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Register today for Book Study! Pastor Rodney will 
lead two sections of a study on the book, The Wisdom 
Pattern: Order, Disorder, Reorder, by Richard Rohr, 
Franciscan Media, 2020. 
 
Those who are interested will meet weekly, initially via 
Zoom, for 12 weeks.  
The Thursday session w ill be 10-11:30 a.m. Aug. 27, 
Sept. 3, 10, 17, 24, Oct. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, Nov. 5, 12, 19. 
The Monday session w ill be, 2:30-4 p.m. 
Aug. 31, Sept. 14, 21, 28, Oct. 5 12, 19, 26, Nov. 2, 9, 16, 
23. 
 
Acquire the book from Franciscan Media and register for the 
sessions by contacting the office (462-4841) or P.R. via 
email or text (389-6153) by Aug. 24. 
 
Saint Paul Lutheran is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom 
meeting. 
Topic: The Wisdom Pattern, Thursday and Monday 
Time: This is a recurring meeting 10-11:30 a.m. and 2:30-4 
p.m.  
Join Zoom Meeting https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2391467917 
Meeting ID: 239 146 7917 

This Sunday, Aug. 23, we will begin to offer 
communion during our 10:30 a.m. outdoor service in 
Wapsiana Park. You will see two stacks of trays. The 
left will contain small glasses with pieces of broken 
bread, the right will contain juice and wine. 
You will be invited to approach single file, six feet 
apart. When you reach the front, remove your mask if 
wearing one; the presider will say, "the Body and 
Blood of Christ, given for you."  Step forward and take 
communion in both or either form, step to the side, 
consume communion and place your glasses into the 
basket before returning to your seat.  
For those not comfortable coming forward, we will ask 
you to wave your hand and communion will be 
brought to you. Please keep this in mind when 
considering where you will sit. 

The Great Covid Pause: What Have We Let 
Go?  What Have We Learned? 
We want to invite you to lend your heart and voice to a 
conversation via Zoom on either Sun., Aug. 30 or Wed., 
Sept. 2, 6-7 p.m.  Our topic will be:  The Great Covid 
Pause: What Have We Let Go?  What Have We 
Learned? 
You are invited to share for two or three minutes on 
lament over loss and/or insights gained.  We will listen 
without the need to advise, fix, or solve.  The Zoom link 
for both sessions is:    
Time: Aug 30, and Sept. 2, 2020    06:00 PM Central 
 Time (US and Canada) 
Join Zoom Meeting   
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2391467917 
Meeting ID: 239 146 7917 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2391467917
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2391467917


 

 

God of all living, 

God of all loving, 

God of the seedling, the snow, and the sun, 

teach us, deflect us, 

Christ reconnect us, 

using us gently, and making us one. 
ELW 739  

 

Dear Friends in Christ,  
 

Millions of acres of crops flattened. Landscapes 

devastated, homes destroyed seriously 

damaged. Whole communities reeling in the 

aftermath of a storm who’s name we never knew. So 

many people already helping. Many more 

wondering how best to serve when so much help is 

needed and circumstances, including the pandemic, 

make it difficult to connect. 
 

We are working on finding the best avenues for 

delivering assistance. For those who simply want to 

direct financial support to the most vulnerable 

victims of this derecho, you can encourage them 

to donate here  https://seiasynod.org/synod-news/disaster-

response-derecho-storm/  
 

We are hoping that today's presidential disaster 

declaration will bring much-needed clarity to how 

and where government resources will be distributed. 

In the meantime, we continue to work with Lutheran 

Disaster Response and other helping agencies to 

facilitate the most constructive response. 
 

I have appreciated the way that many of you have 

helped me/us discover what is happening around 

you and among your colleagues. And I am not 

surprised by the care you are providing to each other 

and to your neighbors. If you know of specific needs, 

or if you simply want to share more stories related to 

last week’s tumultuous storm, you can email me 

directly or send your news to 

communications@seiasynod.org With your help we 

will keep each other posted on what more is needed 

and what more we can do together. 

