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Congratulations to the  
Confirmation Class of 2020 

 

Nine youth were confirmed at our outdoor service on 
June 28, 2020.  
 
Back row: (L-R) Alex Kenny, Grant Lubben, Sam 
Kenny, Maddy Fischer, Kaylee Fairbanks and (Pastor 
Rodney).  
 

Front row: (L-R) Easton Wheeler, Carter Keuhl, Skylar 
Hollett, and Allie Geltz 

Confirmand Faith Statements 
 

Skylar:  2 Pt 1:5-6  “5 For this very reason, make 
every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to 
goodness, knowledge; 6 and to knowledge, self-
control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to 
perseverance, godliness” 
 

I want to continue my journey not by myself but with 
Jesus & God by my side helping me with everyday life. 
 

Maddy: I believe that God loves everyone equally, and 
so I should try to love even my worst enemy. As a 
Christian, it’s my goal to grow in this notion that you 
should “love thy neighbor, as you love yourself”. I’ll 
admit I do struggle a lot with this. I, of course, have 
people I dislike, and I can’t really change that. But I 
believe that if God can love everyone, I can too. I’ve 
been trying to grow in this attitude and think often of 
1 Corinthians 13, “4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does 
not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It does not 
dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily 
angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6 Love does not 
delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always 

protects, always trusts, always hopes, always 
perseveres.” 
 

Sam: - I was born and baptized to come closer to God 
and do his will. After completing confirmation, I can 
continue to serve him and live life through him. 
My parents raised me to respect and be kind to the 
people I meet and have set a great example for me 
going forward. My favorite Bible verse is Jeremiah 
29:11, “‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares 
the Lord, ‘Plans to prosper you and not harm you, 
plans to give you hope and a future.’”  
I chose this because as long as we stay loyal to him, he 
will always protect us and provide for us what we 
need. Becoming a member of this congregation is what 
is best for me to continue to grow spiritually and to 
better serve him. 
 

Grant: John 3: 16   I felt like it was needed in this 
chapter of my life.  “For God so loved the world, that 
he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believes in him should not perish, but have eternal 
life.”  I believe things happen for a reason and a 
purpose. {God’s?}  My relationship with God is very C

o
n

ti
n

u
ed

 o
n

 P
a

g
e 

8
 



 

 

Since the July Twin Cities mission trip was 
canceled, the high school students changed their 
plans. Two days of community outreach and 
team building were planned locally. On July 28th, 
they helped clean and organize wheelchairs and 
walkers for the Iowa Wheels for the World 
program in Cedar Rapids. Then they were able to 
experience God's beauty at Prairiewoods 
Franciscan Spirituality Center in Hiawatha, 
where they ate lunch and toured the outdoor 
areas.  
On the 29th, they went to Anamosa Care Center 
and played window games and drew pictures 
with some of the residents. Following that, they 
put together 60 care packages to be shared with 
all of the residents of the care center and 
Woodland Park. They finished off the day with a 
scavenger hunt on Main Street. It was a great 
two days! Thanks to Jodie Ludwig and Jody 
Fairbanks for chaperoning these events!  (Care 
Center photos next week) 

Youth Community Outreach 

Youth:  Sean Hollett, Seth Secrist, Grant Lubben, Grace 
Lubben, Ruby Robertson, Maya Ludwig, Chelsea Holland, 
Kaylee Fairbanks.  
Chaperones: Jodie Ludwig (and Avery), Jody Fairbanks, 
Pastor Rodney, Barb Wilson. 



 

 

 
17th Annual Jones County School 
Supply Drive 
Supplies needed: Backpacks, pencil bags 
and boxes, colored pencils, colored 
markers, expo markers, glue sticks, loose 
leaf paper (wide ruled), highlighters, 
spiral notebooks (wide ruled), crayons 
(24 pack), pencils and glue bottles.  
 

Drop off sites: Monticello Express, Citizen 
State Bank (Oxford Junction, Wyoming) 
Olin City Hall, Journal Eureka (Anamosa), 
Edward Jones/Shear Inspiration 
(Anamosa). Take advantage of the school 
supplies sales now to stretch your 
donation dollars.  
 

 Supplies will be delivered to the 
student's school district. 

 Financial contributions for the purchase 
of supplies can be mailed to: Jones 
County Family Council, PO Box 472, 
Anamosa IA 52205 Questions call Sherri 
at 319-551-3402. 

