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Josh, Samantha & Knox Fairbanks. Congratulations to Samantha and Joshua
Fairbanks in the Baptism of their child Knox

Josh grew up in Anamosa. s = ; Joshua Fairbanks on August 15, 2021

He is Son of the late o (% ’

>
P i o

Dennis Fairbanks and Jill
and Terry Kennebeck and
has four siblings, Alissa,
Rachel, Ryan, and Brady.
Josh worked in Illinois
where he met Samantha
who grew up in Strawn, IL. 3/
Samantha is the daughter
of Darren Ropp and Sandy
Ropp and has two sisters Savannah and Sadie Ropp.
Josh and Sam married on September 3rd, 2016. They
moved back to lowa about four years ago. Josh works
for his uncle Doug and aunt Jody on their dairy farm
and Sam works for STgenetics. They welcomed their
first son Knox May 2nd, 2021. In their spare time they
enjoy hanging out in their heifer barn, going to cattle
shows, and spending time with family. Samantha grew
up attending St Paul Lutheran in Forrest, Illinois and R

Josh attended United Church of Christ in Anamosa. . _
Josh's family invited them to join St. Paul. Welcome! Knox Fairbanks, his dad Josh & mom Samantha were

surrounded by family during Knox’s baptism Sunday.

Is that unused travel money from 2020 asking to be put
towards a life-changing adventure? If yes, then come join ELCA
pastors Trish Decker and Rodney Bluml on a pilgrimage to the Holy
Lands, Feb. 14-25, 2022. Not sure but you want to know more? Come to
our information evening, 7-8:30 p.m. on Mon., Aug. 23, hosted at Faith
Lutheran Church in Marion (155 Boyson Rd, Marion, IA 52302). Talk
with past pilgrims. Ask questions. Share your dreams and expectations
for going to the place where Jesus walked.

Do a little preliminary investigating by going to the Magi Travel website
- https://web.cvent.com/event/6d71654e-2f0a-47d8-bcbd-a4cbdd47b554/
summary?Refld=Magi2221&rt=3MOqqtl1 AOycaqto3Ks03 A

Or to our trip registration page at https://cvent.me/WY0eGG

If you have questions or want to let us know you’ll join us, contact Trish
at 319.540-5105 or Rodney at 319.389-6153. Shalom!



https://web.cvent.com/event/6d71654e-2f0a-47d8-bcbd-a4cbdd47b554/summary?RefId=Magi2221&rt=3MOqqtl1A0ycaqto3Ks03A
https://web.cvent.com/event/6d71654e-2f0a-47d8-bcbd-a4cbdd47b554/summary?RefId=Magi2221&rt=3MOqqtl1A0ycaqto3Ks03A
https://cvent.me/WY0eGG

August 29, 2021
Worship in Central Park
WD4 Rally Day

Please come join us at Central Park to kick
off the new WD4 school year! We'll begin
at 10:30 A.M. with a beautiful outdoor
worship service (rain or shine at the
Pavilion).

After the service, we'll have games, lunch,
and a chance to meet our youth leaders for
the year. Registration forms will also be
available that day and online to get your
students signed up.

Stay for lunch provided by Hog Rollin Smoke
serving pulled pork, sliced pork loin, macaroni and
cheese, cheesy potatoes, and baked beans.
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You are never too old to
affirm your baptism!

If you have completed 8th grade and
have not yet publicly affirmed vyour
baptism (been Confirmed), you are
invited to join our process of growth and
formation this year. We typically meet
once a month on Sunday from 3:30-5:30
p.m. in small and large groups for
process, story telling, prayer, and
activities. People of all ages are involved.
You will have a mentor or guide to join
you on the journey. Confirmation is
scheduled for May 1, 2022. If you are
curious or feeling nudged by Holy Spirit
to grow in your relationship with God,
come to our information evening, 7-8
p-m. on Wednesday, August 25
(following worship) in the Fellowship Hall
of the church. Please contact Kaileen or
me directly at 462-4841 to let us know
you'll be there so we can plan for

you. We will have the full calendar and
details available at that time.

