to be a leader in a faith community?

To me, being a leader in a faith community means leading by example.
This is not just knowing where you are your faith journey, but helping
others find their path as well.

What gifts do you bring to service in the faith community?

Some of the gifts that | can bring to serve include being a good listener,
having initiative, and being able to think things through before making a
decision.

My name is Michele Countryman and | have been a member
of St. Paul since we moved to the area around 2001. When we
first moved into the community, we were looking for a church to
belong to and St. Paul was the friendliest and most welcoming!
Don and Dorothy Harmon took us under their wing and
sponsored us. | will be forever grateful for this. We knew it was
the place for us because of members like them. Shawn and |
have been married for 27 years in July. We have been blessed
with four beautiful boys. Alec, Eian and Gabriel (twins), and our
youngest Seth. They keep us busy! | work at the University of
lowa as the Director in the Human Subjects Office. Our
responsibility is regulatory based and is to protect those
individuals that volunteer to participate in research. In my free
time, you will likely find me outdoors. Most likely with Shawn
either running or biking somewhere in Eastern lowa. | have
waved to many of you as we run through Wapsi Park!

| have been serving as the Executive Secretary for the St. Paul
Council since 2019. Prior to this role, | chaperoned trips to
Adventureland with St. Paul youth and have often filled in when
a WD4 teacher is needed. | have been fortunate to get to know
more about St. Paul administrative aspects in serving as the
Executive Secretary. | have also gotten to know Pastor Rodney
and the current council members during this time. Thisis a
great group of dedicated members serving the St. Paul
congregation. Now that Seth is the only one still at home, | can
offer more to St. Paul. | feel as though this is where my time
and talent can be the best way to support our congregation. |
would be honored to represent you as a council member.
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Dustin Paulson Autobiography, in 100 words or less (or maybe 2 /2
times that) I grew up south of Muscatine, 1A, near Letts on a lonely
gravel road named Jasper Avenue. [ went on to graduate from
Muscatine High School- missing out on being valedictorian by a
small margin in my mind, a wider margin by school transcript
standards.

I went on to Iowa State University to major in Plant Health and
Protection with a minor in Agronomy. It was as a freshman [ met a
lovely young lady named MacKenzie Neal. She was valedictorian of
her high school class. We almost had something in common there.

I went on to graduate (Yes, I actually did!) from Iowa State, and lived
in Ames for another 4 years while MacKenzie worked on her
veterinary degree. I worked for a seed company in Story City and
upon her graduation we moved to Anamosa. [ was a district rep for
that same seed company before moving on to work at Welter Seed.
I’'m not the CEO yet, but I'm sure the Welter family will ask me any
day now. MacKenzie went to work at the Anamosa Vet Clinic as a
mixed animal vet.

We got married and had 2 children, Bentley and Hayley. Bentley was
baptized in Muscatine at the church I grew up in, but when it came to

Hayley, we decided to stay local. Pastor Catherine agreed to baptize
Hayley, but mentioned it would be nice if we continue to attend St.
Paul. We agreed, and have been to church with perfect attendance
ever since....

How Have You Heard God’s Call to Serve in Leadership? After
the baptism of Hayley, I was blown away about how welcoming
everybody was. As an outsider to the community, it was refreshing
how people embraced us being a part of the church community. When
it comes to church, worship isn’t the only part that is important. A
welcoming sense of community is critical. On the church council I
would like to continue to foster that.

What Does It Mean to be a Leader in the Faith Community? To
me it means to be approachable, compassionate, and empathetic to
others. None of us are infallible. Human nature in itself is a very
complicated thing. You don’t have to think of yourself as a good
leader to be a good leader. Often times a good leader needs to realize
when to step up and when to step back. A good leader doesn’t earn
that title when times are good necessarily, its when adversity hits hard
that a good leader really asserts its value.

What Gifts Do You Bring to Service in the Faith Community?
Clearly it would be my immense amount of charm and
handsomeness... I am typically easy to work with and have the
ability to look at issues from multiple angles.

~ImpactLife

Changing The World Together

BLOODCENTER.ORG

Formerly known as
Mississippi Valley Regional Blood Center

You're invited to the Anhamosa
Community Summer Blood Drive!

As a blood donor you can be that
ray of hope to patients in need
this summer. When the summer
arrives and blood donations tend to
go down, it is your donation that will
be there right when patients need it.
When the next crisis hits, it is today’s
donations that will save the day!

Anamosa Community Blood Drive
Sponsored by F&M Bank and AHS
National Honor Society

Thursday, July 8"

2:00 pm - 6:00 pm

St. Paul Lutheran Church

As our special summer THANK
YOU for donating during this
critical period, all donors will
earn:

e A $10 gift card to your choice
of Amazon, Target, Walmart,
Lowe’s, Dunkin’ Donuts, or
Starbucks!

e TRIPLE POINTS in our Donor

Loyalty Store (redeem points for
cool ImpactLife swag!)

MASKS AND APPOINTMENTS ARE
REQUIRED. Click here to sign up
online or contact Melissa Kane
at mkane@anamosa.kl12.ia.us or
Trevor Hulett

at thulett@fmbank.biz

Thank you for changing the world
with us!

*Note: There is no deferral period for
the COVID-19 vaccine. If you have
been diagnosed with and recovered
from COVID-19, you will be eligible to
donate whole blood again after you
have been symptom free for 28

days. Contact mdee@mvrbc.org for
more information.



https://login.bloodcenter.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/90188
mailto:mkane@anamosa.k12.ia.us
mailto:thulett@fmbank.biz
mailto:mdee@mvrbc.org
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St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church
103 East Cedar Street
Anamosa, 1A 52205

Return Service Requested

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

In-Person Worship Services

Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m.
*Blended Service at 10:30 a.m. Sunday

Covid protocols for indoor services

Taped service is available on
YouTube, Facebook and website.

* At Wapsiana park through the summer.
Inside if you get an email due to weather.

St Paul Welcomes RAGBRAI Riders

We are pleased to announce that St. Paul will be hosting a meal and providing hospitality to the bicyclists on July 29.
The meal will be in carry-out form.

There are many opportunities for helping. This is a great way for St. Paul members to come together and make new
friends in the kitchen! Proceeds from the meal will be used to support Free Indeed Prison Ministry.

Here are some ways you can help:
July 12 and 13 (8:30 a.m. —4:00 p.m.)  Prepare pies for the freezer.

July 28 or July 29 morning Bake pre-made frozen pies in your home.
July 28 or July 29 morning Prepare and bake your own pies at home. (Only fruit pies, please)
July 25, 26 (Turkeys will be cooked early in the morning each day).
Debone turkeys 10:00 a.m.
July 28 (8:30 a.m.) Set up and make preparations
July 29 (7:00 a.m.) Prepare turkey dressing
July 29 (8:30 a.m.) Wash apples, fill lunch bags with fork, napkin, chips
July 29 (7:30 a.m.) Set up canopy-tent for the ordering area. Set up tables & chairs in parking lot.

Shifts during the day will be (10 a.m. -3 p.m.) or (3 p.m. -8 p.m) Those jobs include, teller, taking and distributing
orders, cutting pies, preparing food orders, distributing water bottles, runners.
Clean-up (8:00 p.m.)

If you are able to assist, please call the church office (319) 462-4841 or Nancy Stout (319) 462-4055 or (319) 480-1336.
Thank you for your assistance with this outreach project.



