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September 26, 2021    18th Sunday of Pentecost 
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St. Francis Assisi was known as the patron saint of the 
natural environment and animals.  His feast day is Oct. 
4.  To honor the spirit that flowed through him, you are 
invited to bring your animal companions (pets) to 10:30 
outdoor worship on Sunday, Oct. 3 for a special 
blessing.  After worship has concluded, you will be invited 
to bring them forward individually for a blessing, if you 
like.   
 

Make sure your animal friend is comfortable around 
other people and other animals before you decide to bring 
it.  The blessing extends to those animals that remain on 
the farms, in our homes, and in our hearts, as well. 
Swimmers, crawlers, the wingeds, and furries are all 
welcome.   
 

However, if we move into the church because of weather, 
please do NOT bring your animal companions.  

 
Brie Wittenburg and Marshall Fowler, 
members of St. Paul, intend to 
exchange marriage vows in October.  

 

Members of St. Paul: A while back we asked all 
our members to write up a small paragraph on 
when they became members of St. Paul, and to 
list all the areas that they have been a part of . . . 
serving on a committee, helping out with Sunday 
School, VBS, Choir, helping with lunches for 
any reason, anything that had to do with church.  

And also if you were married at St. Paul, we 
would like your wedding picture. Some of you 
have been very faithful in helping us with this 
project, but there are a lot of you that have not 
done your part. We want this information for our 
100th Anniversary Book. Please do your part and 
give this information to Lois or me. If you have 
any questions, please call us Jan 462-4223, Lois 
426-4841. We need this information by October 
30, 2021.     Thank You Jan Allaire 

100th Anniversary 
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Mini-Retreat Series for Older Youth and Adults = "Being the Word." 

 
Join with other seekers and faith wonderers for a morning of reflection and sharing 
around an Illumination from the St. John's Bible. Pastor Rodney will facilitate the 
movements of this Visio Divina (Holy Seeing) process: Hearing, Seeing, Meditating, 
Sharing, Praying, and Contemplating, with one of the pieces of original scripture-based 
art from the commissioned St. John's Bible.   
 
Meet in the Fellowship Hall of the Church from 9-11 a.m. on these Saturdays - Sept. 25, 
Oct. 30, Nov. 20, Dec. 18, Jan. 15, Feb. 5, March 19, April 16, and May 14.  Each session 
stands alone, meaning you can come to as many as you like, but because resources 
need to be purchased, registration is requested by the Sunday prior to each session.  If 
you're not sure, please reserve a spot and cancel if you need to. 

Bridges of Jones County Crop Walk 2021 
 

On Sunday, October 10th the annual fall CROP walk will be held in 
Anamosa at the Wapsipinicon State Park. Walkers will gather 
outside at the main entrance parking lot for registration at 1:30 pm 
and walk at 2:00 pm.  
 

CROP stands for Communities Responding to Overcome Poverty. 
Money gathered in the CROP walk funds local food pantries, 
domestic disaster relief and poverty reduction projects around the 
world. (Watch for packets at the back of the church.) 
 

A Ministry to Feed the Hungry 
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Community School Supply Drive 
 
Thank you, St. Paul folk, for participating the Anamosa Community School Supply Drive. 
I set up a Thrivent Action Team to purchase backpacks to be used for this drive, but learned from the 
organizers that they had enough to meet those needs. They gave me a list of items that the schools could 
use, including: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thrivent agreed to let me change my Action Team to reflect the new needs, and I have used my $250 
Impact Card for some of these items. 
 

If you missed the school supply drive, and are interested in donating any of these items, they can be 
brought to the church office. They will be given to the schools through Sherri Hunt and will be divided 
between the four Anamosa schools.                  

Virginia Danielson 

• Tissues – large boxes 
• Hand sanitizer wipes 
• Clorox Wipes 
• Gallon-size zipper freezer bags 
• Rolls of paper towels 

• Snack-size Zipper bags 
• Small paper plates 
• Large paper plates 
• Paper cups 

Lutheran World Relief School Kit still needs most items 
We no longer need pencils or crayons but still could use:  
 

         School Kit Supply List 
 

    4 spiral notebooks, 70 sheets each  5 unsharpened #2 pencils 
    1 rule, 12” and 30 centimeters   5 black or blue ink pens, no gel ink 
    1 pencil sharpener       1 box 16 or 24 crayons 
    1 pair blunt scissors      1 eraser, 2-1/2 inch 

Please bring your donation to church on Wednesday or 8:30 on Sunday or leave at the CE building during 
regular hours. Call the office if you need additional options. Our goal is to make 125 bags we have 
approximately 70 bags already filled! Thank you for your generous donations.  

