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August 2, 2020 9th Sunday Post Pentecost

Mailing/Offices: 103 E. Cedar Street, Anamosa IA 52205 Website: www.stpaulanamosa.com Fax: (319) 462-4843

Sunday Outdoor Services

will be held in Wapsi-Ana Park at 10:30
AM. July 26-September 28. Taped
services can be found on Facebook, St.
Paul website and St. Paul YouTube page.

An e-blast will be sent by 9:00 a.m.
Sunday mornings if there is a cancelation.

The photos were taken at Wapsi-Ana
Park on July 12 before our worship and
Annual Meeting,

Notice the nice shade, and plenty of
space for families to gather and stay
socially distanced.

Eighty-one people attended worship
that day. It was great to see so many
gathered in worship.

Results from  The results are fantastic! We collected a total of 35 donations,

Mississippi including 8 first timers - wonderful! We bested our goal of 32, and even
Valley collected more donations than we did in April (by a lot)!
Regional

Summer is a notoriously hard time to get people to give, but not for
your donors there in Anamosa. Thank you so much again for giving us
a home and allowing this wonderful drive to happen!

Blood Drive

St. Paul Lutheran Church will be hosting the blood drive again on
September 10th.



Please Pray for the Following People
(Why people want prayers isn’t important,
the prayers are!)

For Pastor Beener, Lynn Rickels, Marty
Rowland, Fred Williams, Denny Oltmann,
Troy Lyon, and Leslie Swartz (niece of Jan
Allaire); for all facing issues from the
corona virus—sickness or social isolation.
To add a name call or email Lois at 462-4841/

stpaulanamosa@gmail.com. Names will be listed for 4
weeks and may be renewed.

If you would like to send a card to
Pastor Beener:
Pastor and Bev Beener
300 Claymor Road, Unit 1C
Hinsdale, IL 60521

Wedding Photos appreciated: If you
were married at St. Paul Lutheran Church
from 2000- 2020 we would like to have a
copy of your wedding picture for the
2023 Anniversary Book (or before 2000
if you have not turned it in already).
Please include your names (women’s
maiden name) and date you were
married. Please send electronically if
possible to stpaulanamosa@gmail.com or
bring a photo to the office to be scanned.
We appreciate your efforts.

2020 Anniversary Book Photos
Needed: We are also looking for snap
shots of special celebrations that
happened at St. Paul. Please email or
bring your photos to the office, include
names and dates.

Jones County Food Bank: To donate
money, make checks payable to Jones
County Community Food Bank (NOT
HACAP) and mailed to 105 Broadway
Place, Anamosa IA 52205. For
appointment to drop off/pick up call 462-
4343. They need peas, pancake syrup,
canned potatoes.

LWR: We will not try to do our annual
Lutheran World Relief kits and quilts
projects this fall. If you would like to
make a donation to the Lutheran World
Relief please go to their website: lwr.org -
Thank you for your generous heart.

First Reading: The Book of the Prophet Isaiah 55:1-5 NIV
(please use your bible)

When the Prophet Isaiah began his second period of writing, the
Hebrew people had been in exile for about fifty years in the land of the
Babylonians, 500 miles to the east, across a desert and some mountains
from their homeland. Two generations earlier, Jerusalem had been
destroyed and the people either scattered or killed. The City of Peace
remained desolate though not completely uninhabited. In 539 BCE,
Cyrus of Persia conquered the Babylonians, and much to the Jews’
surprise, released them so they could return to the land of their
forefathers in Judea. Second Isaiah was writing from this place of exile
in the advent (time of waiting and preparation) of their return home.
While he is filled with jubilation, the Jewish people are filled with fear
and anxiety because most of them do not know how they will make the
treacherous 1500 kilometer trek or what to expect when they get to
Jerusalem. Most had only heard about Jerusalem from their elders. The
sound of the prophet’s words turn from trying to make sense out of their
suffering and punishment to accolades for Yahweh God who had been
taking care of them all along.

