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TIST. PAU

LUTHERAN CHURCH

ANAMOSA, IOWA
CREATIVELY CONNECT « INTENTIONALLY GROW -« JOYFULLY SERVE

July 9, 2023 6th Sunday of Pentecost

Come Celebrate

with St Paul Lutheran Church
of Anamosa
100 years of Creatively
Connecting, Intentionally
Growing and Joyfully Serving

Sunday August 20th, 2023

Lawrence Community Center
600 East Main St e Anamosa, Iowa

Worship 10:30 a.m.

100th Anniversary Dinner
and Program immediately
following the service.

Reservations may be made by calling
Kathy at the church office before
July 23rd
(319) 462-4841

Reminder: You NEED to reserve your spot for the Centennial dinner. We are
only being provided the number of dinners that are confirmed, so this will not
accommodate walk-ins. Please call Kathy and get your name on the list!!
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First Reading: 2 Peter 1:16—2:2, 15-19 NIV

For we did not follow cleverly devised stories when we told you about the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ in power, but we
were eyewitnesses of his majesty. He received honor and glory from God the Father when the voice came to him from the
Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased. ™! We ourselves heard this voice that came
from heaven when we were with him on the sacred mountain. We also have the prophetic message as something completely
reliable, and you will do well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning
star rises in your hearts. Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet’s own
interpretation of things. For prophecy never had its origin in the human will, but prophets, though human, spoke from God as
they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. But there were also false prophets among the people, just as there will be false
teachers among you. They will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the sovereign Lord who bought them—
bringing swift destruction on themselves. Many will follow their depraved conduct and will bring the way of truth into
disrepute. They have left the straight way and wandered off to follow the way of Balaam son of Bezer, who loved the wages of
wickedness. But he was rebuked for his wrongdoing by a donkey—an animal without speech—who spoke with a human voice
and restrained the prophet’s madness. These people are springs without water and mists driven by a storm. Blackest darkness
is reserved for them. For they mouth empty, boastful words and, by appealing to the lustful desires of the flesh, they entice
people who are just escaping from those who live in error. They promise them freedom, while they themselves are slaves of
depravity—for “people are slaves to whatever has mastered them.”

This is the first explicit mention of problems in the church of this author around 100 CE. Paul and Peter are long dead.
Heretics (those who hold a line of teaching that is rigid and absolute) are maligning the apostolic teachings about Jesus’
Parousia (glorious return or second coming) by claiming that these teachings are not heavenly revelation but only human
concoctions made up to control the behavior of naive Christians. In reply, the author denies this charge and cites his
eyewitness experience of Jesus’ transfiguration as an event which foreshadowed the Parousia. The author did not make up the
transfiguration event, it is clearly recorded in Mark’s gospel; therefore the Parousia (which the transfiguration prefigured) is
grounded in God’s word. While it is questionable whether or not the author was actually present at the transfiguration, his
point was nonetheless significant for the second century reader. God’s majestic glory is able to be witnessed in each age when
people’s hearts are turned from selfishness to generosity, forgiveness overshadows distrust and fear, healing brings people
back to life-giving relationships, faithful people gather to worship, and doubt is replaced with faith. Be wary of false teachers
who wag their tongues incessantly in order to put down another person’s beliefs.

Gospel: Mark 13:5-7 NIV
Jesus said to them: “Watch out that no one deceives you. Many will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am he,” and will deceive
many. When you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come.