When: Sunday, October 31st 
Time: 3-5pm 
Place: Parking Lot of C.E. building 
Who: All Are Welcome  

 

We will be hosting our Community Wide Trunk or Treat event this year. We are looking for 
individuals, groups or businesses to host a trunk and pass out candy or goodies. If you would not 
like to host a trunk but would like to donate goodies or candy that is welcome too. You can find a 
sign-up sheet in the office, the back of the church or contact Kaileen Weaver for any questions 
or to sign-up via phone.  
Looking forward to a Great Community Event!  
                  Kaileen Weaver (951) 533-5728 
                  cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com  

 

Trunk or Treat 
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GriefShare meets on Tuesday evenings at 
6:00 pm in the lower level of the CE building. 
If you would like to attend please call Nancy 
Douglas for details at 319-551-3358.  
 

AA meets in the lower level of the CE 
building on Tuesday evenings at 8:00 pm.  
 

Jones County Food Bank: To donate 
money, make checks payable to Jones 
County Community Food Bank  and mail 
to 105 Broadway Place, Anamosa IA 
52205. For appointment to drop off/pick 
up call Julie at 462-4343. They are in need 
of green beans, pork and beans, canned 
tomatoes, hamburger helper and personal 
care items. You may also drop off food 
donations to the church office during 
regular business hours or during WD4. 
Please place items under the table in the 
entryway. A church member will contact 
Julie to make arrangements for delivery.  

 

Please Pray for the Following 
(Why people want prayers isn’t important, the prayers are!) 

 

For Vicki Schumar (daughter of Jan 
Allaire) for peace, for wellness & healing to 
those in need, for immigrants and refugees, 
and those recovering from natural disasters.  
 

To add a name call or email Lois at 462-4841/
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com. Names will be listed for 4 
weeks and may be renewed.    

1st Reading:  the Book of Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29  NIV 
 The story of Numbers begins in the desert of Sinai just after the 
covenant event in which God revealed the Ten Words 
(Commandments), and ends “forty years” later with the people waiting 
on the plain of Moab to enter the Promised Land. It relates the travels 
of the Israelite people under the guidance of Moses and his brother 
Aaron. The central issues throughout the story revolve around 
identifying Yahweh’s presence with them, the people’s tendency to 
grumble and rebel, and the need for threat of divine judgment before 
forgiveness is sought. 
 Today’s section highlights the manifestation of Yahweh God to 
Moses and his subsequent leadership of the people in God’s spirit. 
Much to his surprise, Moses’ leadership is shared when God bestows 
some of the spirit upon seventy elders who are led to prophesy. Joshua, 
the son of Moses’ aide, Nun, and future leader of the Israelite people, 
asks Moses if he is threatened by other elders prophesying without 
having received the influence of his spiritual blessing. We do not hear 
in the context of the story why the two men, Eldad and Medad 
remained in the camp that day. Perhaps they were upset with Moses or 
were even plotting their own new leadership. Whatever the reason, we 
get the sense that the other elders who supported Moses and were loyal 
to him were upset and concerned about this apparent threat to Moses’ 
status. But to their surprise, Moses answers humbly by acknowledging 
that it is God’s spirit, not his authority that leads people to prophesy. 
He goes on to proclaim how wonderful it would be if everyone would 
respond to the presence of God’s spirit by witnessing to God’s plans. 
Moses is the model leader because his concerns are not with his own 
power or status with the people; rather, he is concerned about the 
activity of God and the general welfare of the people he has been 
chosen to lead. 
 
Psalm 19:7-14 
 
2nd Reading:  The Letter of James 5:1-6, 13-20 
 This sounds so harsh: “You rich, weep and wail over your 
impending miseries.”  James is angry at this point in his letter because 
some of those who have claimed to follow Jesus have neglected the 
virtue of charity. James’ chastisements of the rich are not rooted in a 
belief that wealth is bad; rather, James is pointing out their injustices in 
accumulating their wealth and protecting their status. Wisdom tells him 
that all are made equal in Christ, and so one person should not become 
prosperous from the sweat of another’s brow without giving proper 
reward/wages. Some wealthy people in his community maintained their 
wealth by not giving proper wages, or they justified making additional 
profit from the non-believing Greek world in which they were “forced” 

 

Introduction: Someone who isn’t part of Jesus’ own 
circle is casting out demons in Jesus’ name, and the 
disciples want him stopped. They appeal to Jesus, as 
Joshua did to Moses about the elders who prophesied 
without official authorization. Like Moses, Jesus refuses 
to see this as a threat. Jesus welcomes good being 
done in his name, even when it is not under his 
control. The circle we form around Jesus’ word must be 
able to value good being done in ways we wouldn’t do 
it, by people we can’t keep tabs on.  

 
The Clothing Closet is very thankful 
for your donations and generous 
support. Please be aware of a new 
change. 
 

