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September 12, 2021    16th Sunday of Pentecost 

 

Christ in Our Home for October, 
November and December are 
available in the white boxes in the 
entryway of the church AND on the 
table inside the front door of the CE 
building. Please stop by and pick 
one up for yourself or a neighbor.  

Mailing/Offices: 103 E. Cedar Street, Anamosa IA 52205 Website: www.stpaulanamosa.com  Fax: (319) 462-4843 

 

Creatively Connect 
 

  Intentionally Grow 
 

    Joyfully Serve 

Holy Land Pilgrimage  
 
Pastor Rodney will offer an 
information session about the 
Feb. 2022 Holy Land Pilgrimage, 
from 6:00-7:30  p.m., Monday 
September 20, in the lower level 
of the Education Building.  Call 
him at 389-6153 if you have 
questions or want to let him 
know you'll attend. 

An expression of gratitude for 
Council member Angie Coyle's 
commitment to coordinating the 
meal with The Hog, Cory Elkin, 
for the Central Park Rally 
Day.  Leading up to the day, 
she scouted out the area, met 
with the park ranger, and 
transported the mealware and 
water. Then she and husband 
Ben graciously served the 
delicious meal to us.  Many 
thanks! May blessings rain down 
on you today! 

Welcome New Members 

The Chrisman family lives in Springville. We are 
lifelong churchgoers, most recently attending in Center 
Point. As our schedules have gotten busier, we were 
looking for something closer to home and in our search 
have felt very welcomed and at home at St. Paul.  

Scott works in marketing at Kirkwood Community 
College and likes coaching his sons in youth basketball 
and teaching them to play golf. 

Sara teaches middle school vocal music in Anamosa. 
She enjoys home remodeling and reading.  

Grant is a sophomore at Springville High School, he 
enjoys video games, and is on the cross country, 
basketball, and golf teams. 

Luke is a sixth-grader at Springville. He enjoys playing 
tuba, basketball, video games, YouTube, and learning 
about history and science. 

As a family, we enjoy movies, trivia, and video games 
together and the occasional trip to the amusement park. 

It is important in being a Christian today to do our best 
to understand the teachings of Christ and follow them to 
our ability. We look forward to learning and growing with 
you as a part of St. Paul. 

Thank you, 
Scott, Sara, Grant, and Luke Chrisman 

Also this weekend we welcome Ben Carpenter and 
Kamry McLaughlin to membership at St. Paul. We look 
forward to hearing about them next week.  
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Mini-Retreat Series for Older Youth and Adults = "Being the Word." 

 
Join with other seekers and faith wonderers for a morning of reflection and sharing 
around an Illumination from the St. John's Bible. Pastor Rodney will facilitate the 
movements of this Visio Divina (Holy Seeing) process: Hearing, Seeing, Meditating, 
Sharing, Praying, and Contemplating, with one of the pieces of original scripture-based 
art from the commissioned St. John's Bible.   
 
Meet in the Fellowship Hall of the Church from 9-11 a.m. on these Saturdays - Sept. 25, 
Oct. 30, Nov. 20, Dec. 18, Jan. 15, Feb. 5, March 19, April 16, and May 14.  Each session 
stands alone, meaning you can come to as many as you like, but because resources 
need to be purchased, registration is requested by the Sunday prior to each session.  If 
you're not sure, please reserve a spot and cancel if you need to. 

WD4 will be starting back up on Wednesday,  
October 22nd @ 6pm.  Registration is available on 
our website under the Grow tab and then Family 
Ministry (The link is at the bottom labeled WD4 
21/22 Registration). You can also grab a form 
from the office.  
 