You are Smart, Valuable & Unique and WD4 Needs YOU!l Do you have a special gift
that you would like to share with the children or young people in our Community? Are you looking for
intergenerational interaction? Then St. Paul NEEDS you and our children and youth do too! If you
would like to teach, be a classroom helper, make snacks or have a gift or hobby you would like to
teach our young people then please contact me and I can help find a good fit for you in our WD4
program! We meet every Wednesday night from 6—7Em in the C.E. building. If you are looking for
something that will challenge you, encourage you, make you smile and give you a sense of fulfillment
then I have JUST what you need :-)

Kaileen Weaver- 951-5653-5728
cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com

Lutheran World Relief School Kit time again.

Now is the time to start collecting school items for Lutheran World Relief school kits. With back
to school sales going on you can get more items for your generous donation. The items we need
this year are:

School Kit Supply List

4 spiral notebooks, 70 sheets each 5 unsharpened #2 pencils

1 rule, 12” and 30 centimeters 5 black or blue ink pens, no gel ink
1 pencil sharpener 1 box 16 or 24 crayons

1 pair blunt scissors 1 eraser, 2-1/2 inch

Please bring your donation to church on Wednesday or leave at the CE building during regular summer hours.
Call the office if you need additional options. Our goal is to make 125 bags!

Donations for the local school drive can be dropped off at the Anamosa Journal/Eureka during their
regular business hours. This list is published in the Journal/Eureka or at Walmart.
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Please Pray for the
Following People

(Why people want prayers isn’t important, the prayers are!)

Rosie Austin, Ed Allaire, Leslie Schwartz,
Marty Rowland.

To add a name call or email Lois at 462-4841/
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com. Names will be listed for 4
weeks and may be renewed.

GriefShare will meet on Tuesday evenings
at 6:00 pm in the lower level of the CE
building. If you would like to attend please
call Nancy Douglas for details at 319-551-
3358.

AA meets in the lower level of the CE
building on Tuesday evenings at 8:00 pm.

Jones County Food Bank: To donate
money, make checks payable to Jones
County Community Food Bank and mail
to 105 Broadway Place, Anamosa [IA
52205. For appointment to drop off/pick
up call Julie at 462-4343. They are in
canned vegetables, canned fruits, beef
stew, Mac & Cheese and personal care
items. You may also drop off food
donations to the church office during
regular business hours or during WD4.
Please place items under the table in the
entryway. A church member will contact
Julie to make arrangements for delivery.

Forks and Friends will be
offering a FREE meal at
Wapsiana Park on Thursday,
August 26 from 5:00 to 6:30 PM.

In September we will resume
Drive-through meals at the
Anamosa United Methodist
Church, East entrance/parking
lot door, 4th Thursday of the
month.

Thank you.

Janeece Lasley,
secretary at AUMC

Introduction: In today’s gospel many people take
offense at Jesus’ invitation to eat his flesh and drink his
blood; even many of Jesus’ disciples peel off. This is the
backdrop in John’s gospel for Peter’s confession of faith.
“To whom can we go?” asks Peter, in words we
sometimes sing just before the gospel is read. “You
have the words of eternal life.” In order to take such a
stand, as Peter and Joshua did, Paul tells us to arm
ourselves with the word of God. We pray in the Spirit
that we might be bold ambassadors of the gospel.

First Reading: The Book of Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18 NIV

Joshua, son of Nun, was Moses’ aide during their Exodus
through the desert, and succeeded him as leader of the Israelite
people in the twelfth century BCE. In Hebrew, Joshua means
“Yahweh saves or Yahweh is salvation.” It is another way of
saying Yeshua or “Jesus.” Joshua’s history includes the
conquest of the Promised Land {Canaan, modern day Israel}
after Moses’ death, the division of the tribes into different lands,
and the ultimate reunification of the tribes after something like a
civil war erupted between the tribes on the western bank of the
Jordan and the three tribes who settled east of the Jordan River
(modern day Jordan).