Thank you St. Paul... for your support of our 
Community’s students as we meet the Thrivent $500 
School Supply Challenge. Please use the shopping list 
provided. Checks toward the $100 cash donation 
challenge can be made out to St. Paul Lutheran Church 
with School Supply Drive in the memo. Donations will 
be accepted next Sunday at Church-in-the-Park or can 
be brought to the Ed building during the week. If you 
prefer to drop your donations in the community drop 
off sites, or have already donated and want to be part 
of the St. Paul Thrivent Challenge, please let one of 
your Challenge team members know the approximate 
amount of your gift, and it will be added to our final 
tally. Team Members: Myra Powell, Shawna Giegerich, 
Barb Wilson, Ed Gerst, Virginia Danielson  



 

 

First Reading: The First Book of Kings 19:9 – 18 (please use 
your bibles) 
 

 In this historical book, we hear of Elijah the Prophet’s exploits 
during the reign of King Ahab (approx. 850 BCE). When today’s 
story picks up, Elijah is fleeing for his life. He had recently 
challenged the priests of the Canaanite god Ba’al proving that his 
God, Yahweh, was indeed the one, true, powerful God by calling 
lightening down from the sky to start a ritual fire and then having all 
the priests slaughtered. Jezebel, Ahab’s queen and a devotee of 
Ba’al, threatened Elijah’s life. He had already proclaimed a drought 
upon the land in the name of Yahweh because the Israelite people 
whom Ahab was supposed to be leading had turned their backs on 
Yahweh. The people, partly because of Jezebel’s influence, had torn 
down the altars to Yahweh, forsaken the covenant, and put prophets 
to the sword. Elijah was dismayed at the violence and evil prevalent 
in the land of Israel, and so, he ran south from Mount Carmel (west 
of the Sea of Galilee about 30 miles) to the Negev Desert about 120 
miles to the south. He left his assistant on the edge of the desert in 
the area of Beer-Sheba, the ancient village of Abraham, and traveled 
into the desert alone. Elijah spent 40 days and nights (symbolic for 
“a long time”) wandering in the desert, searching for Yahweh, 
facing his personal demon of despair, and feeling quite abandoned. 
He eventually arrived at Mount Horeb (another name for Mount 
Sinai),  the same mountain where Moses had encountered the Lord 
and received the covenantal laws (10 commandments or Words) 
from God. Elijah found a cave and hid there, seeking protection and 
waiting for God to become present. 
 God does in fact show up! God instructs Elijah to leave the 
shelter of the cave in order to see the Lord passing by. But Elijah 
does not leave the cave; there is too much peril outside and frankly, 
he’s moping. A mighty wind is crushing rocks and rending the 
mountainside. An earthquake adds to the drama which is quickly 
followed by a fire being wind-whipped through the wadi (dry river 
bed). All of these natural events add to Elijah’s terror and on a gut 
level he feels despair after his dealings with the people of Israel. 
Elijah is no longer able to find God in any of these powerful natural 
events. 
 But then, as he cowers in the darkness of his cave, a tiny 
whispering sound makes its way to his ears. A noisy silence finds 
his senses. The hair on his arms jumps up on goose bumps, and he 
suddenly realizes that God is right there with him, as close to him as 
his own perspiration and pounding heart. And at the utter intimacy 
of it all, Elijah hides his face in his cloak and walks to the entrance 
of the cave, ready to face the light, no longer afraid.  
 

Psalm 85:8-13   NIV     
 

Second Reading:  Paul’s letter to the Christian community in 
Rome 10:5-15  NIV 

In Mediterranean thought, there are three spiritual zones: the 

 

Jones County Food Bank: To donate 
money, make checks payable to Jones 
County Community Food Bank (NOT 
HACAP) and mailed to 105 Broadway 
Place, Anamosa IA 52205. For 
appointment to drop off/pick up call 462-
4343. They need mixed vegetables, 
canned pineapple, canned apricots & beef 
stew.  
 

GriefShare will meet on Tuesday 
evenings at 6:00 p.m. outside at the table 
in the parking lot lower level of the CE 
building, weather permitting. Masks are 
not mandatory but social distancing will 
be enforced. This will be talking sessions 
only. All are welcome. 
 

