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July 10, 2022

5th Sunday Pentecost

Mailing/Offices: 103 E. Cedar Street, Anamosa IA 52205 Website: www.stpaulanamosa.com

Fax: (319) 462-4843

The Pulse deadline is noon on Monday for the upcoming Wednesday/Sunday Pulse.

Introduction: To love the Lord your God
with all your heart, soul, strength, and
mind is to reflect God’s mercy in
responding to one’s neighbor. That mercy
found its most profound expression in the
“gospel that has come to you”—namely the
life, death, and resurrection of Jesus
Christ. That gospel mercy comes to us
again today: at the font, at the table, and
from the pulpit. It is very near to you.

Fellowship & Fun: Are you retired and
looking for an afternoon of fellowship
and fun? Please join us for games on the
4th Thursday of the month in the
Fellowship Hall. We will provide the
cards and dominoes. All you need to
bring is a beverage and a snack to share.
Our first game afternoon will be July
28th. We’re looking forward to a fun
afternoon! Watch for start time next week
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Reading I: The Book of Deuteronomy 30:8-14 The
Message

The Book of Deuteronomy was originally presented to the
Hebrew people by their elders while they were under
Babylonian captivity. The book claims to contain the words of
Moses addressed to the chosen people just before they entered
the land of Canaan at the end of their 40-year exodus. The
name of the book means “second law” and in it Moses
proclaims the laws given by God at Mount Sinai. {The first
edition of the law is contained in Exodus and Leviticus.}
Moses offers motivation to the people for keeping God’s law;
in his day (1200°s B.C.), it was to help those who had been
freed from slavery and exile in Egypt to regain the Promised
Land. In the day of this book’s writing, it was to encourage
those who had been in the Babylonian exile for forty years to
keep the laws of Yahweh so the people would be freed to
return to Jerusalem (it was about 600 years after Moses).
Moses was regarded by the people as the greatest leader and
his words still held sway.

Because the people in exile do not have the Temple,
Jerusalem: the city of their God, the priests to mediate the
Sabbath ritual worship, nor a king to explain God’s will,
available to them, they are caught up in the throes of chaos.
They wonder who they are and whose they are. In today’s
passage, Moses reminds Israel that God’s commandments (or
WORDs) are in their hearts. If they observe them faithfully,
they will know the new life promised to them. But keeping the
law involves more than simply adhering to a set of rules.
Faithfulness enables the people to turn to God “with all your
heart and all your soul.” This complete return to Yahweh was
necessary because some of the people were tempted to worship
the gods of Babylon or take on the traits of the dominant
society. Only a relationship of total dedication to the God of
Israel would bring them the freedom they sought.

The Israelites understood God to be totally other and
totally separate, and they were getting in trouble because they
desired a powerful God they could see and touch. While in the
Sinai desert, they had created a golden calf because of this
desire. But it was not YHWH God, and Moses reminded them
that they didn’t need material representations of God. Even
without a statue or church, the law of God’s commands can be
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Please Pray for the Following
(Why people want prayers isn’t important, the prayers are!)
We pray for return of strength for all those
recovering from illness, for peace in our
nation and world, for those seeking a safe

home. To add a name call or email Lois at 462-4841/
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com. Names will be listed for 4
weeks and may be renewed.

July 17th Readings:

Gen 18:1-10a
Ps 15
Col 1:15-28

Luke 10:38-42

GriefShare is available upon request.
Please contact Nancy Douglas if interested
319-551-3358.

AA meets in the lower level of the CE
building on Tuesday evenings at 7:00 pm.