 

Some things to share: 
 

 It is hard to believe that the 2020 Southeastern 

Iowa Synod Online Assembly is “old” news. I am so 

grateful for the patience and thoughtfulness of all 

who were “gathered.” During the assembly I had the 

chance to thank my colleagues on staff (current and 

past) by name. Here, I want thank you those who 

worked behind the scenes, and sometimes on your 

screens, to make the assembly possible and I want 

you to know their names. They include the Tech 

Team (hosting Zoom, assisting with orientation 

sessions, staffing the helpdesk and managing 

eBallot) Maggie Atkinson, Dan Baldwin, Bob 

Bekkerus, Eric Carlson, Trish Decker, Julie Feier, 

Sonja Gerstenberger, Tim Jacobsen, Tania Schramm, 

Jodi Schuman, Britany Thorpe, Erik Ullestad, Erika 

Uthe, and Anne Williams. We also owe a big shout 

out to the staff at Lutheran Church of Hope for their 

work in production, hospitality, and information 

technology. 

 As we celebrate the election of the Rev. Amy 

Current as our next bishop, you can imagine that 

there is a lot for her to learn, and for us to share in 

this time of transition. She and I have connected 

several times since her election and we have put 

together a preliminary schedule for how these early 

weeks of transition will unfold. Pray for her as she 

prepares to take leave from her ministry at Wartburg 

Theological Seminary, balancing that work with 

preparation for this new calling. And pray for those 

of us working directly with her. We are determined 

to help her have the best possible beginning. 

 Bishop-elect Current will be installed by 

Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton on Saturday, 

October 10, 2020. The location, time, and nature of 

that Service of Installation is yet to be determined. 

Because of the pandemic, you should assume that it 

will be different from bishop installations in the past. 

But it will be no less significant for our life together 

in the Southeastern Iowa Synod. You likely know – 

or have surmised – that Diane and I will be 

relocating to the Minneapolis/St Paul area to be near 

our family. In consultation with Bishop Eaton and 

the Executive Committee of the Synod Council, we 

have been planning for a move before my term ends 

https://seiasynod.org/synod-news/disaster-response-derecho-storm/
https://seiasynod.org/synod-news/disaster-response-derecho-storm/
https://seiasynod.org/synod-news/disaster-response-derecho-storm/
https://seiasynod.org/synod-news/disaster-response-derecho-storm/
http://communications@seiasynod.org/


 

 

If your birthday was omitted from this list, we do not have the date in our records! If you 
would like your birthday listed in our newsletter, please call Lois at 462-4841 or email her at 
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com and she would be happy to include it.    

September Birthdays 

Olivia Coyle     9/4 
Jan Koppenhaver   9/5 
Marilyn Holcomb   9/5 
Hank Biere      9/6 
Aaron Zumbach   9/6 
Bob Hefflefinger   9/6 
Wendy Capron    9/7 
Sally Clapp      9/8 
Kaden Von Sprecken 9/9 
Dani Gravel     9/14 
Rose Marie Austin  9/14 
Allison Von Sprecken 9/17 
Michele Countryman 9/17 

Deborah Clymer   9/17 
Sherri Evans     9/18 
Bella Loney     9/19 
Connor Andresen   9/20 
Jason Geltz     9/20 
Alaina Elliott     9/20 
Shaun Schmieg    9/25 
Henry Morning    9/26 
Kirk Ketelsen     9/26 
Betty Hora      9/28 
Denny Christenson  9/29 
Jayden Capron    9/29 
Serge Sisler     9/30 

Gavin Cooper   9/30 
Verna Parham   9/30 

on October 31, 2020. Because most of our day-to-

day connections are online, my hope is that you 

won’t notice much difference. I will return for those 

things that require me to be physically present. We 

have sold our home in Iowa City and will move 

north in just a couple of weeks. Though we have not 

yet found a new home, we are hoping to find a 

temporary safe harbor and then a more permanent 

place in the weeks ahead. 
 

Natural disasters seem like strange bookends to my 

calling as bishop. Shortly after I was elected in 2008 

the floodwaters came. The destruction was 

widespread and lasting. And now, this derecho and 

the sad coincidence that in both instances the Cedar 

Rapids area is not only central to the destruction, it 

is emblematic of the difficulty in recovering and it 

reflects the pain and loss that reaches into corners of 

the synod that may go unnoticed. Still, in the 

twelve years between these destructive events, I’ve 

been reminded of what I knew growing up, 

namely that the people in this corner of Iowa are 

resilient. And I’ve come to know that the people in 

this synod live out our faith in the most caring 

ways, together. 
 

In these demanding days, our lives are the very 

prayer we sing, “Christ reconnect us, using us 

gently, making us one.” 
 
