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St Paul will be hosting an Ice Cream Social on Sunday, August 7 from ¥
g 3:00 to 5:00 P.M. in the Fellowship Hall. We will be featuring soft g
§ serve ice cream, cones, root beer floats, brownie sundaes, strawberry  §
¥ shortcake and pie ala mode. Gary and Vicki Behnke will be providing ¥
g music during our time of fellowship. Lawn games will be available. g
¢ Please come and join us for dessert and some old-fashioned fun! =
v v
\ \

AAAAAAAAAAAREARNEANRNEEENSESEES

Reunion of St. Paul Good Life Singers Dinner with Friends

In the late 1970’s and early 1980’s, St. Paul Thursday, August 25th at 4:30 pm. Jones

. Local, Co Rd E34, Anamosa
was blessed to have a group of approximately
35 high school students, known as the Good
Life Singers, share Christian music in and
around our community, as well as throughout
the state. Their music brought life to many
Bible stories. This year, the Good Life Singers
are planning a reunion and will be sharing a
song during the worship service at Central
Park on September 11. Please join us as we
reconnect and share musical memories.

There will NOT be a sign up sheet posted
but please join us for a delicious meal with
your St. Paul friends! NOTE: we could not
reserve seating here so decided to start at
4:30.

Questions, call or text: Sherri Evans 319-
981-0283
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Please Pray for the Following
(Why people want prayers isn’t important, the prayers are!)
We pray for Garrett Weckwerth, nephew of
Betty Hunter, for the return of strength for
all those recovering from illness, for peace
in our nation and world, for those seeking a

safe home. To add a name call or email Lois at 462-
4841 /stpaulanamosa@gmail.com. Names will be listed
for 4 weeks and may be renewed.

A HUGE thank you to our church family
for making the start of Jim’s 90th birthday
weekend celebration so much fun. The horn
honking parade past our home, the balloons,
the porch decorations, the cupcakes, the
Happy Birthday chorus by the adults and
children and the cards he received made the
day very special. How fortunate and blessed
we are to have you in our lives. Blessings!
Jim and Eunice Conley

August 14" Readings:
Jer 23:23-29
Ps 82
Heb 11:29-12:2
Luke 12:49-56

GriefShare is available upon request.
Please contact Nancy Douglas if interested
319-551-3358.

AA meets in the lower level of the CE
building on Tuesday evenings at 7:00 pm.

Jones County Food Bank: To donate
money, checks should be written to Jones
County Community Food Bank and mailed
to 105 Broadway Place, Anamosa IA
52205. Items needed this week: green
beans, pork & beans, canned tomatoes,
Hamburger Helper and personal care

items. Please place items in the back of
the church for collection by St. Paul
volunteers OR call the Food Bank to
make your own delivery arraignments
(462-4343)

Bread Bakers:
August: Brian & Michelle Lubben
September: Marcy Pate

Deliver Food to Food Bank:
August: Ralph & Sandy Andresen
September: Myra Powell

Introduction: Jesus says, “It is your Father’s good
pleasure to give you the kingdom.” It is God’s promise
from the beginning—to Abraham, to the early church,
and to the "“little flock” of which we are a part in today’s
assembly. Faith, God’s baptismal gift, trusts the
promises of God. Have no fear.

If you are crying out or looking for God’s help, be prepared to receive
God’s response. God does not delay.

First Reading: Genesis 15:1-6 The Message
Abram (which means, “exalted father”’) and his wife and their clan

lived in about 1700 BC among a people who worshipped many gods in
Ur of Chaldea (modern day Iran). After having moved north to Haran
(in modern day Iraq) where his father died, Abram received a divine
revelation to move west to Canaan. Even there, while surrounded by a
variety of clans and their gods, Abram made a promise to the Lord
God, creator of heaven and earth, that he would worship Yahweh as
the supreme God. Because Abram showed faith in Yahweh, he was
credited with an act of righteousness that set him apart. This is another
way of saying that his actions modeled for humanity a proper posture
towards God. Because of this righteous act, God returned the trust and
offered a permanent relationship to Abram. In this covenant between
God and Abram (later called Abraham, which means “Father of a
multitude” in Hebrew), God promised descendants and land in
response to Abram’s faith and trust. Abram and his wife, Sarai,
however, were elderly and childless, and so, Abram questioned God
about how this promise would be fulfilled. Today’s reading begins
with God’s response.