Isaiah is using highly poetic language to lift the hearts of his fellow
Israelites as they prepare for an arduous journey. For the most part, they
are very poor people; most with money chose to remain in Babylonia to
participate in the merchant world. They had lost their king and the royal
family. You can hear them asking, “Freedom, great! But who will lead
us? Who will be the mouthpiece of our God? Where is the chosen one?
The city of our God is destroyed.” Isaiah responds by telling them that
they need not expect a new king in the line of David (in fact, Isaiah
breaks with tradition when he intimates that Cyrus is the messianic
figure for them, but cannot serve as their leader because he is not
Jewish.) Isaiah encourages the people to understand that their covenant
with Yahweh has not been broken. Even though the king had previously
been the witness of God to the world, in the absence of a king, they are
called to be Yahweh’s witnesses to the world. They are being formed by
God into the people of the New Jerusalem (God’s reign) where they will
no longer languish in their poverty but sit down to a lavish banquet with
no additional cost to them. Their faithfulness alone has repaired the
injured relationship with God. They have endured their suffering,
separation, and emptiness; now God will fill them up again with wine
and milk, the fruits of the Promised Land. This meal is one of
fellowship with God, a real act of conciliation and friendship offered
to anyone who will come to Zion (the more ancient name for Jerusalem.)

It is perhaps difficult for us who live in comfort and luxury to place
ourselves in this story. We are more like the Hebrew people before they
fell into exile: wealthy, distracted, self-confident, and disassociated
from the poor, crippled, troubled, and destitute. Our tendency to be self-
sufficient is exactly the sin, according to Isaiah, that led the Jewish
people to their time of separation. The time in exile, away from their
creature comforts, bottomless wine skins, sprawling homes, and vast
vineyards was to remind them that they need God and are to love one
another as a mirror of God’s love. The message hasn’t changed.

Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21

Second Reading: Paul’s letter to the Christians in Rome 9: 1-5

Nothing can separate us from the love of Christ, not even disbelief.
Paul’s passionate praise of God’s undying love gets applied to his
brothers and sisters in the Jewish faith who are not able to accept Jesus
as the Messiah. Having tasted the goodness of a relationship with
Christ, Paul exclaims that he cannot imagine being separated from his
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Savior, which leads him to dismay about those who do not have the
benefit of the same relationship and the same faith-filled community.

According to Paul, salvation in God’s Kingdom is no longer
determined by ethnicity, as the Jews were convinced, but rather flows
from faith in God’s power through Christ. In Rome, there were Gentile
and Jewish Christians, both professing belief in Christ and being saved.
The non-Christian Jews took exception with this because it seemed as
though Paul was saying that even though they were the Chosen People
of the Covenant, Gentiles were being saved before them. How could
this be? After all, the Gentiles had rejected Yahweh’s covenant. Paul
patiently explains in verses that are not included in today’s reading that
God does in fact make choices and they are not always aligned with
human logic; all they need do is look at their own history. God chose
Isaac over the firstborn Ishmael. God chose Jacob over the first born
Esau. Likewise, in this first generation after Jesus’ resurrection, God
was electing Gentiles to be saved through His Son. The covenant was
fulfilled and made new. Each Jew had the same choice: struggle for
salvation through the old “dead” Law, or choose to follow the Law of
new life established by Christ and know salvation today!

Gospel: Matthew 14:13-21
As you listen to the gospel today, answer these questions:

What was Jesus’ reaction to the death of John the Baptist? What do you know
about the relationship between Jesus and John that would explain his
reaction?

What was Jesus reaction to the crowds when they found him? What did he do
first?

What is “the blessing” Jesus prayed? To whom did he pray it?

How many baskets of fragments were left over after everyone had eaten?
What was the miracle, or miracles, performed in this story? Who performed
them?

The actions of Jesus in this gospel passage touch people on many
levels, but mainly they revolve around “being nourished.” In order to
sufficiently grieve the loss of his friend, relative, and mentor, Jesus had
to feed himself with prayer and alone time. As a result, he was able to
feed the peoples’ needs with cures and bread and hope in a God who is
generous and faithful and present. Because of these actions, the people
were able to see past Jesus’ lowliness and be led. With full stomachs,
these peasants were able to hear the words of Good News. With healed
feet, hands, and bodies they were able to accept the power of Yahweh
God working through this man. Unity was restored as cripples,
carpenters, fishermen and the previously unclean returned to dignified
work and places of righteousness within the community. The meal
blessing from the lips of Jesus created in the people’s minds the notion
that despite being from many villages and walks of life, they were
family. The reign of God was made real in their lives.