Jones County Food Bank: To donate
money, checks should be written to Jones
County Community Food Bank and mailed
to 105 Broadway Place, Anamosa IA
52205. Items needed this week: green
beans, pork & beans, canned tomatoes,
Hamburger Helper and personal care

items. Please place items in the back of
the church for collection by St. Paul
volunteers OR call the Food Bank to
make your own delivery arraignments
(462-4343)
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Bread Bakers:
July: Marilyn Lambertsen
August: Brian & Michelle Lubben

Deliver Food to Food Bank:
July: Barb Kleis
August: Ralph & Sandy Andresen

known and kept; they are not overly burdensome or difficult because
they are practical, rooted in love, and written on the heart of God’s
community. They are not a distant reality that must be sought in the
heavens; rather, these divine expressions are a part of the cycle of life
and the way of creation. Moses is reminding them that the wisdom/law
of God resides within their communal heart, and if they listen, they
will know God’s will.

This final thought seems to emphasize two ideas embedded in our
Christian tradition: a) God’s Truth is in a person’s informed
conscience; b) communal dialogue with all voices represented offers
the best potential to know God’s will.

Second Reading: The Letter to the Christians in Colossae (western
Turkey) 1:1-14 The Message

This writing in Paul’s name presents a development in theology
regarding Jesus’ identity and the role he played for human kind, which
is helpful for us as we consider Jesus our eternal leader and savior. The
very mention of God’s beloved Son inspires the author to launch into a
hymn that proclaims the invisible, ineffable, indescribable God visible
through Christ. According to the author, Christ has been with God
always, and through Him, the world was created. In essence, the Christ
co-created with God, and because He interacted with us, we are co-
creators today through God’s Spirit.

The author implies a fundamental Christian belief that God was
revealed to the world in Jesus, and this belief is linked to the idea of
salvation through the cross. The fullness of God dwelt in Jesus, who
was both divine and human. Because Jesus was both human and
divine, he bridged the gap between God and humanity, despite our
inclination to turn away. In Jesus, God becomes intimate again; the
fullness of Truth/Love was joined with the deepest human longings.
Through his ability to overcome the temptations Adam had succumbed
to (be like gods, listen to the voices of the world, satisfy one’s desires,
blame another), and his self-sacrificing death, Jesus offered us a loving
way to be restored to a right relationship with God. By living in the
light of Jesus the Christ we remain in that right relationship, which is
by definition, salvation. Jesus reverses the consequences of Adam’s sin
(separation, death, disobedience, locked gates to paradise) with his
obedience and subsequently re-created the world order by re-opening
the gates to paradise. When we gather in Jesus’ name, we are with him
“today” in Paradise. We have what we need to be freed from the
powers that lead us to sin.

Epaphras, mentioned in the letter, was a believer in Christ who
served with the apostle Paul who referred to him as a “fellow servant,”
“faithful minister,” and “servant of Christ Jesus” (Colossians 1:7;
4:12). Epaphras was a Gentile from Colossae in Asia Minor, since his
name appears in the letter to the church there and Paul says that he “is
one of you” (Colossians 4:12). According to Paul, writing during his
first Roman imprisonment, Epaphras was the one who shared the
gospel with the Colossians and possibly started the church there: Paul
speaks of “the day you heard [the gospel]” and reminds them that “you
learned it from Epaphras.” Epaphras traveled to Rome to visit Paul,
informing Paul about the Colossians’ “love in the Spirit” (Colossians
1:8). In his letter, Paul told the Colossians about how Epaphras cared
deeply for their spiritual growth and maturity. Epaphras had committed
to praying for the Colossians, “always wrestling in prayer for
[them]” (Colossians 4:12). Epaphras desired for the Colossian
Christians to stand firm in their faith and become mature. Paul gave
testimony that Epaphras was working hard for the church in Colossae.


https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g
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Gospel: Luke 10:25-37 The Message

This parable is incredibly shocking for Jesus’ hearers on a
number of different levels. First of all, the idea that a Samaritan was
the hero of the story violated all sensibility. Remember the gospel
from two weeks ago when Jesus encountered the inhospitality of the
Samaritans as he passed through their town? They sent him away
tired, hungry, and despised because he intended to worship God in
the Temple in Jerusalem, the symbol of their division. Now, a short
time later, he uses one of those people as the role model for living
out the Kingdom of God! He holds up a Samaritan as a true disciple
of the gospel {Good News}; a true companion of empowerment.