The scribes of Jesus day could read and write and were scholars in the Law of Moses. They often accompanied the Pharisees
and Sadducees of the Sanhedrin and enjoyed places of honor at banquets or in worship. We heard an example last week of a
scribe who gained insight into Jesus’ message and was told he was “not far from the Kingdom of God.” But for the most part,
the scribes were seen to be like those evil kings of the first reading: unfaithful to God by manipulating the Law for their own
benefit. For example, in keeping with a note from the Talmud (the commentary on the laws), the scribes were greeted first in
the marketplace by those who were considered inferior in knowledge of the Law. Unlike Elijah who promised a return for the
widow’s faith-filled kindness, some of the scribes received tribute from widows who were supposed to receive special
protection and care under the Law, and used it for their own luxurious living. The scribes were expected to redistribute
Temple collections to the poor and needy. Recall, the word “widow” in Hebrew, means the “silent ones.” Widows had no
voice, no identity outside her relationship to a male; in that sense they were needy. In other cases, scribes used organized
religion to make themselves appear elevated and holy while secretly having little regard for God or the people they served.
Like the Pharisees, Jesus frequently referred to them as hypocrites/actors. The invitation from Mark is to look at the world
around us and notice the growing darkness, turmoil, and strife present. If we look too long, we can be overcome by a sense of
doom and gloom. That’s not what we want to happen, but in a way, the Church is intentionally asking us to do this so we can
also see the light of Christ overcoming this darkness. Jesus is speaking in apocalyptic language {revealing what has been
previously veiled} because he wanted to lift up those who felt beaten down by the troubles and drudgery of their lives under
the Romans and hypocritical religious leadership. Apocalyptic language can be troubling to some because it is so symbol
laden and seems only to point to future events; consider this intriguing example. Mark’s community was undergoing
persecution at the hands of the Romans (under Nero around 65 A.D.). It was the end of the world as they knew it. Mark wrote
his gospel at this time because he feared that the apostolic voices of Peter and Paul would be lost to the Church following their
deaths. We are reminded by Mark that like this early Christian community when we place our faith in Christ and stay focused
on the light and hope, our ills will be transformed. The closest we come to this fulfillment is when we gather for the Eucharist.
It is a different reality for those of us whose lives are not daily being threatened by hostile forces, but we do suffer in our own
ways. Ideally, we are lifted and encouraged by the prayer, presence, and unity of those around us. The light shining through
the community of believers, the Word proclaimed, and the Sacred Body and Blood, together overcome the gloom of the world.
Christ is really present; he lives in us and we are his eternal Word. It is the end of the world as we know it, and we are the
people who stand gazing at the signs of the end times while proclaiming the power of God that overcomes all darkness and
fear. We, too, can love each other from death into life.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Peter+1%3A16%E2%80%942%3A2%2C+15-19+&version=NIV#fen-NIV-30497a
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Taking it home:

e Have you ever used religion to make yourself look good publicly while in your heart not really caring?

e Share with someone what you consider to be the most threatening “darkness” in your life.

o Tonight, pray that the light will break through that darkness; call upon Jesus. Instead of cursing the other political party
or damning the lawmakers who see things differently than you, pray for blessing and ongoing conversion that all might
benefit from their influence.

e Do you rely on God and your community for your welfare, or are you a self-reliant person? What aspects of capitalism
could be in conflict with Christ’s message?

e What are your visions for your future? Where will you be five years from now? Ten years? What will you be doing?
More importantly, list three characteristics you hope people will use to describe you (i.e. honest, forgiving, wealthy,
sensitive, just....)

e Offer yourself to God today; three days from now, reflect back on how God has used you to lift someone up. If you can’t
identify a time, try again and invite someone to help you evaluate next time.

Mindfulness (set aside three minutes. Breathe. Read slowly three times. Which words or ideas hold energy for you?
What images emerge in you?) “When I can stand in mystery (not knowing and not needing to know and being dazzled by
such freedom), when I don’t need to split, to hate, to dismiss, to compartmentalize what I cannot explain or understand, when I
can radically accept that “I am what I am what I am,” then I am beginning to stand in divine freedom (Galatians 5:1). We do not
know how to stand there on our own. Someone Else needs to sustain us in such a deep and spacious place. This is what the
saints mean by our emptiness, our poverty and our nothingness. They are not being negative or self-effacing, but just utterly
honest about their inner experience. God alone can sustain me in knowing and accepting that I am not at all perfect, not very
loving at all—and in that very recognition I can fall into the perfect love of God. Remember Jesus’ first beatitude: “How happy
are the poor in spirit, theirs is the kingdom of God” (Matthew 5:3). How amazing is that? I think this might just be the
description of salvation and perfect freedom. They are the same, you know.”

