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St. Paul Lutheran Church celebrates with  
the Joshua and Samantha White family  

in the Baptism of Madelyn Louise White  
on August 4, 2020.  

 

Madelyn was presented by her parents Joshua 
and Samantha; sister Nora;  Donna and Myron 
White (her sponsors/grandparents, pictured  
left of the font) and grandparents, Lori and 
Tim White (pictured right of the font).  



 

 

First Reading:  The Book of the Prophet Isaiah 56:1, 6-8  NIV 

(please use your bibles) 
 

 This third section of Isaiah’s prophecy was written after the 

Israelites had returned to Jerusalem from exile in Babylon and 

rebuilt the Temple; about 515 BCE. Before they had returned, Isaiah 

explained their suffering and punishment at the hands of the 

Babylonians as part of God’s plan to prepare them to be the Light to 

the Nations. According to Isaiah, just as a father lovingly disciplines 

his child through consequences, so the Jewish people had been 

chastised by their loving God for their violations of the covenantal 

relationship. They had been made dependent upon their God once 

again, purified for the task at hand. During the exile, the priestly 

class also tried to strengthen the solidarity of the Israelites when 

they reintroduced the Book of Deuteronomy which spelled out 

proper ritual practices and principles for observing the Sabbath. 

Chapter 23 reminded the people that eunuchs and many foreigners 

were excluded from membership in “the community of the Lord.” 

Eunuchs were not considered worthy to offer worship to Yahweh, 

the God of Life, because they had been castrated (usually to remove 

temptation while in service to the royal family of the kings) and 

were unable to procreate. Similarly, foreigners did not observe the 

Law Yahweh had shared with his people to live out their loving 

relationship. After all, the Jews were the only people who had 

faithfully responded to the invitation of Yahweh to be His people. In 

their eyes, all the other nations had rejected the invitation Abraham 

had accepted and in dishonoring Yahweh had become unworthy of 

God’s blessings. 

When the returned Israelites finally united in leadership and 

pulled together the resources to rebuild the Temple in Jerusalem 

(recall, they were an impoverished people when they left Babylon) 

they were faced again with the question of who would be allowed to 

offer worthy worship to God. In their midst were the foreigners who 

had inhabited the land during their time away, and some eunuchs of 

Jewish descent who had served under Babylonian or Persian rulers 

while in exile. Would they be categorically excluded even though 

they had been crucial in helping to rebuild the Temple? Some 

reformers held to a strict observance of the tradition that only those 

of the pure Jewish bloodline were worthy of worship and sacrifice.  

 Isaiah’s response hearkens back to an earlier time when God’s 

invitation to worship Him was extended by Abraham to the various 

tribes he encountered in the Promised Land (Canaanites, Amorites, 

 

GriefShare will meet on Tuesday 
evenings at 6:00 p.m. outside at the table 
in the parking lot lower level of the CE 
building, weather permitting. Masks are 
not mandatory but social distancing will 
be enforced. This will be talking sessions 
only. All are welcome. 
 

Jones County Food Bank: To donate 
money, make checks payable to Jones 
County Community Food Bank (NOT 
HACAP) and mailed to 105 Broadway 
Place, Anamosa IA 52205. For 
appointment to drop off/pick up call 462-
4343. They need green beans, pork & 
beans, canned tomatoes.  
 
Book Study: Pastor Rodney plans to 
lead two sections of a study on the book, 
The Wisdom Pattern: Order, Disorder, 
Reorder, by Richard Rohr, Franciscan 
Media, 2020. 
 

Those who are interested will meet 
weekly via Zoom for 12 weeks.  
 

The first session will be Thursdays, 10-
11:30 a.m. Aug. 27, Sept. 3, 10, 17, 24, Oct. 
1, 8, 15, 22, 29, Nov. 5, 12, 19.  
 

The second will be Mondays, 2:30-4 p.m. 
Aug. 31, Sept. 14, 21, 28, Oct. 5 12, 19, 26, 
Nov. 2, 9, 16, 23. 
 

We may break into small groups for 
discussion from time to time. Acquire the 
book for yourself then register for the 
sessions by contacting the office (462-
4841) or P.R. via email or text (389-
6153) by Aug. 21. 