The promise of offspring was very significant for Abram and Sarai
because in a time when belief in an afterlife was dubious, having
descendants meant immortality. Parents lived on in the memories of
their children. Children, the eldest son in particular, carried on the
name and the traditions of the family. The covenant between God and
Abram, which included the gift of land and the promise of
descendants, reflected the kind of treaty made between a powerful
ruler and a less powerful servant or vassal. Interestingly, God made a
lot of promises to Abram, and just as he stood on the brink of
committing to this new relationship with Yahweh, Abram had doubts.
Abram asks God how this promise of descendants can be true and why
he should trust God in the midst of his wife’s barrenness. God takes
Abram outside in the middle of the day and tells him to count the stars.
Of course, Abram can’t see them, but they are still there. So it is with
his descendants. He can’t see them, but that doesn’t mean they aren’t
real. Abram responded as best he could with faith.

Don’t be quick to follow the tendency of many “enlightened”
Westerners and dismiss Abram’s encounter with God in a trance as
hokey or fake. God frequently speaks to people in the biblical stories,
and perhaps even today, through altered states of consciousness:
dreams, visions, or trances. The Church does not deny the realness of
private revelations in these ways, but suggests they be held up against
the broader tradition and other people’s experiences so that truth can
be revealed. Discernment of God’s will most often takes time and
trust.
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Second Reading: The letter to the Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 The
Message

"2 The fundamental fact of existence is that this trust in God, this
faith, is the firm foundation under everything that makes life worth
living. It’s our handle on what we can’t see. The act of faith is what
distinguished our ancestors, set them above the crowd.

3 By faith, we see the world called into existence by God’s word, what
we see created by what we don’t see. *'° By an act of faith, Abraham
said yes to God’s call to travel to an unknown place that would become
his home. When he left he had no idea where he was going. By an act
of faith he lived in the country promised him, lived as a stranger
camping in tents. Isaac and Jacob did the same, living under the same
promise. Abraham did it by keeping his eye on an unseen city with
real, eternal foundations—the City designed and built by God.

112 By faith, barren Sarah was able to become pregnant, old
woman as she was at the time, because she believed the One who made
a promise would do what he said. That’s how it happened that from
one man’s dead and shriveled loins there are now people numbering
into the millions.

B3-16 Each one of these people of faith died not yet having in hand
what was promised, but still believing. How did they do it? They saw it
way off in the distance, waved their greeting, and accepted the fact that
they were transients in this world. People who live this way make it
plain that they are looking for their true home. If they were homesick
for the old country, they could have gone back any time they wanted.
But they were after a far better country than that—heaven country.
You can see why God is so proud of them, and has a City waiting for
them.

To die on a cross was utter humiliation in the mind of a Jew. It
was total destruction and a sign of being devoid of God’s favor.
How then, could Christians claim a man who suffered this fate to
be their Messiah and Savior? The author of this sermon to the
Hebrews is writing several generations after the life of Christ, in
order to convince the skeptical Jewish audience that their Messiah
had indeed come in the person of Jesus of Nazareth. He claims that
it is through faith in Jesus’ resurrection from the dead that we come
to see the full reality.

If we engage our imaginations, perhaps we can conceive
members of his audience shouting back at the preacher, “What kind
of faith could lead a man to die this horrible death?”” And, more
importantly, “Why should we suffer like those who are cut off from
homeland, family, and livelihood because we choose to follow a
savior rejected by our ancestors?” Indeed, the audience of this
letter had been cut off from their roots. Followers of The Way, as
they were called in the early Church, were barred from the
synagogue and participation in the family rituals they had known
for so long. After their baptisms into the Christian community,
many felt like alienated sojourners with no place to call home. The
author replies by citing the kind of faith that led Abraham and
Sarah to venture forth into a new land as elderly, childless people.
They wandered as foreigners in a foreign land; they trusted God
when they were promised an offspring despite their old age;
Abraham trusted God to give new life when he was asked to
sacrifice his very own flesh and blood, his son Isaac; and,
Abraham’s faith was rewarded because his son was returned to
him, a symbol of God’s commitment to life. This is not a story
about a miraculous birth or a God who changes his mind. Rather, it
is about the new life that results when humans remain loyal to God

Taped services are found on St. Paul
website, St. Paul YouTube page or St.
Paul Facebook page.