We can no longer accept clothes that 
have pet hair on them. Goodwill and 
Salvation Army also do not accept 
these items. 
 

Clothes will have to be discarded if 
they do not meet this new requirement. 
 

There have been shoppers and 
volunteers who have had allergic 
reactions to pet hair while in this room.  
 

Thank you for your help moving 
forward. 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g
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Taped services are found on St. Paul 
website, St. Paul YouTube page or St. 
Paul Facebook page.  

Wednesday, September 22 

 6:00pm Worship  
   Greeter: Darla Algoe 
   Reader: Darla Algoe 
   PowerPoint: Beth Hora 
 6:00pm WD4 
 
 

Sunday, September 26 
 

 8:30am Worship 
  Comm Prep: Nancy Stout 
  Greeter:  Lynn & Cindy Decious 
  Reader & Prayers: Nancy Stout 
  PowerPoint: Darcie Tenley 
 

 10:30am Worship 
  Comm Prep: Paula Sisler 
  Greeter:  Weaver Family 
  Reader & Prayers: Paula Sisler 
 

 4:00 p.m. Confirmation Formation 
Meeting 

 

Tuesday, September 28 
 1:30pm Scripture study (in person CE bldg.) 
 6:00pm Grief Support—LL CE building 
 8:00pm AA— LL CE building  
 

Wednesday, September 29 

 6:00pm Worship  
   Greeter: Ben Coyle 
   Reader: Ben Coyle 
   PowerPoint: WD4—8th Grader 
 6:00pm WD4 
 
 

Sunday, October 3 
 

 8:30am Worship 
  Comm Prep: Kristi Fortune 
  Greeter:  Lois Ocenosak 
  Reader & Prayers: Lois Ocenosak 
  PowerPoint: Conor Fortune 
 

 10:30am Worship 
  Comm Prep: Jim & Dolores Albrecht 
  Greeter:  Gary & Carlene Vavricek 
  Reader: Carlene Vavricek 

Office Hours 
 

Monday   9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 
Tuesday   8:30 a.m.—1:30 p.m. 
Wednesday  9:00 a.m.— 2:00 p.m  
Thursday 9:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m. 
Friday  Office Closed 

to participate. In turn, they lost status and honor because those who 
were in their employ would not speak well of them. This led to a 
breakdown of the cultural norms and began a vicious cycle of having 
to reclaim their honor through lavish spending and the egregious 
accumulation of material goods in order to impress their fellow 
people of status and wealth. The cycle spawned “non-Christian” 
behavior among members of the community. As stewards, all who 
managed material wealth were to do so humbly, realizing that all 
successes come from God. 
 Another virtue of the early Christian community which carried 
over from its Jewish roots was the responsibility to take care of the 
widows, orphans, and needy {those who are vulnerable, powerless, 
dependent, and at risk. According to Pope Francis, we can now add 
Earth to this list.}  James saw the neglect of this virtue and reminded 
the rich that their unjustly hoarded riches would count against them 
on the Last Day (Day of General Judgment).  
 
Gospel:  Mark 9: 38-50 
  The apostle John approaches Jesus with a question similar to the 
one Nun asked Moses: “Aren’t you threatened by this other man 
who is claiming to expel demons in your name? You have not given 
him permission to do so.”  The comment is rooted in a cultural norm 
concerning groups. Jesus had formed this special group around 
himself, and the expectation was that only people in the group could 
speak with any real insight into the leader’s teachings. The fact that a 
non-member of the group is claiming the authority of Jesus’ name is 
disconcerting and abnormal. The proper cultural response would 
have been to demand either the outsider join the group or stop 
speaking in the leader’s (Jesus’) name. 
 In his wisdom, Jesus expands the notion of loyalty by 
acknowledging that no one who speaks in the power of his name can 
at the same time be against him. Like Moses, Jesus states that it is 
ultimately God’s power that heals and drives out demons, not his 
name. Mark conveys this particular story with such intensity because 
he is seeing the factions that are forming in his Christian community 
[about 68 C.E.]. They are deciding who can act in the name of God 
and who cannot. Jesus and Mark challenge the disciples to be 
tolerant and open to others of good will. Working in God’s name 
brings its reward to anyone who “is not against us!”   It is important 
for Jesus’ followers to avoid arrogance, envy, and the kinds of 
behavior that would give bad example to the little ones, the simple-
hearted or the non-believers. Avoiding scandal is tantamount; 
encouraging loyalty to Jesus through integrity is worthy of a life’s 
work. 
 Gehenna is the place of torment for those who do not express 
loyalty to God in their actions. The images associated with Gehenna 
come from the Valley of Hinnom on the southwest side of the city of 
Jerusalem. In the monarchical period of Israel, shortly before the 
people were taken into Babylonian exile, this valley was laden with 
pagan altars, and some of the kings participated in forbidden 
religious practices there, including the offering of human sacrifices. 
The valley was filled with the wailing of mothers and the stench of 
death. In addition, the valley was a dump where fire burned garbage 
incessantly, maggots were multitude, and the smell made one’s eyes 
burn. It was ludicrous to think that someone would choose to spend 
the length of his/her life there. In the Christian Testament, Gehenna 
becomes the place of eternal curse where those who deny God are 
left in isolation and torment.  
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If your birthday was omitted from this list, we do not have the date in our records! If you 
would like your birthday listed in our newsletter, please call Lois at 462-4841 or email 
her at stpaulanamosa@gmail.com and she would be happy to include it.    