Blessings,  

 
Bishop Michael L. Burk  



 

 

First Reading:  The book of the Prophet Isaiah 51:1-6  
(please use your bibles) 

 

In 587 BCE, the Babylonians sacked the city of Jerusalem. They 
burned much of it, cleared the Temple of its holiest and most precious 
articles, and took the learned leaders into exile. These exiled Jews 
were forced to leave their homeland and to endure almost fifty years 
in a foreign land. At times, they grew faint of heart, wondering why 
their God had abandoned them. They could not sing the songs of 
Passover or the Sabbath in this foreign land and the Babylonian 
culture began to erode their identity. The prophets of the exile, Ezekiel 
and Isaiah, tried to buoy the spirits of their people by reminding them 
of God’s saving actions on their behalf in the Exodus and beyond. 
Surely their God would once again lead them home. 

The author is responsible for writing chapters 40-55 of the Book of 
Isaiah. He was writing in the 6th century BCE. The prophet is writing 
from Babylon after Cyrus of Persia had signed the edict granting the 
Israelites the right to return home. For some reason which is not 
completely clear, Isaiah’s fellow citizens begin to treat him badly, like 
the prophets before him. It may be a result of his speculations that 
God’s apparent absence and near divorce of the people was a result of 
their infidelity. The people had apparently grown tired of living as 
second-class citizens and desired this type of good news delivered by 
Isaiah instead. 

It may be difficult for us to grasp the import of this reading unless 
we’ve experienced an exile. Perhaps those who have returned from 
military stints in the Middle East or have completed an addiction 
recovery program have a sense of forced separation being overcome. 

 
Psalm 138 

 
Second Reading:  Paul’s letter to the Christian community in 
Rome 12:1-8  

 

 Paul has been sharing with the Jewish Christian community the 
shocking news that Gentiles are being saved through their faith in 
Jesus Christ while many Jews have not. The Jews are having a 
difficult time accepting that these former pagans and non-practitioners 
of the Mosaic Covenant are being accepted into the Kingdom of God, 
and it was leading some of them to walk away from the Christian 
community. 

 In the previous eleven chapters of this letter, Paul has 
recognized and addressed the painful division that existed in the early 
Christian community of Rome. The Jewish Christians struggled to 
accept the Gentile (non-Jewish) Christians who came to the 
“Eucharistic table” from different ritual backgrounds, a lack of purity 
laws, and a different moral code. Often, the sense of community the 
Gentiles had was nothing like that of the Jews who held their 
bloodline and belief in Yahweh as the centerpieces of a community 
who had already survived persecutions and exiles for two thousand 

 

GriefShare will meet on Tuesday 
evenings at 6:00 p.m. outside at the table 
in the parking lot lower level of the CE 
building, weather permitting. Masks are 
not mandatory but social distancing will 
be enforced. This will be talking sessions 
only. All are welcome. 
 
Jones County Food Bank: To donate 
money, make checks payable to Jones 
County Community Food Bank (NOT 
HACAP) and mailed to 105 Broadway 
Place, Anamosa IA 52205. For 
appointment to drop off/pick up call 462-
4343. They need peas, pancake syrup, 
canned potatoes. 
 

Back to School Blessing  
for Students & Teachers: 

 

Please join us Sunday, August 30th at 
10:30a.m. for our outdoor worship at the 
Wapsi-Ana Park (next to the pool). We 
will have a children’s focused sermon 
"Blessed to be a Blessing" followed by a 
back to school blessing and a bag of 
"blessings" that each student & teacher 
will receive.  
 

We will also be kicking off our WD4 2020 
program that is scheduled to start 
Wednesday, September 16th at 6:00 pm. 
Please reach out to any families and 
teachers within our community and 
invite them to come and receive a Back to 
School Blessing. 
 
 

The Pulse will be published weekly 
and the deadline is 9:00 a.m. on Mondays.  

Please Pray for the Following People 
(Why people want prayers isn’t important,  

the prayers are!) 
 

For Don Ocenosak & Doris Guilford (family 
of Lois Ocenosak), Keith Tish (Marcy Pate’s 
father), Pastor Beener, Lynn Rickels, Marty 
Rowland; and for all facing issues from the 
corona virus and the derecho storm.  
 

To add a name call or email Lois at 462-4841/
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com. Names will be listed for 4 
weeks and may be renewed.  