Today’s story is significant because it shows us how the
Chosen People after being led by Yahweh God to the Promised
Land began to forget their covenant with Him. They were
distracted by the gods of their neighbors: fertility, power, nature,
storms.... After some time has passed and the returning tribes
have reunited with those who remained in the face of the
drought that drove Jacob’s family to Egypt generations earlier,
Joshua reminds the Israelites how Yahweh led them from slavery
through the desert into freedom in their own land, and how they
must now renew their loyalty to Yahweh by remaining faithful
to the covenant offered previously to Abraham when he was
beyond the River (Euphrates) and to Moses and the people at
Mt. Sinai.

We hear today that all the people were gathered in one place
{Shechem, about 40 miles north of Jerusalem where their
forefathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob had all worshiped
Yahweh}, and with one voice proclaimed their loyalty and
commitment to their God. Joshua’s household, meaning his clan
and all the Israelites loyal to him, vowed to serve the Lord
because of all the Lord had done for them.

Even though the peoples’ response is delivered by their
leaders with an air of absolute confidence, our imaginations
might reveal a different reality away from the rank and file
leadership. While the response was made by the aligned leaders
and patriarchs of the clans, anyone who is a matriarch or
grandfather of an extended family knows that there is always
some form of dissent lurking about. Of course, some of the
Israelite youth thought it was clever to sneak a visit to the shrine
of an Amorite god while out of the eyesight of his parents. Some
folks probably offered money or sacrifices to win the attention
of a Sumerian goddess thought to be responsible for the growing
seasons; after all, what could it hurt? Others sought out powers



https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g
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that delivered more immediate and self-satisfying ends than
did the seemingly unheeded prayers to Yahweh. Others would
have nursed doubt and mockery. While we can understand that
these actions flow from natural inclinations of the human
heart, overcoming them out of steadfast loyalty to the One
True God has been the timeless task of every generation,
parent, elder, and righteous leader.

Second Reading: The letter to the early Christian
community in Ephesus and throughout the world 5:21-32

“Wives, be subordinate to their husbands....” A lot of
energy has been spent on this “sexist” passage in recent years
because it strikes many people as something contrary to our
modern understanding of relationships, especially in a
marriage. But let’s take a closer look at why the author of this
letter chose this imagery to convey a spiritual ideal.

The author is pointing out that submissiveness, or
obedience, is a trait all Christians are intended to have in
the Spirit of Christ. We are asked to be obedient to the Lord,
and here’s the line of reasoning: as Christ (masculine) is head
of the church (a feminine word in Greek), so the husband
(masculine) is head of his wife (feminine) and his body
(neuter). Marriage relationships were considered a
foundational network in the society and a model for ecclesial
relationship. Whether or not you agree with this arrangement,
keep in mind that some cultures and religious traditions still
follow this teaching.

This imagery is balanced by the call to mutual obedience in
5:21, “(Defer) to one another out of reverence for Christ,” and
also by the admonition husbands are given to love their wives,
as they love their own body/self. This image picks up on a
statement from Jesus {Mk. 10:7-12} concerning marriage, that
in God, two people become one flesh. As it is with Christ and
his body, the Church, so it is with marriage, ideally. As Christ
sacrificed himself wholly to make his body, the Church, holy,
so husbands are called to sacrifice wholly for their wives.

Just as Joshua and the elders were responsible for the
proper order of their household, Israel, so Christians are
responsible for ordering their households towards Christ.
Perhaps the greater wisdom in this reading is in admonishing
men to take responsibility for the family, and like Christ,
provide nourishment for its growth just as they would feed
their own bodies.

Gospel: John 6:60-69 NIV

Jesus has finished his “Bread of Life” discourse, and now
the disciples are more troubled than ever. What he has said
sounds grotesque to them. He is saying things that are
upsetting people’s sensibilities: “eat my flesh, drink my
blood.” In the Hebrew mind, this was impractical and absurd.
The people were thinking concretely; they were not hearing
the spiritual promise and the emphatic sense of his words.
They simply did not grasp Jesus’ attempt to align himself with
the bread and the covenant that saved their ancestors, and
many abandoned him at this point. Jesus’ disciples were
forced that day to make a choice whether or not to be loyal to

Taped services are found on St. Paul
website, St. Paul YouTube page or St.
Paul Facebook page.

