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July 16, 2023 7th Sunday of Pentecost 

 

Reminder:  You NEED to reserve your spot for the Centennial dinner.  We are 
only being provided the number of dinners that are confirmed, so this will not 
accommodate walk-ins.  Please call Kathy and get your name on the list!!  
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2 Peter 3:1-10, 17-18  NIV 
Dear friends, this is now my second letter to you. I have written both of them as reminders to stimulate you to 
wholesome thinking. I want you to recall the words spoken in the past by the holy prophets and the command 
given by our Lord and Savior through your apostles.  Above all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers 
will come, scoffing and following their own evil desires. They will say, “Where is this ‘coming’ he promised? Ever 
since our ancestors died, everything goes on as it has since the beginning of creation.” But they deliberately forget 
that long ago by God’s word the heavens came into being and the earth was formed out of water and by water. By 
these waters also the world of that time was deluged and destroyed. By the same word the present heavens and 
earth are reserved for fire, being kept for the day of judgment and destruction of the ungodly.  But do not forget this 
one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day. The 
Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not wanting 
anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.  But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens 
will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything done in it will be laid 
bare.  Therefore, dear friends, since you have been forewarned, be on your guard so that you may not be carried 
away by the error of the lawless and fall from your secure position. But grow in the grace and knowledge of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and forever! Amen.   Word of God, Word of Life.  Thanks 
be to God. 

 

The folks in this early Christian community were confronted by false teachers who denied the second coming of 
Christ and downplayed the idea of an invisible God who was acting on their behalf, and so Peter strives for logical 
arguments to prove that God has not abandoned God’s promise.  Peter rationalizes that what the people perceive 
as a delay is actually patience on behalf of a God who lives outside of time.  God allows plenty of opportunity for 
repentance.  Peter goes so far as to say that our attempts to live holy lives actually hasten the return of Christ by 
making His Spirit more present in this world every day.  We prepare for his return by living as though it has already 
happened! 
 

The phrase “without spot or blemish” may conjure up images of a sacrificial lamb.  In fact, at the time this letter was 
written, many Christians, including Bishop Ignatius of Antioch, were being martyred, often times burned at the 
stake or fed to the lions.  Martyrdom was a real possibility for those who followed Jesus the Christ.  Peter is 
offering encouragement to those who might be faced with this life-changing decision.  Even in the early Church, it 
was understood that martyrdom (dying for the faith) was the greatest Eucharistic sacrifice a believer could make 
because a martyr was acting like Christ, giving one’s life for the sake of faith and others.   
 

Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13                                                                                                                                                                                              

You, Lord, showed favor to your land; you restored the fortunes of Jacob.  You forgave the iniquity of your 
people and covered all their sins.    I will listen to what God the Lord says;  he promises peace to his people, his 
faithful servants—but let them not turn to folly.  Surely his salvation is near those who fear him, that his glory may 
dwell in our land.  Love and faithfulness meet together; righteousness and peace kiss each other.  Faithfulness 
springs forth from the earth, and righteousness looks down from heaven.  The Lord will indeed give what is good, 
and our land will yield its harvest.  Righteousness goes before him and prepares the way for his steps. 
 
Matt 24:42-44  NIV 
Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come. But understand this: If the 
owner of the house had known at what time of night the thief was coming, he would have kept watch and would not 
have let his house be broken into. So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when 
you do not expect him. 
 

Matthew the Evangelist was writing in about 80 CE to an audience steeped in Jewish tradition.  He goes to 
great lengths to show how Jesus was the fulfillment of the Hebrew Scriptures (Old Testament).  Today ’s 
passage is a good example of how Matthew frequently has Jesus teaching with references to Jewish 
Scripture; today it’s the story of Noah.  Matthew’s Christian community was tiring of the wait for Jesus ’ return 
and subsequent judgment against their enemies – the newly reformed Pharisaical leadership for one.  If 
Jesus did not return when the Jerusalem Temple was destroyed by Roman legions ten years earlier, what 
would mark his return? The Christians were frightened by the power of the non-believers. 
 

