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September 19, 2021    17th Sunday of Pentecost 

 

Mailing/Offices: 103 E. Cedar Street, Anamosa IA 52205 Website: www.stpaulanamosa.com  Fax: (319) 462-4843 

Welcome New Members 

Last week we welcomed 
new members (left) 
Scott, Sara, Grant and 
Luke Chrisman. Their 
bio was in last week’s 
Pulse. 
 

We also welcomed new 
members (right) Ben 
Carpenter and Kamry 
McLaughlin. See bio 
below: 
 

My name is Kamry 
McLaughlin and my 
fiancé is Ben Carpenter. 
We live in Morley.     

 Ben and his family have been coming to St Paul’s since he was young. My grandparents got married at St. Paul 
over 50 years ago and my grandma has been a part of the church for years. We enjoy going kayaking, watching Ben 
race his dirt track race car, spending time with our families, and being with our dog Darby. We are getting married 
next October!  

We are looking forward to joining a church community that can give us support in growing in our relationship with 
God. Faith is so important to both of us and we can’t wait to get involved in the church! 

2021 council members installed: Michelle 
Countryman, Dustin Paulson, and Dean Lambertsen 
(right) along with existing council renewed their 
commitment of serving on council to ‘help involve 
members of the congregation in worship, learning, 
witness, service and support so the mission of Christ is 
carried out in this congregation and the wider 
church.’ (Installation of Leaders in the Congregation pg 99 in 
Occasional Services for the Assembly ©2009 ELCA. Published by 
Augsburg Fortress.) 
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Mini-Retreat Series for Older Youth and Adults = "Being the Word." 

 
Join with other seekers and faith wonderers for a morning of reflection and sharing 
around an Illumination from the St. John's Bible. Pastor Rodney will facilitate the 
movements of this Visio Divina (Holy Seeing) process: Hearing, Seeing, Meditating, 
Sharing, Praying, and Contemplating, with one of the pieces of original scripture-based 
art from the commissioned St. John's Bible.   
 
Meet in the Fellowship Hall of the Church from 9-11 a.m. on these Saturdays - Sept. 25, 
Oct. 30, Nov. 20, Dec. 18, Jan. 15, Feb. 5, March 19, April 16, and May 14.  Each session 
stands alone, meaning you can come to as many as you like, but because resources 
need to be purchased, registration is requested by the Sunday prior to each session.  If 
you're not sure, please reserve a spot and cancel if you need to. 

WD4 will be starting back up on Wednesday,  
September 22nd @ 6pm.  Registration is available 
on our website under the Grow tab and then    
Family Ministry (The link is at the bottom labeled 
WD4 21/22 Registration). You can also grab a 
form from the office.  
 

If you have any questions please do not hesitate 
to contact me!  
        Kaileen Weaver– 951-553-5728 cell 
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Community School Supply Drive 
 
Thank you, St. Paul folk, for participating the Anamosa Community School Supply Drive. 
I set up a Thrivent Action Team to purchase backpacks to be used for this drive, but learned from the 
organizers that they had enough to meet those needs. They gave me a list of items that the schools could 
use, including: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thrivent agreed to let me change my Action Team to reflect the new needs, and I have used my $250 
Impact Card for some of these items. 
 

If you missed the school supply drive, and are interested in donating any of these items, they can be 
brought to the church office. They will be given to the schools through Sherri Hunt and will be divided 
between the four Anamosa schools.                  

Virginia Danielson 

• Tissues – large boxes 
• Hand sanitizer wipes 
• Clorox Wipes 
• Gallon-size zipper freezer bags 
• Rolls of paper towels 

• Snack-size Zipper bags 
• Small paper plates 
• Large paper plates 
• Paper cups 

When: Sunday, October 31st 
Time: 3-5pm 
Place: Parking Lot of C.E. building 
Who: All Are Welcome  

 

We will be hosting our Community Wide Trunk or Treat event this year. We are 
looking for individuals, groups or businesses to host a trunk and pass out candy or 
goodies. If you would not like to host a trunk but would like to donate goodies or 
candy that is welcome too. You can find a sign-up sheet in the office, the back of 
the church or contact Kaileen Weaver for any questions or to sign-up via phone.  
Looking forward to a Great Community Event!  
                  Kaileen Weaver (951) 533-5728 
                  cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com  

Lutheran World Relief School Kit still needs most items 
We no longer need pencils or crayons but still could use:  
 

         School Kit Supply List 
 

    4 spiral notebooks, 70 sheets each  5 unsharpened #2 pencils 
    1 rule, 12” and 30 centimeters   5 black or blue ink pens, no gel ink 
    1 pencil sharpener       1 box 16 or 24 crayons 
    1 pair blunt scissors      1 eraser, 2-1/2 inch 

Please bring your donation to church on Wednesday or 8:30 on Sunday or leave at the CE building during 
regular hours. Call the office if you need additional options. Our goal is to make 125 bags we have 
approximately 70 bags already filled! Thank you for your generous donations.  
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 GriefShare will meet on Tuesday evenings 
at 6:00 pm in the lower level of the CE 
building. If you would like to attend please 
call Nancy Douglas for details at 319-551-
3358.  
 