— Richard Rohr, Radical Grace. Daily Meditations by Richard Rohr

“It is almost impossible to fall in love with majesty, power, or perfection. These make us fearful and codependent, but seldom
truly loving. On some level, love can only happen between equals, and vulnerability levels the playing field. What Christians
believe is that God somehow became our equal when he became the human "Jesus," a name that is, without doubt, the
vulnerable name for God.” — Richard Rohr, Immortal Diamond: The Search for Our True Self

Funeral Luncheons

We are implementing a revised process for serving funeral luncheons, in which many
members of St Paul will be invited to provide hospitality. Each month, a designated
portion of the alphabetized membership list will be asked to provide a dessert or
salad for a funeral luncheon which occurs during that month., In addition, assistance
in serving may also be requested. Members will receive a phone call asking for your
assistance in providing food or serving. We encourage you to willingly accept this
invitation to joyfully serve others in a loving and caring way.

: If you missed out ordering a Centennial T-shirt earlier, we are going to have another order going in if we have enough  :
response. Enclosed is your order form that you need to fill out and bring to the office and give to Kathy to process. Our :
: deadline now is July 23rd. You can order short sleeved or long sleeved and we also have youth t-shirts available. :
Payment is due when you submit your order.

F_____—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—-

I TUff, E"'C I

IThcmks to Tom Sabotta and Sherri Evans, St Paul now has an account at Stuff Etc in Cedar |
Rapids. That means that you are able to take things in for them to sell and the proceeds from
|what you donate will go directly to St Paul. If you are interested in doing this, Kathy has the |
terms of consignment and would be willing to give you a copy. Stuff Etc also has a website at
| shopstuffetc.com where you can see all their terms. This is a very good way to declutter I
jyour house and make a little money for the church. If you have any questions, feel free to |

call Kathy at the office at 319-462-4841 or Sherri at 319-981-0283

h_____—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—__J



http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/7919.Richard_Rohr
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/639712
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/7919.Richard_Rohr
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/21619084
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The Ice Cream Social is coming up soon! Joinus ¥
after the Annual Meeting on July 16 for maidrites, ¥
Mac/cheese, pie and homemade ice cream! We g
would be very appreciative of anyone who could ¥
provide pies for this event. We are in need of
about 14 pies. A signup sheet is on the bulletin v
board in the back of the church. Please bring the Y
pies to the church on the morning of July 16. ¥
Thank you for your help! ¥
Y
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Outdoor Service at the Park
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We will be starting our services, weather permitting, on the following dates at the
Anamosa Park:

July 9th, 23rd and 30th @ 10:30 a.m. \/\ \,\
July 16 10:30 at church followed by Annual Mtg C urc
August 6th, 13th, 27th @ 10:30 a.m. n the
August 20  Centennial event at LCC

September 3rd @ 10:30 a.m. Qv\

This ends our Outdoor Service in the Park. All the
6:00 p.m. Wednesday and 8:00 a.m. Sunday services will be held at the church.

" for hunger without you!

In July, the three Iowa o - . . 5
I Blshops are rldlng the | i Ef NeXt Dlnner WIth FrlendS %—f

20th annual RAGERAI «. We have reserved the

Fio ;?Iﬁir? Sé)r'%?]%to |_| P I « side room at Pizza Ranch

| rgnt nung . - . ;
highlighting 50 anti- <7 in Monticello at 5:00 on

§ hunger ministries along s Thursday, July 13th for

y the way. They can't reach their goal without & the next Dinner with ‘

| your support. If every congregation in Iowa _ & Friends. Hope to see you

& there! Questions: Sherri
Evans 319-981-0283.
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https://seiasynod.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5882905d20026a316a70026f3&id=c74cadd211&e=5f989f079b
https://seiasynod.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5882905d20026a316a70026f3&id=12a3629af4&e=5f989f079b
https://seiasynod.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5882905d20026a316a70026f3&id=6cafd77718&e=5f989f079b
https://seiasynod.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5882905d20026a316a70026f3&id=df62a712b7&e=5f989f079b
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4 Council Nominees

1.