Second, the actions of the Samaritan are incredibly brave; like
Christ, he risks everything for someone whose only relationship to
him is being a fellow human. He placed himself in harm’s way by
reaching out to a person he didn’t know while the robbers could still
have been about. The victim had been stripped and beaten; his
ethnicity and status was removed from recognition. Under the Law,
there was no hold on him to perform an act of kindness to anyone
but kin. But because the Samaritan was moved by compassion (in
Hebrew, a word resembling womb, a deep sense of empathy or life-
giving energy) he does what the expected Hebrew heroes failed to
do; he tends to the victim’s wounds then takes the man on his own
beast of burden to a place where the victim’s care can continue at
his own expense. The Samaritan takes responsibility for the
stranger’s life. Under the law, if this victim died, his family could
have accused him of the robbery and demanded his life as
recompense! But even this possibility does not stop him. In addition,
if the unknown victim was Hebrew, the Samaritan was going to
make him “unclean” by pouring his oil on the wounds. He was
risking the hateful wrath of a recovered victim who awakens to
realize he has been made unclean. More than likely, the priest and
Levite passed by for similar reasons. According to the ancient law,
contact with blood or a dead body rendered one impure, a situation
that had to be countered with various ritual bathings that could only
be performed on certain days in Jerusalem. They would have had to
turn around and go back to the Temple area. It could have been a
source of shame with their peers and they wouldn’t have been able
to perform their ministerial functions resulting in loss of income,
disruption of order, etc.... The scribe with whom Jesus was
conversing when he told this story would have been concerned
about these external rules that he understood to be the outward signs
of a righteous life. His query of Jesus was not necessarily filled with
bad intent; religious leaders tested each other in public debate all the
time. He may have been genuinely curious to know what this
Kingdom Jesus preached actually looked like, and the concept of
“eternal life” was a hotly debated issue among the Pharisees and
scribes.

In this culture where acts of kindness were normally repayments
for previous acts of kindness, or done to gain advantage, mercy was
rarer because it was not motivated by indebtedness but by pure
generosity. Mercy is truly a divine attribute. Unlike those Jews who
were overly concerned with the external trappings of their religious
life, it was the law of love written on the Samaritan’s heart by
{RUACH} Holy Spirit that compelled him to act mercifully.

Third, Jesus turns the lawyer’s honor-challenging question on its
head. The lawyer asks, “And who is my neighbor?” because the
Law of Moses said that one must love the Lord your God with all

Taped services are found on St. Paul
website, St. Paul YouTube page or St.
Paul Facebook page.

Wednesday, July 6
*  6:00pm Service
Greeters: Dorothy Wood
Reader & Prayers: Nancy Stout
PowerPoint: Darcie Tenley
7:00pm Mission Trip Meeting
Thursday, July 7
2:00 pm Blood Drive

Sunday, July 10

* 10:00am Service at WapsiAna Park
Comm Prep: Linda Kenny
Greeters: Fred Austin Family
Reader: Brynn Austin
Prayers: Paula Sisler

Monday, July 11
*  6:30pm Council Meeting

Tuesday, July 12

*  1:30pm Scripture study

*  Grief Support by request, call Nancy Douglas
*  7:00pm AA— LL CE building

Wednesday, July 13

*  6:00pm
Greeters: Marge Bohlken
Reader & Prayers: Polly Chalstrom
PowerPoint: Darcie Tenley

Sunday, July 17

* 10:00am Service at ST PAUL CHURCH
Comm Prep: Barb Wilson
Greeters: Curtis Weaver family
Reader & Prayers: Kaileen Weaver

Annual Meeting after Service at church.