AA meets in the lower level of the CE 
building on Tuesday evenings at 8:00 pm.  
 

Jones County Food Bank: To donate 
money, make checks payable to Jones 
County Community Food Bank  and mail 
to 105 Broadway Place, Anamosa IA 
52205. For appointment to drop off/pick 
up call Julie at 462-4343. They are in need 
of green beans, pork and beans, canned 
tomatoes, hamburger helper and personal 
care items. You may also drop off food 
donations to the church office during 
regular business hours or during WD4. 
Please place items under the table in the 
entryway. A church member will contact 
Julie to make arrangements for delivery.  

 
 

Please Pray for the Following 
(Why people want prayers isn’t important, the prayers are!) 

 

For peace, for wellness & healing to those 
in need, for immigrants and refugees, and 
those recovering from natural disasters.  
 

To add a name call or email Lois at 462-4841/
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com. Names will be listed for 4 
weeks and may be renewed.    

17th Sunday post Pentecost & 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

First Reading: Jeremiah 11:18-20 NIV 
Lament appears in biblical material as a way of giving voice to 

trauma, suffering, and loss. Lament is more than mere complaint, 
though. In biblical literature, lament is hope, or at least a grasping 
toward hope. Lament marks not an end to a relationship, but a striving 
for its continuance. Lament calls out, seeks out, and reaches out—to 
community and to God. 

When Jeremiah discovers the plot of his countryman to bring about 
his demise, he shares his lament and concern with God, hoping God 
will intervene and change the course. This section, 11:18-23, 
demonstrates the “working through” of lament. The prophet is pained, 
and yet conveys a continued trust in God as one who can help and 
provide justice. At the same time, Jeremiah does not shy away from 
admitting the wrongdoings of the people of God (for example, their 
rejection of God’s prophet). God’s response also reveals real and 
honest reflections of grief. On the one hand, God’s response reiterates 
for Jeremiah and for the reader that the covenant is not completely 
smashed and that God’s presence remains. In the next section, pain can 
equally be noted in God’s own lament.  

Through the laments in Jeremiah, we can see that working through 
trauma requires honesty on all sides. The people’s lament is coupled 
with God’s own lament—a recognition that the covenant is two-sided, 
and that the damage done to the covenant is two-sided. For true 
transformation, then, we cannot and must not ignore our own pitfalls 
and unfaithfulness, nor can we pretend that the community is healthy 
and without fault. In this time of social and historical reckoning, the 
laments of Jeremiah can model for us a “working through” grief, that 
takes into account all sides of the trauma, and does not shy away from 
necessary truths.     Remarks borrowed from Megan Fullerton Strollo, 
Assistant Professor of Biblical Languages, Union Presbyterian 
Seminary, Richmond, Virginia in The Working Preacher, Luther 
Seminary 
 

Psalm 54              
 

 Second Reading:  The Letter of James 3:16-4:3 NIV 
 

 What is true wisdom? Let the words of James, the leader of the 
ancient Christian community in Jerusalem instruct you. Keep in mind 
that James is speaking about the unity unique to those who are baptized 
in the name of Jesus and the discord that results when Christians focus 
on their own human desires instead of the common good. 

Resist the temptation to move quickly away from these words 
because they are troubling or challenging. The invitation is to look at 
our lives through this Christian lens. 

 
Introduction: Today we hear James warn against 
selfish ambition, while the disciples quarrel over 
which one of them is the greatest. Jesus tells them   
the way to be great is to serve. Then, to make it 
concrete, he puts in front of them a flesh-and-blood 
child. We are called to welcome the children God puts 
in front of us, to make room for them in daily 
interaction, and to give them a place of honor in the 
assembly. 

 
The Clothing Closet is very thankful 
for your donations and generous 
support. Please be aware of a new 
change. 
 

We can no longer accept clothes that 
have pet hair on them. Goodwill and 
Salvation Army also do not accept 
these items. 
 