Wednesday, August 3

*  6:00pm
Greeters: Darla Algoe
Reader & Prayers: Darla Algoe
PowerPoint: Darcie Tenley

Sunday, August 7

* 10:00am Service at WapsiAna Park
Comm Prep: Lori Reynolds
Greeters: Tom Sabotta & Sherri Evans
Reader: Tom Sabotta
Prayers: Virginia Danielson

*  3:00pm Ice Cream Social (Fellowship Hall)

Monday, August 8
*  6:00pm All Leadership Meeting
*  7:00pm Council Meeting

Tuesday, August 9

*  1:30pm Scripture Study (pastors office or zoom)
*  Grief Support by request, call Nancy Douglas

*  7:00pm AA— LL CE building

Wednesday, August 10

*  6:00pm
Greeters: Marge Bohlken
Reader & Prayers: Nancy Stout
PowerPoint: Myra Powell

Sunday, August 14

* 10:00am Service at WapsiAna Park
Comm Prep: Amy Christianson
Greeters: Scott Chrisman Family
Reader: Chrisman Family
Prayers: Chrisman Family

St Paul Staff Emails & Phone Numbers

Pastor Rodney blumlwa@gmail.com
(319) 389-6153
Nancy Douglas, Treasurer
njldouglas@hotmail.com
(319) 551-3358
Kaileen Weaver
cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com
(951) 553-5728
Lois Ocenosak stpaulanamosa@gmail.com
(319) 721-9893
Please call us if we can be of assistance.
PLEASE leave a message if we cannot answer.
We will return your call ASAP.
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: Creatively Connect :
: Intentionally Grow :
: Joyfully Serve :
\AAAAAAAAAAALAALAAALALD
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and full of hope through confusing or difficult times.

Based on his experience, Abraham reasoned that his
God was powerful enough to even raise a man from the
dead; after all, he now had a son to carry on his
memory even after his wife had appeared barren and
beyond fertility. This was the enduring faith instilled in
Jesus who grew up hearing the stories of his ancestors,
especially those of Abraham, his father in faith. This is
the same faith that can lead all who believe in Jesus to
new and everlasting life.

Gospel: Luke 12:32-40 The Message

{As you listen to this proclamation, keep in mind
that a servant is not a slave, but rather a trusted
overseer of the household [doulos]. The servant acts in
the master’s place when he is gone. But the servant
also knows his worth comes from the trust he earns
from the master. The disciples are being made the
servants of God’s household. The examples given by
Jesus are used by Luke to highlight how some of the
members of his Church were treating their charge to
oversee God’s household while Christ’s second coming
was awaited. Perhaps you can still see these tendencies
in members of the Body of Christ today.}

Qoheleth’s famous phrase, “Eat, drink, and be
merry,” creeps back into the discussion again this week
as Jesus further exhorts those who would be his
disciples to be loyal and vigilant in their desire to do
God’s will. Building on the parable of the man who
tore down his bins to build bigger ones from last
week’s gospel, Jesus speaks today about those who are
slack in their response to God’s happy offering of His
Kindom. There are many who put up barriers against
God’s gift. Many are unable to find contentment in the
wealth of relationships and so they clutch their
possessions, as opposed to sharing (giving alms) them
freely.

Luke is writing in the generation after St. Paul’s
letters became known to the Christian Church, about
75 C.E. In his letters, Paul frequently referred to
Christ’s imminent return. He expected it to happen in
his lifetime. In Luke’s community, they began to
wonder when this event was going to happen. Fear
grew up in some members as they wondered if God
really loved them. They grew weary of trying to
appease God; what if we’ve been wrong all along? Are
all the Christian teachings bunk? Some leaders were
being lured by the vane honor of personal wealth.
Their behaviors became self-serving and distracted
from the well-being of the baptized community.