St Paul Staff Emails & Phone Numbers

Pastor Rodney blumlwa@gmail.com
(319) 389-6153

Nancy Douglas, Treasurer
njldouglas@hotmail.com
(319) 551-3358

Kaileen Weaver
cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com
(951) 553-5728

Lois Ocenosak stpaulanamosa@gmail.com

(319) 721-9893

Please call us if we can be of assistance.

PLEASE leave a message if we cannot

answer. We will return your call ASAP.
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your heart, soul, mind and strength, and your neighbor as
yourself. The law was applied to “neighbor” as kin or
family, and the Jews traditionally interpreted that to
mean “other Jews.” After all, gentiles were worshippers
of false idols and Samaritans were the impure fruit of
mixed bloodlines; according to the Jews, both were unfit
for the reign of God and certainly would not receive
God’s gift of eternal life. But Luke has Jesus turn the
question around when he asks the lawyer at the end of
the story, “And who was neighbor to the robber’s
victim?”’ It is subtle, but Jesus turns the focus from the
person who receives the kindness (the neighbor) to the
person who offers the kindness. This latter person, he
indicates, is being neighborly; he is already living eternal
life. Who receives the kindness is of little matter. Like
the people in last week’s gospel who welcomed in the
bringers of Shalom, the Samaritan’s hospitality showed
the closeness of God’s Kingdom. This was an important
lesson for the early Church as they struggled to make
disciples of Gentiles and to bring reconciliation among
groups of alienated people.

Jesus’ final instruction is to “Go and do likewise.”
The “holy and righteous ones” were being told to imitate
the actions of someone they despised, a bitter pill to
swallow. As disciples, we are to see the needs of others,
no matter who they are, and respond with mercy! Living
eternal life is that simple, and that profound.

As a council, we have budgeted our
expenses to require $5,732.66 to operate
our church. Thru June 30th, YTD our
giving is running at $4,389.46 per week =
$1,343 deficit per week.

Giving
Week 49: Jun 5" — Jun 11" $3,407
Week 50: Jun 12" — Jun 18" $2,557
Week 51: Jun 19" — Jun 25" $2.602
Week 52: Jun 26" — Jul 2™ $2,211

Ukrainian Relief Check was sent for the
amount of $1,413

Taking it home

e When we feel abandoned, confused, or in crisis, it is
common for humans to look for “a remedy god.”
What gods have you placed in your life when faced
with a desert time of struggle or loneliness? Is Jesus
calling you to give your heart back to Abba God?

e Read the gospel story and make yourself the victim
while replacing Samaritan with Lutheran, Caucasian
Evangelical, Mormon Missionary, woman, member
of the other political party, African, teenager,
Mexican, Rap per, or Muslim. Take note of how you
feel. Share your thoughts with someone you trust. Is
it “just too much” for you to take?

e Put the law of wisdom written by God in your heart &
soul into a simple sentence {Ex. I give you life with
me; Eternal Life has cycles; be still and know [ am
God}. Post it on the front of your computer or
refrigerator.

e TEENS and Parents: Write down the three main
principles that undergird your life’s law. What
principles most often guide your decisions? {Ex.: to
feel high; to look good; to be kind; to smile; to
accumulate things; to heck with others; simplicity;
gentleness; eternal hope; eye for an eye; sue their
___, generosity, to be healthy.... }

e Name three people who influence you most and what
principles you believe they live by. Compare your
lists.

e Now look at your principles through Jesus’s eyes. Who
would benefit if you changed a few things? Do you
love them enough to change?

¢ The next time it rains, find a mud puddle and make a
foot print. Let the mud squish between your toes.
Share the first memory that surfaces. (If it doesn’t
rain by Saturday, make your own puddle!)
Recognize that you are unique and loved.

Mindfulness (set aside three minutes. Breathe. Read slowly

three times. Which words or ideas hold energy for you? What images
emerge in you?)

