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LUTHERAN CHURCH

ANAMOSA, IOWA

CREATIVELY CONNECT « INTENTIONALLY GROW - JOYFULLY SERVE

July 11, 2021 7th Sunday of Pentecost

Mailing/Offices: 103 E. Cedar Street, Anamosa IA 52205 Website: www.stpaulanamosa.com Fax: (319) 462-4843

Please Pray for the Following People
(Why people want prayers isn’t important, the prayers are!)
Ed Allaire, Leslie Schwartz, Marty Rowland,
Angie Keller; and for all facing challenges

from the corona virus and natural
disturbances.

GriefShare will meet on Tuesday
evenings at 6:00 pm in the lower level of
the CE building. If you would like to attend
please call Nancy Douglas for details at
319-551-3358.

AA meets in the lower level of the CE
building on Tuesday evenings at 8:00 pm.

Jones County Food Bank: To donate
money, make checks payable to Jones
County Community Food Bank and
mailed to 105 Broadway Place, Anamosa
[A 52205. For appointment to drop off/
pick up call Julie at 462-4343. They are in
canned vegetables, canned fruits, beef
stew, and Mac & Cheese. You may also
drop off food donations to the church
office during regular business hours.
Please place items under the table in the
entryway. A church member will contact
Julie to make arrangements for delivery.
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Saint Paul Annual Meeting
July 18, 2021
Immediately following
10:30 a.m. service

Wapsiana Park (weather permitting)
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Introduction: When Amos reports his vision of God
judging Israel for its mistreatment of the poor, he
becomes a threat to the power of the priests and the
king. John the Baptist also speaks truth to power, and
Herod has him killed. In Herod’s fear that Jesus is John
returned from the dead, we may hear hope for the
oppressed: all the prophets killed through the ages are
alive in Jesus. We are called to witness to justice in
company with them, and to proclaim God’s saving love.

First Reading: Amos 7:7-15 NIV
This is the second week in a row we hear about the woes

and perils experienced by those who are called to be prophets, the
mouthpieces of the divine. Last week, Ezekiel and Jesus were sent
to their own people with sobering words, and both were rejected.
This week, Amos and the Apostles encounter similar situations.

This exchange between Amaziah, a Jewish priest in Bethel,
and Amos is dated to about 760 BCE. Bethel (which means
“house of God”) was the site of an ancient altar and sanctuary in
the northern kingdom of Israel (north of Jerusalem). Many people
traveled there to make sacrifice and offer worship. Amos from
Tekoa, a minor prophet, used the opportunity to be in Bethel in
order to prophesy about the coming destruction of the northern
kingdom due to the behavior of corrupt people living there.
According to his God-inspired visions, the marketplace had been
set up to unjustly benefit the wealthy; the defenseless poor were
cheated; land was stolen from the peasants by thugs and family
corporations; and natural resources were amassed by the wealthy
for sensual pleasure. Amos predicted the future takeover by the
Assyrians because of the people’s lack of compassion and justice.
Of course, Amos was met with disdain and told to leave the
country and return to his native Judea (south of Jerusalem), but
not before Amaziah tried to discount him by claiming that Amos
was no different than the others who prophesied for personal
profit.

Amos responds to this attack on his honor by pointing out
that he came from humble beginnings and responded only to the
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call of the Lord. He was not hired by a wealthy family and did
not enjoy “professional prophet” standing among the
leadership, and his motives are not for personal gain; if they
were, why would he choose to proclaim such an unpopular
message?

Second Reading: The letter to the early Christian community
in Ephesus/modern Turkey 1:3-14 NIV

The author of this letter, writing in the latter part of the first
century, borrows most of his content from the earlier letter to
the Colossians. Both letters stand in the tradition of Paul. It is in
Ephesians that we hear the Church first referred to as “one,
holy, catholic, and apostolic” in order to inspire unity among
the various Christian communities throughout the
Mediterranean region.

The reading today begins to explain how the Church is the
tulfillment of God’s plan. In the author’s mind, there is no
distinction between the action of Holy Spirit in the world and
the structure referred to as “Church.” The hymn, spoken in this
proclamation, could very well have been a part of the first
baptismal rituals of the Christian community. It recounts in
lofty and eloquent phrases, the purpose and effects of baptism.