Luke’s response was to offer the stories we hear
today. To paraphrase: one never knows the time of
Christ’s arrival, but we should not worry because the
building of God’s kingdom is ongoing. The Christian’s
life must reflect the values of the Kingdom which God
has already begun through the establishment of the
Israelites and Jesus’ resurrection. We cannot be
conniving about preparations for judgment day, acting

as if we will know when it is going to happen and
deciding then to change our ways. It makes no sense
to wait until later to begin acting as Christians; our
lives could end today, and we do not want to miss
being served by God at the heavenly banquet. We are
encouraged to act as if Christ is present here today,
because in fact He is. The hearers of this story were
most likely familiar with the sobering writings of
Qoheleth and they knew they had been appointed the
stewards of God’s kingdom. Like the Egyptians of the
Passover who suffered plagues for their disbelief, the
stewards who do not act in right relationship with
their master and/or household suffer “beatings” or
natural consequences that result in losses of trust,
status, wealth, and esteem. This can be a lonely place.
In contrast, the faithful and prepared stewards are
honored by God with natural benefits.

The final statement of today’s gospel is a poignant
one, though it seems out of context. It can be
understood on at least two levels. With regard to
possessions, in God’s Kingdom those who are blessed
with much are needed to share with others. With
regard to faith, those who have heard the message of
God’s Kingdom will be expected to respond in a
greater way than those who have not heard the word.
Like the Egyptians, those who have the Kingdom of
God offered them but reject it because of greed,
laziness, idolatry, or procrastination will be judged
harshly; more harshly than those who act immorally
but have never heard the truth of God’s Kingdom.
This aspect of the story could have been relevant for
Luke’s community because Christians were very much
a minority and frequently looked down upon. The
Christians probably wanted to know how they rated in
God’s eyes in comparison to these other unjust
unbelieving people. Luke reminds them it is the wrong
question to ask while serving in the Kindom. God
loves all God’s children equally.

oA . -
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Taking it home:

- Reflect: would you change your behavior if you
knew the second coming of Christ was today? Are
you prepared for the consequences?

- Jesus was able to hold crowds spellbound on a
barren hillside in the heat of the day (no air
conditioning!) What could you possibly tell
someone to hold them spellbound? Could you
verbally convince someone, a teenager perhaps,
how new life always follows struggle, suffering,
or death, for a person of faith? If you are not yet
convinced of this truth, look to our parents in
faith. With prayer and fidelity, Abraham and
Sarah patiently endured infertility, loss of their
homeland, a change of religion, loss of kin, the
near loss of their son and livelihood, and near
death at the hands of oppressors. In each case,
they sought what God wanted, and new life was
eventually experienced.

- Identify where Christ is “really present” right now.
What do you really believe about this teaching?
How does your behavior towards others reflect it?

- In our culture with its messages: “Just Do It!” and
“I can live life my way,” can you relate any
decisions you have hastily/selfishly made that
perhaps with more patience and discussion with
God would have turned out differently?

- “For where your treasure is, there also will your
heart be.” What holds the greatest worth for you?
How do your actions reflect that?

- Put the “truth of God’s Kindom” into your own
words. For the sake of our youth, speak them with
conviction.

- Pray for a greater sense of unity (this is different
than uniformity). Think of one way you can help
create unity this week.

Mindfulness (set aside three minutes. Breathe. Read slowly three
times. Which words or ideas hold energy for you? What images emerge
in you?)

“We should not be surprised or scandalized by the sinful
and the tragic. Do what you can to be peace and

to do justice, but never expect or demand perfection on
this earth. It usually leads to a false moral outrage, a
negative identity, intolerance, paranoia, and self-serving
crusades against "the contaminating element," instead of
"becoming a new creation" ourselves (Galatians 6:15).
We must resist all utopian ideologies and heroic
idealisms that are not tempered by patience and taught by
all that is broken, flawed, sinful, and poor. Jesus is an
utter realist and does not exclude the problem from the
solution. Work for win/win situations. Mistrust all win/
lose dichotomies.”