The Pulse will be published weekly 
and the deadline is 9:00 a.m. on Mondays.  

Please Pray for the Following People 
(Why people want prayers isn’t important,  

the prayers are!) 
 

For Keith Tish (Marcy Pate’s father), Pastor 
Beener, Lynn Rickels, Troy Lyon, Marty 
Rowland, Denny Oltmann; for all facing 
issues from the corona virus and the 
derecho storm.  
 

To add a name call or email Lois at 462-4841/
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com. Names will be listed for 4 
weeks and may be renewed.  

Introduction: In Isaiah we hear that God’s house shall be a house 
of prayer for all people and that God will gather the outcasts of 
Israel. The Canaanite woman in today’s gospel is a Gentile, an 
outsider, who is unflinching in her request that Jesus heal her 
daughter. As Jesus commends her bold faith, how might our church 
extend its mission to those on the margins of society? In our 
gathering around word and meal we receive strength to be signs of 
comfort, healing, and justice for those in need.  

https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g


 

 

Hittites, Jebusites, etc). Even though they refused the invitation 

long ago, through Isaiah the Lord God is offering the invitation 

again in the new Temple. God does not see worthy Jew and 

unworthy Gentile. Rather, the Lord reflects compassion and 

inclusivity when he says that all who promise to keep holy the 

Sabbath and observe the Law are recipients of His salvation and 

can offer worthy worship. More radically, eunuchs can establish 

their memorial not through children but by being considered 

righteous in the memory of the community. Their “monument” will 

be their vibrant contribution to the religious life of the community. 

Like any community in history who gathered to hear the 

proclamation of a leader/prophet, a portion of the community 

absolutely disagreed with Isaiah, a portion listened attentively, and 

a portion rejoiced at the words they longed to hear.  
 

Psalm 67  NIV        

                                                                 

Second Reading:  Paul’s letter to the Christian community in 

Rome 11:1-2a, 13-15, 29-32  NIV 
 

Earlier in this letter, Paul expressed his great love for his 

people, the Israelites, despite their inability to accept Jesus as the 

Messiah. But before the Gentiles (non-Jews) in the community get 

too big headed about now being the saved ones through their 

baptisms, Paul offers a few words of humility. Paul reminds the 

Gentiles that they do not replace the Jews but are in fact indebted 

to them because by the Jew’s refusal to accept Jesus as the Messiah 

after his crucifixion and resurrection, the Gentiles now have access 

to the Good News of God’s Kingdom. Paul goes so far as to say 

that the Jew’s disobedience was part of God’s plan, and was 

actually what led to the spreading of the Word throughout the 

world. There is also good news for the Jews; Paul reminds them 

that while they were once disobedient, they need be no longer. God 

still wills their salvation and desires them to come to Him through 

Christ. God offers mercy, because God’s covenant with the Jews is 

rooted in love and is irrevocable (never ending). The overarching 

message from Paul is that Gentile and Jewish Christians are united 

in their collective suffering as humans, their belief in Jesus the 

Messiah, their hope in the promises of the resurrection, their 

historical disobedience, and their sharing of God’s merciful 

compassion. These common experiences should be enough to unite 

them around the one Eucharistic table. 
 

 

Gospel:  Matthew 15: 21-28   NIV 
 

 In order for Jesus to get his disciples to pay him homage and 

call him “Lord,” he had to walk on water, above the chaos of life, 

and lift up an overwhelmed Peter. In today’s reading, a Gentile 

woman who addresses Jesus as Lord, is held up as a faith witness 

to the Jews who have taken so long to believe. This story is 

shocking to Jewish ears because its outcome challenges “the way 

we’ve always done it.” 

 

Sunday Outdoor Services at Wapsi-
Ana Park at 10:30 A.M. NOW through 
September 28.  
 

Taped services can be found on St. Paul 
website, St. Paul YouTube page and 
Facebook.  
 

An e-blast will be sent by 9:00 a.m. 
Sunday mornings if there is a cancelation.  