By referring to the story of Noah, neither Jesus nor Matthew were intending to dredge up dread in their 
listeners.  While it is true that Noah survived a devastating flood that wiped out nearly all people, that ’s not 
the focus.  Remember, God vowed after the flood never to destroy the world again; the rainbow was set in 
the sky as a reminder of this covenantal promise.   The coming of the Son of Man (messiah) that Jesus 
mentions is compared to the flood because the people refused to heed Noah ’s warning and subsequently 
suffered the consequences.  Jesus is telling his listeners not to make the same mistake because the voice of 
judgment is in their midst.  The responsibility to be ready for his arrival lies with the baptized.  
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To make his point further, Jesus offers an analogy.  Imagine a robber sent a note ahead of time telling the 
homeowner when he would be breaking in.  There ’s no way the homeowner would be caught off guard or 
unprepared for the crime.  The robber would not be able to stage a successful break -in.  Likewise, Jesus tells 
us that he will return.  So, we know he’s coming, but not exactly when.  The only sensible thing is to live in a 
state of readiness and alertness.  This message is a difficult one for many in our society to hear because we 
have become consummate procrastinators and we expect immediate results.  Many are tempted to say, “Just 
tell me when you’re coming so I can put off getting ready until the last minute.”  The underlying message in 
this view is that getting ready and being prepared are tiresome, a nuisance, and inconvenient.  But here ’s the 
other point of Jesus’ teaching: Being ready for the Lord’s coming is a good way to live.  It gives life purpose, 
meaning, direction, and dignity.  Sensitivity, initiative, kindness, generosity – all these traits keep us ready and 
make us good traveling companions on life ’s journey. 
 

Don’t we say in our Eucharistic theology that in fact the Lord comes, really, in the gathering of this faith 
community in worship?  Don’t we believe that Christ is really present in the Word, the presider, the Body and 
Blood, and us believers?  If so, then shouldn ’t our behavior with each other reflect that...? Do we see each 
other as living vessels of God? 
 
Mindfulness (set aside seven minutes. breathe and read through three times.  Which words or ideas hold 
energy for you?  What images emerge in your imagination?  What does it mean to be king in this kind of 
world?): Faith for Jesus is the opposite of anxiety. If you are anxious, if you are trying to control everything, if you 
are worried about many things, you don’t have faith, according to Jesus. You do not trust that God is good and on 
your side. You’re trying to do it all yourself, lift yourself up by your own bootstraps.” “The Church, as Jesus seems to 
be defining it, is the gathering of accepted brokenness. It’s not the gathering of the saved.” ― Richard Rohr 

Funeral Luncheons 
 

We are implementing a revised process for serving funeral 
luncheons, in which many members of St Paul will be 
invited to provide hospitality.  Each month, a designated 
portion of the alphabetized membership list will be asked 
to provide a dessert or salad for a funeral luncheon which 
occurs during that month.,  In addition, assistance in 
serving may also be requested.  Members will receive a 
phone call asking for your assistance in providing food or serving.  We encourage you 
to willingly accept this invitation to joyfully serve others in a loving and caring way. 

Centennial T-Shirt Orders 
 

If you missed out ordering a Centennial T-shirt earlier, we are going to have another order going in if we 
have enough response.  You need to fill out an order form and those can be pick up at the office.  Our 
deadline now is July 23rd.  You can order short sleeved or long sleeved and we also have youth t-shirts 
available.  Payment is due when you submit your order.  Order blanks are at the greeters table at 
church if you need one or Kathy can email one to you too. 