If you have any questions please do not hesitate 
to contact me!  
        Kaileen Weaver– 951-553-5728 cell 
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Lutheran World Relief School Kit still needs most items 
We no longer need pencils but could use:  
 

         School Kit Supply List 
 

    4 spiral notebooks, 70 sheets each  5 unsharpened #2 pencils 
    1 rule, 12” and 30 centimeters   5 black or blue ink pens, no gel ink 
    1 pencil sharpener       1 box 16 or 24 crayons 
    1 pair blunt scissors      1 eraser, 2-1/2 inch 

Please bring your donation to church on Wednesday or leave at the CE building during regular hours. Call the 
office if you need additional options. Our goal is to make 125 bags we have approximately 70 bags 
already filled! Thank you for your generous donations.  

Community School Supply Drive 
 
Thank you, St. Paul folk, for participating the Anamosa Community School Supply Drive. 
I set up a Thrivent Action Team to purchase backpacks to be used for this drive, but learned from the 
organizers that they had enough to meet those needs. They gave me a list of items that the schools could 
use, including: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thrivent agreed to let me change my Action Team to reflect the new needs, and I have used my $250 
Impact Card for some of these items. 
 

If you missed the school supply drive, and are interested in donating any of these items, they can be 
brought to the church office. They will be given to the schools through Sherri Hunt and will be divided 
between the four Anamosa schools.                  

Virginia Danielson 

• Tissues – large boxes 
• Hand sanitizer wipes 
• Clorox Wipes 
• Gallon-size zipper freezer bags 
• Rolls of paper towels 

• Snack-size Zipper bags 
• Small paper plates 
• Large paper plates 
• Paper cups 

Come see what's new and get a chance to meet your child/children's 
Teachers & Helpers Wednesday, September 15th directly  
following Worship which will be held in the parking lot of the 
C.E. Building with some camp style songs for all ages! This year 
we have flipped where the classrooms are as well as made some subtle 
improvements to our C.E. building. Come enjoy refreshments and take a look 
around your child’s Faith Building Classroom. Bring your bag chairs and join 
us if you are able for worship :-)  

 
Wednesday, September 15th   
following the Outdoor Worship at 
6:00 pm  (in the parking lot of the C.E. 
Building )  
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GriefShare will meet on Tuesday evenings 
at 6:00 pm in the lower level of the CE 
building. If you would like to attend please 
call Nancy Douglas for details at 319-551-
3358.  
 

AA meets in the lower level of the CE 
building on Tuesday evenings at 8:00 pm.  
 

Jones County Food Bank: To donate 
money, make checks payable to Jones 
County Community Food Bank  and mail 
to 105 Broadway Place, Anamosa IA 
52205. For appointment to drop off/pick 
up call Julie at 462-4343. They are in peas, 
pancake mix and syrup, canned tuna, Mac 
& Cheese and personal care items. You may 
also drop off food donations to the church 
office during regular business hours or 
during WD4. Please place items under the 
table in the entryway. A church member 
will contact Julie to make arrangements 
for delivery.  

 

Please Pray for the  
Following People 

(Why people want prayers isn’t important, the prayers are!) 
 

For peace, for wellness & healing to those 
in need, for immigrants and refugees, and 
those recovering from natural disasters.  
 

To add a name call or email Lois at 462-4841/
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com. Names will be listed for 4 
weeks and may be renewed.    

First Reading:  The Second Part of the book of the Prophet Isaiah 
50: 4-9a  NIV 
 This author is responsible for writing chapters 40-55 of the Book of 
Isaiah in about the 6th century BCE. The prophet is writing from 
Babylon after Cyrus of Persia had signed the edict granting the 
Israelites the right to return home. For some reason which is not 
completely clear, Isaiah’s fellow citizens begin to treat him badly, like 
the prophets before him. It may be a result of his speculations that 
God’s apparent absence and near divorce of the people was a result of 
their infidelity. It might be that he was calling them to return to 
Jerusalem when many of them had made comfortable lives in and 
around Babylon. Whatever the case, the people had apparently grown 
tired of living as second-class citizens and desired a God who would 
champion them right where they were. A sojourn to a nearly forgotten 
place was probably not the heart’s desire of the younger generations of 
Jews.  
 Today’s reading is often referred to as one of the Servant Songs. It 
recalls the hardship endured during the exile by a disciple of God. Even 
though it is written in the first person, the narrative could be applied to 
the whole nation of Israel. The behavior of the Servant’s fellow citizens 
indicates that they are not granting him the honor due to one of God’s 
prophets. The Servant believes that his words are from God, even 
though they have brought him ridicule and insult. Any human labeled a 
“cultural failure” would be driven to give up, but this Servant is 
convinced that God will vindicate him in the end by restoring his honor 
when the truth is revealed. God, not humans, is this Servant’s 
champion and the giver of true honor. 
 After Jesus’ death and resurrection, faithful Jews looked back and 
saw how he had fulfilled the same “suffering servant” role for Israel 
that Isaiah had described in this and similar passages. God triumphs 
over evil again in His people Israel and in His son Jesus. 
 