Wedding Photos appreciated: If you 
were married at St. Paul Lutheran Church 
from 2000– 2020 we would like to have a 
copy of your wedding picture for the 
2023 Anniversary Book (or before 2000 
if you have not turned it in already). 
Please include your names (women’s 
maiden name) and date you were 
married. Please send electronically if 
possible to stpaulanamosa@gmail.com or 
bring a photo to the office to be scanned. 
We appreciate your efforts.  
 

2020 Anniversary Book Photos 
Needed: We are also looking for snap 
shots of special celebrations that 
happened at St. Paul. Please email or 
bring your photos to the office, include 
names and dates.  

The Pulse will be published weekly 
and the deadline is 9:00 a.m. on Mondays.  

Please Pray for the Following People 
(Why people want prayers isn’t important,  

the prayers are!) 
 

For Keith Tish (Marcy Pate’s father), Pastor 
Beener, Lynn Rickels, Troy Lyon, Marty 
Rowland, Denny Oltmann; for all facing 
issues from the corona virus—sickness or 
social isolation. 
 

To add a name call or email Lois at 462-4841/
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com. Names will be listed for 4 
weeks and may be renewed.  

Introduction: Elijah finds the presence of God not in earthquake, 

wind, or fire, but in the sound of sheer silence. When the disciples 
face a great storm on the sea, they cry out with fear. Jesus says: “Take 
heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” Amid the storms of life, we gather to 

seek the calm presence of Christ that soothes our fears. In 
comforting words of scripture and in the refreshing bread and cup of 

the eucharist, God grants us peace and sends us forth to be a sign of 
God’s presence to others. 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g


 

 

heart/mouth, the eyes/ears, and the feet/hands. A person’s spiritual 
life is the pursuit of keeping the three zones in balance. It was 
presumed that if someone was ill, it was because a zone was not in 
alignment with the energy of God. 
 Remember last week’s second reading:  you will know a person’s 
heart by what s/he speaks? Paul is continuing that idea by relating 
the truism to faith. The Hebrews held that if you believed in a saving 
God, then you would act upon that belief by following the Law; this 
included worship, sacrifice, prayer, almsgiving, and fasting. The 
Romans wanted to know if the same was true for them when they 
claimed faith in Jesus Christ. Did they have to show it? Because 
claiming belief in Jesus could bring ridicule or even persecution. 
Wasn’t it enough to believe it in your heart? 
 Paul wanted his Roman community to see that when it comes to 
proclaiming faith, there is no difference between them and the Jews. 
If someone has a genuine love relationship with God, then his or her 
speech is going to reflect that. It is incomplete to say, “I’ll stay in 
my room and talk to God. I don’t really have to do anything beyond 
that.” {This can be heard more and more today}. There seems to be 
a disconnect between people’s “spirituality” and their acting upon 
that relationship. True spirituality, true faith, according to Paul must 
include verbalizing it and letting it be seen. Because Paul lived in a 
time when people were not very introspective, the commonly held 
belief was that one could only know what another believed by 
observing their outward actions. Motive and attitude were interior 
realities; the place where God held court. A human could not truly 
know another’s heart except by what was observed. Therein lays the 
tremendous need and call for people to align their actions with their 
hearts. The shame that Paul refers to is the kind that comes from the 
divisiveness and dishonesty of unbelief. Those who professed a 
belief in Jesus were often shamed by their families and communities 
for having changed the status quo. Paul’s claim is that shame will be 
removed within the family of Christian believers where equality, 
integrity, and generosity are experienced anew.  
 
 
Gospel:  Matthew 14:22-33 NIV  {Often referred to as “Walking 
on the Water”} 
 This is no easy feat, and it takes terrifying them to death before 
they are able to believe. Let’s visit the story. Jesus needs some time 
alone before they continue the mission into the Gentile (non-Jewish) 
territory. For a Jew, this was a challenge. While Jesus is preparing, 
he tells the disciples to precede him in boats to the other (Gentile) 
side of the Sea of Galilee. They too are troubled. What lies ahead in 
this foreign region? Who will try to challenge us? Do we really want 
to be associated with this guy so many seem to hate? The inner 
turmoil of being sent to evangelize the enemy had them emotionally 
upset, and the winds had the waters of the sea upset. In the midst of 
this storm, the disciples became so frightened they imagined death 
was eminent. When Jesus approaches them on the water, they cry 
out in anguish and fear, “It’s a ghost!!”  If they were seeing a ghost, 
it meant they were already dead, because in the ancient mind, ghosts 
or spirits are only apparent in the realm of the dead. If they were 
seeing a ghost, it could also mean that God’s judgment had been 
exacted on the world and the tombs had been opened. Either way, it 
didn’t bode well for them. 
 But Jesus calls out to them, “It is I,” in an effort to quell their 
fear. The more literal translation of the Aramaic is “I Am,” the 
traditional name for God {recall Moses’ conversation with Yahweh 