Introduction: In Isaiah the people are advised to look to their 
spiritual ancestors as the rock from which they were hewn. Jesus 
declares that the church will be built on the rock of Peter’s bold 
confession of faith. God’s word of reconciliation and God’s mercy are 
keys to the church’s mission. Paul urges us to not be conformed to 
this world but to offer our bodies as a living sacrifice, using our 
individual gifts to build up the body of Christ. From the table we go 
forth to offer our spiritual worship through word and deed. 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g


 

 

years. Paul’s responses include the proclamation that while Jesus was 
a Jew, (the Good News coming to the Gentiles in Rome was partly a 
result of the Jewish denial of Jesus) God intended the salvation of all 
people through the life, death and resurrection of His Son. Paul cajoles 
both groups not to look down on the other because of their differences, 
but to focus on their common belief in the Savior. 

Having set that premise, in chapter twelve, Paul speaks to the Jews 
and the Gentiles as one group baptized into the life of Christ. Paul 
petitions them to offer their many bodies as one single “living 
sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God….”  The idea of sacrifice carried 
different meanings for his readers. The Jews were used to ritual 
sacrifice in which the blood of an animal was offered in worship to the 
God of life. This offering was done to atone for the sins of the people 
and to acknowledge God as the sovereign power. In contrast to some 
of their neighbors, the Jews did not offer human sacrifices. The 
Gentiles would also have been aware of rites in which sacrificial 
offerings (including everything from grapes and grain to virgins, 
babies, and gold) were made to appease gods who would then reward 
the worshippers with favors: i.e. good crops, a child, health, victory. In 
both of these forms of sacrifice, the objects became the mediation of 
the divine relationship. It often required less personal commitment 
from the one offering the sacrifice. Paul changes the focus. He calls 
Christians to offer themselves as sacrifices, taking on the 
responsibility of mediating their own relationship with the Divine, in 
the same way Jesus mediated the love of God through his sacrifice. 
Like Christ, those who are baptized should offer their entire selves to 
God as a sacrifice. In this sense, Christians do not “own” their lives. 
We become instruments of God’s saving power. 

 This idea is picked up strongly in the prayer spoken during the 
sacrament at the Lord’s table. In the liturgy, we are encouraged to see 
the bread and wine as memorials of Jesus’ sacrifice, but as 
importantly, they are symbols of ourselves and our ongoing self-
giving in response to Christ’s love; the work of our hands, the 
products of our labor. We are commissioned by Paul to place 
ourselves in the worship as living sacrifices for God’s will in the 
world. If we are mindful of this reality and realize that along with the 
bread and the wine we are changed into the Body and Blood of Christ 
through the power of Holy Spirit, then when we leave the worship 
space we will take seriously our mission to go into the world and be 
instruments of transformation. 

 
Gospel:  Matthew 16:13-20 
 

 Jesus is the key to the Kingdom of Heaven, and professed belief in 
him as the anointed one of the living God makes that key accessible to 
the one who professes it. Prior to this reading, Jesus had been 
instrumental in the feeding of over 5000 people with five loaves of 
bread and two fish, and he had walked on water above the chaos to 
inspire faith in himself as God’s anointed one. Jesus mission was to 
rebuild the Household of David. Herod had not been placed on the 
throne by God. 
 He was not a true Jew and served as a puppet king for the Romans 
who placed his family on the throne to keep the Jewish people in line. 
The Sadducees and Pharisees and Essenes and Zealots and scribes and 
Chief Priest families all saw themselves as having preferential roles in 
the Household of David. Few of them were really keen on the welfare 
of the entire nation. In contrast, Jesus was rebuilding the House of 
Israel from the grassroots up. Unlike the religious leaders, he 
proclaimed the good news to the poor and vulnerable 

(Beatitudes), healed and fed the peasants, invited the leadership to 

 

St Paul Staff Emails and Phone Numbers 
 

Pastor Rodney  
 blumlwa@gmail.com    (319) 389-6153 
Nancy Douglas, Treasurer  
 njldouglas@hotmail.com   (319) 551-3358 
Kaileen Weaver  
 cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com (951) 553-5728 
Brie Wittenburg  
 cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com (319) 975-8186 
Lois Ocenosak  
 stpaulanamosa@gmail.com   (319) 721-9893 
 

Please call us if we can be of assistance. 
PLEASE leave a message if we cannot answer. 
We will return your call ASAP. We may be 
separated, BUT we are not alone! 

Sunday Outdoor Services at Wapsi-
Ana Park at 10:30 A.M. NOW through 
September 28. An e-blast will be sent by 
9:00 a.m. Sunday mornings if there is a 
cancelation.  
 