Balances of St. Paul Bank Accounts  
as of 07/31/2020 

 

Checking Accounts: 
 

General Fund  
Beginning Balance       $71,792.93 
Ending Balance         $66,568.46 
 

Land Maintenance & Repair 
Beginning Balance     $17,195.20 
Ending Balance      $17,615.20 
 

Luther League  
Beginning Balance     $5,518.89 
Ending Balance      $ 0.00 
 

Seminary Support 
Beginning Balance     $809.05 
Ending Balance      $ 0.00 
 

Memorial Trust 
Beginning Balance     $6,115.11 
Ending Balance      $6,115.11 
 

Memorial Money Market     
Beginning Balance     $15,053.18 
Ending Balance      $15,058.29 
 

Savings Accounts 
 

Budget Reserve 
Beginning Balance     $273.90 
Ending Balance      $ 0.00 
 

Land Development      
Beginning Balance     $35,486.87 
Ending Balance      $36,812.92 
 

Luther League        
Beginning Balance     $858.63 
Ending Balance      $ 0.00 
 
 

**Note:  Budget Reserve, Luther League 
Checking & Savings, Seminary Support 
accounts have all been closed.  These 
monies will be shown on the balance sheet 
in designated funds.  Luther League Savings 
a part of the Mission Trip Designated Funds 
and Budget Reserve as General Funds other.  



 

 

 Tyre and Sidon were ancient port cities on the East 

coast of the Mediterranean Sea in modern day 

Lebanon. During Jesus’ time, it was an area still 

heavily influenced by the worship of the Canaanite 

pagan gods, in particular, Ba’al. These people, the 

descendants of Queen Jezebel, didn’t observe the 

ritual purity laws nor did they worship the one true 

God, Yahweh. To interact with a Gentile in this 

setting was taboo for a Jew because it could render 

one unclean (you never knew where Gentiles had 

been and any interaction with death, even dust or 

spider webs, was interaction with things contrary to 

the God of Life). Despite the fact that a woman was 

not supposed to go into public alone nor address a 

(strange) man, this Canaanite woman pursues Jesus 

on behalf of her daughter.  Jesus’ reputation as a 

healer preceded him even in Gentile lands, and this 

woman’s desperation brought her to trust him. In the 

Middle East, faith is equated with loyalty and 

commitment more than an intellectual consent to 

some doctrines. Her desire for her daughter’s healing, 

and her faith in Jesus as the one who manifests the 

power of God, were stronger than the social norms 

set up to keep her quiet.  

 When she calls out to Jesus with the title, “Son of 

David,” he immediately knows that despite being 

Canaanite she has a relationship with the house of 

Israel and can make a claim on him as one who 

carries the reputation of his predecessor, Solomon. 

Jesus is caught in a dilemma: he has just spoken out 

loud the response his disciples expected to hear: do 

not honor those outside the “lost house of Israel,” but 

now he is being confronted by this pagan woman. She 

is not his equal, and culturally he owes her nothing, 

that is why he initially ignores her, but by the end of 

the exchange Jesus follows in the footsteps of 

Isaiah’s prophecy, and chooses to acknowledge that 

God wills salvation for all people of faith. While his 

disciples want to be rid of her (like the people who 

followed him into the deserted place near Galilee), 

Jesus begins a critical repartee with the screeching 

woman. He questions and challenges the depth of her 

faith, first by ignoring her, and then by reminding her 

that she is not really deserving of his favor because 

she is a “Gentile dog.” Despite the hurtful slander, 

which everyone expected, she is not daunted. The 

woman’s behavior has drawn a large crowd who now 

serve as jury and keepers of honor. She uses them to 

her advantage as she presses Jesus to get what she 

needs. She drops to her knees before Jesus and 

addresses him with an honorific title, Lord, and then 

quick-wittedly notes that even pets receive the benefits 

of a few scraps from their masters. She has expressed 

humility and has proved to be the only Scriptural 

person to match Jesus’ wit in an argument. She calls 

out to him and asks for the same thing Peter asked for 

when he was overwhelmed by chaos, “Save/help me.” 

And so, in response to the woman’s faith and in order 

to save face with the crowd, Jesus grants her request; 

he wills it and the demon stops tormenting her 

daughter. {Perhaps the demon is the prejudice the 

daughter has suffered under her entire life.} 

 You can almost hear Jesus laughing with delight as he 

moves away from the scene… his disciples in tow, 

scratching their heads, and wondering if anything will 

ever be the same again. 