 

In home care help needed: Gale Kleppe, 
St. Paul member, is seeking assistance 
with his wife Karen. Following some 
recent medical procedures, Karen has 
been having periods of forgetfulness and 
confusion. Gale needs people (16 years 
and older) to companion her during day 
while he goes to work. NO administering 
of medication; just accompanying and 
encouraging her. You can engage your 
own hobbies (knitting, reading, composing 
music...) or pasttimes while being with 
her. Pay is negotiable. Immediate need is 
for Monday and Friday, 6 am. - 5 p.m.  Any 
or all of that time is appreciated. Other 
days of the week would be welcome. 
Contact Gale directly if you can offer some 
assistance: 480-2118. 
 
 

Book Study: Pastor Rodney plans to lead 
two sections of a study on the book, The 
Wisdom Pattern: Order, Disorder, 
Reorder, by Richard Rohr, Franciscan 
Media, 2020. 
 

Those who are interested will meet 
weekly via Zoom for 12 weeks.  
 

The first session will be Thursdays, 10-
11:30 a.m. Aug. 27, Sept. 3, 10, 17, 24, Oct. 
1, 8, 15, 22, 29, Nov. 5, 12, 19.  
 

The second will be Mondays, 2:30-4 p.m. 
Aug. 31, Sept. 14, 21, 28, Oct. 5 12, 19, 26, 
Nov. 2, 9, 16, 23. 
 

We may break into small groups for 
discussion from time to time. Acquire the 
book for yourself then register for the 
sessions by contacting the office (462-
4841) or P.R. via email or text (389-6153) 
by Aug. 21. 

 
Sunday Outdoor Services at Wapsi-
Ana Park at 10:30 A.M. August 9 -
September 28.  
 
Taped services can be found on St. 
Paul website, St. Paul YouTube page 
and Facebook.  
 
An e-blast will be sent by 9:00 a.m. 
Sunday mornings if there is a 
cancelation.  



 

 

at the burning bush when God reveals his name to 
Moses.}  Peter, as the leader, calls out to Jesus in 
disbelief. Jesus challenges him to walk above the 
chaos to meet him. As long as Peter is focused on 
Jesus, he is fine, but as soon as his fear wells up, he 
begins to sink into the stormy waters. Jesus reaches 
out in a gesture consistent with a Savior, and pulls 
him out of the depths. When they climbed into the 
boat, the storm calmed and the disciples proclaimed 
their new found trust in him as the instrument of 
God’s power. This parallels the experience of an 
adult who professes faith in Jesus the Christ and is 
baptized into “the boat,” the Christian community. 
The comforting news is that when we flounder in 
doubt or get distracted by the chaos in our lives (like 
unemployment, a squabbling inefficient government, 
illness, etc.) Christ is ready to reach out and lift us 
above the turmoil. 
 Why did Jesus respond, “I am?”  Recall, part of 
the struggle for faith was with Jesus’ identity. The 
point of this story is to convince everyone once and 
for all that Jesus had the power of God flowing 
through him. If his miracles weren’t enough, his 
power over natural forces like gravity in water and 
the winds of the storm certainly were. He was the one 
who wielded power over the pagan gods of the 
Canaanite people: sea, wind, creatures, etc. The title, 
“I Am” is used by Matthew to communicate 
immediately to his readers that Jesus is the chosen 
one of God. Those who are in the boat are protected 
by the power of the one who controls all forces in this 
world. Furthermore, this story is an allusion back to 
Genesis 1:1. Matter existed as chaotic waters, and 
God was present as RUA CH -- a wind/spirit/breath 
that hovered over the void. When God spoke the 
Word, the chaos took on form and order. There was 
creation. Similarly, Jesus “hovers” over the chaos and 
brings order to it through the community of beloved 
disciples, later called the Church and the barque of 
Peter. 
 There is a lot of symbolism in this story. The sea 
can represent life’s turmoil that surrounds us 
constantly but sometimes get pretty rough. Walking 
on water is the act of a disciple who steps out of the 
boat of safety while taking a risk. Unfortunately, for 
most of us, when we venture away from the 
community of believers and try to become too 
independent, like Peter, we lose sight of Christ and 
become overwhelmed by turmoil and chaos to the 
point of death. But God is there to save, and Jesus the 
most visible sign of that loving God is present to us. 
Stay focused on Christ, cry out for help when 
necessary, and know God’s power. 
 