Stuff, Etc 
 

Thanks to Tom Sabotta and Sherri Evans, St Paul now has an account at Stuff Etc in Cedar 
Rapids. That means that you are able to take things in for them to sell and the proceeds from 
what you donate will go directly to St Paul.  If you are interested in doing this, Kathy has the 
terms of consignment and would be willing to give you a copy.  Stuff Etc also has a website at 
shopstuffetc.com where you can see all their terms.  This is a very good way to declutter 
your house and make a little money for the church.  If you have any questions, feel free to 
call Kathy at the office at 319-462-4841 or Sherri at 319-981-0283 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/7919.Richard_Rohr
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Outdoor Service at the Park 
 
We will be having our services, weather permitting, on the following dates at the Ana-
mosa Park: 
 
July 16          10:30 at church followed by Annual Mtg 
July        23rd and 30th @ 10:30 a.m. 
August       6th, 13th, 27th @ 10:30 a.m. 
August 20   Centennial event at LCC 
September  3rd @ 10:30 a.m. 
 
This ends our Outdoor Service in the Park.  All the 6:00 p.m. Wednesday and 8:00 a.m. 
Sunday services will be held at the church. 

Bishops' RAGBRAI Tools to share with your congregation. The Bishops' can't get to $50K for 
hunger without you! 

In July, the three Iowa Bishops are riding the 50th annual 
RAGBRAI to raise $50,000 to fight hunger and highlighting 50 anti
-hunger ministries along the way. They can't reach their goal 
without your support. If every congregation in Iowa gave a little 
over $100 the Bishops would reach their goal today.  

Congregational Toolkit and Shareable Images 
Bulletin Inserts and Newsletter announcements 
Give online now 

Kathy’s Office Hours 
  
 Monday  8:30—3:30 
 Tuesday  8:30—3:30 
 Wednesday 8:30—2:30  
 

If you need something on a particular day, please call ahead to let Kathy know so she 
can be sure to be there for you.  Things do come up and she might have to be out of the 
office, so please plan ahead.   

 

Collecting Pill Bottles 
We are now collecting only 
amber colored pill bottles 
with no labels that are dry 
and clean of labels for the 
Community Free Clinic in 
Cedar Rapids. Drop them off 
in the back of the church in 
the box underneath the table. 

Swiffer Wet Jet empty mop 
bottles 
Linda Kenny is looking for 
empty Swiffer Wet Jet mop 
bottles.  She likes using the 
Swiffer Wet Jet but wants to 
make up her own cleaning 
solution.  If you have any, you 
can bring them to church or 
drop them off at the office and 
we’ll be sure to get them to her. 
Thank you!! 

 
 
 

Creatively Connect 
 

Intentionally Grow 
 

Joyfully Serve 

https://seiasynod.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5882905d20026a316a70026f3&id=c74cadd211&e=5f989f079b
https://seiasynod.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5882905d20026a316a70026f3&id=12a3629af4&e=5f989f079b
https://seiasynod.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5882905d20026a316a70026f3&id=6cafd77718&e=5f989f079b
https://seiasynod.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5882905d20026a316a70026f3&id=df62a712b7&e=5f989f079b
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1. A bit about yourself, family, hobbies, interests 
  My name is Dave Oldham.  My wife Deb and I have been married for 34 years and have been a part of the Anamosa 

community for the past 31 years.  We are the owners of Anamosa Dental Associates and have worked together for the 
past 26 years.  We also are active in the Aronia Berry industry both as growers and board members of the Iowa Aronia 
Growers and Producers group. Deb and I have four adult children living in Rochester MN, Boston MA, Nashville TN and 
Iowa City.  We enjoy traveling to see our kids, our cabin in Ontario and our home away in St Croix. We have two Shi-
tzus, Cork and Bella that are our constant  companions, we also have a Brittany, Soni and Vizsla, Eliza that guard our 
home here in Anamosa. I enjoy fishing, hunting, snorkeling, swimming and playing cards. 

