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FY2022 Annual Meeting Agenda 
July 17, 2022 

  
Call to Order           Jason Geltz 

Devotions            Pastor Rodney Bluml 

Minutes from last Annual Meeting   Michele Countryman  

President’s Report         Jason Geltz 

Treasurer’s Report Nancy Lyon Douglas 

Staff Report     

 Youth/Family Ministries      Kaileen Weaver 
 
Committee Reports as submitted in the Annual Report Packet 

Old/New Business 

Ballot and Election of Candidates    Jason Geltz 

• Church Council 
• Memorial Trust Committee 
• Nominating Committee 
• Audit Committee 
• 2022 Synod Assembly 

 
Discussion and Approval of FY 2022-23 Budget Guideline    Nancy Douglas 
• Updates to Memorial Trust Resolution—Dan Rickels 
 
 Closing Prayer          Pastor Rodney Bluml 
 

Adjournment      
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St. Paul Lutheran Church 
Minutes: FY21-22 Annual Congregational Meeting 
July 2021 
 
The meeting was held at Wapsi-Ana Park following the 10:00 AM service.  Council President, Nancy 
Stout, called the meeting to order.    
 
Dan Lambertsen made a motion to approve the minutes of the FY20-21 Congregational Annual 
Meeting.  The motion was seconded by Ken Humpal . 
  
Nancy Stout asked for questions concerning the staff and committee reports.  There were no 
questions.  Paula Sisler made a motion to accept all reports. This motion was seconded by Colin 
Stiffler.  The motion was approved.   
  
The following Church Council members were thanked for their time and service on the council: Shawn 
Countryman, Barb Wilson, and Sean Hollett.   New Church Council members elected to the open 
positions were Dean Lambertsen (youth seat), Michelle Countryman, and Dustin Paulson. 
  
No one volunteered for the nominating committee, audit committee, or the 2020 Synod Assembly. 
  
Nancy Stout presented the proposed FY 2021/22 Budget.   Nancy called for any questions about the 
budget. No questions were asked. Sean Lambertsen motioned to accept the budget. It was seconded 
by Surge Sisler.  The motion was approved. 
  
Mary Achenbach gave an update on changes with the Memorial Trust. Jan Koppenhaver motioned to 
accept changes to the Memorial Trust.  It was  second by Ralph Andersen.  The motion was 
approved. 
  
Pastor Rodney  led a closing prayer.  
 
The meeting was adjourned.  
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Nominations 
 

Continuing to Serve for FY22 (2022-2023) 
 

Church Council 
Nancy Stout     2ndyear of 2nd term 
Jason Geltz     2ndyear of 2nd term 
Angie Coyle     2ndyear of 2nd term 
Susan Koppenhaver   1st year of 2nd term 
Jamie Hamblin    1st year of 2nd term 
Michele Countryman   2ndyear of 1st term 
Dustin Paulson   2ndyear of 1st term 
 

 
Memorial/Trust Committee 

Mary Achenbach 
(Vacancy ) 
Mark Bickford 
Bob Goodyear 
Paula Sisler 
 

   Audit Committee 
Vic Hamre 
Jay Willems 
Stacie Sullivan 

 

New nominees for FY22 (2022-2023) 
 
Church Council  
 Fred Austin   (2 year term) 
 Scott Chrisman  (2 year term) 
 
Memorial/Trust Fund Committee  Dan Rickels 
  
Audit Committee (no vacancies) 

  
Nomination Committee (2 vacancies to be filled) 
 
Synod Assembly Delegates (2 vacancies to be filled) 
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President’s Report     Looking Back - Praying Forward  
 
Lord, thank you for abundantly blessing us over this last year. Our lives are continually enriched at 
St. Paul, both seen and unseen, and as we move into our next year, we pray for your continued 
guidance and direction.  
 

Lord, we lift our church to you to bless and to keep. Our church is our sanctuary, our place to gather, 
worship, and strengthen our relationship with you. 
 

● The CE building received new paint, lights, blinds and carpet. Keeping our youth space fresh and 
inviting, as well as keeping our staff in a calm and relaxed state. 

● Our worship space has been seeing more brothers and sisters in the pews as we climbed out of the 
Covid Pause. Beautiful music continues to fill our worship space as more members grace us with 
their musical gifts. Our wonderful musicians enhance the worship experience with every note that 
is played. 