Taking it to the Terrified:  
 

Discuss this with someone: “When did you first 
understand that you are really saved by grace 
through faith in Christ?”  {Was it at church, a 

retreat, during a crisis, from parents or a faith-filled 
friend…, Other?} 

 

Recall a time you stepped out of the boat to risk 
following Jesus. What happened? How did the 
experience change you? 

 

Name the forces that are causing the waters of your life 
to be whipped up. Which ones can you control? 
Which ones are out of your control?  Ask Jesus to 
help you with any fear or distractions. 

 

Describe the Law that guides you? 
 

Intentionally sit in silence for ten minutes each evening 
this week. Listen with your whole body for the 
presence of God. 

 
Mindfulness (set aside five minutes. breathe and read through three 

times. Which words or ideas hold energy for you? What images and 
feelings emerge in your imagination?)  

“The genius of the Gospel was that it included the 
problem inside the solution. The falling became the 
standing. The stumbling became the finding. The 
dying became the rising. The raft became the shore. 
The small self cannot see this very easily, because it 
doubts itself too much, is still too fragile, and is 
caught up in the tragedy of it all. It has not lived long 
enough to see the big patterns. No wonder so many 
of our young commit suicide. This is exactly why we 
need elders and those who can mirror life truthfully 
and foundationally for the young. Intimate I-Thou 
relationships are the greatest mirrors of all, so we 
dare not avoid them, but for the young they have 
perhaps not yet taken place at any depth, so young 
people are always very fragile.”  
― Richard Rohr, Falling Upward: A Spirituality for the Two 
Halves of Life 
 
 

Declaration on the Way: Church, Ministry and 
Eucharist, is a declaration of the consensus achieved by 
Lutherans and Catholics as the result of ecumenical 
dialogue between the two communions between 1965 and 
2015. 
 

II. STATEMENT OF AGREEMENTS: C. High Esteem 
for Eucharistic Union with Christ in Holy Communion 
(28) Catholics and Lutherans agree that in Eucharistic 
worship the church participates in a unique way in the life 
of the Trinity: In the power of the Holy Spirit, called 
down upon the gifts and the worshiping community, 
believers have access to the glorified flesh and blood of 
Christ the Son as our food, and are brought in union with 
him and with each other to the Father. Eucharist as 
Reconciling Sacrifice of Christ and as Sacrifice of the 
Church’s Praise and Thanksgiving (29) Catholics and 
Lutherans agree that Eucharistic worship is the memorial 
(anamnesis) of Jesus Christ, present as the one crucified 
for us and risen, that is, in his sacrificial self-giving for us 
in his death and in his resurrection (Romans 4:25), to 
which the church responds with its sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/7919.Richard_Rohr
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/14857469
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/14857469


 

 

A Statement of the Southeastern Iowa Synod Council 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
Adopted July 18, 2020  (used with permission) 

 
In response to the social unrest ignited by the killing of George Floyd on May 25, 2020, and the subsequent cries for 
racial justice in our nation, and in acknowledgement of the systematic racism that infects our nation, and this 
church, the Synod Council of the Southeastern Iowa Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, 
 
 Condemns the killing of George Floyd, and all acts of injustice against Black, Indigenous, and People of Color 

(BIPOC); 
 

 Identifies racism as a sin both against God and against our neighbors; the1993 ELCA social statement Freed in 
Christ: Race, Ethnicity, and Culture, which confessed the sin of racism, defined as “a mix of power, privilege, and 
prejudice—is sin, a violation of God’s intention for humanity. The resulting racial, ethnic, or cultural barriers deny 
the truth that all people are God’s creatures and, therefore, persons of dignity.  Racism fractures and fragments 
both church and society.”1 

 

 Confesses our own participation in systems and structures that perpetuate racial injustice, both by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone, and we ask for God’s forgiveness; for “our historical complicity in slavery 
and its enduring legacy of racism in the United States and globally. We lament the white church’s failure to work 
for the abolition of slavery and the perpetuation of racism in this church. We confess, repent and repudiate the 
times when this church has been silent in the face of racial injustice.”2 