If we pay attention, we see in the first few lines that baptism
is our response to God who has chosen us from the beginning
of time to be saved (without blemish and holy). God desires to
be one with us and in the action of baptism, this relationship is
given a public character; it overcomes the separation and dis-
order of original sin and re-orders the baptized person towards
God within the believing community. Jesus’ life, death, and
resurrection, as well as the ongoing creative actions of Holy
Spirit, serve as testimony to God’s love and grace for us.

The last two paragraphs use the pronouns “we” and “you”
referring to the Jews and the Gentiles, respectively. The author,
writing in the persona of Paul, claims the Jewish tradition and
their unique role as the Chosen People for the glory of God. The
Jews were the first to hope in a Christ, and some of them were
the first to trust in Jesus of Nazareth as the Christ. Now,
according to the author, the Gentiles have also heard the gospel
(good news) of Christ, been given the gift of Holy Spirit, and
been claimed as possessions of God through baptism in faith.
These things too are for the eternal glory of God and make all
people heirs to heaven with the Jews.

Gospel: Mark 6:14-29
It doesn’t seem as though Jesus’ disciples have been with him

long enough to fully realize the power of God that has been

Wednesday, July 7
*  6:00pm Worship
Comm. Prep:

Greeter: Summer Parks
Reader: Nancy Stout
PowerPoint: Myra Powell

Thursday, July 8
*  2:00-6:00 p.m. Anamosa Blood Drive
Appointment required

Sunday, July 11

* 10:30am Worship at Wapsiana Park
Comm Prep: Linda Kenny
Greeter: Curtis Weaver Family
Reader & Prayers: Paula Sisler

Monday, July 12
*  6:30pm Council Meeting

Tuesday, July 13

+ 1:30pm No Scripture study

+  6:00pm Grief Support—LL CE building
*  8:00pm AA— LL CE building

Wednesday, July 14

*+  6:00pm Worship
Comm. Prep:
Greeter: Darla Algoe
Reader: Darla Algoe
PowerPoint: Darcie Tenley

Thursday, July 15
3:00pm -HACAP Distribution
Sunday, July 18

+ 10:30am Worship at Wapsiana Park
Comm Prep: Ed & Susan
Greeter: Curtis Ed & Susan
Reader: Shawna Giegerich

Summer Office Hours

Monday 8:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m.
Tuesday 8:00 a.m.—1:30 p.m.
Wednesday 8:00 a.m.— 2:00 p.m
Thursday 8:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m.
Friday Office Closed

St Paul Staff Emails and Phone Numbers

Pastor Rodney
blumlwa@gmail.com

Nancy Douglas, Treasurer
njldouglas@hotmail.com

Kaileen Weaver
cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com

Lois Ocenosak
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com

leave a message if we cannot answer. We will
return your call ASAP.

(319) 389-6153
(319) 551-3358
(951) 553-5728

(319) 721-9893
Please call us if we can be of assistance. PLEASE
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bestowed on them, but today we hear that they
truly become his “apostles,” which means “ones
sent out.” Mark says that Jesus sent “the Twelve”
and gave them power over the spirit world so they
could preach the Good News of God’s reign, heal
by anointing with oil, and cure those with faith.
This number, twelve, is scripturally used most
often as a reference to the entire nation of Israel,
abundance, and wholeness. Its use here implies
that Jesus bestows power over evil spirits to all
who profess belief in him (the entire Church).
Communities that truly exercise the power of God
are able to cast out demons, cure, heal, and spread
the Good News. The leaders are charged with
calling this power out of the people.

Jesus’ instructions to travel light were given in
order to remove one of the primary targets for
those who would reject a prophet/teacher by
saying: “They’re just in it for the profit.” By
traveling without extra trappings, they would
witness to a life of simplicity and a fundamental
dependency on people’s hospitality. Like Amos
who encountered disfavor and rejection, the
apostles would surely encounter people whose
discomfort in hearing the gospel message would
prevent them from responding kindly to the
apostles. In such a case, the apostles” detachment
from things and places would allow them to easily
move on. Jesus also knew that rejection would be
frequent; he sent them out in pairs so they could
provide convincing witness to the message,
protect each other while traveling in hostile areas,
and serve as community for one another. They
were instructed to wear sandals because slaves
and those who lacked rights were forbidden to
wear foot covering. This elevated the apostles
from the lowest social rung. They were also
instructed to wear only one tunic. Wearing two or
more would have placed them in an upper level
economic stratus, creating immediate suspicion
among the majority peasant class. By presenting
themselves as “middleclass” they were
theoretically approachable by all.