“Ong lifg runs through gverything. The oak, the ¢lm,
theg ash, my own body, the dovg, the dog, the ox — all
arg ergaturgs of ong life. Rooted in this knowlegdge, |
liveg cargfully and consciously. | blgss all ergatures
and all ¢lements of this garth. [ walk humbly and in
friendship with all that livgs. | opgn my heart to the
teachings of all of life. | Igarn from water, from soil,
from budding growth. | Igarn from harvegst, from
deeling, and from dgecay. | gmbracg the cyclegs of the
living world. | takeg my placg on the whegl of life. |
Igad and [ follow. | partngr and am partnered. |
accegpt the graceg and companionship of all with

whom [ sharg this garth. | blgss the unity of life.”
Julia Cameron
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In 2023 St Paul will celebrate it’s 100th Anniversary! The Anniversary
Committee has been working hard collecting and planning for our year-long celebration. Time is
drawing near and we still need YOUR help. Did you know as of July 1 there are only 184 days left
until January 1, 2023? There is a lot of planning and work yet to be done.

Things we still need:

e Wedding Photos of anyone married at St. Paul.

o Photos of interest at St. Paul Activities.

e Several People to plan and carry out 4-6 activities of celebration during the year. Activity possibilities: If this
symbol appears after the event we have a leader! & Can we get volunteers for all six &&?

Game night (January/February)

Kickball/volley ball at WapsiAna Park (March/April)

Block Party (May/June) &

Meal w/program (August, anniversary month) &

Ice cream, pie social (September/October)

¢ Caroling (November/December)

* & & o o

Call Lois at 319-462-4841 to let her
know which activity you would like
to plan and to help choose the date

e For the 2023 Church Directory (see details below) for our calendar.
+Family Photos
+Family Paragraphs
2023 Directory

We will be compiling the new parish directory ourselves. I am looking for anyone with H.S. Yearbook experience, no
matter how long ago to help with the directory. Directory helpers will help take photos of church members, work in
Publisher to layout and organize photos, family paragraphs, additional photos of life at St. Paul, and many other
contributions. PowerPoint experience needed also. If you have the skills to help out in any of these areas please call
the office.

EVERYONE can help by choosing to:

¢ Send in a jpeg formatted photo of your family OR

¢ Make an appointment with Lois (or other parish photographer) to have your families photo taken after a
Wednesday or Sunday service or other convenient time. OR

¢ You get permission from your professional photography session to use their image in our directory.

A sample of the directory is below. (Only the information you approve will be published)

Ed & Jan Allaire (319) 462-4223
17982 E 23 County Home Road s .
Monticello, IA 52310 (email if provided)

Ed & Jan Allaire: Jan started coming to St. Paul between 1959 and 1960. | was going into 3" grade.
| went to church, Sunday School and VBS. In 1965 | was confirmed by Pastor Beener. In the 1980’s |
did VBS for a few years. | help out when ever asked. On May 31, 1997 | married Ed Allaire and . . .

Lois Ocenosak (319) 721-9893
1610 James Drive stpaulanamosa@gmail.com (work)
Marion, 1A 52302

singzalot76@aol.com (home)

Lois Ocenosak joined St. Paul Lutheran Church on June 2, 2019. She was hired as St. Paul church
secretary on August 13, 2018. Since then, she has participated as a H.S. teacher for WD4,
volunteered as reader, . . .
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Council Nominee: Scott Chrisman

I have lived in Towa all my life. I grew up in the Center Point area
and graduated from Mount Mercy College. I live in Springville with my
wife Sara and sons Grant and Luke. I enjoy movies, coaching youth
sports, and spending time with my family.

An exciting part of faith is receiving new insight about passages or
ideas we have heard throughout our lifetime. Having new connections
made that we did not understand before though we were familiar with
the passage. Faith is always evolving and I enjoy having those new
aspects revealed in time.

If I had to pick a beatitude that I identify with, I would say:
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be filled.

In our search for, and walk with God, trying to do the right thing is
not always easy, but He supports us and He will provide us with what
we need whenever we seek Him. We should deal justly and respectfully
with others while striving for righteousness as best we can. While we
often fall short in our frail humanity, we will be filled with
righteousness through God's help.