. If you could ask Jesus one question, what would it be?

A bit about yourself, family, hobbies, interests
My name is Dave Oldham. My wife Deb and | have been married for 34 years and have been a part of the Anamosa
community for the past 31 years. We are the owners of Anamosa Dental Associates and have worked together for the
past 26 years. We also are active in the Aronia Berry industry both as growers and board members of the lowa Aronia
Growers and Producers group. Deb and | have four adult children living in Rochester MN, Boston MA, Nashville TN and
lowa City. We enjoy traveling to see our kids, our cabin in Ontario and our home away in St Croix. We have two Shi-
tzus, Cork and Bella that are our constant companions, we also have a Brittany, Soni and Vizsla, Eliza that guard our
home here in Anamosa. | enjoy fishing, hunting, snorkeling, swimming and playing cards.

Why can’t we all just get along?

. What spiritual gift(s) and skills do you offer the community as a leader?

My Christian background has taught me a deep spiritual belief which | can portray in all activities at St Paul. | am interested in finance, and my
business background will help in developing plans and goals as we go into the future.

. Why is St. Paul important to Anamosa, and beyond? Why do we matter?

St Paul has become a spiritual family for us here in Anamosa and has helped us deepen our Christian faith. We have developed many

friendships that mean a lot to us. Last year and this year, | was able to attend the Synod Annual Meeting and the Synod Revival which gave me a
better understanding of our expanded community beyond St Paul. We are excited by the broad and open view of people and relationships that the
Lutheran church preaches to.

. What would be your hope for the St. Paul faith community in the coming years?

My hope is for St Paul Church to grow in members, prominence in the community and in trust as a faith community.

. What is something that recently made you laugh?

I had to laugh at a joke that a friend tried to tell and the joke came back on them.

o g A~ W

. ADbit about yourself, family, hobbies, interests

. If you could ask Jesus one question, what would it be?
. What spiritual gift(s) and skills do you offer the community as a leader?

. Why is St. Paul important to Anamosa, and beyond? Why do we matter?

My name is Vicki Wacker. | was baptized here at Saint Paul, Confirmed, and  married also. | have two children. My
son  Kristofer lives in Anamosa. My daughter Kelly lives in Texas. She has two children, Jack and Kate. She believes
it's OK to live that far away with my two grandkids!

I would like to ask Jesus if he could help us remember what being kind to others is.

I have been a part of ALY, WD4, VBS, creating school kits, worship team, and church choir.

| believe Saint Paul is like another family, to be able to feel a part of sharing our faith together while helping others.

. What would be your hope for the St. Paul faith community in the coming years?

My hope is for our congregation to continue being active in our community.

. What is something that recently made you laugh?

It's hard to think of only one thing that makes me laugh. My dog even makes me laugh. If a deer stops in the backyard for too long to eat on the
lilac bush or sunflowers, my little 20# dog goes into this “big dog” frenzy to keep our backyard safe.

. If you could ask Jesus one question, what would it be?
. What spiritual gift(s) and skills do you offer the community as a leader?

. Why is St. Paul important to Anamosa, and beyond? Why do we matter?

. What would be your hope for the St. Paul faith community in the coming years?

. A bit about yourself, family, hobbies, interests

My name is Ella Vaughn. I will be a Junior at Anamosa High School this fall. My parents are Jeff and Greta, and | have a younger sister named
Ingrid. At AHS, | am involved in Student Council, Chamber Choir, Volleyball, Soccer, Manage the Boys Basketball Team, and play the Synth in
the Sadie Street Show Choir band. During the summer, | work at the Anamosa Aqua Court as a lifeguard and swim on the Anamosa Swim
Team. | also teach swimming lessons. | enjoy spending time with my friends, playing the piano, watching movies, as well as reading.

"Was all my heartbreak as a child for a purpose?”
An open minded thinker and acceptance to all ideas.