Rohr, Richard, Everything Belongs: The Gift of
Contemplative Prayer (The Crossroad Publishing
Company: 1999), 179-180.

- You are invited to study and discuss the
upcoming weekend's lectionary readings with

* a group of church members by joining via

Zoom or in-person in Pastor Rodney’s office,
§Tuesdays, 1:30-3:00 p.m. Contact Pastor
Rodney to be placed on the e-mail list for this :
study. Contact Lois if you need help with Zoom
: access. :

Introducing Starlighters II
Production of LOST MEMORIES...

LOST MEMORIES is the story of a family in rural
Iowa as they navigate through the realization that one of
their members is suffering with Dementia/Alzheimer’s
Disease. The play was written by Shawn Carr, a
Cascade native and long-time Starlighter, and is being
presented for the first time on stage.

Carr found inspiration from the world he grew up in, and
from that he created a script that he hopes will touch
people’s lives with its warmth, caring and humor.

Live talk-backs after the performances on August 5, 6,
and 7 will allow audience members to talk with memory
care professionals. The show continues through August
12, 13, and 14.

Tickets go on sale on July 25, and can be purchased
online at www.starlighters.org
or through the Starlighters box office at 319-462-4793



http://www.starlighters.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001X7w5l2Qbx61qNrpfu2IOUQSS42f9S5Q1c_tWXPvcGSKtau9vA0zpxztaNRcgSRMM9u5XRpiF7lX6ML6MrNmgQJ-tLS1FcTxFqdnSGDa1XNPMzwzUKdV0dbvDgrBN1LJvS6-b2LWMzWkqkAoKgRkHZJioYg4c0qP9ZwaC9sQWByWlnTspB1NKkZe9E8y7L6GCwwX2DpcP0cQfduW7PtttpTPP_PT2qPWlgGq-
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001X7w5l2Qbx61qNrpfu2IOUQSS42f9S5Q1c_tWXPvcGSKtau9vA0zpxztaNRcgSRMM9u5XRpiF7lX6ML6MrNmgQJ-tLS1FcTxFqdnSGDa1XNPMzwzUKdV0dbvDgrBN1LJvS6-b2LWMzWkqkAoKgRkHZJioYg4c0qP9ZwaC9sQWByWlnTspB1NKkZe9E8y7L6GCwwX2DpcP0cQfduW7PtttpTPP_PT2qPWlgGq-
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THE USE of the MEANS of GRACE: A Statement on the Practice of Word and Sacrament
Adopted for Guidance and Practice Aug, 1997, EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN
AMERICA

THE HOLY COMMUNION IS GIVEN TO THE BAPTIZED

Principle

37 Admission to the Sacrament is by invitation of the Lord, presented through the Church to those
who are baptized.

Application 37A  When adults and older children are baptized, they may be communed for the first
time in the service in which they are baptized. Baptismal preparation and continuing catechesis
include instruction for Holy Communion.

Background 37B Customs vary on the age and circumstances for admission to the Lord's Supper.
The age for communing children continues to be discussed and reviewed in our congregations.
When "A Report on the Study of Confirmation and First Communion " was adopted, a majority
of congregations now in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America separated confirmation and
reception of Holy Communion and began inviting children to commune in the fifth grade. Since
that time a number of congregations have continued to lower the age of communion, especially
for school age children. Although A Statement on Communion Practices precluded the
communion of infants, members and congregations have become aware of this practice in some
congregations of this church, in historical studies of the early centuries of the Church, in the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada, and in broader ecumenical discussion.

Application 37C Baptized children begin to commune on a regular basis at a time determined
through mutual conversation that includes the pastor, the child, and the parents or sponsors
involved, within the accepted practices of the congregation. Ordinarily this beginning will occur
only when children can eat and drink, and can start to respond to the gift of Christ in the Supper.

Application 37D Infants and children may be communed for the first time during the service in
which they are baptized or they may be brought to the altar during communion to receive a
blessing.