Clothes will have to be discarded if 
they do not meet this new requirement. 
 

There have been shoppers and 
volunteers who have had allergic 
reactions to pet hair while in this room.  
 

Thank you for your help moving 
forward. 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.workingpreacher.org/authors/megan-fullerton-strollo
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Taped services are found on St. Paul 
website, St. Paul YouTube page or St. 
Paul Facebook page.  

Wednesday, September 15 

 6:00pm Worship (in Parking Lot) 
   Greeter: Ken & Pam Humpal 
   Reader & Prayers: Barb Kleis 
   PowerPoint: None 
 

Thursday, September 16 
 HACAP Distribution Day 
 

Sunday, September 19 
 

 8:30am Worship 
  Comm Prep: Wilma Anderson 
  Greeter:  Dale & Pat Jensen 
  Reader & Prayers:  Pat Jensen 
  PowerPoint: Grant Lubben 
 

 10:30am Worship 
  Comm Prep: Amy Christianson 
  Greeter:  Shawn & Michele Countryman 
  Reader & Prayers:  Nancy Lyon Douglas 
 

Tuesday, September 21 
 1:30pm Scripture study (in person CE bldg.) 
 6:00pm Grief Support—LL CE building 
 8:00pm AA— LL CE building  
 

Wednesday, September 22 

 6:00pm Worship  
   Greeter: Darla Algoe 
   Reader: Darla Algoe 
   PowerPoint: Beth Hora 
 6:00pm WD4 
 
 

Sunday, September 26 
 

 8:30am Worship 
  Comm Prep: Nancy Stout 
  Greeter:  Lynn & Cindy Decious 
  Reader & Prayers: Nancy Stout 
  PowerPoint: Darcie Tenley 
 

 10:30am Worship 
  Comm Prep: Paula Sisler 
  Greeter:  Jamie & Kinsley Hamblin 
  Reader & Prayers: Paula Sisler 

Office Hours 
 

Monday   9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 
Tuesday   8:30 a.m.—1:30 p.m. 
Wednesday  9:00 a.m.— 2:00 p.m  
Thursday 9:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m. 
Friday  Office Closed 

The last line of this reading has a particularly poignant insight 
about the nature of our prayer. James acknowledges that we have a 
natural tendency to pray selfishly, telling God what we want and 
when we want it. His admonition is to ask for what you need but to 
follow it with “Your will be done.”  Ultimately, prayer is about 
aligning our minds and spirits with God’s, not the other way around. 

  

Gospel:  Mark 9: 30-37  NIV 
 

In this section from Mark’s Gospel, we hear Jesus telling His 
disciples seemingly shocking things. He tells them that he will be 
mistreated, dishonored by men, and put to a humiliating death. They 
do not appreciate the need for this, of course, and perhaps do not 
care to. In their dreams, the Messiah dies freeing them from the 
tyrannical reign of the Roman pagans. According to Jesus, this is not 
the destined death for their Messiah.  

Then, to further indict their ignorance, they remain silent when 
Jesus asks them what they had been discussing among themselves 
while walking along. They had been doing the usual human thing of 
trying to find out who was the most important, in short, “whose 
number one” or “Jesus’ favorite” in this fictive faction. In an honor-
based culture such as theirs, this kind of discussion was divisive and 
insulting but as regular as the washing of their faces. 

Jesus then tells them something they can understand, but surely 
do not want to hear; for Jesus, “Who numbers last” is the servant of 
others, a trait that is most important in living as his disciple. Jesus is 
actually referring to Himself and to those who know and accept 
themselves enough to not be asking the “status” question (recall the 
foot-washing episode from John’s depiction of the Last Supper). 
Jesus knew Himself, accepted Himself and did not need approval 
from others to be important. His significance was being a child of 
God. His honor and status came from doing the Father’s will. 

When Jesus takes the little child in His arms, He embraces one 
who is culturally powerless and insignificant. In Jesus’ culture, 
children basically had the status of slaves with no rights to property 
or respect until they were mature. However, children did not lack 
love; if not motivated by love, parents at least cared for them 
because children were the parent’s social security in old age. The 
desire for children was so strong in this culture that a woman was 
not fully welcomed into the family of the patriarch until she had 
born a child, preferably a male heir. The strongest emotional 
relationship in the culture of Jesus’ time was between mother and 
son. Discipline of minor children was harsh, but not without love, 
because the parents considered it their duty to raise the children to 
serve the honor of the clan. Connection and loyalty to the clan was 
the source of one’s identity, livelihood, and work. 