● We were among a few churches to have the opportunity of being visited by Bishop Amy Current. 
She joined us in worship, in joyful prayer, and presented our 3rd/4th graders with their bibles. 
Bishop Current definitely renewed our spirituality during a restrained time. 

●We celebrated The King's Birthday together. Our WD4 children and youth put on a program with 
costumes, singing and even did their own narrating. A pleasure to watch our youth embrace the 
Birth of Christ.  

● Decorations continue to be put up and taken down by devoted volunteers. We have a New Nativity 
Set and it is Glorious! Behind the scenes, the decorating responsibilities have begun transitioning 
to let other volunteers keep our worship space in harmony with the seasons. 

● You may have been sleeping during this time, but multiple Youth Lock-Ins were held inside of St. 
Paul. Giving our youth a chance to gather in a safe space, outside of regular hours, and connect 
with each other in a fun and meaningful way. 

● Lent was back in a way that was breathtaking. In person services, in person portrayals and in 
person meals - Yay! Was in person mentioned? Such a great time which provided long-needed 
interactions, the opportunity to reunite and reconnect, as well as more delicious meals. 

● The church parking lot received a facelift leaving us with walking functionality and smooth 
driving. 

● How do we adapt when we can’t always worship indoors? WapsiAna Worship - that is how. 
WapsiAna park continues to give us a safe space to gather as a church. We get to connect with the 
beauty, color, and splendor of the creation which reflects His glory.  

 

Lord, we understand that our church is not only brick and mortar, but also an entire world outside our 
stained glass windows. Place desire in our heart to help those around us, those in our community and 
those that we may never see. Guide us with your hands to be exceptional stewards so that we may use 
your resources wisely. Fill us with your love and compassion to spread to others waiting for the 
invitation. 

 

● RAGBRAI rolled through Anamosa and St. Paul went into action. Over 50 volunteers served 380 
bikers—Wow! Proceeds from the RAGBRAI meals went to the Free Indeed Prison Ministry. 

● Our WD4 Rally Day was located at Central Park. Beautiful weather, a powerful sermon (Love 
God, Love Yourself, Love Your Neighbor) and delicious food with good friends. 

● We continued the giving momentum through the year by participating in Pounds for the Pantry, 
The Crop Walk, and raising more than enough for a new well for The Water Well Project. 

● Christmas meals were organized, prepped and provided to HACAP families. 
● LWR sewing created beautiful quilts shipped out to those needing comfort and warmth. 
● Super Bowl Subs were back to help our youth continue missions to help those outside our 

community. 
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● Household Items were donated and a Noisy Offering was directed towards The Afghan 
Resettlement Relief Project. 

● Our Easter Sunrise Service was very memorable, especially the chilly conditions. But once that 
sliver of sun peeked through the trees, we were one with the Risen Lord. The readings, the gospel 
and the hugs carried a greater meaning that morning. Anyone have a lighter for candles? 

● A three week campaign was orchestrated to help Ukrainian refugees. 
● Anamosa Chamber meetings have been attended to strengthen our business community foundation 

and relationship with St. Paul. 
●A New Member Picnic kicked off the summer worship in WapsiAna Park. Welcome all who have 

joined the St. Paul Faith Community, including the new members who joined that day. We are 
family.  

 

Lord, we ask to bless upon our church leaders the wisdom, energy and confidence to do your will. 
Keep their eyes fixed on you and your teachings. Keep them humble and honest as they continue to 
spiritually lift those up around them. May they be kind-hearted with a sense of renewed strength and 
grace. May all of our learning of you be increased by the leaders you provide before us. 
 

● Pastor Rodney continues to be our trusted leader. Always pushing to strengthen our relationship 
with Christ and each other. He does it through casual conversations, sermons, daily Facebook 
prayers and much, much more. He inspires us to be better faith minded people, to spread that faith 
as well as invite others to join in. Thank you Pastor Rodney for being a friend! 

● The St. Paul Church Council is a loving, gracious and hard-working group. Thank you to Nancy 
Stout, Tom Sabotta, Doug Fairbanks, Angie Coyle, Jamie Hamblin, Michele Countryman, Dustin 
Paulson and Dean Lambertsen. You all exemplify the meaning of Church Leaders and your support 
and dedication knows no bounds. 

