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July 28, 2024  10th Sunday of Pentecost 

 

Annual Meeting Sunday, July 28th 

Please read the 2024 Annual Report found in an eblast on 7/13 or 
hardcopy in the church and office to prepare for the membership 
meeting on Sunday, July 28th following the 10:30 service in the 
church.  A meal will be offered in the Fellowship Hall at the 
conclusion of the meeting.  Please make an effort to join us.  (Voting 
members are those who are confirmed and have made a contribution 
to the faith community and attended worship in the last year.) 

Prayer opportunities at St Paul led by Pastor Rodney! 
 

Drumming Circle:  Join others in the church chapel from 5:30-6:30 pm the fourth Monday of the month 

for drum prayer (see dates below).  11 hand drums are available, first come, first to choose.  We will 

begin with sharing gratitudes and intentions, then drum, ending with a drum wash to those who wish it.   
 

Drumming is a form of contemplative prayer that invites us to be present to the Heartbeat of God.  As 

we listen to and feel the drums, we experience the One pulse that gives rise to all the rhythms and 

energies of life.  It is actually from the feminine energy of the divine that drumming emerges, and men 

drum to draw themselves from the head into the heart, seeking harmony. 

Upcoming dates for 2024 will be:  Mondays August 26; September 23; October 28; 
November 25; December 23. 

HELP NEEDED—Deep Cleaning Day At CE Bldg. 
We are planning another much needed deep cleaning day at the CE 
Bldg. on Saturday, August 3rd from 8:00 am. to 12:00 Noon.  No need 
to bring anything, just please show up ready to work!!!  We really need 
your help to get this done!!  The more people that show up the faster 
the time will go.  Please come and lend a helping hand!!! 

Have you ever considered the joy of serving communion to 

a St. Paul member in his or her home?  If interested, 

contact Nancy Lyon Douglas at 319-551-3358 or email her 

at njldouglas@hotmail.com. 



St. Paul Lutheran Church | 103 E Cedar Street. Anamosa, IA 52205 | Phone: (319) 462-4841 |  stpaulanamosa@gmail.com    

St. Paul Lutheran Congregational Council Meeting Summary  

July 15, 2024 7:00 p.m.  

Opening Prayer and Call to Order at 7:13 pm by Scott Chrisman, after council 
members riding the thunderstorm out in various locations. 
 

Present: Fred Austin, Scott Chrisman (President), Pastor Rodney Bluml, Michele Countryman (Secretary), Jamie 
Hamblin (Vice President), Susan Koppenhaver, David Oldham (Treasurer), Dustin Paulsen, Vicki Wacker 
 

Not Present: Andrea Giegerich and Ella Vaughn 

Consent Agenda Discussion and Approval  

June Financial Reports (forthcoming), St. Paul Council June Meeting Minutes, Pastor’s Report  

Electronic Discussion(s):  

● None  
 

Pastor Rodney motions to approve the consent agenda and David Oldham second the motion.  Ayes Carry.   

Treasurer Report:  

June was a typical June but was down.  This is similar to other years. Not too eventful.  Expenses down.  Below 
income by about $10,000 but expenses are also down. Overall expenses to budget are good.  Expenses were a lot 
higher last year because we had the lumberyard. Overall this year we are at a positive $15,033.90. This year’s 
budget was $267,000 and we spent $265,000. Under Salaries and Benefits account, “convention expense” has an 
extra zero.  David will note and correct this. Did about a 3% increase in all areas for the next year’s budget.  David 
is looking at weighting months next year to better predict where we have expenses.  Insurance did go up 8%.  Next 
year we can shop out to see if there are comparable or lower rates.   Annual report looked good as well.  In every 
account, we did end up with all of our accounts up from the previous year. One thing to note is contributions from 
401K accounts are up and it has impacted our budget in a positive way.  Generosity of St. Paul is very good.        