 
 Psalm 116:1-9   

 

 Second Reading:  The letter from James 3:1-12      NIV 
 In James’ and St. Paul’s experience, the claim that following the law 
was sufficient for salvation often led to a self-righteous mind set that 
concerned one more with being in the “right group” than having faith, 
love or compassion in one’s heart. At the same time, James recognized 
that simply saying, “I have faith” but not following it with loving acts 
was not consistent with a healthy, whole spirituality and did nothing to 
benefit the community. Certainly that did not reflect God’s mercy or 
love.  

Introduction: Three weeks ago we heard Peter’s 
confession of faith as told in John’s gospel. This week 
we hear Mark’s version, when Peter says, “You are the 
Messiah.” In John, the stumbling block is Jesus’ 
invitation to eat his flesh, given for the life of the world. 
In Mark too the scandal has to do with Jesus’ words 
about his own coming death, and here Peter himself 
stumbles over Jesus’ words. But Jesus is anointed (the 
meaning of messiah) in Mark only on the way to the cross 
(14:3); so we are anointed in baptism with the sign of 
the cross.  

Community Event 
 

The Lesters, a well-known Christian  
musical group will be performing at New 
Life Community Church of the Nazarene at 
16159 County Rd E16, Monticello Iowa on 
Saturday, September 11 at 6:00 P.M. 
 

If you aren’t familiar with The Lesters, they 
are a group who love to encourage people 
with lively gospel songs. They were formed 
in the 1930s by a father, mother and children, 
who performed in person, on radio and later 
on television. They currently consist of a 
father, his son and daughter-in-law, and their 
two young children. Their music has a 
modern feel and features tight harmonies.  
 

To learn more about them, go to https://
www.thelesters.com 
 

A freewill offering will be taken.  

https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g
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Taped services are found on St. Paul 
website, St. Paul YouTube page or St. 
Paul Facebook page.  

Wednesday, September 8 

 6:00pm Worship  
   Greeter: Marge Bohlken 
   Reader & Prayers: Polly Chalstrom 
   PowerPoint: Darcy Tenley 
 

Saturday, September 11 
 Marriage of Emily Christiansen &  
 Michael Hannes 
 

Sunday, September 12 
 8:30am Worship 
  Comm Prep: Jan & Verna 
  Greeter:  Don & Deb Hardersen 
  Reader & Prayers:  Don or Deb Hardersen 
  PowerPoint: Lois Ocenosak 
 

 10:30am Worship 
  Comm Prep: Barb Wilson 
  Greeter:  Fred Austin Family 
  Reader & Prayers:  Kathy Dornbusch 
 

Monday, September 13 
 6:30 pm Council Meeting 
  

Tuesday, September 14 
 1:30pm Scripture study (in person CE bldg.) 
 6:00pm Grief Support—LL CE building 
 8:00pm AA— LL CE building  
 

Wednesday, September 15 

 6:00pm Worship (in Parking Lot) 
   Greeter: Ken & Pam Humpal 
   Reader & Prayers: Barb Kleis 
   PowerPoint: None 
 