Taped services can be found on St. Paul 
website, St. Paul YouTube page and 
Facebook.  

Newest  Address: 
Hank & Karen Biere 

7517 University Avenue #231 

Cedar Falls, IA 50613 

Hours changing for Lois and Kaileen 
August 31-September 4. 
 

Kaileen’s New Hours: Now that school will 
be back in session Kaileen’s office hours 
will be changing to Monday, Tuesday & 
Thursday from 8:30 a.m. until 11:30 a.m. 
Otherwise available by phone. 
 

Lois’ Hours Changing: With the council’s 
approval my hours will be Monday 
through Thursday from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m. and not here on Friday unless there is 
a funeral or other such emergency.  
 
Alzheimer's Support Group will meet 
on the fourth Tuesday at 4:00 p.m. in a 
virtual meeting. Call Tamara at (319) 462 
3070 for more information. The upcoming 
speakers are:  
August-Acacia Deadrick with the ALZ 
Association Stages of Dementia 
September-Brian Thompson, Insurance 
options with open enrollment 
October-Megan Petersen, Behaviors with 
Dementia.  



 

 

welcome all to their tables, prayed in times of crisis and 
sorrow and joy, and modeled compassion. Today we hear 
Jesus’ apostles finally identify his power with that of 
God’s, and the doors to the kingdom of heaven, the realm 
of God, are opened. 
 Caesarea Philippi was a city located in the Gentile 
region north of the Sea of Galilee, in the foothills of 9000 
ft. high Mt. Hermon and near the Via Maris, the Way of 
the Sea, which connected large cities like Damascus, 
Syria with the port cities of the Mediterranean. It seems 
that Jesus intentionally took his disciples to 
this city which was known for its shrines to the Roman 
nature god, Pan, in order to ask them “Who do people 
say that the Son of Man is?” (Recall, Jesus uses this term 
to refer to himself because he was identifying with the 
OT image from Daniel which spoke of a person sent by 
God to render judgment on the earth and reestablish 
the Kingdom of God. Salvation had to come to humans 
through a human.) They looked around, saw all the 
options, recognized that he was greater than all these 
pagan gods, and then identified him with the great people 
of their tradition who spoke of a future time in which 
God would reign (John, Elijah, Jeremiah who was 
similarly rejected by his own people and sentenced to 
death). 
 But Simon bar Jonah saw something more in Jesus 
and blurts out, “You are the Christ, the Son of the Living 
God.” Jesus had not been anointed by anyone, nor had he 
been hailed by the leaders of the religion, nor called out 
by an official prophet. Jesus’ Paradise-like activities were 
identified by the radical visionary John the Baptizer but 
no one else had helped Simon come to this conclusion. It 
was his faith in Jesus as the one who manifested the 
power of God, as the one who showed them how to live, 
as the one who was reestablishing the Household of 
David that allowed him to confess his belief. Jesus points 
out that Simon now holds the key to the kingdom and 
changes his name to Peter (from the Greek word for rock, 
petrus). The future of the House of David will stand on 
this rock of faith. Because of this revelation, Jesus is able 
to turn his face towards 

Jerusalem and begin the journey towards his final 
confrontation with those who kept the House of David in 
disarray. 
The early Christian community identified itself as the 
new Household of David, but without a king, Temple, or 
the Holy City of Jerusalem, they had to identify God’s 
presence and authority in their midst. This defined the 
role of the one who stood in Peter’s place. He had the 
authority of faith, and the responsibility of being a role 
model. Because of this faith and the protection of those 
who are loyal to Jesus, death would not prevail over 
God’s will for life. Peter, and the people he will lead, 
have the power to bring others into the kingdom by 
binding faith in them while helping them to be loosed 
from their attachment to other gods, actions, 
or idols. They also have the weighty responsibility of 
pointing out to people when they are choosing to be 
outside the kingdom by acting against the will of God. 
Jesus ordered his disciples not to tell anyone of his 

identity as the Christ because he suspected many would 
misunderstand. They would try to raise him up as a king, 
anoint him with pomp and circumstance, and expect him 
to form an army to overthrow the Romans. This was not 
the mission of Jesus. 
Matthew’s community in 80 CE Antioch, Syria, was 
facing the same kinds of choices for faith the apostles had 
faced. Matthew wanted them to cling onto their common 
faith in Jesus as the Messiah, to grasp the power that 
comes with faith, especially in the face of all the pagan 
gods society placed before them, and to enjoy the gifts 
showered upon them as members of the united Household 
of David (i.e. equality, mercy, forgiveness, care, 
respect….) 