The gesture of shaking dust off one’s feet meant
that a lack of hospitality existed. In a culture where
walking on glorified sheep paths was the primary
form of transportation, it was considered basic
hospitality to provide water and a basin for guests to
cleanse their dirty, tired feet. If this gesture was
omitted, it was a non-verbal indication to move on.
Jesus’ suggestion that they shake the dust off as a
form of farewell encouraged them to leave the insult
die there along with any anger that had resulted.

Taking it home:

e Summertime can lead to new or unique behaviors. Is
there anything you need to repent about or turn away from
this summer?

e How well do you extend hospitality, especially to those
who bring God’s word? Next time, offer a glass of water
to the Mormon Elder or Jehovah’s Witness at your door.

¢ Identify recent times you participated in casting out
demons, curing, healing, and spreading the Good News.

e Discuss: Do you view your participation in our
economy/job market as an opportunity to amass your own
wealth, or as a chance to help the common good? Have
corporations become too powerful? Whose products
would you be willing to discontinue buying in order to
bring balance and justice?

e Teens: Today, consciously say, “Thank you God” for ten
things, people, opportunities, events, etc. Do it until
thanking God is a habit.

Mindfulness (set aside three minutes. Breathe. Read slowly three
times. Which words or ideas hold energy for you? What images emerge in
you?)

“The further I wake into this life, the more I
realize that God is everywhere and the
extraordinary is waiting quietly beneath the
skin of all that is ordinary. Light is in both the
broken bottle and the diamond, and music is
in both the flowing violin and the water
dripping from the drainage pipe. Yes, God is
under the porch as well as on top of the
mountain, and joy is in both the front row
and the bleachers, if we are willing to be

where we are.”

— Mark Nepo, The Book of Awakening: Having the Life You
Want by Being Present to the Life You Have



http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/5136.Mark_Nepo
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/10685
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/10685
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Council Nominees

My name is Dean Lambertsen and | am 14 years old. | live with my

parents and three brothers on our family farm. In my free time, | enjoy

working on tractors and reading about cars.

. How have you heard God’s call to serve in leadership?

| heard God’s call to leadership when attending the 2021 SE lowa ELCA

virtual synod assembly. | saw that there are many ways that you can make

a positive impact on others and our community through the church.

What does it mean to be a leader in a faith community?

To me, being a leader in a faith community means leading by example. This

is not just knowing where you are your faith journey, but helping others find

their path as well.

What gifts do you bring to service in the faith community?

Some of the gifts that | can bring to serve include being a good listener,

! having initiative, and being able to think things through before making a
decision.

My name is Michele Countryman and | have been a member
of St. Paul since we moved to the area around 2001. When we
first moved into the community, we were looking for a church to
belong to and St. Paul was the friendliest and most welcoming!
Don and Dorothy Harmon took us under their wing and
sponsored us. | will be forever grateful for this. We knew it was
the place for us because of members like them. Shawn and |
have been married for 27 years in July. We have been blessed
with four beautiful boys. Alec, Eian and Gabriel (twins), and our
youngest Seth. They keep us busy! | work at the University of
lowa as the Director in the Human Subjects Office. Our
responsibility is regulatory based and is to protect those
individuals that volunteer to participate in research. In my free
time, you will likely find me outdoors. Most likely with Shawn
either running or biking somewhere in Eastern lowa. | have
waved to many of you as we run through Wapsi Park!

| have been serving as the Executive Secretary for the St. Paul
Council since 2019. Prior to this role, | chaperoned trips to
Adventureland with St. Paul youth and have often filled in when

a WD4 teacher is needed. | have been fortunate to get to know more about St. Paul administrative
aspects in serving as the Executive Secretary. | have also gotten to know Pastor Rodney and the
current council members during this time. This is a great group of dedicated members serving the St.
Paul congregation. Now that Seth is the only one still at home, | can offer more to St. Paul. | feel as
though this is where my time and talent can be the best way to support our congregation. | would be
honored to represent you as a council member.
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Dustin Paulson Autobiography, in 100 words or
less (or maybe 2 7% times that) | grew up south of
Muscatine, IA, near Letts on a lonely gravel road
named Jasper Avenue. | went on to graduate
from Muscatine High School- missing out on
being valedictorian by a small margin in my mind,
a wider margin by school transcript standards.