● Kaileen Weaver continues to enrich our youth and our families with a multitude of activities, 
gatherings and experiences. WD4, VBS, Family Fun Nights, Lock-Ins, Youth Missions, Summer  

● Church - the list continues to grow. Thank you for the diligence and devotion shown to our 
expanding youth and families. 

● Nancy Lyon Douglas was hired on as a Visitation Minister. She provides encouragement, comfort 
and a sense of belonging. She also helps Pastor Rodney alleviate time constraints and provide that 
gap when he can’t visit everyone on the list. 

● Thank you to our staff, ministry team leaders and volunteers. Your commitment to serve is strong, 
you all put in the time and energy that produce amazing results. Your dedication brings forth 
opportunities to further our ministries. We are blessed to have you. 

 

And Lord, as a faith community, rooted in Your Word, keep our mission at the center of our being 
which is to: Creatively Connect people to You and one another, Intentionally Grow in our 
relationship with Jesus Christ, and Joyfully Serve Your people, So that - together as brothers and 
sisters from all generations, backgrounds, skills, gifts and resources, the people of St. Paul will be 
known as disciples of Christ in the World.  Amen 
 

Let us take this opportunity to celebrate all that we have accomplished this year as a congregation. It 
gives us a tiny glimpse of how wonderful our Lord is and how truly and abundantly blessed we are.   
 
Peace, 
 
Jason Geltz 

President’s Report  continued 
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Annual Meeting- CYM Report 2021-22 
 

Wow, talk about a faith building, action packed, exciting year we had! I was able to go to my first In-Person 
Extravaganza in Minneapolis and creatively connect and intentionally grow with over 500+ CYFM leaders & people 
in ministry. Talk about a moving, educational, and truly eye-opening experience! I was able to get rejuvenated and 
come back stronger and my faith restored. I feel that the CYFM ministry is such an important one and I am blessed 
to be able to help carry out the mission here at ST. Paul with our family and youth. Thank you from the bottom of 
my heart for allowing me the opportunity to go and I pray you will be able to see and feel the impact that the 
Extravaganza had on me!  
 

This year we did things a tad bit differently by hosting our First WD4 Open House Worship service in the gravel 
parking lot behind the C.E. building on Wednesday, September 15th. We had a great turnout with our usual 
Wednesday night worshippers as well as many families and WD4 teachers joining us. Directly after we had our 
Teachers Meeting that of course had food (Walking Tacos) because well, we are Lutherans and after all Food is a 
must if 2 or more are gathered.. I think it is in fine print in the Scriptures somewhere.  
 

Children’s Church: I am thankful, grateful and blessed to have had Linda Kenny so graciously give of her time, 
heart, resources and knowledge of the Scriptures with our children for the 2021-22 Church year! She used the 
Bulletins that followed along with the Church’s Lectionary each week from our Children’s Worship Bulletin 
subscription.  We were able to host Children’s Church at the 10:30 service each Sunday and even had it offered at 
the 8:30 for Easter Sunday! Thank you Linda Kenny for your gifts of dedication, time, heart and love you show to 
our Children each and every week!  
 

WD4 Preschool-Fourth grade: This year we started our WD4 year on September 22nd, 2021 and are happy to say 
we averaged 30 students throughout the year. We started out our lessons from the Grow Curriculum and then 
transitioned to the Kids Sunday School Lessons that we have a subscription to. They learned about what it means to 
worship, the different ways we worship, how God Loves Us and How Even though we are small we have gifts that 
God gives us to carry out his mission. We had a Great team of Teachers and helpers who gave of their time and 
talents every week to our young people within our St. Paul Community and surrounding Community as well.  
 