2.  If you could ask Jesus one question, what would it be?  
 Why can’t we all just get along? 
3.  What spiritual gift(s) and skills do you offer the community as a leader?  
 My Christian background has taught me a deep spiritual belief which I can portray in all activities at St Paul.  I am interested in finance, and my 
 business background will help in developing plans and  goals as we go into the future. 
4.  Why is St. Paul important to Anamosa, and beyond?  Why do we matter?  
 St Paul has become a spiritual family for us here in Anamosa and has helped us deepen our Christian faith.  We have developed many 
 friendships that mean a lot to us. Last year and this year, I was able to attend the Synod Annual Meeting and the Synod Revival which gave me a 
 better understanding of our expanded community beyond St Paul.  We are excited by the broad and open view of people and relationships that the 
 Lutheran church preaches to. 
5.  What would be your hope for the St. Paul faith community in the coming years?   
 My hope is for St Paul Church to grow in members, prominence in the community and in trust as a faith community. 
6.  What is something that recently made you laugh?  
 I had to laugh at a joke that a friend tried to tell and the joke came back on them.  
 

1.  A bit about yourself, family, hobbies, interests 
 My name is Vicki Wacker.   I was baptized here at Saint Paul, Confirmed, and  married also. I have two children. My 
 son  Kristofer lives in Anamosa. My daughter Kelly lives in Texas. She has two children, Jack and Kate. She believes 
 it's  OK to  live that far away with my two grandkids!  
2.  If you could ask Jesus one question, what would it be?  
 I would like to ask Jesus if he could help us remember what being kind to others is.  
3.  What spiritual gift(s) and skills do you offer the community as a leader?  
 I have been a part of ALY, WD4, VBS, creating school kits, worship team, and church choir.  
4.  Why is St. Paul important to Anamosa, and beyond?  Why do we matter?  
 I believe Saint Paul is like another family, to be able to feel a part of sharing our faith together while helping others.  
5.  What would be your hope for the St. Paul faith community in the coming years?   
 My hope is for our congregation to continue being active in our community.  
6.  What is something that recently made you laugh?  
 It's hard to think of only one thing that makes me laugh. My dog even makes me laugh. If a deer stops in the backyard for too long to eat on the 
 lilac bush or sunflowers, my little 20# dog goes into this “big dog” frenzy to keep our backyard safe. 

1. A bit about yourself, family, hobbies, interests   
 My name is Ella Vaughn. I will be a Junior at Anamosa High School this  fall.  My parents are Jeff and Greta, and I have a younger sister named 

Ingrid. At AHS, I am involved in Student Council, Chamber Choir, Volleyball, Soccer, Manage the Boys Basketball Team, and play the Synth  in 
the Sadie Street Show Choir band.  During the summer, I work at the  Anamosa Aqua Court as a lifeguard and swim on the Anamosa Swim 
Team. I also teach swimming lessons.  I enjoy spending time with my friends, playing the piano, watching movies, as well as reading. 

2. If you could ask Jesus one question, what would it be?  
    "Was all my heartbreak as a child for a purpose?"  
3. What spiritual gift(s) and skills do you offer the community as a leader?  
 An open minded thinker and acceptance to all ideas.  
4. Why is St. Paul important to Anamosa, and beyond?  Why do we  matter?  
 St. Paul is important to Anamosa because it allows us to act as God's servants serving our community and  spreading 
 his word everywhere.  
5.  What would be your hope for the St. Paul faith community in the coming years?   
 For it to continuously positively spread around our town and make itself more prominent.   
6.  What is something that recently made you laugh?  
 A little kid at the pool while I was working was singing 'Who let the dogs out '. 