Application 37E In all cases, participation in Holy Communion is accompanied by catechesis
appropriate to the age of the communicant. When infants and young children are communed, the
parents and sponsors receive instruction and the children are taught throughout their
development.

Background 37F Catechesis, continuing throughout the life of the believer, emphasizes the
sacrament as gift, given to faith by and for participation in the community. Such faith is not
simply knowledge or intellectual understanding but trust in God 's promises given in the Lord's
Supper ("for you " and "for the forgiveness of sin") for the support of the baptized.

Application 37G When an unbaptized person comes to the table seeking Christ's presence and is
inadvertently communed, neither that person nor the ministers of Communion need be ashamed.
Rather, Christ's gift of love and mercy to all is praised. That person is invited to learn the faith of
the Church, be baptized, and thereafter faithfully receive Holy Communion.

Response to The Use of the Means of Grace: Do any words or thoughts seem important to you
in these passages? Which name for Holy Communion most resonates with you or expresses
what seems true to you in this sacrament?
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2023 Directory Photo Sign Ups Are Available on St. Paul Website (stpaulanamosa.com)

EVERYONE can help by choosing to:

+ Submit a digital photo of your family to Lois at stpaulanamosa@gmail.com OR

+ Make an appointment (the link to Sign-up Genius can be found the first page of our

webpage “2023 Directory Sign Up”’) OR

+ You get written permission from your new professional photography session to use
their image in our directory. Additional option: (If you want to use your Lifetouch
photo from the 2018 or 2019 directory please call Lois. We would like as many
new photos as possible but we now have permission to use the Lifetouch photos from

before.)

Deadline for photos will be December 1st. (Sooner is always appreciated)

Directory set up will look like the example below. There will be an opportunity to proof the directory

before it goes to print. We hope to have 100% participation in the photo and paragraphs!

Ed & Jan Allaire: Jan started coming to St. Paul between 1959 and 1960. | was going into 3™ grade.
| went to church, Sunday School and VBS. In 1965 | was confirmed by Pastor Beener. In the 1980’s |
did VBS for a few years. | help out when ever asked. On May 31, 1997 | married Ed Allaire and . . .

St Paul will celebrate it’s 100th Anniversary in 2023! The Anniversary

Committee has been working hard collecting and planning for our year-long celebration. Time is
drawing near and we still need YOUR help. Did you know as of August 7 there are only 146 days

17982 E 23 County Home Road
Monticello, IA 52310

Ed & Jan Allaire (319) 462-4223
(email if provided)

left until January 1, 2023? There is a lot of planning and work yet to be done.

¢

* & o o

¢

*
¢

Things we still need:
o Wedding Photos of anyone married at St. Paul (especially from 1990 to present).
o Photos of interest at St. Paul Activities.
o Several people to plan and carry out 4-6 activities of celebration during the year. Activity possibilities: If this

symbol appears after the event we have a leader! & Can we get volunteers for all six §?

Game night (January/February)

Kickball/volley ball at WapsiAna Park (March/April)
Block Party (May/June) &

Meal w/program (August, anniversary month) &

Ice cream, pie social (September/October) &

Caroling (November/December)

e For the 2023 Church Directory

Family Photos
Family Paragraphs

Call Lois at 319-462-4841 to let her
know which activity you would like
to plan and to help choose the date
for our calendar.

7
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Mailing Address:

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church
103 East Cedar Street

Anamosa, 1A 52205

Return Service Requested

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

In-Person Worship Services
Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. Traditional

Contemporary Sunday 10:00 a.m. **

Taped service is available on
YouTube, Facebook and website.

** At WapsiAna Park - =

Lutheran World Relief Update...

Well, St. Paul family, we are well on our way to meeting our goals
for the 2022 Lutheran World Relief Kits.

Still needed for the School Kits:
70-sheet Spiral Notebooks
12 in./30 cm RulersPencil Sharpeners  2-1/2 inch Erasers
Ball Point Pens, blue or black ink, no gel

Thanks to all who donated to The Jones County School Drive.
The collection has ended but they will continue to accept cash
donations which can be mailed to Jones County Family Council,
PO Box 472, Anamosa IA 52205