WD4– 5th through 12th grade: This year, we had an average of 27 middle and high school students each week. 
Our 5th and 6th graders used a variety of curriculum this year but focused their lessons on ways we worship, 
Learning about the Lenten Season, Different Styles of Prayer as well as our Acts of Kindness Program where they 
learned to be good neighbors within our community. They also had the opportunity to have a hide n seek activity in 
the church which they seemed to really enjoy as they explored church in a different way. Our Seventh & Eight 
graders took service work to a whole new level as we delivered extra candy and get well bags to youth within the St. 
Paul and Anamosa community during a couple of our WD4 classes. We also transitioned into a youth group 
atmosphere  as they shared their daily struggles, changes, joys and topics that they were experiencing and we were 
able to see where faith fit into that and how we could be better neighbors even to those we may not agree with. I 
really enjoyed hearing their HI’s and Low’s each week while creating a safe place for them.  The high school youth 
used the weekly Faith Lens blogs and their daily life experiences, to spearhead conversations on what was going on 
in the world and how that related to them and their faith.  We also had a couple lessons around the bonfire with our 
H.S. students. That seemed to be a big hit with them! On the final night of WD4 we had 10 high schoolers grace us 
with their presence! What a blessing to see our high schoolers bring a friend along with them!  
 
The youth were able to share their talents through many service opportunities throughout the year. We started with 
our Summer Program where several of our youth and families came and helped move our Pre-k through Fourth 
grade classrooms from upstairs to downstairs as well as moved the Fifth Grade-High school classrooms and 
materials upstairs. The upstairs classrooms were painted by youth and families too! The bulletin boards were created 
by the amazing talents of Addie Dales & her sidekick Sally Clapp. We also were thankful for our high Schoolers 
who decorated and put on a Trunk or Treat and made props for the Christmas Program. This year I really wanted to 
get All ages involved in worship and we are so very thankful for our First Graders-High Schoolers who shared their 
talents with us through prayers, readings, power point, candle lighting during Advent, Spot light during Lenten 
services and so much more!  
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Our Children’s and Youth Ministries team was blessed with many amazing adult small group leaders. Thank 
you to all of you!   

• Preschool/Kindergarten- Lindsey & Fred Austin 

• 1st/2nd grade- Sally Clapp, Catherine Vavricek 

• 3rd/4th grade- Linda Kenny & Vickie Wacker 

• 5th/6th grade- Greta Vaughn & Kathy LaDue 

• 7th/8th grade- Barb Wilson & Kaileen Weaver 

• High School- Lois Ocenosak, Brie & Marshall Fowler 

• Sunday School teacher- Linda Kenny 
 

Christmas Program: This year we were blessed with Sara Chrisman who offered to teach our children and 7th/8th 
graders during WD4 the songs for the Program “The King’s Birthday” Our children and young people put in so much 
time and energy into making it a Great Program retelling the story of God’s Birth with a little twist. This year my son 
Bruce broke his arm hours before the Program and the teachers/parents so graciously stepped in and took charge of 
the Program and many did not even know anything was off. I am so very grateful for those ladies who stepped in and 
made the Program such a Success! We also cannot forget to mention that Virginia Danielson came through once 
again with AMAZING costumes for our Program Characters and narrators! Wow, it takes an army, and we sure have 
a Great one!  
 

VBS: VBS, what more can be said! When I hear that word all that comes to mind is the big smiles on children's faces 

when they hear Bible stories, Songs, Science, Crafts, Snacks and Games! This year did NOT disappoint! We 

averaged 54 in attendance with 20 volunteers each day. The theme this year was "On a Roll with God" and each day 

we learned a new "Daily Special" which is a phrase that helps us remember how we can turn to God for All we need 

and how we can join God in providing for others. Our Daily specials were " God is great. God is good. Let us thank 

God for our food. By God's hands we all are fed. Give us, Lord, our daily bread." We were able to fill up a Cart with 

non-perishable items for HACAP, donated over 60 bags to the senior center $ raised over $113.48 for ALY. Our 

VBS Community Night was a huge hit with over 100 hot dogs served, Kona Ice truck, game station, craft station and 

film canister rockets at the science station. We had a Great turnout with many first-time families attending!  

Activities & Opportunities at St. Paul throughout the year:  
We hosted our 3rd Annual Tie in Pj’s Intergenerational Activity. We were able to give 28 completed tie blankets to 
the Willis Daddy Homeless Shelter along with clothes, socks and water bottles donated from the People of St. Paul. 
We also had a few Lock-In style activities with our 5th-High schoolers throughout the year as well as our 2nd Annual 
Egging activity where our young people Egged the houses of our children with an Empty Egg representing the Empty 
tomb and ended at my house for a Youth Glow in the Dark Egg Hunt! We hosted a Family night at the LCC with 
many families coming together to enjoy basketball, games and an epic parents vs. children dodge ball game that 
lasted a good amount of time!  
 