 

Taking it home: 
--Inventory time again! Where do you spend most of 

your time? What do you spend most of your time doing? 
Where do you spend most of your resources/money? 

--Have any of these things or activities become gods in 
your life? What needs to be loosed from your life so you 
can better profess faith in the power of Christ? 

--Do you believe you possess the key to the kingdom 
of heaven? (Your answer might depend on how you 
understand “heaven.”  Is it a physical place, a state of 
being, a relationship with God/Jesus/Holy Spirit...? When 
and how does a person enter into heaven?) 

--Share your reflections with someone you trust. 
--Why is humility such a critical virtue for the 

successors of Peter if the Church, the Household of 
David, is to survive? 

--Do you believe that the Kingdom of Heaven is most 
clearly identified with the Christian community? In what 
ways are they the same? What could the ekklesia do to 
better manifest the Kindom of God? 

--Name a gift you have received because you belong to 
the Household of Christ. 

 
Mindfulness (set aside five minutes. breathe and read through 

three times. Which words or ideas hold energy for you? What images 
and feelings emerge in your imagination?)  

 
“We humans have a questionable track record in our 
dealings with the environment. Recent studies show 
that complete restoration of Florida’s Everglades 
could take approximately 30 years and 7.8 billion 
dollars. There’s a lot of work to be done–but the 
damage is not irreversible. Together, through 
conservation and public awareness, we may be able 
to correct many of these unfortunate trends. Today, 
it is not enough to just appreciate nature–we have to 
actively work to protect it.” Tommy 
Rodriguez, Visions of the Everglades: History 
Ecology Preservation 

 
“To know the Lord and his ways,” as the Jewish 

prophets put it,250 has very little to do with 
intelligence and very much to do with a wonderful 
mixture of confidence and surrender. People who 
live in this way tend to be the calmest and happiest 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/4715145.Tommy_Rodriguez
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/4715145.Tommy_Rodriguez
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/18486622
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/18486622


 

 

people I know. They draw their life from the inside 
out.”  Richard Rohr, The Divine Dance: The Trinity 
and Your Transformation 

 
 
 

  Declaration on the Way: Church, Ministry and 
Eucharist, is a declaration of the consensus achieved 
by Lutherans and Catholics as the result of ecumenical 
dialogue between the two communions between 1965 

and 2015. 
 
III. AGREEMENTS IN THE LUTHERAN/ROMAN 

CATHOLIC DIALOGUES— ELABORATED AND 
DOCUMENTED   A. Church  

1. Catholics and Lutherans agree that the church 
on earth has been assembled by the triune God, who 
grants to its members their sharing in the triune divine 
life as God’s own people, as the body of the risen 
Christ, and as the temple of the Holy Spirit, while they 
are also called to give witness to these gifts so that 
others may come to share in them.  

The international document, Church and Justification 
(1993), asserts that the church is a divinely created 
human reality, anchored in the divine life of the triune 
God. This precludes regarding it merely or even 
primarily as a human societal reality, for God assembles 
the church so it may share in the triune divine life 
(Church and Justification, § 49).  

The U.S. dialogue on The Church as Koinonia of 
Salvation: Its Structures and Ministries (2005) affirms a 
common “koinonia ecclesiology,” that is, of the church 
both sharing in salvation, in fellowship with the Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit, and called to share salvation by 
evangelization and a transforming mission to the world 
(Church as Koinonia of Salvation, §§ 11–12). The 
Swedish and Finnish Catholic-Lutheran dialogue of 
2010 likewise asserts the church’s communion with the 
triune God (Justification in the Life of the Church, §§ 
107–112). Together, both Lutherans and Catholics 
consider the church according to the “master images” by 
which Scripture relates the church to the triune God, that 
is, as “pilgrim people,” “body of Christ,” and “temple of 
the Holy Spirit” (Church and Justification, §§ 48–62).  

Lutherans and Catholics acknowledge in faith that 
the church belongs to a new age of salvation history as 
God’s Pilgrim People drawn from all nations. This is a 
priestly people that calls upon God in prayer, serves him 
with all their lives, and witnesses to all people 
everywhere. On its journey, the people struggle against 
powers opposed to God, doing battle with weapons of 
the Spirit (Ephesians 6:10–16), while confidently 
following Christ who leads them toward the rest and 
peace of God’s final kingdom (Hebrews 6:20, 12:2; 
Church and Justification, §§ 51–55).  