Thursday, September 16 
 HACAP Distribution Day 
 

Sunday, September 19 
 

 8:30am Worship 
  Comm Prep: Wilma Anderson 
  Greeter:  Dale & Pat Jensen 
  Reader & Prayers:  Pat Jensen 
  PowerPoint: Grant Lubben 
 

 10:30am Worship 
  Comm Prep: Amy Christianson 
  Greeter:  Shawn & Michele Countryman 
  Reader & Prayers:  Nancy Lyon Douglas 

Office Hours 
 

Monday   9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 
Tuesday   8:30 a.m.—1:30 p.m. 
Wednesday  9:00 a.m.— 2:00 p.m  
Thursday 9:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m. 
Friday  Office Closed 

In the rhetoric of the times, the goal was to keep the three 
spiritual zones of the body aligned with God’s will (eyes/heart; 
mouth/ears; hands/legs). A spiritually healthy person would note the 
inclination of the heart (empathy for the lonely orphan or 
immigrant), speak something (“I want to help the poor”), then 
naturally follow it up with actions that would help bring the 
statement to fruition. He acknowledged that there would be trials 
(doubt, conflicts in families, temptation to gossip, labeling) but that 
perseverance in trust would provide the strength Christians needed to 
treat each other with mutual respect. By doing this “authentically” 
the Christian community would look very different in the Roman 
culture. 
 To further this point, in verse 18, the author adds an argument 
over superiority in holiness occurring between two groups of people. 
One group specializes in professions of faith; the other participates 
in works that assist others. Surprisingly, the author sides with those 
whose works support their unspoken faith over those who apparently 
say the right things but do not lift a finger to bring about justice or 
compassion. The implication is that even those who remain silent 
about things of faith will be honored by God for bringing about His 
Kingdom in the world.  
 
Gospel:  Mark 8:27-38  NIV 
 As you listen to this account, picture yourself as one of Jesus’ 
disciples walking with him on the dusty road to Philippi. You’ve 
been with him for more than two years now. You’ve chosen to stay 
with him after many others abandoned and Jesus is about to ask you 
the most important question of your life. 
 Mark makes explicit for us the fulfillment of Isaiah’s promised 
Messiah in Jesus of Nazareth. In his questioning of the disciples 
about “Who do people say that I am?” Jesus is able to lead them to 
the first major crisis of their discipleship. The disciples were looking 
for a Messiah who would lead them against the Romans, remove 
their oppression, and fill their lives with great abundance. But, Jesus 
reveals to them that he is not the Messiah of war, the tribulation, or 
the new government. He is not the Messiah who will take away their 
pain or oppression. No, he is the Messiah of the cross; his way is the 
way of suffering for the glory of God; he will fill their pain with 
hope for new life. 
 In some ways, these disciples of Jesus have already denied 
themselves and taken up their crosses. They have changed their 
relationships with their families, livelihoods, and villages. They have 
left their security in order to join Jesus’ fictive family group. Now, 
with their expectations being threatened by Jesus, we wonder, “Will 
the disciples stay with him?”  With the shock of his recent revelation 
still fresh in their minds, they are left standing before Jesus asking 
themselves, “Will I take up my cross each day and follow him? Is 
there honor in following him to Jerusalem? Do I want to see our 
Messiah-leader cruelly suffer and die? For what purpose? Do I 
believe in our cause strongly enough to risk my life?”  All of these 
troubling questions certainly play into Peter’s very natural rebuke, 
“No, you can’t die!”  We can sympathize with Peter, can’t we? Yet, 
Jesus identifies his response as the voice of Satan, the 
personification of deceiving powers that lead one to act outside of 
God’s will. Jesus is being tempted to turn away from the mission he 
believes the Father has asked him to undertake. Peter wants Jesus to 
hide his face, protect himself from insults and spitting, and turn his 
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back on those who would strike him. Jesus hears Peter’s 
words as an invitation to rebel against God and he’ll have 
none of it. Jesus believes that despite the disbelief of 
those around him, God will be his defender and liberator. 
 Jesus did not cast Peter or any of the hesitant disciples 
away; instead, he attempted to draw them in closer 
through an invitation to do what he had done each day of 
his life: deny his own will for the sake of God’s. In this 
way of life is found the hope that leads troubled disciples 
to the answer, “Amen.” 
 