1.  A bit about yourself, family, hobbies, interests   
 My name is Andrea Giegerich. I’ve grown up in a Christian household. I  have attended St. Paul for about 8 years now. I have attended  Camp 
 EWALU, Vacation Bible School, WD4, and I am excited to go on my  first mission trip this summer. I was baptized and confirmed,  taking those 
 promises my parents  made upon myself. I have recently moved into the  Anamosa community from Monticello and enjoyed  meeting lots of 
 new people.  
2.  If you could ask Jesus one question, what would it be?  
 My one question to Jesus would be “How could I change as a Christian to help other people more?”  
4.  Why is St. Paul important to Anamosa, and beyond?  Why do we matter?  
 I believe that St. Paul is important to Anamosa because of the way we try to reach out into the community by doing 
 things such as VBS and trunk or treat during the Halloween season. I also feel like St. Paul gives youth lots of  different 
 learning and leadership experiences.  
5.  What would be your hope for the St. Paul faith community in the coming years?   
 My hope for our church is to reach out a little bit more and grow our congregation.  
6.  What is something that recently made you laugh?  
 Something that has recently made me laugh is my new puppy. She does silly little things like greeting me at the door with excitement, or the way 
 she leaps into the air when she is enjoying her walks.  

4 Council Nominees 
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Two new summer prayer opportunities at St. Paul led by Pastor Rodney! 

Create some intentional time for Focused Communal Silence {Meditation}- The benefits of 
meditation are real, but it is often difficult to make room for silence in our lives.  Communal 
accountability can help  uphold the commitment.  Join with others in the St. Paul Church on Monday 
and/or Thursday mornings, 6:30-7:00 a.m. for Meditation Prayer.  We will pray out loud the Canticle 
of Zechariah, have 17 minutes of silent meditation, then close with the Canticle of Simeon. 

Drumming Circle:  Join others in the church chapel from 5:15-6:15 pm one of the last Tuesdays of 
each month for drum prayer.  10 hand drums are available; first come, first to choose.  We will begin 
with sharing gratitudes and intentions, then drum, ending with a drum wash for those who wish 
it.  Weather permitting, we'll drum outside. 

Drumming is a form of contemplative prayer that invites us to be present to the Heartbeat of God. As 
we listen to and feel the drums, we experience the One pulse that gives rise to all the rhythms and 
energies of life.  It is actually from the feminine energy of the divine that drumming emerges, and 
men drum to draw themselves from the head into the heart, seeking harmony. 

Upcoming drumming dates for 2023 will be:  July 18, Aug. 22. Sept. 26, Oct. 24. Nov. 21, Dec.19. 
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GriefShare is available upon request. Please 
contact Nancy Douglas if interested 319-551-3358.  
 

AA meets in the lower level of the CE building on 
Tuesday evenings at 7:00 pm.  
 

Jones County Food Bank: Help is always needed at the 
Jones County Community Food Bank - food and funds have 
fallen critically low. For the last few months, the number of 
families and individuals requesting foods has been 
increasing and the shelves are almost bare. Funds are also 
being diminished by the demands of purchasing food at 
higher prices. 
 
To donate money, checks may be written to Jones County 
Community Food Bank and mailed to 105 Broadway Place, 
Anamosa IA 52205. Items needed this week: Peas, 
pancake mix and syrup, canned tuna, Mac & Cheese and 
personal care items. Please place items in the back of the 
church for collection by St. Paul volunteers OR call the Food 
Bank to make delivery arraignments (462-4343) 

 

Bread Bakers:  
July:  Sherry Evans 
August:  Brian/Michelle Lubben 
September:  Marcy Pate 
 
 

Deliver Food to Food Bank:  
July:  Barb Kleis 
August:  Ralph & Sandy Andresen 
September:  Myra Powell 

 

Recorded services are found on St. Paul 
website, YouTube page or Facebook page.  