The church by baptism rests on the sacramental 
reality of its members’ real participation in Christ as the 
crucified and risen Lord and so it is the body of Christ (1 
Corinthians 12:12–13:27). In Eucharistic communion, 

“we who are many are one body, for we all partake of the 
one bread” (1 Corinthians 10:17), which is Christ’s body 
given for us. From Christ the head flow the mutual 
services of the church’s common life for building up the 
church and its unity (Ephesians 4:10)—by its members 
living together in love (1 Corinthians 13:13–14:1). 
Christ’s members look forward to being raised by God to 
eternal life in communion with the risen Lord (Church 
and Justification, §§ 56–58).  

The church is as well the temple of the Holy Spirit, 
the Sanctifier. The international document The 
Apostolicity of the Church states that Catholics and 
Lutherans are one in confessing that the church is an 
essential work of the Holy Spirit, who created the church 
through the gospel of Jesus Christ (Apostolicity, § 147). 
The Holy Spirit awakens faith in those hearing the gospel 
and thus brings the church to exist and be endowed with 
manifold gifts. Beyond this, the community of believers 
owes its communion to the indwelling Spirit (1 
Corinthians 12:13) and is to grow “into a holy temple in 
the Lord” (Ephesians. 2:21). The one Spirit maintains the 
church in truth (John 14:26), but it will be complete only 
at the end in the New Jerusalem of which the temple is 
God Almighty and the Lamb (Revelation 21:22; Church 
and Justification, §§ 59–62). 

The 2020 Synod Assembly  
videos and recap 

 

A full summary of the Synod Assembly is now 

available online. There is also a printable PDF 

version to put in your congregation's newsletter. 

 

Several videos have been posted from the 

assembly including: 

2020 assembly worship  

Bishop's report 

Vice President's report 

Also available are a trimmed version of the 

Wednesday session and the full recording of 

Friday's session. Photos and more videos will also 

be posted soon. 
 
https://seiasynod.org/assembly/  

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/7919.Richard_Rohr
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/50256817
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/50256817
http://email.robly.com/ls/click?upn=mdz-2Bud-2BlSyU5Ba3NKUwV178-2FNpWTip8M1z8AXHo5jnjunuo3X-2B5sqRVC7KP8N3tfgmB__kWrK85k0gWaeDDgldr0D88ruTOxCS-2FR1g-2Fo7CcoI2wDYoDAuJa-2FMaWKqnYgs7eHc2-2F7qyy7xQBR5CqqkF-2ByI0yiKUWAjg9F1eyWY0KYZFePYUgg5LLB0hibqUZ2-2BqaENpOmd6r
http://email.robly.com/ls/click?upn=mdz-2Bud-2BlSyU5Ba3NKUwV1z5tLxeKLUkHuwQuOHwc7ExPfegPo95mR3f80vYXSKgWGFmt_kWrK85k0gWaeDDgldr0D88ruTOxCS-2FR1g-2Fo7CcoI2wDYoDAuJa-2FMaWKqnYgs7eHc2-2F7qyy7xQBR5CqqkF-2ByI0yiKUWAjg9F1eyWY0KYZFePYUgg5LLB0hibqUZ2-2BqaENpOmd6r6i3j
http://email.robly.com/ls/click?upn=mdz-2Bud-2BlSyU5Ba3NKUwV14JYyxmCpMcmvmVJwhiYfSAQAdMTDo7yOUodEPZPL1nLqM4V_kWrK85k0gWaeDDgldr0D88ruTOxCS-2FR1g-2Fo7CcoI2wDYoDAuJa-2FMaWKqnYgs7eHc2-2F7qyy7xQBR5CqqkF-2ByI0yiKUWAjg9F1eyWY0KYZFePYUgg5LLB0hibqUZ2-2BqaENpOmd6r6i3j
https://seiasynod.org/assembly/


 

 

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
103 East Cedar Street 

Anamosa, IA 52205 

Return Service Requested 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
          

Sunday 
10:30 AM 

 

Wapsi-Ana Park 
(an e-blast will be issued by 9:00 A.M.  

if service is canceled) 
 

Taped service is also available on YouTube, 
Facebook and website.  

 