I was able to go along on our Mission Trip to St. Louise this year with 7 of our young people along with Pastor 
Rodney. We were able to work with 2 different organizations one of which was a shelter for women/men of domestic 
abuse. Wow, what a powerful experience that was hearing the hosts story of her own abuse and how she came to be a 
site manager for one of their locations! To see our young people grow through their mission work, faith and with 
each other was a great experience. We also had the opportunity to come up with a song for what we were serving for 
dinner one evening and the group All had fun with it! We had daily devotionals on being a good neighbor based on 
the Good Samaritan Story. By the end of the week, we ended with a foot washing and praying over our young people 
which was Very moving for All involved. Thankful for Pastor Rodney for Coordinating this and giving our young 
people an Amazing Opportunity! I look forward to many more missions’ trips and to see how our young people are 
able to learn from the communities that we are a part of because of this experience.  
 

Thank you for Allowing me to help teach our young people, families and youth that they are Loved, Children of God 
and Enough! In a world where we may not feel that my hope and prayer is that they find that safe, peaceful and loved 
place here at St. Paul! When we say All are Welcome may they know that All are Loved and Accepted as well. I 
have so many hopes, goals and dreams for our 2022/2023 year here at ST. Paul! May God in his mercy allow me to 
help carry out St. Paul’s mission of creatively connecting, intentionally growing and joyfully serving the Anamosa 
Community.  
 

With a Grateful Heart,  Kaileen Weaver  CYFM Coordinator  
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Report from Staff Support Team  
 

The Staff Support Team has visited informally with staff as the year has progressed and conducted annual individual 
self-reviews. We made recommendations to the Council in support of staff members regarding contract changes. 
We continue to be thankful for the wonderful staff that serves St. Paul. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Barb Kleis and Arlie Willems 

Outreach Report 
 

In making this report, I’ve realized how well St. Paul Lutheran Church has continued to reach out beyond our doors 
to help those in need despite the pandemic.  
 

In April 2021, 50 personal care kits were made and shipped to Lutheran World Relief (LWR) 
 

ALY (Anamosa Lunch for Youths) 
ALY was not able to run their Summer Lunch program in 2021. They resumed packing meals in the fall of 2021, St. 
Paul provided 8-10 volunteers to pack meals for the month of November 2021 and March of 2022.  
There are 4 members of St. Paul who serve on the ALY Board. 
 

On the third Thursday of each month the HACAP mobile food pantry comes to the church to distribute food to Jones 
County residents in need. We have 10 regular volunteers who help with this.  
 

October - 107 school kits were sent to LWR 
November & December 2021- our Advent Projects were:  
 Pounds for the Food Pantry- 907.5 lbs donated. 
 Giving Tree - 

7 families/ 14 children ages infant to 10yrs received, food baskets, cleaning supplies, a bag of books from 
Every Child Reads, baby blankets and gifts for the children. 

 

Lutheran World  Relief, Good Gifts, water system. We raised $2,914.48 which bought a well to serve 500 African 
families, also 8 goats and some chickens. 
 
For Lent our project was to help Afghan refugees resettle in Iowa. This was in partnership with LSI Lutheran 
Services in Iowa.  

We raised $1,841.44  with our Noisy Offering which purchased household items, bedding and gift cards for 
the families. We also received donations of cookware, vacuums and totes.  

In April - 33 Quilts were shipped. 
In May - we raised $913.00 for Ukraine Assistance through Lutheran World Relief. 
June, July & August are LWR kit months.  

Personal Care Kits 
School Kits 

September God’s Work Our Hands  
 

Next year the 100th Anniversary Committee has planned projects throughout the year. The Outreach Team will 
support all their plans. We will still be making our annual quilts and kits for Lutheran World Relief. 
 

Respectfully submitted by Outreach Team: Susan Koppenhaver, Council liaison 
Pres. Jason Geltz, Kristi Fortune, Barb Wilson, Virginia Danielson, Pam Humpal, Myra Powell, Dee Ihlenfeldt, Ed 
Gerst, and many volunteers.  