David Oldham   10/1 
Avery Ludwig   10/2 
Darcy Jacobs   10/3 
Lillie Geltz    10/3 
Wesley Meyer   10/4 
Cole Millard   10/5 
Morgan Austin  10/8 
Pamela Humpal  10/8 
John Capron   10/10 
Jim Hankemeier  10/10 
Lacey Smith   10/11 
Mary Achenbach  10/13 
John Minzenmeyer 10/13 
Kaylee Fairbanks  10/13 
Preston Geltz   10/13 

Karon Ireland    10/13 
Larry Ricklefs    10/15 
Jim Albrecht    10/18 
Tom Sabotta    10/18 
Gus LaDue     10/19 
Trishelaina Loney   10/19 
Ethan Ewing    10/21 
Ashleigh Jayne    10/22 
Kristi Fortune    10/22 
Lisa Folken     10/23 
Susan Koppenhaver  10/24 
Angela Kramer   10/26 
Bob Algoe     10/27 
Diana Easterly    10/27 
Lois Ocenosak    10/27 

Darla Algoe     10/28 
Madalyn Heims   10/28 
Grant Lubben    10/29 
Ken Shover     10/30 
Madyleine Moenck  10/30 
Angie Coyle     10/31 
Kandace Reinhardt  10/31 

October Birthdays 

St Paul Staff Emails and Phone Numbers 
 

Pastor Rodney  
 blumlwa@gmail.com    (319) 389-6153 
Nancy Douglas, Treasurer  
 njldouglas@hotmail.com   (319) 551-3358 
Kaileen Weaver  
 cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com (951) 553-5728 
Lois Ocenosak  
 stpaulanamosa@gmail.com   (319) 721-9893 
 

Please call us if we can be of assistance. PLEASE 
leave a message if we cannot answer. We will 
return your call ASAP.  

God’s Spirit and activity cannot be controlled, nor 
can it always be immediately identified. Patience is the 
virtue needed in these situations; if the activity is of 
God’s spirit, it will bear good fruit; if not, it will have a 
timely end. 

  Taking it home: 
 Recall a recent time you felt threatened by someone 

else’s good will or good deeds. What does this 
recollection inform you about yourself? 

  On a scale of one to ten, how loyal are you to friends, 
family, employer, employees, parish, God?  

  Are you like the politicians who sell their story for a 
buck no matter whose reputation gets shattered?  

  Name those who are most loyal to you. How do you 
know? 

   Make a refrigerator list of ways you are wealthy or 
blessed {own a house; have come through a difficult 
time; am intelligent, am patient and a good listener; 
have 2000 songs on my iPhone; feel peaceful and 
close to God; am retired with extra time, am 
surrounded by loyal people…}.  Choose to share 
some of your wealth with someone who is vulnerable, 
dependent or at risk. 

  Name a time you did something that misled another or 
brought division to a group. 

  Name a time you were a bad example for someone 
younger than you. 

  Name a time you were a good example for another. 
  Describe a modern “Gehenna.” 

 Mindfulness (set aside three minutes. Breathe. Read slowly three 

times. Which words or ideas hold energy for you? What images emerge 

in you?)   

“One great idea of the biblical revelation is that God is 
manifest in the ordinary, in the actual, in the daily, in the 
now, in the concrete incarnations of life, and not through 
purity codes and moral achievement contests, which are 
seldom achieved anyway… We do not think ourselves 
into new ways of living, we live ourselves into new ways 
of thinking… The most courageous thing we will ever do 
is to bear humbly the mystery of our own 
reality.” ― Richard Rohr 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/7919.Richard_Rohr
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Mailing Address:  
St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
103 East Cedar Street 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

In-Person Worship Services  
 

Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. (indoor) 
8:30 a.m Sunday (indoor) 

*Blended Sunday Service at 10:30 a.m. 
 

Covid protocols for indoor services 
 

Taped service is available on  
YouTube, Facebook and website.  

* At Wapsiana park through the fall. 
Inside if you get an email due to weather. 