 For Matthew’s community, this is a critical story 

that emphasizes faith over religious tradition as the 

means to salvation. By looking past historical 

separations, his community can be united with others 

through belief in Jesus as the Christ, and by this 

expression of faith, will heal future generations 

(symbolized in the absent, powerless girl) of the 

division due to sin. 

 

Taking it home: 

--When someone with a different viewpoint tries to 

express it to you, is your first reaction to defend 

yourself as “right” or to explore the person’s view 

in order to find common ground? 
 

--Name a demon that torments you {i.e. gossip, 

feelings of being unloved or insufficient, 

pornography, a bully, negative/critical attitude, 

sense of being lost….} 

 Get down on your knees and beg Jesus to help you 

overcome the demon. Pay attention to what 

happens. 
 

--Do you really believe God wants you to be saved? If 

so, act as if it is already true. {One motivational 

speaker was heard to say: “Fake it till you make 

it!} 
 

--Set a personal goal for the first month of school (i.e. 

smile more, listen better, be on time, say thanks 

more often, study before playing....) Share it with a 

parent or counselor and ask her/him to help you 

evaluate it in October. 
 

--Identify one action you can do today or one attitude 

you can change that will potentially heal future 

generations. 
 



 

 

Since the July Twin Cities mission trip was 
canceled, the high school students changed their 
plans. Two days of community outreach and 
team building were planned locally. On July 28th, 
they helped clean and organize wheelchairs and 
experienced God's beauty at Prairiewoods 
Franciscan Spirituality Center in Hiawatha. 
(pictures last week). 

On the 29th, they went to Anamosa Care 
Center and played window games and drew 
pictures with some of the residents. Following 
that, they put together 60 care packages to be 
shared with all of the residents of the care center 
and Woodland Park. They finished off the day 
with a scavenger hunt on Main Street. It was a 
great two days! Thanks to Jodie Ludwig and Jody 
Fairbanks for chaperoning these events!  (Barb W) 

Youth Community Outreach 

Youth:  Sean Hollett, Seth Secrist, Grant Lubben, 
Grace Lubben, Ruby Robertson, Maya Ludwig, 
Chelsea Holland, Kaylee Fairbanks.  
Chaperones: Jodie Ludwig (and Avery), Jody 
Fairbanks, Pastor Rodney, Barb Wilson. Making Care Packages for Nursing Home Residents 
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St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
103 East Cedar Street 

Anamosa, IA 52205 

Return Service Requested 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
          

Sunday 
10:30 AM 

 

Wapsi-Ana Park 
(an e-blast will be issued by 9:00 A.M.  

if service is canceled) 
 

Taped service is also available on YouTube, 
Facebook and website.  

 

Thank you, St. Paul Family, for the generous 
support of the Community School Supply Drive. At 
this point our Thrivent $500 Challenge has more 
than doubled with close to $1000 in monetary 
donations and approaching $300 in donated 
school supplies. With our continued prayers, in 
Martin Luther's words, for "God mercifully to 
protect us" coupled with our continued support on 
behalf of our students and families, we look for a safe 
and productive return to learning. 

Southeast Iowa Synod 
of the ELCA elects 
first woman bishop! 
 

These are unique and 
historic times for lots of 
different reasons, and 
now we can add one 
more. Pastor Amy 
Current was elected 
bishop on the fifth ballot 
of the Southeastern Iowa 

Synod Assembly, Aug. 7. She will be installed by 
Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton on Oct. 10 in a 
ritual yet to be determined. 
 

The bishop-elect Amy Current is currently serving as 
Vice President of Admissions and Student Services 
at Wartburg Seminary. She graduated from 
Concordia College, Moorhead, MN, and received an 
M. Div from Wartburg Theological Seminary, 
Dubuque, IA and was ordained on July 13, 1997. 
 

Let us celebrate God's faithfulness in "doing 
something new" in our midst {Is. 43:19}. I look 
forward to working with Bishop Amy as a member 
of the Synod Council to which I was elected at the 
same Synod Assembly. 
 

Pastor Rodney 