When Jesus asks his disciples in this story to extend hospitality 
(welcome) to a child, a creature of low status in their culture, he is 
shaming them for their pompous conversation about status. They 
would have gladly extended hospitality to complete strangers who 
were in transit to another village because unfamiliar territory could 
quickly become hostile. These guests were not expected to 
reciprocate the kindness, but they were expected to broadcast 
throughout the lands the wonderful hospitality received from their 
host. The return was honor to one’s reputation. In contrast, to offer 
hospitality to a child was laughable because a child with no status 
could not further one’s honor. The true measure of honor in God’s 
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kingdom is found when hospitality is offered out of 
generosity and mercy with no chance of reward.  

 
This Worship Aid is intended for your use 

throughout the week. Take it home and share your 
reflections and story with a loved one! 
• Take ten minutes to evaluate your life according to 

the marks of Wisdom as presented by St. James:  a) 
purity;  b) peace-cultivator; c) compliant (flexible);  
d) gentleness;   e) sympathetic;   f) impartial;   g) 
sincere.   What behaviors can you change right away 
to nurture one of these virtues? 

• What is your general attitude toward other people? 
{Are they competitors who need to be conquered, 
idiots who need to be tolerated, dolts deserving little 
attention, “not my problem” OR are they children of 
God worthy of respect, patience, attention, mercy, 
and kindness?} 

• Recall a time you were tested or ridiculed by others 
because you: a) spoke out on behalf of the weak, or 
for those who seem insignificant and lack a voice of 
their own; b) espoused “outdated” views rooted in 
faith (i.e. a handshake and the honor of your word).  

• Say a prayer for children who live with abuse or 
neglect.  

• When have you offered hospitality to another without 
expecting repayment? Who has given you hospitality 
without strings attached? How did you feel 
afterwards? 

 Mindfulness (set aside three minutes. Breathe. Read slowly 

three times. Which words or ideas hold energy for you? What images 
emerge in you?)   

 
“The fears that assault us are mostly simple anxieties 

about social skills, about intimacy, about likeableness, or 
about performance. We need not give emotional food or 
charge to these fears or become attached to them. We 
don’t even have to shame ourselves for having these 
fears. Simply ask your fears, “What are you trying to 
teach me?” Some say that FEAR is merely an acronym 
for “False Evidence Appearing Real.”    From 
Everything Belongs, p. 143”  Richard Rohr 

 

Creatively Connect 
 

  Intentionally Grow 
 

    Joyfully Serve 

Holy Land Pilgrimage  
 

Pastor Rodney will offer an information 
session about the February 2022 Holy Land 
Pilgrimage, from 6:00-7:30 p.m., Monday, 
September 20, in the lower level of the 
Education Building. Call him at 389-6153 if 
you have questions or want to let him 
know you'll attend. 

 

Pilgrimage: February 14-25, 2022 
 

Accommodations: 
• Ten nights hotel accommodations in 4-star hotels 

with twin-bedded rooms and private bath: 
Four nights: Sea of Galilee Hotel, near Tiberias 
Six nights: Olive Tree Hotel, Jerusalem 

 

Tour Inclusions: 
• Breakfast and dinner daily 
• Porterage of luggage 
• Personal headsets 
• Prayer services for the group 
• Deluxe motorcoach 
• Excellent local guide 
• Gratuities for local guide & driver 
 

More Information: 
• Visit magitravelinc.com to register online and view 

more detailed information 
 

• Questions? Call Magi Travel at 952.949.0065 or 
email info@magitravelinc.com “Bible stories are never heard the same after a trip like this, 

seeing the lands that Jesus walked makes the stories more alive” 
Lois Ocenosak (pilgrim 2009 & 2011) “Fantastic Pilgrimage” 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/7919.Richard_Rohr
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Mailing Address:  
St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
103 East Cedar Street 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

In-Person Worship Services  
 

Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m.  
*Blended Sunday Service at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Covid protocols for indoor services 
 

Taped service is available on  
YouTube, Facebook and website.  

* At Wapsiana park through the summer. 
Inside if you get an email due to weather. 

Bridges of Jones County Crop Walk 2021 
 

On Sunday, October 10th the annual fall CROP walk will be held in 
Anamosa at the Wapsipinicon State Park. Walkers will gather 
outside at the main entrance parking lot for registration at 1:30 pm 
and walk at 2:00 pm.  
 

CROP stands for Communities Responding to Overcome Poverty. 
Money gathered in the CROP walk funds local food pantries, 
domestic disaster relief and poverty reduction projects around the 
world. (Watch for packets at the back of the church.) 
 

A Ministry to Feed the Hungry 


