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Beginning Sunday, September 12, St. Paul worship times Anamosa Blood Drive will be held on

will be 8:30 a.m. (indoor, traditional) and 10:30 a.m. (in the Tuesday, September 7 from 2:00—6:00 p.m.
park when weather permits, and indoors when needed, at the Anamosa High School, 209 Sadie Street
contemporary). The 6:00 p.m. Wednesday worship will bea |  in the commons.

blended service with contemporary music and will be To schedule an appointment call Trevor Hulett
recorded. WD4 classes will participate on a rotating basis. (319) 462-6878 or visit https:/

The wearing of masks and social distancing, especially login.bloodcenter.org/donor/schedules/

while around unvaccinated children, is encouraged. drive schedule/90189

Lutheran World Relief School Kit still needs most items
We no longer need pencils but could use:

School Kit Supply List
4 spiral notebooks, 70 sheets each
1 rule, 12” and 30 centimeters 5 black or blue ink pens, no gel ink
1 pencil sharpener 1 box 16 or 24 crayons
1 pair blunt scissors 1 eraser, 2-1/2 inch

Please bring your donation to church on Wednesday or leave at the CE building during regular hours. Call the
office if you need additional options. Our goal is to make 125 bags we have approximately 70 bags
already filled! Thank you for your generous donations.

Community School Supply Drive

Thank you, St. Paul folk, for participating the Anamosa Community School Supply Drive.

I set up a Thrivent Action Team to purchase backpacks to be used for this drive, but learned from the
organizers that they had enough to meet those needs. They gave me a list of items that the schools could
use, including:

o Tissues — large boxes o Snack-size Zipper bags
« Hand sanitizer wipes o Small paper plates

o Clorox Wipes o Large paper plates

o Gallon-size zipper freezer bags o Paper cups

« Rolls of paper towels

Thrivent agreed to let me change my Action Team to reflect the new needs, and I have used my $250
Impact Card for some of these items.

If you missed the school supply drive, and are interested in donating any of these items, they can be
brought to the church office. They will be given to the schools through Sherri Hunt and will be divided

between the four Anamosa schools.
Virginia Danielson
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Central Park Worship Service
and WD4 Rally Day Kick Off
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What a beautiful day at the park: 94 people attended Worship/Rally Day at Central Park on Sunday, August 29.

Music filled the air thanks to Laura, Steve, Gary and Vickie, Barb and Pastor Rodney AND all of you! Thanks for
coming out to celebrate our faith in the Lord. (photos provided by Sherri Evans)
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Photo provided by Jason Geltz

At Central Park, Kaileen Weaver gave the Children’s reflection which captivated not only the youth but the
adults as well. The example of clean and dirty containers was a great example of how Jesus was teaching his
disciples, and all those around. that being clean on the outside isn’t as important as keeping ourselves clean on
the inside and what words and actions come out from us.

Wednesday,
September 15th
following the Outdoor
Worship at 6:00 pm

(in the parking lot of the
C.E. Building )

Come see what's new and get a chance to meet your child/children’s
Teachers & Helpers Wednesday, September 15th directly
following Worship which will be held in the parking lot of the
C.E. Building with some camp style songs for all ages! This year
we have flipped where the classrooms are as well as made some subtle
improvements to our C.E. building. Come enjoy refreshments and take a look
around your child's Faith Building Classroom. Bring your bag chairs and join
us if you are able for worship :-)
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Please Pray for the
Following People

(Why people want prayers isn’t important, the prayers are!)

Jennifer Fischer, Bill Ferreter (brother of
Lois Ocenosak), for peace, and for
wellness and healing for all those in need.

To add a name call or email Lois at 462-4841/
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com. Names will be listed for 4
weeks and may be renewed.

GriefShare will meet on Tuesday evenings
at 6:00 pm in the lower level of the CE
building. If you would like to attend please
call Nancy Douglas for details at 319-551-
3358.

AA meets in the lower level of the CE
building on Tuesday evenings at 8:00 pm.

Jones County Food Bank: To donate
money, make checks payable to Jones
County Community Food Bank and mail
to 105 Broadway Place, Anamosa [IA
52205. For appointment to drop off/pick
up call Julie at 462-4343. They are in peas,
pancake mix and syrup, canned tuna, Mac
& Cheese and personal care items. You may
also drop off food donations to the church
office during regular business hours or
during WDA4. Please place items under the
table in the entryway. A church member
will contact Julie to make arrangements
for delivery.

Community Event

The Lesters, a well-known Christian
musical group will be performing at New
Life Community Church of the Nazarene at
16159 County Rd E16, Monticello Iowa on
September 11 at 6:00 P.M.