The importance of leadership is that it helps to craft a direction in
which we are headed. It also discerns what is working well and what
might need to be changed, supporting things that are good and
recalibrating those things that need adjustment. It keeps us focused on
goals and reminds us of the ideals we strive for.

My gifts for leadership are generating and understanding big picture
strategic ideas, providing thoughtful analysis, and the ability to
understand and communicate things from a variety of perspectives.



Annual Meeting 2022
will be held after the
10:00 A.M. Indoor

Church Service on July
17th.

Notice the service and
meeting will be at St.
Paul Lutheran Church.

FY2022 Annual Meeting Agenda
July 17, 2022

Call to Order

Devotions

Jason Geltz

Pastor Rodney Bluml
Minutes from last Annual Meeting Michele Countryman
President’s Report Jason Geltz
Treasurer’s Report
Staff Report

Youth/Family Ministries

Nancy Lyon Douglas

Kaileen Weaver

Committee Reports submitted in the Annual Report Packet
Old/New Business

Ballot and Election of Candidates Jason Geltz

Church Council

Memorial Trust Committee
Nominating Committee
Audit Committee

2022 Synod Assembly

Discussion and Approval of FY 2022-23 Budget Guideline
Nancy Douglas

e  Updates to Memorial Trust Resolution—Dan Rickels
Closing Prayer Pastor Rodney Bluml

Adjournment
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Council Nominee: Fred Austin

1. My name is Fred Austin and I have been a member of St.
Paul since 2013 with my wife, Lindsey. We have 3 kids, Brynn,
Morgan and Gavin.

2. I was not very active in church in my 20s and 30s even
though I was baptized as a baby. In my 40s, I started attending
church at Eastview Christian Church. At that time [ made the
decision to be committed to God and was baptized again as an
adult. That baptism was the beginning of my religious journey
and was very meaningful to me. My mom also had a strong
influence of getting me to go back to church. She was persistent
in a good way and I’m very thankful she didn’t give up

3. “Blessed are the poor in spirit for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.” This beatitude speaks to me because I have felt empty
and was able to find guidance from the church and from pastors.
My life feels more complete but there is always room for
improvement.

4. I think we all need to find our niche and participate at St. Paul
in a way one feels comfortable. I want to see my generation and
younger people participate more and take an active role.

5. A leader needs to be able to say what others may not want to
say. [ am able to do that effectively. I am also able to listen to
other points of view and separate the emotional part from the
practical part. I have a get it done attitude when taking on
projects.
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Mailing Address:

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church
103 East Cedar Street

Anamosa, 1A 52205

Return Service Requested

Summer
WORSHIP SCHEDULE

In-Person Worship Services

Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. Traditional
Contemporary Sunday 10:00 a.m. **

Taped service is available on
YouTube, Facebook and website.

** At WapsiAna Park =
July 17 will be at the church.

Lutheran World Relief Update...

Our St. Paul Family has been generous supporters for the 70 years
that Lutheran World Relief has been working in our world to
provide aid to people in need. Again this month we’ve seen an
outpouring of donations as we began collecting the items to fill
Personal Care Kits. And, yes, we are still accepting those
donations, looking ahead to the LWR shipment in October.

But with the start of school on the horizon — oh, what a surprise! —
the lists will soon be posted and the sales of school supplies will
begin. Lutheran World Relief School Kits will be created and will |
also ship in October. Because the need is again overwhelming,
your LWR School Kit team has a goal of filling 125 school bags
this year as our St. Paul Family effort.
Both of the Kit supply drives are supplemented by financial grants
from Thrivent.
The following is the list of School Kit items needed this year.

Go St. Paul Family!

70-sheet Spiral Notebooks #2 Pencils, unsharpened
12 in./30 cm. Rulers Ball Point Pens, black or blue ink, no gel
Pencil Sharpeners 2-1/2" Erasers