St. Paul is important to Anamosa because it allows us to act as God's servants serving our community and spreading
his word everywhere.

For it to continuously positively spread around our town and make itself more prominent.

. What is something that recently made you laugh?

A little kid at the pool while | was working was singing 'Who let the dogs out .

. If you could ask Jesus one question, what would it be?

. Why is St. Paul important to Anamosa, and beyond? Why do we matter?

. What is something that recently made you laugh?

. A bit about yourself, family, hobbies, interests

My name is Andrea Giegerich. I've grown up in a Christian household. | have attended St. Paul for about 8 years now. | have attended  Camp
EWALU, Vacation Bible School, WD4, and | am excited to go on my first mission trip this summer. | was baptized and confirmed, taking those
promises my parents made upon myself. | have recently moved into the =~ Anamosa community from Monticello and enjoyed  meeting lots of
new people.

My one question to Jesus would be “How could | change as a Christian to help other people more?”
| believe that St. Paul is important to Anamosa because of the way we try to reach out into the community by doing

things such as VBS and trunk or treat during the Halloween season. | also feel like St. Paul gives youth lots of different
learning and leadership experiences.

\
. What would be your hope for the St. Paul faith community in the coming years? . f‘

My hope for our church is to reach out a little bit more and grow our congregation. \ :‘ &)
Something that has recently made me laugh is my new puppy. She does silly little things like greeting me at the door with excitement, or the way
she leaps into the air when she is enjoying her walks.
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Friends
of Frit3

It 1s with gratitude we announce
that several donations towards the
100th Annmiversary Dinner have
been received! It you would like to
make a donation mark your
check’s memo line or an envelope
with 100th Anniversary Dinner.
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Two new summer prayer opportunities at St. Paul led by Pastor Rodney!

Create some intentional time for Focused Communal Silence { Meditation}- The benefits of
meditation are real, but it is often difficult to make room for silence in our lives. Communal
accountability can help uphold the commitment. Join with others in the St. Paul Church on Monday
and/or Thursday mornings, 6:30-7:00 a.m. beginning in June for Meditation Prayer. We will pray out
loud the Canticle of Zechariah, have 17 minutes of silent meditation, then close with the Canticle of

[ T N

Drumming Circle: Join others in the church chapel from 5:15-6:15 pm one of the last Tuesdays of
each month for drum prayer. 10 hand drums are available; first come, first to choose. We will begin
with sharing gratitudes and intentions, then drum, ending with a drum wash for those who wish

it. Weather permitting, we'll drum outside.

Drumming is a form of contemplative prayer that invites us to be present to the Heartbeat of God. As
we listen to and feel the drums, we experience the One pulse that gives rise to all the rhythms and
energies of life. Itis actually from the feminine energy of the divine that drumming emerges, and
men drum to draw themselves from the head into the heart, seeking harmony.

Upcoming drumming dates for 2023 will be:  July 25, Aug. 22. Sept. 26, Oct. 24. Nov. 21, Dec.19.

e e R e e A ]
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Please Pray for the Following

(Why people want prayers isn’t important, the prayers are!)
We pray for all who need healing, strength or comfort those
who are grieving especially Marlene Warner (friend of Betty
Hunter), Brenda Downing (daughter of Pat Merritt).. For
peace in our nation & world, for safety in our schools and
communities and for those seeking a safe home. To add a
name call or email Kathy at 319-462-4841/
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com. Names will be listed for 4
weeks and may be renewed.

Week July 16th Readings
2nd Peter 3:1- 10, 17-18
Mark 24:42-44

GriefShare is available upon request. Please
contact Nancy Douglas if interested 319-551-3358.

AA meets in the lower level of the CE building on
Tuesday evenings at 7:00 pm.

Jones County Food Bank: Help is always needed at the
Jones County Community Food Bank - food and funds have
fallen critically low. For the last few months, the number of
families and individuals requesting foods has been
increasing and the shelves are almost bare. Funds are also
being diminished by the demands of purchasing food at
higher prices.