Pastor’s Report to Church Council June 2024  

1.   Funerals: Burial of Rose Hubler Flaig, 6/26/24 
2. Weddings: Sandra Busta & Dan Rickels, 7/12/24 
3. New Members: Dan & Judy Lubben 
4. Baptisms: 
5. On June 22, I was invited to lead a blessing and dedication of the Lubben Family Winery & Event Center 

shortly before Grant’s graduation party. A group of about 16 moved from room to room asking God to bless 
the people who will gather in those spaces and the fruit of the vine with which they work, and to bring good 
out of the Lubben family's efforts to provide hospitality and care for those who come to celebrate in the 
coming years. All to God’s glory! 

6. The gas meter was successfully replaced on the parsonage by Black Hills Energy, 7/8/24. 
7. Thanks to Pastor Kathryn Franzenberg for gathering the congregation in prayer on July 7. 
8. FYI: my surgery has been moved to August 22. I anticipate being out of the office for a week to recover. 

Old Business  

• Adjacent 203 North Ford St. house property discussion  

 Alleyway contract for this property - Scott checked in with the city on taking care of the alley property   
transfer.  The city has to rework paperwork for the transfer.  This remains pending from the city.   

• Building Committee Update  
 Aug. 18 pending  
   We thought Rinderknecht had included all desired work in the magnitude estimates, but we found that in fact 
   it didn’t.   That is the reason why the meeting was held off as more estimates needed to be solicited.   
 Cleaning Day - CE Building August 3 8-12p   If something isn’t sent out this week, it may be too late to have 

people get this on their calendars.  Dustin will check with Linda to see if anything was given to Kathy about 
the Cleaning Day.   

• Church Mutual Boiler letter - Resolved and confirmed via email. 
• Reviewing and offering staff contracts - Jamie met with Kaileen and she indicated she would like to see 

notes after we meet.  Can the CYFM Council liaison give information back to Kaileen.  Michele said she 
would take care of this.  Nancy LD was contacted by Betty Hunter about reigniting the Friend to Friend 
ministry.  This needs to be exercised with great accountability and confidentiality.  The Member Care 
Committee can continue to discuss this.  In addition, Nancy is looking for more help with in-home 
communion ministers.  
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 Kathy felt uneasy about finding backup when she was sick.  Who else knows how to carry out her 
 duties?  Otherwise she thought she is pretty proficient in what she does, but is still learning ELCA and St. Paul 
 religious terminology and tradition.”   

• Several ideas were brought up regarding how to move forward with contracting and performance evaluations.  It 
 was agreed that the performance reviews and contract review will occur together.  Pastor Rodney did share an 
 Annual Review template that was used in the past. The Vice Chair will be responsible to initiate and carry out 
 these conversations unless they select a designee to serve in this role. It was suggested that the Vice Chair 
 have a junior Council member attend the performance review conversation to learn how to have these 
 conversations with staff under contract. It is often helpful to have a third party in these conversations.   
• Annual Meeting - meal plans? Jamie has food prepped, but will not be present at the meeting.  Will need 
 volunteers to prepare food.  Vicki will talk to the hospitality committee to supervise.  Jamie has meat, party 
 potatoes, and beans. Jamie is planning for 75.   Need servers and kitchen help (check with Dustin and Fred  
 about their families helping).  Can the Council bring dessert?   

• Need at least 51 voting members at the Annual Meeting for quorum.  677 is our confirmed membership, but 
 many are not eligible because you have to attend worship at least once and make one donation in the past 
 year to be eligible to vote.   

 
New Business  

•  Confirm and announce Aug. 18 informational meeting for building committee, architect timeline dependent  

•  Review the annual meeting procedure  
 7/28 following 10:30 a.m. service at church  
 Notice at services, email, postal?  
 10% of voting eligible membership constitutes a quorum  
 Robert’s Rules of Order  
• Michele needs a volunteer to stand-in for secretary duties at the annual meeting, take notes and tally 

attendance.. Lois Ocenosak agreed to fill this role. 
• Vicki Wacker and Andrea Giegerich’s names were inadvertently left off the list of those continuing to serve 

Council. Vicki in her second year of first term.  Andrea will fill the one year youth seat.  Pastor Rodney makes a 
motion to appoint Nancy Stout to fill second year of Ella Vaughn’s council appointment.  Ayes carry.  Andrea 
Giegerich will need to be elected by the congregation membership for the next year.     