Member Care Annual Report     
The primary mission of this ministry is to demonstrate care and compassion toward those who are unable, 
temporarily or long-term, to attend church service. We try to communicate by phone or with a card on a regular 
basis. COVID has prevented us from making personal visits, but we hope to resume in-person visits this summer. 
Our committee also coordinates meal trains for those who are dealing with sickness or loss. The Member Care 
committee will also be working with the Youth and Family coordinator to plan fellowship gatherings. The first event 
will be an ice cream social on the afternoon of August 7th. 
 

          Ralph and Sandra Andresen, Jamie Hamblin, Carol Stiffler, Nancy Stout 
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2022 Memorial Trust Fund Report 
St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
For the Fiscal Year ended June 30, 2022 
 

Memorials were received for the following people during the period: 

 
 

Memorial Trust Fund – Checking Account 

 
 

Memorial Trust Fund – Money Market 

 
 

Vanguard Funds 
 

Vanguard Endowment Funds 

 
The GNMA Fund is designated for repairs (income only). The Wellesley Fund is a Perpetual Fund 
 

Money Market (opened 12/10/2016 – transfer earnings from GNMA and Wellesley Fund) 

 
Memorial Trust Committee recommends funds continue as currently invested for the coming year.  
 

Debra Herren Weeks Scholarship Fund   Vanguard Wellington Fund 

 
The two $1,000 college scholarships have been awarded to Drew Pate and Emma Dales for the 2022-2023 school year.  

Bob Prull Verna Parham Bob Schumacher Paul Lewison Del Prout Wilma Cox 

Beginning Balance July 1, 2021 $7,495.11 

     Memorials received July 1, 2019 thru June 30, 2020 $1,205.00 

     Expenditures:    $636.86 

Ending Balance June 30, 2022 $8,063.25 

Beginning Balance July 1, 2021 $15,109.90 

Accrued Interest          35.39 

Total as of June 30, 2022 $15,145.29 

  GNMA Wellesley Fund Total 

Beginning Balance July 1, 2021 $10,660.68 $42,290.49 $52,951.17 

      Changes in Value (1,012.92) (5,449.44) (6,462.36) 

Ending Balance June 30, 2022 $9,647.76 $36,841.05 $46,488.81 

Beginning Balance July 1, 2021 $  10,118.80 

      Earnings from GNMA        115.36 

      Earnings from Wellesley Fund     2,544.74 

      Earnings from Money Market          21.29 

      Credits           (8.70) 

Ending Balance June 30, 2022 $12,791.49 

Beginning Balance July 1, 2020 $10,492.44 

Transactions   

     Deposit                0 

     Distribution of Scholarships   (2,000.00) 

     Earnings/Reinvestments        731.18 

     Change in Value    (1,515.01) 

Balance June 30, 2021   $7,708.61 
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July 2021-June 2022 Ministerial Acts 
 
Weddings       
Emily Christianson and Michael Hannes  September 11, 2021 
Gabrielle Wittenburg and Marshall Fowler October 9, 2021 
    
First Communion 
Harper Marie Paulsen   April 14, 2022 
Bentley Neal Paulson   April 17, 2022 
Hayley Helen Paulson   April 17, 2022 
Morgan Jayne Austin   April 17, 2022 
Kinsley Michelle Hamblin April 17, 2022 
Korbin Lee Vavricek   April 17, 2022      
 
Funerals of Members Funeral Date   Date of Death 
Robert Prull     October 22, 2021  October 18, 2021 
Wilma Cox     December 21, 2021 December 11, 2021 
Verna Parham    April 9, 2022   January 8, 2022 
 
Death of Members (Funeral not at St. Paul) 
Edward Oltmanns  August 4, 2021   July 27, 2021 Ss. Peter & Paul rural Anamosa  
Kenny Armstrong  January 24, 2022  January 19, 2022  @Goettsch FH 
 
Funeral of Non-members 
Del Prout (spouse of member) May 13, 2022   May 7, 2022   
 

New Members 
 

Baptisms     Date    Parents        Sponsors   
Knox Fairbanks    8/15/2021  Samantha & Joshua Fairbanks Allissa Fairbanks & Doug Fairbanks 
Thea Marie Hardersen  May 29, 2022 Lee & Jenna Hardersen   Holly Manske & Andie Fox  
     