If you aren’t familiar with The Lesters, they
are a group who love to encourage people
with lively gospel songs. They were formed
in the 1930s by a father, mother and children,
who performed in person, on radio and later
on television. They currently consist of a
father, his son and daughter-in-law, and their
two young children. Their music has a
modern feel and features tight harmonies.

To learn more about them, go to https://
www.thelesters.com

A freewill offering will be taken.

Introduction: James tells us to stop showing favoritism
in the assembly, treating the rich visitor with more
honor than the poor one. Jesus himself seems to show
partiality in his first response to the Syrophoenician
woman in today’s gospel. Was he testing her faith in
saying Gentiles don’t deserve the goods meant for God’s
children? Or was he speaking out of his human
worldview, but transcended those limits when she took
him by surprise with her reply? Either way, the story
tells us that God shows no partiality. Everyone who
brings a need to Jesus is received with equal honor as a
child and heir.

First Reading: the Book of the Prophet Isaiah 35: 4-7a NIV
This reading gives us a good example of how a prophetic leader

speaks to his people when they are troubled. Isaiah has seen his people
conquered and scattered throughout the Assyrian Empire {703 BCE}
and he knows their hearts are longing for liberation, freedom, and their
homeland. They want to feel secure again and know they are the
chosen people favored by God. Isaiah’s response is to first recognize
their fear and then to weave them a fantasy filled with imagery of
healing, lush life, quenching waters, and the promises of a God who
comes with great power. Notice that the healing refers to those three
zones of spiritual energy referred to in last week’s worship aid: blind
will see (eyes/heart), deaf will hear (ears/mouth), and lame will leap
(legs/hands). The goal of the spiritual life is to keep these three zones
integrated and aligned with God’s power. For those whose leaders have
caused a disordering of these energies, the good news is that God will
restore integrity to the faithful and wholeness to the loyal nation.

Despite the fact that the Israelites were without their homeland, they
were witnessing the downfall and destruction of their ancient rivals, the
Edomites and Amorites (the tribes that lived on the east side of the
Jordan River and Dead Sea, descendants of Esau). In their minds, these
things had to happen before the restoration of Samaria, the capital city
of the Israel’s northern kingdom, could take place and the people be
allowed to parade with joy and singing back to the temple of sacrifice
located there. The people might very well have taken great consolation,
hope and encouragement from Isaiah’s words.

Psalm 146
Second Reading: The Letter from James 2: 1-17 NIV

The authorship of this letter is debated, but it could easily have been
one of the early disciples “son of Alpheus” or more probably “James,
brother of the Lord” who became head of the Christian church in
Jerusalem and presided over the ecumenical council there in A.D. 49.
The discussions presided over by him led to the admittance of Gentiles
(non-Jews) into the early church. This letter fits into Jewish Wisdom
literature in that similar to Proverbs, Sirach, or the Book of Wisdom, it
is a call and guide to holy living.

Jewish tradition held that those who were favored by the Lord were
naturally affluent and powerful in this world. But in the Christian
church of the first century, this tradition was being challenged with
ideas of egalitarianism {equality} in God’s eyes as a result of Christ’s
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saving action. Christ’s ministry was most often to the poor, outcast,
and downtrodden. His passion and resurrection were for the benefit
of all people, Jew and Gentile, woman and man, believer and
unbeliever, rich and poor, sinner and saved. In God’s eyes, salvation
is equally available to all. As followers of Christ, we have an
obligation to lift up the blessed poor (vulnerable) in our midst.

These Jewish Christians, apparently living outside Jerusalem,
were guilty of judging and reacting to people based on their outward
appearance. James did not want them to be guilty of the same actions
Jesus chastised the Pharisees for in last week’s gospel. Through
baptism in Christ, all are made equal in faith and outward actions
should reflect this. James did not expect this to erase all socio-
economic separations but he did expect Christians to think the best
of each other as sisters and brothers in Christ.

To make matters worse in the communities to which James was
writing, some members were inviting wealthy non-Christians to join
their assembly without first professing belief in Christ. Apparently
this was an attempt to win over benefactors (big donors) at a time
when the Jewish Christians felt financially vulnerable. After all, they
had been removed from their wealth, homeland, and tradition. It is
understandable that their fear would lead to this behavior, but it was
not acceptable. These Christians were guilty of the same actions that
led the early Israelites into exile: putting trust in the wealth, armies,
or political leadership of non-believers over loyalty to God and
fellow believers.

Gospel: Mark 7:24-37 NIV
This gospel story was told in response to the inquiry: “What kind

of Christ is Jesus?”