Wednesday, August 18
*+  6:00pm Worship
Comm. Prep

Greeter: Ben & Angie Coyle
Reader: Ben Coyle
PowerPoint: Barb Kleis

Thursday, August 19
*  3:00pm HACAP Distribution

Sunday, August 22

*+ 10:30am Worship at Wapsiana Park
Comm Prep: TBA
Greeter: Ed & Susan
Reader: Shaun Lambertsen
Prayers: Valerie Lambertsen

Tuesday, August 24

+ 1:30pm Scripture study (in person CE bldg.)
+  6:00pm Grief Support—LL CE building

*  8:00pm AA— LL CE building

Wednesday, August 25
*  6:00pm Worship
Comm. Prep
Greeter: Darla Algoe
Reader: Darla Algoe
PowerPoint: Myra Powell
+ 7:15pm Confirmation information mtg

Sunday, August 29

*+ 10:30am Worship at Central Park
Comm Prep: Linda Kenny
Greeter: Tom & Sherri
Reader: Tom Sabotta
Prayers: Nancy Stout

Summer Office Hours

Monday 8:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m.
Tuesday 8:00 a.m.—1:30 p.m.
Wednesday 8:00 a.m.— 2:00 p.m
Thursday  8:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m.
Friday Office Closed

Address Change: Karol and Paul Pinney
have moved to Village Place in Marion.
Their address is 345 Marion Blvd., Apt. 201,
Marion, IA 52302 Phone number is 319-
289-8098. Pastor recommended we put this
in the bulletin for our members to see in case
they would like to contact them. It’s been a
hard and I know they would appreciate any
mail or phone calls.

Thanks, Carlene Vavricek
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him. Was he the chosen Son of the Most High, or
was he a Roman in disguise?

Like the household of Joshua, the apostles stayed
true to the Lord and remained by Jesus’ side vowing
their willingness to serve him. Somehow, as Peter
proclaimed, they saw Yahweh God’s ongoing saving
action in this man and named him “God’s holy one.”
Even though the apostles lacked perfect
understanding, out of their commitment, the Church
was born.

Jesus’ faction (grassroots movement to sow
God’s Kingdom) had grown significantly. He was
disappointed but not surprised that a few people
were troubled by his words and returned home, but
he could not risk losing any of his apostles
(generals), and so he asks them directly if they will
leave. The movement is doomed to fail if his chosen
leaders do not remain loyal to him. When asked,
Peter believes he speaks for the entire group, but
Jesus knows better. All twelve are loyal to Jesus,
but within the group, relationships are weak.
Culturally, they were taught to care little about the
other members, with the exception of blood
brothers, but were fiercely loyal to their charismatic
leader. We hear this in Mark’s story (10:37) when
James and John seek to sit in the places of power
when Jesus comes to the throne. The other ten were
resentful and grumbled against them. Similarly,
when Peter spoke, we can imagine the others asking
themselves, “Who does he think he is; God? How
does he know what we think or feel?” Like other
faction leaders (prophets), Jesus had a very good
sense that despite all he did and said, he would
eventually be doubted, denied, and betrayed by
some followers.

This message of loyalty was significant for the
members of John’s fledgling Christian community
who were struggling to stay loyal to each other, a
menagerie of broken people brought together in the
name of Jesus. The communal meal that Jesus had
left as a memorial reminded them that like the
manna (bread in the desert), God provides for their
physical needs. But through this discourse presented
by John in chapter 6, his community learns that
more important is the sometimes elusive, spiritually
nourishing aspect of salvation experienced in
relationship. The Word of God is eternal and it is
Jesus. What Jesus taught through his earthly, fleshy
life put the disciples in touch with God’s Spirit.
Even though Jesus was not physically with John’s
community any longer, this Spirit of truth came
alive whenever the story of Jesus’ saving actions
were retold in community, taken in by its members,
and lived out in the marketplace, homes, and
classrooms; it is in the feet washing. The
implication is that receiving blessed bread is not

enough; it must be paired with ongoing encounters
of the praying Church and the recognition of
Christ’s call to “wholly give oneself away.” This is
the harder commitment for many people, and the
reason some turn away.

Taking it Home:

] Is there mutual respect and obedience in your
married relationship? Do you see your
(potential) partner as a very extension of
yourself?