Because of his own grief over the death of John, Jesus is able to
meet the people in the deserted place of their own grief. Unlike the
indifferent religious leaders who opposed and killed John, Jesus
responds with compassion and brings them honor by restoring the lowly
to their rightful place within the kingdom of heaven. These people have
come from the safety of their villages to a desolate place because of
their need and search for a caring God. They stay because of their
encounter with Jesus. At the end of the day, the disciples wanted to send
the people away, thinking they only have enough food for themselves.

But in the vain of John the Baptizer, Jesus challenges their perception of

the Kingdom when he says, “You feed them.” Jesus takes what is
common to the people and does what the head of a household would do
at any family meal: he blesses God for providing the food, breaks it, and

In home care help needed: Gale
Kleppe is looking for someone/s to
spend some time with his wife, Karen
who has dementia, while he is away at
work. He has some helpers but
especially needs help for Monday’s or
Fridays. If you would like more info
please call Gale at 319-480-2118.

Book Study: Pastor Rodney plans to
lead two sections of a study on the book,
The Wisdom Pattern: Order, Disorder,
Reorder, by Richard Rohr, Franciscan
Media, 2020.

Those who are interested will meet
weekly via Zoom for 12 weeks.

The first session will be Thursdays, 10-
11:30 a.m. Aug. 27, Sept. 3, 10, 17, 24,
Oct. 1,8, 15, 22,29, Nov. 5,12, 19.

The second will be Mondays, 2:30-4 p.m.
Aug. 31, Sept. 14, 21, 28, Oct. 5 12, 19,
26,Nov. 2,9, 16, 23.

We may break into small groups for
discussion from time to time. Acquire
the book for yourself then register for
the sessions by contacting the office
(462-4841) or P.R. via email or text
(389-6153) by Aug. 21.

17th Annual Jones County School
Supply Drive

Supplies needed: Backpacks, pencil bags
and boxes, colored pencils, colored
markers, expo markers, glue sticks, loose
leaf paper (wide ruled), highlighters,
spiral notebooks (wide ruled), crayons
(24 pack), pencils and glue bottles.

Drop off sites: Monticello Express, Citizen
State Bank (Oxford Junction, Wyoming)
Olin City Hall, Journal Eureka (Anamosa),
Edward Jones/Shear Inspiration
(Anamosa). Take advantage of the school
supplies sales now to stretch your
donation dollars.

e Supplies will be delivered to the
student's school district.

o Financial contributions for the purchase
of supplies can be mailed to: Jones
County Family Council, PO Box 472,
Anamosa A 52205 Questions call Sherri
at 319-551-3402.

The Pulse will be published weekly
and the deadline is 9:00 a.m. on Mondays.



then passes it out through the family members. All the
people are fed because they immediately recognize that
they are in the presence of God; despite what the
religious leaders had been telling them for generations,
they realize they are significant members of God’s
family. Jesus stayed with them in their desolation and
hearts were renewed.

The meal in which all were abundantly and
completely fed was a real experience of a meal in the
kingdom of heaven. Healing, blessing, enough food for
everyone regardless of status, uniting in new
community, nourishing, and satisfying: all of these
describe the banquet God has prepared for those who
believe. This idealized scene calls to mind the human
experience of Paradise as God established it so long ago
(Genesis 1). If Paradise is being reestablished, then Jews
and Gentiles, previously separated children of creation,
must sit down at meal together. This would have been
especially hard for the Jews to imagine and accept, but
is the key to bringing about God’s predestined plan for
humanity. Those who were with Jesus experienced it
then. The members of Matthew’s community desired to
experience it in 80 CE. Those of us who are with Jesus
can experience it now.

It is significant that twelve baskets of fragments
were gathered together after all had eaten. Twelve is an
inclusive number of completeness and abundance.
Twelve was the number of Apostles Jesus had chosen
from among all his disciples. For him and the Jews who
encountered them, this reflected the number of tribes
which had historically comprised Israel. Jesus was
establishing in these people the new Israel. The Apostles
were not themselves the new Israel, but in and through
them, the future of the people established in God’s
covenant could be imaged. This is symbolized in their
distribution of the blessed bread.