Taking it home:  

· Recall a time you endured hardship as a result of your 
faith. 

 · Do you expect God/Jesus Christ to take suffering out of 
your life, or do you expect Him to help you find hope 
and strength while suffering? 

 · Suffering is a part of the human condition. Name 
something you have learned from a time of suffering 
in your life or the life of someone close to you. 

 · Reflect on a time you realized new life, gained a new 
perspective, or came to greater faith because of a 
hardship or trial. {This is called the paschal mystery.} 

 · Find an opportunity this week to share one of your 
stories, reflections, or insights from the previous 
questions, with someone younger than you. 

 · Does your church community give you the tangible 
support you need to live the Christian life well? Can 
you find support there when you are challenged by 
dissenters or life’s travails? 

 · In America, people tend to join groups they expect will 
be personally satisfying. Brainstorm: what can be 
gained from staying with a group even when it is not 
personally fulfilling (i.e. being a third string 
quarterback, working at a conflict-ridden marriage, 
remaining a parish member even when I don’t care 
for the leaders…?)  If there is a good reason to stay, 
how long is appropriate? When is it ok to move on? 

 

Mindfulness (set aside three minutes. Breathe. Read slowly three 

times. Which words or ideas hold energy for you? What images emerge 

in you?)   
 

“The most amazing fact about Jesus, unlike almost any 
other religious founder, is that he found God in disorder 
and imperfection—and told us that we must do the same 
or we would never be content on this earth.” ― Richard 
Rohr, The Naked Now: Learning to See as the Mystics 
See 
 

 “We Western people are goal-oriented consumers, and 
we can’t imagine doing anything that won’t get us 
something. But with full deliberation, we need to 
understand our exploration is not an effort to get 
anywhere. 
 

My starting point is that we’re already there. We cannot 
attain the presence of God because we’re already totally 
in the presence of God. What’s absent is awareness. 
Little do we realize that God is maintaining us in 
existence with every breath we take. As we take another 
it means that God is choosing us now and now and now. 
We have nothing to attain or even learn. We do, 
however, need to unlearn some things.” Richard Rohr 
 

“Let’s state it clearly: One great idea of the biblical 
revelation is that God is manifest in the ordinary, in the 
actual, in the daily, in the now, in the concrete 
incarnations of life, and not through purity codes and 
moral achievement contests, which are seldom achieved 
anyway.” ― Richard Rohr 

 

Reflections on September 11 by Lois Ocenosak 
 

As we remember . . . Take a long pause in your life this week as we remember the events of September 11. Perhaps 
you will watch one of the recaps on television, perhaps you will remember where you were that morning,  
 
 As we remember . . . Look beyond the rubble and lives lost, look beyond the confusion and chaos.  
 Let peace settle into your beings. 
 
   As we remember . . . Remember to pray for our enemies (Matthew 5:44) 
 
            . . . Remember to pray for peace (Philippians 4:6-7) 
 
                . . . Remember Genesis 1:31 ‘God saw all that he had made, and it was very good.’ 
 
 

Remember the goodness (Godness) in all of creation. Be respectful and loving to all those you meet. 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/7919.Richard_Rohr
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/7919.Richard_Rohr
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/6714418
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/6714418
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/7919.Richard_Rohr
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Mailing Address:  
St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
103 East Cedar Street 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

In-Person Worship Services  
 

Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m.  
*Blended Sunday Service at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Covid protocols for indoor services 
 

Taped service is available on  
YouTube, Facebook and website.  

* At Wapsiana park through the summer. 
Inside if you get an email due to weather. 