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline 
Available 24 Hours 

Languages:  English, Spanish 
800-273-8255 

 
Wednesday, July 12 
*  8:00 am Men’s Worship Group—CE Building 

 6:00pm Evening Service 
 Comm Prep:  Ken/Pam Humpal 
 Greeters:  Ken/Pam Humpal 
 Readings/Prayers:  Polly Chalstrom 
 Comm Server:  Ken Humpal  
 PowerPoint:  Myra Powell 
Sunday, July 16 

 8:00 am Service 
  Comm Prep: Nancy Stout 
  Greeter:  Tom Sabotta/Sherri Evans 
  Readings : Tom Sabotta 
  Prayers:  Nancy Stout 
  Comm Server:  Tom Sabotta/Sherri Evans 
  PowerPoint:  Grant Lubben 
  Livestream:  Skyler 

 10:30am Service 
  Comm Prep: Barb Wilson 
  Greeter: Dan/Marilyn Lambertsen 
  Readings:  Dan Lambertsen 
  Prayers:  Scott Chrisman 
  Comm Server:  Dan Lambertsen/Scott Chrisman 
  PowerPoint:  Eli Lambertsen 
  Livestream:  Luke Chrisman    
Tuesday,  July 18 

 1:30pm Scripture Study 

 6:00pm Grief Support by request, call Nancy Douglas 

 7:00pm AA—-LL CE Building 
Wednesday,  July 19th 
*  8:00 am Men’s Worship Group—CE Building 

 6:00pm Evening Service 
  Comm Prep:  Marlene Serbousek 
  Greeters:  Darla Algoe 
  Readings & Prayers: Darla Algoe 
  Comm Server:  Darla Algoe 
  PowerPoint:  Darcie Tenley 
Sunday, July 23 

 8:00am Service 
  Comm Prep: Ed Gerst/Susan Koppenhaver 
  Greeter:  Ed Gerst/Susan Koppenhaver 
  Readings/Prayers: Lois Ocenosak 
  Comm Server:  Ed Gerst/Susan Koppenhaver 
  PowerPoint: Linda Kenny 
  Livestream:  Skyler 

 10:30am  Service (at the park) 
  Comm Prep: Ralph/Sandra Andresen 
  Greeter: Ralph/Sandra Andresen 
  Readings/Prayers: Ralph Andresen 
  Comm Server:  Ralph/Sandra Andresen/Kathy Dornbusch 
Tuesday, July 25 

 1:30pm Scripture Study 

 6:00pm Grief Support by request, call Nancy Douglas 

 7:00pm AA—-LL CE Building 
Wednesday, July 26 
*  8:00 am Men’s Worship Group—CE Building 

 6:00pm Evening Service 
 Comm Prep:  Darla Algoe 
 Greeters:  Darla Algoe 
 Readings/Prayers:  Darla Algoe 
 Comm Server:  Darla Algoe 
 PowerPoint:  Myra Powell 

Next Week July 23rd Readings 
Proverbs 1:1-7; 3:1-8 

Matt 13:34-35  

Please Pray for the Following 
(Why people want prayers isn’t important, the prayers are!) 

We pray for all who need healing, strength or comfort those 
who are grieving especially Brenda Downing (daughter of 
Pat Merritt)..    For peace in our nation & world, for safety 
in our schools and communities and for those seeking a safe 

home. To add a name call or email  Kathy at 319-462-
4841/stpaulanamosa@gmail.com. Names will be listed 
for 4 weeks and may be renewed.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g
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Mailing Address:  
St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
103 East Cedar Street 
Anamosa, IA 52205 
 

 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

 

Wednesday, service at 6:00 p.m.  
 

 Sundays 8:00am Traditional 
10:30 am Contemporary 

 
 
 

All services will be at St. Paul. Watch for 
opportunities between Sunday services 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

 

July 16 Annual Meeting, following 10:30 service at the church 

July 16 Centennial Ice Cream Social (after the annual meeting in fellowship hall) 

July 23-28 Mission Trip 

August 14 All Leadership/Council Mtg @ 6:00 pm 

August 20 Centennial Dinner following 10:30 service @ Lawrence Center 

 (Reservations are needed!!)  

Sept 4 Labor Day (office closed) 

Sept 11 Council Mtg 6:30 pm 

 