Affirmation of Baptism (Confirmation)  Sponsor  
Connor John Capron  May 1, 2022   Sebastian Goldsmith 
Andrea Jane Giegerich May 1, 2022   Sheryl White and Christina White 
Garrett Scott LaDue  May 1, 2022   Daniel Christensen 
Simon Robert Robertson May 1, 2022   Jenny Reibel and Jordan Wilson (Proxy Barb Wilson) 
Noah Joseph Smith   May 1, 2022   Carrie Klatt 
 
New Members 
Orlyn & Katherine Brunssen     6/05/2022 
Carl & Polly Chalstrom       6/05/2022 
 
Transferred In   
Joshua & Samantha Fairbanks (Knox)   8/15/2021 
Scott & Sara Chrisman (Luke & Grant)  9/12/2021  
Kamry McLaughlin        9/12/2021 
Ben Carpenter          9/12/2021 
Gabrielle Wittenburg        9/29/2021  
Jeannette & Wayne Clayton     6/05/2022 
 
Transferred Out 
None 
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Membership Statistics July 2021-June 2022 
 
   Baptized               Confirmed 

Membership as of 06/30/2021                              877                                 677            
 
Members Received (07/01/2021—06/30/2022) 
 
 By Baptism: Children (15 years and younger)      2                  0   
 By Baptism: Adults     (16 years and older)           0                        0                                                                
 Received by reaffirmation of faith              9        8        
     By transfer from ELCA congregations      3        3                    
     Transfer from other Lutheran congregations    4        3 
     Baptized members confirmed                                                5 
 
Members Lost (07/01/2020-06/30/2021) 
 
 By death                             4                   4   
 By transfer (ELCA)              0          0 
     By transfer (Non-ELCA)           0             0                                                   
 
Membership as of 06/30/2022                              891         692 
 
 

Average Worship Attendance*: 
 
1989 278 1990 266 1991 250 1992 251 1993 245 1994 244 1995 235 1996 233 
 
1997 230 1998 226 1999 218 2000 229 2001 226 2002 229 2003 225 2004 219 
 
2005 223 2006 221 2007 224 2008 225 2009  221    2010  212 2011  226 2012  253 
 
FY2013  254 FY2014   239 FY2015   242 FY2016   224 FY2017  210 FY2018    174** 
 
FY2019  185   FY2020  199*** FY2021 75,  51 ∞ FY2022  129, 32 ∞ 
 
1989-2012 figures were based on calendar year. FY (Fiscal Year) after that.  

 
*These numbers include all worship services held at St. Paul and care centers.    
 

** This number is lower because we stopped counting WD4 as a service. 
 

*** Due to Covid-19, this number was averaged for the weeks of July1-March 15.  
A total of 38 weeks. (The average weekly service views from March 22-June 28 was 115) The average 
weekly outdoor Sunday services from June 7-June 28 was 84) 115 +84 = 199 
 

∞Because we still have not returned to full service this year’s average worship attendance was 
calculated two ways 1) those attending a service and 2) Video Views. In 2020-2021 We held 38 
weeks of in-person service with an average of 75 per service. There were 52 weeks of video with an 
average of 51 views per video. In 2021-2022 we held 51 weeks of in-person service with an average 
of 123 per service. There were 52 weeks of video with an average of 32 views per video. 
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Pastor’s Report  2022                GO, Tell the World!  

Hello Siblings in Christ,   
 
As I enter into the latter part of my fifth year with you at St. Paul, I find myself inspired by the 
opportunity to share my faith story and how I see our story intertwining with the story of the 
ancient faith community.  It is affirming to know that we are part of a long line of people who have 
fallen, been lifted up, and witnessed to the forgiveness, grace, and love of God through Christ Jesus. 
 

At the Synod Assembly in May, Dave Oldham, Kaileen Weaver (St. Paul voting members) and I 
heard this theme proclaimed and modeled several times; Go Tell the World.  We are being 
encouraged by Bishop Amy and her staff to share our faith stories with those around us first by 
living with integrity and compassion, then by what we say, and lastly by how we point to God. 
Very soon, we will be able to find the faith story of Doug Fairbanks on the synod website. I hope 
you find yourself intentionally considering this invitation in your own life, as well. 
 