| went on to lowa State University to major in
Plant Health and Protection with a minor in
Agronomy. It was as a freshman | met a lovely
young lady named MacKenzie Neal. She was
valedictorian of her high school class. We almost
had something in common there.

| went on to graduate (Yes, | actually did!) from
lowa State, and lived in Ames for another 4 years

while MacKenzie worked on her veterinary degree. | worked for a seed company in Story City and
upon her graduation we moved to Anamosa. | was a district rep for that same seed company before
moving on to work at Welter Seed. I’'m not the CEO yet, but I'm sure the Welter family will ask me
any day now. MacKenzie went to work at the Anamosa Vet Clinic as a mixed animal vet.

We got married and had 2 children, Bentley and Hayley. Bentley was baptized in Muscatine at the
church | grew up in, but when it came to Hayley, we decided to stay local. Pastor Catherine agreed
to baptize Hayley, but mentioned it would be nice if we continue to attend St. Paul. We agreed, and
have been to church with perfect attendance ever since....

How Have You Heard God’s Call to Serve in Leadership? After the baptism of Hayley, | was
blown away about how welcoming everybody was. As an outsider to the community, it was
refreshing how people embraced us being a part of the church community. When it comes to
church, worship isn’t the only part that is important. A welcoming sense of community is critical. On
the church council | would like to continue to foster that.

What Does It Mean to be a Leader in the Faith Community? To me it means to be
approachable, compassionate, and empathetic to others. None of us are infallible. Human nature in
itself is a very complicated thing. You don’t have to think of yourself as a good leader to be a good
leader. Often times a good leader needs to realize when to step up and when to step back. A good
leader doesn’t earn that title when times are good necessarily, its when adversity hits hard that a
good leader really asserts its value.

What Gifts Do You Bring to Service in the Faith Community? Clearly it would be my immense
amount of charm and handsomeness... | am typically easy to work with and have the ability to look
at issues from multiple angles.
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St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church
103 East Cedar Street
Anamosa, 1A 52205

Return Service Requested

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

In-Person Worship Services

Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m.
*Blended Service at 10:30 a.m. Sunday

Covid protocols for indoor services

Taped service is available on
YouTube, Facebook and website.

* At Wapsiana park through the summer.
Inside if you get an email due to weather.

St Paul Welcomes RAGBRALI Riders

We are pleased to announce that St. Paul will be hosting a meal and providing hospitality to the bicyclists on
July 29. The meal will be in carry-out form.

There are many opportunities for helping. This is a great way for St. Paul members to come together and make
new friends in the kitchen! Proceeds from the meal will be used to support Free Indeed Prison Ministry.

Here are some ways you can help:
July 12 and 13 (8:30 a.m. —4:00 p.m.)  Prepare pies for the freezer.

July 28 or July 29 morning Bake pre-made frozen pies in your home.

July 28 or July 29 morning Prepare and bake your own pies at home. (Only fruit pies, please)

July 25, 26 (Turkeys will be cooked early in the morning each day).
Debone turkeys 10:00 a.m.

July 28 (8:30 a.m.) Set up and make preparations

July 29 (7:00 a.m.) Prepare turkey dressing

July 29 (8:30 a.m.) Wash apples, fill lunch bags with fork, napkin, chips

July 29 (7:30 a.m.) Set up canopy-tent for the ordering area. Set up tables & chairs in
parking lot.

Shifts during the day will be (10 a.m. -3 p.m.) or (3 p.m. -8 p.m) Those jobs include, teller, taking and
distributing orders, cutting pies, preparing food orders, distributing water bottles, runners.
Clean-up (8:00 p.m.)

If you are able to assist, please call the church office (319) 462-4841 or Nancy Stout (319) 462-4055 or (319)
480-1336. Thank you for your assistance with this outreach project.