The fulfillment of Isaiah’s fantasy was found in Jesus of
Nazareth, the Messiah!!! You can hear the people of the Ten Cities
proclaiming his praises. The Gentile (non-Jewish) region of the
Decapolis was located southeast of the Sea of Galilee, a full day’s
walk from the Jewish village of Capernaum. Jesus was challenging
and expanding the traditional notion that the Jews were God’s only
chosen ones and that the Messiah would come solely for their sakes.
Jesus went to these Gentile cities to heal people of infirmities and
free them from evil spirits. What does this mean??? The Kingdom
of God is here and God’s power is available to everyone. Mark
wanted his Gentile hearers to find a comfort in this Messiah, as well.

In this particular story, Mark masterfully weaves the events so we
understand that Jesus was a healer and the fulfillment of Isaiah’s
Messianic prophecy. The deaf/mute man is referred to by the same
Greek word, “mogilalos,” that Isaiah used in chapter 35 to describe
those who would be healed by Yahweh. This word is very rare in
scripture and strongly indicates that Mark intentionally chose it to
make this connection. Jesus acted like the other healers of his day by
employing three natural techniques of healing: touch, spitting, and
words. First, Jesus touched the affected areas: ears and tongue. In the
ancient mind, these two senses were connected; an easily understood
concept when one thinks how impaired hearing affects one’s speech.
Jesus was attempting to remove the “demon” that blocked the clear
connection of these two senses. Jesus spit in the “evil eye” of the

Taped services are found on St. Paul
website, St. Paul YouTube page or St.
Paul Facebook page.

Wednesday, September 1

*  6:00pm Worship
Greeter: Summer Parks
Reader & Prayers: Paula Sisler
PowerPoint: Myra Powell

Sunday, September 5

*+ 10:30am Worship
Comm Prep: Ralph & Sandra Andresen
Greeter: Ralph & Sandra Andresen
Prayers: Paula Sisler
Reader: Ralph Andresen

Monday, September 6
OFFICE CLOSED—Labor Day

Tuesday, September 7

* 1:30pm Scripture study (in person CE bldg.)

+  6:00pm Grief Support—LL CE building
*  8:00pm AA— LL CE building

Wednesday, September 8

*  6:00pm Worship
Greeter: Marge Bohlken
Reader & Prayers: Polly Chalstrom
PowerPoint: Darcy Tenley

Saturday, September 11
Marriage of Emily Christiansen &
Michael Hannes

Sunday, September 12

+ 10:30am Worship
Comm Prep: Barb Wilson
Greeter: Fred Austin Family
Reader & Prayers: Kathy Dornbusch

Office Hours

Monday  9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m.
Tuesday  8:30 a.m.—1:30 p.m.
Wednesday 9:00 a.m.— 2:00 p.m
Thursday 9:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m.

Friday Office Closed
St Paul Staff Emails and Phone Numbers
Pastor Rodney

blumlwa@gmail.com
Nancy Douglas, Treasurer
njldouglas@hotmail.com
Kaileen Weaver
cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com
Lois Ocenosak
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com

(319) 389-6153
(319) 551-3358
(951) 553-5728

(319) 721-9893

Please call us if we can be of assistance. PLEASE
leave a message if we cannot answer. We will
return your call ASAP.
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demon, a kind of curse, and then admonished it to leave
with the Aramaic word, “Ephphatha!!” Be opened!!
Unlike the other healers who normally took days to bring
about change in an ill person’s condition, the cure under
Jesus’ care was immediate and complete. Jesus had just
exerted his control over the spirit world. In the people’s
minds, this equated with an elevation up the ladder of
spiritual hierarchy. It became clear to the people who
observed this that Jesus was indeed an instrument of
God’s power — he even controlled the invisible demons of
the spirit world! Of course, the people were filled with
astonishment because they saw in Jesus a clear
manifestation of God’s Kingdom as promised by Isaiah.

Jesus orders the crowd not to tell anyone because he
does not want them to fall prey to a common human
error, that of replacing the message with the messenger.
Jesus does not want them to make him king; he does not
want to become their resident folk healer, nor does he
desire a fight with Rome. Jesus desires the conversion of
his people to joy and excitement in God’s reign of love.

Jesus’ exhortation to the deaf man in this gospel,
Ephphatha, leads to freedom and faith in the power of
God. It is the same exhortation we use when we baptize,
making the sign of the cross on the ears and calling upon
God’s power in the faith of the community to save and
free this person from the bondage of doubt and disbelief.
In faith there is freedom! God be praised!!!