'] What “gods” distract you from following Jesus
or loving your spouse? Which god(s) do you choose
to be loyal to? Be honest and say it out loud.

1 Are men naturally self-centered? Talk amongst
yourselves....

"1 The Creed (according to one’s heart) within
liturgy is a loyalty pact. Do you mean it?

") Which words or line carry the most meaning for
you today?

"1 Name some ways you “serve the Lord” or how
others could observe your loyalty to Christ.

1 What saying or action of Jesus shocks you? Do
any church teachings shock you? What cultural
events shock you? What have you seen on TV, in a
movie, or heard in music recently that shocked
you? Why were you shocked? Did this spur you
into action, thought, or discourse? Be shocked if
nothing shocks you anymore.
eCan you think of any situations or systems today

that sound like today’s first reading?

Mindfulness (set aside three minutes. Breathe. Read slowly three
times. Which words or ideas hold energy for you? What images emerge
in you?)

“Most of us were taught that God would love us if and
when we change. In fact, God loves you so that you can
change. What empowers change, what makes you
desirous of change is the experience of love. It is that
inherent experience of love that becomes the engine of
change.” — Richard Rohr

“Christians are usually sincere and well-intentioned
people until you get to any real issues of ego, control,
power, money, pleasure, and security. Then they tend to
be pretty much like everybody else. We have often been
given a bogus version of the Gospel, some fast-food
religion, without any deep transformation of the self; and
the result has been the spiritual disaster of "Christian"
countries that tend to be as consumer-oriented, proud,
warlike, racist, class conscious, and addictive as
everybody else-and often more so, I'm afraid.”

— Richard Rohr, Breathing Underwater: Spirituality
and the 12 Steps



http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/7919.Richard_Rohr
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/7919.Richard_Rohr
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/550272
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/550272
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St Paul Council Summary
August 9, 2021 @ 8:13pm

Council Members Present: Rodney Bluml, Michele Countryman, Angie Coyle, Doug Fairbanks, Jason Geltz,
Jamie Hamblin, Susan Koppenhaver, Dean Lambertsen, Nancy Lyon Douglas, Dustin Paulson, and Nancy
Stout.

Not Present: Tom Sabotta

Welcome/check-in: Call to order at 8:13 pm Welcome to the newly elected members. Approve minutes from
the July meeting: No changes identified for the July minutes. Susan Koppenhaver motioned for approval.
Angie Coyle seconded the motion. Ayes carry.

Pastor’s Report: Opportunity was given to ask Pastor any questions about his report for the month of July.
Financial Reports: Doug Fairbanks motioned for approval of the financials. Jason Geltz second. Ayes carry.
Old Business

e Rally Day and Worship at Central Park - everything on schedule for Rally Day on August 29th. There are
enough paper meal supplies already on hand to use for the meal after service. The Oldhams have graciously
agreed to help with transporting those who may need assistance getting from their vehicles to the lodge for
worship.

e RAGBRALI - summary and reflection: The turn out was a bit disappointing as we didn’t serve as many as we
had hoped, however many of the churches were pretty much in the same boat. We served 380 meals to the
RAGBRAI riders. Many of the leftovers gave us a new opportunity to serve the community as many of the
donations were given to other areas. After expenses proceeds of $2613.35 will also be donated to Free Indeed.
Big thank you to the St Paul family for rallying to contribute free will donations for leftover meals and pie!
Nancy Stout indicated her sincere thanks to the over 50 congregation members that volunteered in some way.
We couldn’t have done it without

your support!

e Banowetz Lumberyard updates - Concrete is coming next week then the new lumberyard building will be
constructed. It will likely be Nov/Dec before the move occurs from the current space to the new space.

e Annual meeting summary 58 voting members in attendance. It was a very quick meeting, only 22 minutes
long.