• Staff Contracts:  
• Uniform format - Jamie suggestions.  Jamie did some research on different contracts and found some 

different ones.  The template Jamie brought was reviewed and a conversation ensued about 
content.  There could be sections that can be inserted as appropriate.  Iowa is an at-will state and any 
employment is considered at-will. Jamie and Michele work on edits and send this out to the council.    

• Performance review templates - Rodney did have a template that he brought from his last position.  Jamie and 
Michele both liked the content in the template. It was agreed that this template should cover what would be 
necessary to have a full performance review conversation.   

• Secretary role suggestions - Michele recommended that a non-council member be included to serve as 
executive secretary for official meeting note taking.  Michele began in this role four years ago and absorbed it 
into her role as secretary when she was elected to Council.  It makes it difficult for her to participate fully while 
trying to capture the content.   

• Council Retreat with new members   Aug.4 after service to 2:30 pm.   
August  

● Fall cleaning of Education Building & Parsonage (G&M)  
● WD4 registration  
● Confirmation invitation - prep formation schedule, information meeting on Aug. 28. 

Communication      ● None  

Motion to adjourn by Scott Chrisman at 8:47pm. Jamie Hamblin second the motion. Ayes carry. 

Closing  

St. Paul is creatively connecting! See our upcoming events:  

7/25 Dinner with Friends - Prairie Moon on Main, 103 East Main St. Prairieburg ● Drumming Circle - 
July 22, Aug. 26,  
 

Date and time for next meeting: August 19, 2024 6:00 p.m. - All Leadership Meeting followed by 
Church Council Meeting 
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L-R  Carver, Garrett, Allie, Elijah, Andrea, Seth, Kaileen L-R  Bishop Amy Current, Allie, Kaileen, Andrea 
Back Row:  Elijah, Carver, Seth & Garrett 
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Wednesday,  July 24 

• 8:00 am Men’s Worship Group—CE Building 

• 6:00 pm Evening Service 
   Comm Prep: Darla Algoe/Bonnie Raddatz  
   Greeters: Darla Algoe 
   Reader/Prayers: Darla Algoe 
   Comm Server: Darla Algoe 
   PowerPoint: Darcy Tenley 
Sunday, July 28 
*  8:00 am Service                                      
  Comm Prep: Ed/Jan Allaire 
  Greeters: Dale/Pat Jensen 
  Readings/Prayers: Pat Jensen 
  Comm Servers: Dale/Pat Jensen 
  PowerPoint: Linda Kenny 

 10:30 am Service 
  Comm Prep:  DJ/Donna Condry 
  Greeters: Ralph/Sandra Andresen 
  Readings/Prayers: S Lambertsen Fam 
  Comm Servers:  S Lambertsen Fam 
  PowerPoint: XXX   
  Livestream: XXX 
Tuesday, July 30 
 6:00 pm Grief Support by Request, call Nancy Douglas 
 7:00 pm AA—-LL CE Building 
Wednesday,  July 31 
*  8:00 am Men’s Worship Group—CE Building 
*  6:00 pm  Evening Service 
   Comm Prep: Marlene Serbousek 
   Greeters: Ken/Pam Humpal 
   Readings/Prayer:  Paula Sisler 
   Comm Server: Ken Humpal 
   PowerPoint: Myra Powell 
Sunday, August 4 

  8:00 am Service 
  Comm Prep: Ed Gerst/Susan Koppenhaver 
  Greeters: Mike/Nancy Bickford 
  Readings/Prayers: Virginia Danielson 
  Comm Servers: Ed Gerst/Susan Koppenhaver 
  PowerPoint: Macen Garrett  
* 10:30 am Service 
  Comm Prep: Linda Kenny  
  Greeters: Curtis Weaver Family 
  Readings/Prayers: Kathy Dornbusch 
  Comm Servers: Kathy Dornbusch/C&K Weaver 
   PowerPoint: XXX   
  Livestream: XXX 
Tuesday, August 6 