We live in a hyper-mobile world.  Families are on the go and involved in many different groups. 
Sometimes, these groups begin to feel like “church.”  When that happens, we need to step back 
and ask, “Who is this focused on?”  If it is not Christ, perhaps we need to reconsider or 
rededicate ourselves.  I notice when families and people are gone and I see how it effects our life 
together when we are apart too long.  If we want strong relationships, we have to spend time 
together.  One of our challenges in this time of post-pandemic emergence is to recommit to how 
and when we will gather as a faith community.  We need to re-form our habits to include worship 
and communal prayer. Outside of an occasional potluck, how will we be Church?  It is important 
that even when we are physically apart, we continue to pray for and lift each other up before our 
loving God. Church is where 2 or more gather in God’s name. To that end, I recently shared with 
you all a 7-minute prayer service that heads of households could lead with a team or family when 
away. If you want a little more info about the weekly readings, the e-blasted weekly Pulse 
contains commentary and Take It Home questions. I hope you find all this helpful to create an 
environment of prayer and Christian living. And when you are at home, I hope you will respond 
to God’s prompting to gather with everyone for communal prayer. 
 

Next year is St. Paul Lutheran Anamosa’s centennial. There is a committee spearheaded by Jan 
Allaire and Lois Ocenosak working feverishly to help us tell our story of Good News from the 
past 100 years. Consider how you can support their efforts.  If you need some urging, check the 
Pulse! 
 

It was fun to have Bishop Amy Current with us last November to help distribute and bless Bibles 
for our 3rd/4th graders.  We also welcomed Pstr. Dan Kuckuck from the Bishop’s staff to our 
pulpit this year. These are opportunities provided by the synod staff so we can hear from other 
leaders in the faith community. 
 

I had the immense privilege to serve as the supervisor for Holly Knouse as she completed her 
seminary training in the TEEM program at Wartburg Seminary. We look forward to her 
ordination and future ministry in the ELCA. 
 

I want to say thanks to Doug Fairbanks and Tom Sabotta for their service on the Pastoral Council 
these past four years, and Dean Lambertsen who completes his year as the youth representative. 
Elected members, Jamie Hamblin and Susan Koppenhaver, have generously offered to serve 
another two-year term.  
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Many thanks to Kaileen and Lois for their dedication and faithfulness. I think this year was 
harder as we staff dealt with the ongoing uncertainties of group life. In spite of that, we are 
happy that Kaileen accepted the invitation to be full-time salaried as we go forward. As staff, 
we meet weekly to pray and plan together. 
 

I am immensely grateful as well for Nancy Lyon Douglas. After completing Clinical Pastoral 
Education last year, Nancy agreed to serve St. Paul as our Visitation Minister and Home 
Communion Coordinator. I trust you feel the love and care Nancy brings to this faith 
community as she visits and prays with you. 
 

We are a mission driven faith community (see below). In these times when worship and/or 
belonging to a faith community is one option among many on any given day, thanks for 
choosing to be connected, open to growth, committed to our mission statement, creative, 
generous, compassionate, and welcoming members of St. Paul Lutheran. You have given 
those around us an opportunity to point, scratch their heads, and say, “See how those 
Christians love. I want some of that!”  
 

As a faith community, rooted in the Word of God, our mission is to:  
 

  Creatively Connect people to God and one another,  
  Intentionally Grow in our relationship with Jesus the Christ, and   
  Joyfully Serve God’s people,  
 

So that – together, as brothers and sisters from all generations, backgrounds, 
skills, gifts and resources, the people of St. Paul Lutheran, Anamosa will be 
known as disciples of Christ.  

 
Go tell THAT to the world!  Shalom, Pstr.  Rodney  
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St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
103 East Cedar Street 

Anamosa, IA 52205 

Return Service Requested 

ANNUAL MEETING 
 

After 10:00 a.m. Service  
in the church. 

 

Please preview this report and 
bring it with you to the meeting.  

 

Hope to see you all in attendance.  
This is the future of our church! 

Council & Committee elections held. 