Take it home:

¢ Do you know someone who needs to be freed from
disbelief? Take it upon yourself to share the Good News
or to offer a listening ear.

e What pre-conceived notions do you have about the
poor? What have you been told by parents, media,
politicians, teachers, friends? Is it the same as the
Christian message found in the letter of James? Is there a
way you can express more respect for the poor in the
future {maybe you can avoid categorizing the poor, try to
understand their struggles, offer to help at a local shelter
or agency that assists the poor, avoid scowling or saying
demeaning things when discussions about welfare or
homelessness come up....}

e Ask yourself, “Am I threatened by ‘the poor’?” If so,
why? What might a poor person have to offer you?
¢ Recall a favorite “fantasy” or fairy-tale you used to lift

someone’s spirits, especially at bedtime.

e Name an area of your life that has you encumbered.
Ask Jesus to free you by saying out loud, “Ephphatha!”

Mindfulness (set aside three minutes. Breathe. Read slowly
three times. Which words or ideas hold energy for you? What
images emerge in you?)

“Until we learn to love others as ourselves, it's
difficult to blame broken people who desperately
try to affirm themselves when no one else

will.” — Richard Rohr, Falling Upward: A Spirituality for the
Two Halves of Life

“The people who know God well—mystics,
hermits, prayerful people, those who risk
everything to find God—always meet a lover,

not a dictator.”
— Richard Rohr, Everything Belongs: The Gift of Contemplative
Prayer

“Faith 1s not for overcoming obstacles; it is for

experiencing them—all the way through!”
— Richard Rohr, Radical Grace. Daily Meditations by Richard
Rohr

| &
AN OPPORTUNITY TO MAKE A REAL DIFFERENCE-
SPONSDOR A CHILD

ALY (Anamosa Lunches for Youth)
What does wmy sponsovship do?

Provides a bag of food weekly during the school year for a child who
is food insecure. Bags include: 3 entrée items, breakfast foods,
fruit, drinks, and snacks.

How wmuch does sponsovship cost?

Sponsor a child for: a school year for $220,

a semester for $110 or 1 month for $25.

Donations of any amount are greatly appreciated. Checks made to
ALY can be given to the church or sent to Citizen’s Bank % Janet

Sanborn.
What s ALY7

Anamosa Lunches for Youth is in its 12" year of providing food for
children at risk of not having adequate food in preschool through
12" grade. All funds are provided by grants and donations from
generous businesses and caring individuals. All work is done by
volunteers, which allows 100 % of gifts to be used to benefit
children. Poverty affects us all and we are working to try to
strengthen our community not just for now but also for the future.
ALY is a 501C3 organization.

“For | was hungry and you gave me something to
eat...” Matthew 25: 35a
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Church Website:
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Office Staff

Pastor Rodney Bluml
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blumlwa@gmail.com

Church Secretary:

Lois Ocenosak
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stpaulanamosa@gmail.com

Children & Youth Coordinator:
Kaileen Weaver
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Children’s Church: Linda Kenny
319-350-3323

Custodian:

Lisa Biermann
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Church Council 2021-2022

Jason Geltz (President)
jason@streffelectric.com
(319) 533-3189

Nancy Stout (Vice-President)
nancyannstout@gmail.com
(319) 462-4055 (H)

(319) 480-1336 (C)

Michele Countryman (Secretary)
Michele.countryman2@gmail.com
(319) 480-5948

Nancy Lyon Douglas (Treasurer)
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(319) 551-3358

Doug Fairbanks
fairbanksfarm70@gmail.com
(319) 480-2484

Tom Sabotta
tsabott@gmail.com
(319) 721-8510

Jamie Hamblin
jamiemhuseman@gmail.com
(319) 389-8033

Angie Coyle
Angie.thomas31@gmail.com
(319) 784-7496

Susan Koppenhaver
susiet64@gmail.com
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Dustin Paulson
paulsonisu@yahoo.com
(563) 299-0114

Youth Rep: Dean Lambertsen
(319) 482-2015


mailto:blumlwa@gmail.com
mailto:stpaulanamosa@gmail.com
mailto:cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com
mailto:kleis.barb@gmail.com
mailto:nancyannstout@gmail.com
mailto:jason@streffelectric.com
mailto:nancyannstout@gmail.com
mailto:Michele.countryman2@gmail.com
mailto:njldouglas@hotmail.com
mailto:fairbanksfarm70@gmail.com
mailto:tsabott@gmail.com
mailto:stackie73@gmail.com
mailto:Angie.thomas31@gmail.com
mailto:paulsonisu@yahoo.com

St. Paul Lutheran Church | 201 N. Ford Street. Anamosa, IA 52205 | Phone: (319) 462-4841 | stpaulanamosa@gmail.com 8

Mailing Address:
St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church
103 East Cedar Street

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

In-Person Worship Services

Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m.
*Blended Sunday Service at 10:30 a.m.

Covid protocols for indoor services

Taped service is available on
YouTube, Facebook and website.

* At Wapsiana park through the summer. 2
Inside if you get an email due to weather.