• 6:00 pm Grief Support by Request, call Nancy Douglas 

• 7:00 pm AA—-LL CE Building 
Wednesday,  Aug 7 

• 8:00 am Men’s Worship Group—CE Building 

• 6:00 pm Evening Service 
   Comm Prep: Marlene Serbousek 
   Greeters: Summer Parks 
   Reader/Prayers: Summer Parks/Barb Kleis 
   Comm Server: Barb Kleis 
   PowerPoint: Darcy Tenley 

 

GriefShare is available upon request. Please 
contact Nancy Douglas if interested 319-551-3358.  
 

AA meets in the lower level of the CE building on 
Tuesday evenings at 7:00 pm.  
 

Jones County Food Bank:  
To donate money, checks may be written to Jones County 
Community Food Bank and mailed to 105 Broadway Place, 
Anamosa IA 52205.   The ideal donation will enable a family 
to “make a meal,” so items such as pasta and canned pasta 
sauce, canned tuna and/or chicken and/or beef, and 
Hamburger Helper items are great.  Clients also like 
pancake mix and pancake syrup.  Canned fruits or 
vegetables are great too.  Personal care items are always 
welcome.  Many people who don’t use food stamps don’t 
know that those on food stamps can’t use that money for 
personal care items—only food.  So, personal care items 
would be great — toothbrushes, toothpaste, toilet paper, 
facial tissue, tampons, diapers, etc.  Giving is a great way of 
remembering our neighbors in need. 

 

Bread Bakers:  
August:  B/M Lubben 
September:  Wayne Clayton 
October:  Verna Lewison 
 
 

Deliver Food to Food Bank:  
August:  Ralph/Sandy Andresen 
September:  Myra Powell 
October:  Barb Kleis 

 

Recorded services are found on St. Paul 
website, YouTube page or Facebook page.  

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline 
Available 24 Hours 

Languages:  English, Spanish 
800-273-8255 

Please Pray for the Following 
(Why people want prayers isn’t important, the prayers are!) 

We pray for all who need healing, strength or comfort 
especially Linda Vonbehren (sister of Jan Allaire).  For 
peace in our nation & world, for safety in our schools and 
communities and for those seeking a safe home. To add a 
name call or email  Kathy at 319-462-4841/
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com. Names will be listed for 
4 weeks and may be renewed.   

As a Congregation our mission is to: 
 

Creatively Connect 
Intentionally Grow 

Joyfully Serve 
 

SO THAT—together, as brothers and sisters from all 
generations, backgrounds, skills, gifts and resources, the 
people of St. Paul will be known as disciples of Christ in 
the World. 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:stpaulanamosa@gmail.com
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Mailing Address:  
St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
103 East Cedar Street 
Anamosa, IA 52205 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

 

Wednesday, service will be held at  
6:00 pm at church 

  
Sunday 8:00 am Traditional service will be 

held at church. 
 

Sunday 10:30 am Contemporary service at 
WapsiAna Park during the summer 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

Jul 28 Annual Meeting (Immediately following 10:30 service @ church with lunch) 

Aug 3 Deep Cleaning of CE Bldg from 8am -12pm 

Aug 4 Outdoor Worship in WapsiAna Park 10:30 a.m. (8:00 am at Church) 

Aug 4 Council Retreat with new members 11:45-2:30 Fellowship Hall 

Aug 11 Outdoor Worship in WapsiAna Park 10:30 a.m. (8:00 am at Church) 

Aug 13 Lutheran World Relief Quilting @ church 1:00 pm 

Aug 18 Outdoor Worship in WapsiAna Park 10:30 a.m. (8:00 am at Church) 

Aug 19 All Leadership Mtg 6:00 pm—Ed Bldg. 

Aug 19-23 Kaileen Vacation 

Aug 25 Outdoor Worship in WapsiAna Park 10:30 a.m. (8:00 am at Church) 

Aug 25 Building the Future with Hope @ 6:30 pm at Church 