This Matthean story is a Eucharistic one. In God’s
kingdom called the new Israel (the Christian
community), all people were/are invited to the banquet
and all will be fed through God’s generous mercy. Jesus
takes what is already provided and gives thanks to God;
he models a thankful heart. When the food originally
thought to be scarce was broken and shared, it was
found to be enough. This real experience of abundant
food is also a metaphor for the lives of those who attach
themselves to the Christian community. When faith-
filled people unite themselves in expressing
thanksgiving to God and share what God has provided,
there is no need, no fear, no isolation, no spiritual
hunger. The point is, any time in history, when people
open themselves to God’s blessing, all are “fed” because
there is fullness and abundance in God’s kindom.

For further reflection, recognize that Matthew
contrasts this feeding of the people with the preceding
story of John the Baptist’s death. Two banquets are
highlighted with very different purposes and results.
Herod’s banquet was held in a palace for dignitaries. It
was riddled with scheming and dishonorable arrogance
that even led to John’s murder; after all, he was killed
without a trial. Herod is the “king of Israel” yet exhibits

little concern for the people over whom he rules. He feeds
his own. In contrast, Jesus’ banquet is held in a deserted
place with the lowly masses of peasant folks around the
Sea of Galilee. Jesus is considered the lowest of the lowly
because he is a carpenter’s son, yet he is able to bring the
nourishment of God’s love to far more people than any of
the Jewish leadership. The number of people fed in
Matthew’s story could have equaled about 25,000 or one-
tenth of all the people in Palestine at that time.

Which banquet would you most likely attend? Which
banquet is most like the Eucharist?

Taking it home:
Who needs to remain with you in a deserted place right now?

Recount a time you relied on your faith community and
experienced the presence of God.

Have you ever come under threat because of your faith in Jesus?

Can you describe a time when you thought there was not going to
be enough of something, but because of prayer and blessing in
a community, there turned out to be plenty?

Identify somebody in your life who needs to be fed. You may
need to take some quiet, alone time to really get in touch with
the needs of yourself or another. Don’t be afraid of the
silence.... Invite her or him or them to a meal.

Choose to fast a day this week so you might better hear with your
heart (and stomach) the situation of the poor and exiled. This
is the foundation of wisdom.

Make up your mind now to turn off the TV, radio, phone, and any
other distracting device so you can enjoy time with your
family at a meal. Make sure it lasts no less than 20 minutes.
Thank God at the beginning and the end of the meal.

Mindfulness (set aside five minutes. breathe and read through three
times. Which words or ideas hold energy for you? What images and
feelings emerge in your imagination?)

— “Nothing is more important to human beings than an
ecologically functioning, life sustaining biosphere on the earth. It
is the only habitable place we know of in a forbidding universe.
We all depend on it to live and we are compelled to share it; it is
our only home ... the earth's biosphere seems almost magically
suited to human beings and indeed it is, for we evolved through
eons of intimate immersion within it. We cannot live long or well
without a functioning biosphere, and so it is worth everything we
have.” — Joseph Guth

“It is important to know that the opposite of faith is not doubt, but

in fact, certitude and the demand for certitude!”
— Richard Rohr, Eager to Love: The Alternative Way of Francis of Assisi

“We do not think ourselves into new ways of living. We live

ourselves into new ways of thinking.”
— Richard Rohr, Everything Belongs: The Gift of Contemplative Prayer

Declaration on the Way: Church, Ministry and Eucharist, is a
declaration of the consensus achieved by Lutherans and Catholics as the

result of ecumenical dialogue between the two communions between 1965
and 2015.

II. STATEMENT OF AGREEMENTS: B. Agreements on Ordained
Ministry.

Ministry Serving Worldwide Unity (26) Catholics and Lutherans
affirm together that all ministry, to the degree that it serves the
koinonia of salvation, also serves the unity of the worldwide church
and that together we long for a more complete realization of this
unity. C. Agreements on the Eucharist

High Esteem for Eucharistic Union with Christ in Holy
Communion (27) Lutherans and Catholics agree in esteeming
highly the spiritual benefits of union with the risen Christ given to
them as they receive his body and blood in Holy Communion.
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