 

 Supports law enforcement reform that holds accountable officials and agencies that continue to perpetrate 
unjust and violent acts against BIPOC and against others who are, by virtue of their low economic standing, 
particularly vulnerable;  

 

 Denounces systemic bias in this country’s judicial system, including delayed arrests and indictments in civil rights 
cases, especially cases of police brutality;3 

 

 Encourages reform of the systematic racial and socio-economic disparities the judicial system, including the cash 
bail system, the right to legal defense, and sentencing laws, and the mass incarceration of BIPOC;4 

 

 Calls on all congregations and ministry partners of this synod to seek positive ways to work toward racial justice 
in our church, in our communities, and in our nation, when possible, engaging with persons and agencies in our 
communities already engaged in the work of racial justice; 

 

 Commits to seek intentional opportunities to listen deeply to BIPOC in and across our synod, learning from one 
another how to be advocates for change and agents of reconciliation in the name of Jesus Christ; 

 

 Commits to the work of advocacy, calling upon leaders in local, state, and federal government to support 
legislation and executive actions that has the potential of effecting real and lasting change toward justice for all 
of God’s people; 

 

 Commits to engaging and strengthening the Southeastern Iowa Synod Anti-Racism Network, while seeking to 
cultivate additional means by which we will be held accountable in living out the commitments of this statement. 
www.seiasynod.org/anti-racism-network 

 
 

1 Freed in Christ: Race, Ethnicity, and Culture (Chicago: Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, 1993), 2. 
https://www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Race-Ethnicity-and-Culture 
 

2 Declaration of the ELCA to People of African Descent (Chicago: Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, 2019), 
1. https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Slavery_Apology_Explanation.pdf 
 

3 The Church and Criminal Justice: Hearing the Cries (Chicago: Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, 2013) 
https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Criminal_JusticeSS.pdf 



 

 

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
103 East Cedar Street 

Anamosa, IA 52205 

Return Service Requested 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
          

Sunday 
10:30 AM 

 

Wapsi-Ana Park 
(an e-blast will be issued by 9:00 A.M.  

if service is canceled) 
 

Taped service is also available on YouTube, 
Facebook and website.  

 

(Continued from Page 1) good because I try to go to 
church every week and even on Wednesday. Going 
through this by yourself would be tough but I know that 
God is with me and with us. 
 

Easton - One of my favorite bible verses is “I can do all 
things through Christ who strengthens me.” Philippians 

4:13. What this means to me is that if I believe in God, 
my belief and faith in him gives me strength and 
courage. Another bible verse that means a lot to me is: 
“In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make 
your path straight.” Proverbs 3:6. I believe this means if 
you believe in God he will give you guidance to point 
you in the right direction through life. 
 

Allie: Although, I have doubted God many times, in my 
grandma's sickness, in school, and at home. But I still 
trust in him. One of my favorite verses from the Bible 
that helps me remember these is from Joshua Chapter 1 
verse 9 and it says, “Be Strong and Courageous Do Not 
be Afraid or Discouraged for the Lord your God will be 
with You Wherever You Go.” 
This verse tells me that wherever I go, God will always 
be there and I shall not be afraid of what comes to me. I 
plan on trusting God the rest of my life and to 
remember that he is always an option to talk to. 
 

 

Carter:  Joshua 1:9  9 Have I not commanded you? Be 
strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be 
discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you 
wherever you go.”  
 This verse is important to me because I know the Lord 
is with me everyday, in the good and the bad.  I trust in 
God and know that God is making the right decisions for 
me, not only today, but for the rest of my life. 
 

Alex  - Jesus loves me, this I know for the Bible tells me 
so. How God made me is amazing and wonderful. I 
praise God for that. What God has done is wonderful. I 
know that very well. Psalm 139:14. God also promises 
to take good care of me. God says don't worry about 
anything. Instead, tell God about everything. Ask and 
pray. Give thanks to him. Music is one of my favorite 
gifts that God gives us. 
 

Kaylee:  1 Cor. 16:14  ‘Let all that you do, be done in 

love.’  Be kind to everyone, you never know what 
someone else may be going through. So treat everyone 

with love.   Psalm 46:5  ‘God is within her, she will not 
fall.’ Because God is within you, you have the strength to 
keep pushing through whatever it is that you are going 

through. My grandma Carol helped me in my walk with 
God because she was always talking about all the times 

she had experienced God. 