To donate money, checks may be written to Jones County
Community Food Bank and mailed to 105 Broadway Place,
Anamosa |A 52205. Items needed this week: Peas,
pancake mix and syrup, canned tuna, Mac & Cheese and
personal care items. Please place items in the back of the
church for collection by St. Paul volunteers OR call the Food
Bank to make delivery arraignments (462-4343)

Recorded services are found on St. Paul
website, YouTube page or Facebook page.

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline
Available 24 Hours
Languages: English, Spanish
800-273-8255

EEEEEEEEEERE]
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Bread Bakers:

July: Sherry Evans

August: Brian/Michelle Lubben
September: Marcy Pate

Deliver Food to Food Bank:
July: Barb Kleis

August: Ralph & Sandy Andresen
September: Myra Powell
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Wednesday, July Sth
* 8:00 am Men’s Worship Group—CE Building
* 6:00pm Evening Service
Comm Prep: Marlene Serbousek
Greeters: Summer Parks
Readings & Prayers: Polly Chalstrom
Comm Server: Paula Sisler
PowerPoint: Myra Powell
Sunday, July 9
* 8:00am Service
Comm Prep: Jeft/Kristi Fortune
Greeter: Mike/Nancy Bickford
Readings/Prayers: Nancy Douglas
Comm Server: Jeff/Kristi Fortune
PowerPoint: Lois Ocenosak
Livestream: Skyler
* 10:30am Service (at the park)
Comm Prep: Paula Sisler
Greeter: Jamie/Kinsley Hamblin
Readings/Prayers: Kinsley Hamblin
Comm Server: Nancy Lyon Douglas/Paula Sisler
Tuesday, July 11
*  1:30pm Scripture Study
*  6:00pm Grief Support by request, call Nancy Douglas
*  7:00pm AA—-LL CE Building
Wednesday, July 12
* 8:00 am Men’s Worship Group—CE Building
* 6:00pm Evening Service
Comm Prep: Ken/Pam Humpal
Greeters: Ken/Pam Humpal
Readings/Prayers: Sara Chrisman
Comm Server: Ken Humpal
PowerPoint: Myra Powell
Sunday, July 16
* 8:00 am Service
Comm Prep: Nancy Stout
Greeter: Tom Sabotta/Sherri Evans
Readings : Tom Sabotta
Prayers: Nancy Stout
Comm Server: Tom Sabotta/Sherri Evans
PowerPoint: Grant Lubben
Livestream: Skyler
* 10:30am Service
Comm Prep: Barb Wilson
Greeter: Dan/Marilyn Lambertsen
Readings: Dan Lambertsen
Prayers: Scott Chrisman
Comm Server: Dan Lambertsen/Scott Chrisman
PowerPoint: Eli Lambertsen
Livestream: Luke Chrisman
Tuesday, 18
*  1:30pm Scripture Study
*  6:00pm Grief Support by request, call Nancy Douglas
*  7:00pm AA—-LL CE Building
Wednesday, July 19
* 8:00 am Men’s Worship Group—CE Building
* 6:00pm Evening Service
Comm Prep: Marlene Serbousek
Greeters: Darla Algoe
Readings/Prayers: Darla Algoe
Comm Server: Darla Algoe
PowerPoint: Darcie Tenley



https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g
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Mailing Address:

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church
103 East Cedar Street

Anamosa, 1A 52205

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Wednesday, service at 6:00 p.m.
Sundays 8:00am Traditional

10:30 am Contemporary

All services will be at St. Paul. Watch for
opportunities between Sunday services

— |

CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH

July 10 Council Mtg @ 6:30 pm
July 16 Annual Meeting, following second service at the church
July 16 Centennial Ice Cream Social (after the annual meeting in fellowship hall)

July 23-28  Mission Trip
August 14 All Leadership/Council Mtg @ 6:00 pm

August 20 Centennial Dinner following 10:30 service @ Lawrence Center
(Reservations are needed!!)

Sept 4 Labor Day (office closed)

Sept 11 Council Mtg 6:30 pm

== —_— —