New Business

e God’s Work, Our Hands - Family and Youth, Outreach involvement in this nationwide event occurring on
Sept 8. Planning is currently in the works, stayed tuned for updates in The Pulse for how to participate in this
event.

e [ois’ new contract: Lois will now be working 20 hours a week. This is as the result of ongoing
conversations and analysis of activity over the last 18 months. Lois' office schedule will primarily be 4-5 hours
a day Mon-Thurs.

e Continue discussion for the need of a chairperson to assess ongoing upkeep of facilities The council
discussed the need to have a regular assessment of routine activities that need to occur for monthly and annual
facilities upkeep. The Grounds and Maintenance Committee will work on compiling this list.

e Music worship volunteers: A discussion and motion was made by Jamie Hamblin with a second from Dustin
Paulson to provide a thank you and honorarium to the Sunday morning worship team for their time, talent, and
musical equipment to make wonderful music for the summer Sunday services in Wapsiana Park.

e Naming St Paul Council Executive Team: Chair (President), Vice Chair, and Secretary are named positions
that require filling. Discussion ensued to nominate council members in these roles. Nancy Stout has served as
President/Chair for two years, which is a full term limit. Thanks to Nancy for her commitment to St. Paul as
the Council President for the last two years. Jason Geltz was nominated to serve as a chair and Nancy Stout
was nominated to be the vice chair. Doug Fairbanks motioned nominations cease as he believes both would
serve well in this role. Ayes carry to close nominations. Ayes carried for Jason Geltz to serve in the Chair role.
Ayes carried for Nancy Stout to serve in the Vice Chair role. Michele Countryman was nominated to serve as
the secretary. Ayes carried for this nomination.
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Council Minutes Continued:

Committee representation - council members also serve in a St Paul Committee role. The committee

representation includes
o Discipleship - unassigned at this time

o Youth and Family ministry - Angie Coyle and Dean Lambertsen agreed to serve

as part of this committee.

o Outreach/Social Justice - Susan Koppenhaver and Jason Geltz agreed to serve in

as part of this committee

o Member care - Nancy Stout and Jamie Hamblin agreed to serve on this

committee.

o Grounds and Maintenance - Dustin Paulson and Doug Fairbanks agreed to serve

on this committee.

o Worship - Pastor Rodney serves as part of the Worship committee. Nancy Stout

will also remain a member of the worship committee

o Stewardship/Finance - Tom Sabotta will remain in this committee role

Committee work largely occurs outside of the council meetings with congregation members volunteering their
time and talent to serve in these roles. Reports and proposals from committees are presented to the council
meetings for discussion. The council discussed the possibility of expanding participation to more

congregation members willing to volunteer their time and talent.
Upcoming events: Backpack Blessing on August 22nd

Rally Day @ Central Park on August 29th
God’s Work, Our Hands on Sept 8th

Date and time for next meeting: September 13th @ 6:30pm

Adjourn and Closing Prayer Susan Koppenhaver motioned to adjourn. Jamie Hamblin second.

Motion to adjourn at 9:24pm

September Birthdays

Olivia Coyle 9/4 Michele Countryman
Jan Koppenhaver 9/5 Deborah Clymer
Marilyn Holcomb 9/5 Sherri Evans

Hank Biere 9/6 Bella Loney

Aaron Zumbach 9/6 Connor Andresen

Bob Hefflefinger 9/6 Jason Geltz

Wendy Capron 9/7 Alaina Elliott

Sally Clapp 9/8 Shaun Steven Schmieg
Kaden Von Sprecken 9/9 Henry Morning

Dani Gravel 9/14 Betty Hora

Rose Marie Austin 9/14 Denny Christenson
Allison Von Sprecken 9/17 Jayden Capron

9/17
9/17
9/18
9/19
9/20
9/20
9/20
9/25
9/26
9/28
9/29
9/29

ANtk

Serge Sisler 9/30
Gavin Cooper 9/30
Verna Parham 9/30

If your birthday was omitted from this list, we do not have the date in our records! If you
would like your birthday listed in our newsletter, please call Lois at 462-4841 or email
her at stpaulanamosa@gmail.com and she would be happy to include it.
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Mailing Address:
St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church
103 East Cedar Street

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

In-Person Worship Services

Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m.
*Blended Sunday Service at 10:30 a.m.

Covid protocols for indoor services

Taped service is available on
YouTube, Facebook and website.

* At Wapsiana park through the summer. 2
Inside if you get an email due to weather.

Next Week!
Sunday, August 29, 2021
Worship in Central Park—Rally Day
10:30 a.m. Service

Meal following




