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LUTHERAN CHURCH

ANAMOSA, IOWA
CREATIVELY CONNECT « INTENTIONALLY GROW -« JOYFULLY SERVE

Holy Week

Maundy Thursday Good Friday
April 6, 2023 6:00 p.m. April 7,2023 6:00 p.m.

Easter Sunday, April 9th, 2023

e Sunrise Service 6:30am at Rotary Pavilion, Wapsi State Park
o Traditional Service 8:00 a.m. at St Paul Lutheran Church

« Contemporary Service 10:30 am at St Paul Lutheran Church
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Maundy Thursday

First Reading: Exodus 12:1-14 The Message

God said to Moses and Aaron while still in Egypt, “This month is to be the first month of the year for you. Address the whole community of
Israel; tell them that on the tenth of this month each man is to take a lamb for his family, one lamb to a house. If the family is too small for a
lamb, then share it with a close neighbor, depending on the number of persons involved. Be mindful of how much each person will eat. Your
lamb must be a healthy male, one year old; you can select it from either the sheep or the goats. Keep it penned until the fourteenth day of this
month and then slaughter it—the entire community of Israel will do this—at dusk. Then take some of the blood and smear it on the two
doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which you will eat it. You are to eat the meat, roasted in the fire, that night, along with bread, made
without yeast, and bitter herbs. Don’t eat any of it raw or boiled in water; make sure it’s roasted—the whole animal, head, legs, and innards.
Don’t leave any of it until morning; if there are leftovers, burn them in the fire. “And here is how you are to eat it: Be fully dressed with
your sandals on and your stick in your hand. Eat in a hurry, it’s the Passover to God. “I will go through the land of Egypt on this night and
strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, whether human or animal, and bring judgment on all the gods of Egypt. I am God. The
blood will serve as a sign on the houses where you live. When [ see the blood I will pass over you—no disaster will touch you when [ strike
the land of Egypt. “This will be a memorial day for you, you will celebrate it as a festival to God down through the generations, a fixed
festival celebration to be observed always. You will eat unraised bread (matzoth) for seven days: On the first day get rid of all yeast from
your houses—anyone who eats anything with yeast from the first day to the seventh day will be cut off from Israel. The first and the seventh
days are set aside as holy, do no work on those days. Only what you have to do for meals, each person can do that. Word of God, Word of
Life

The first reading tonight gives the prescriptions for the Passover meal as they were presented to Moses in preparation for the Israelite flight
from Egypt. This passage sets up two significant understandings of the sacrament Jesus left for us in his memory. First, according to the
synoptic (“same view/perspective”) gospels Matthew, Mark, and Luke, the last supper Jesus celebrated with his disciples was a Passover
meal. In it, they recall the saving actions of God in freeing their ancestors, and subsequently recall the freedom they enjoy in being able to
celebrate this meal together. During the meal, the second significant image is remembered; that of a sacrificed lamb whose blood marked the
dwellings of the believers. Jesus, especially in John’s gospel, is equated with the sacrificial lamb and his blood marks the believer for
salvation. Like the believing Hebrews whose houses the “Angel of Death” passed over, those who believe in Jesus the Christ will be lifted
from the scourge of sin and death to everlasting life.

Psalm 116:1-6, 12-19 Together

I love GOD because he listened to me, listened as I begged for mercy. He listened so intently as I laid out my case before him. Death
stared me in the face, hell was hard on my heels. Up against it, I didn’t know which way to turn; then I called out to GOD for help:
“Please, GOD!” I cried out.  “Save my life!” GOD is gracious—it is he who makes things right, our most compassionate God.

GOD takes the side of the helpless; when I was at the end of my rope, he saved me What can I give back to GOD  for the blessings he’s
poured out on me? I'll lift high the cup of salvation—a toast to GOD! I'll pray in the name of GOD; I'’ll complete what 1

promised GOD I’d do, and I'll do it together with his people. When they arrive at the gates of death, GOD welcomes those who love him.
Oh, GOD, here I am, your servant, your faithful servant: set me free for your service! I'm ready to offer the thanksgiving sacrifice and
pray in the name of GOD. I'll complete what I promised GOD I'd do, and I'll do it in company with his people, In the place of worship,

in GOD’s house, in Jerusalem, GOD's city.

Matthew 26:17-30 NIV

On the first day of the Festival of Unleavened Bread, the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Where do you want us to make preparations
for you to eat the Passover?” He replied, “Go into the city to a certain man and tell him, ‘The Teacher says: My appointed time is near. 1
am going to celebrate the Passover with my disciples at your house.’” So the disciples did as Jesus had directed them and prepared the
Passover. When evening came, Jesus was reclining at the table with the Twelve. And while they were eating, he said, “Truly I tell you, one
of you will betray me.” They were very sad and began to say to him one after the other, “Surely you don’t mean me, Lord?” Jesus
replied, “The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me will betray me. The Son of Man will go just as it is written about him. But
woe to that man who betrays the Son of Man! It would be better for him if he had not been born. ” Then Judas, the one who would betray
him, said, “Surely you don’t mean me, Rabbi?” Jesus answered, “You have said so.” While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when
he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body.” Then he took a cup, and when he had
given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you. This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the
forgiveness of sins. I tell you, I will not drink from this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I drink it new with

you in my Father’s kingdom.” When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.

1) Judas is a complex character in this plot to kill Jesus. Some theologians have portrayed him merely as a greedy coward, but perhaps
there is more to him than that. His handing of Jesus over to the Jewish authorities may have been Judas’ way of forcing Jesus to carry
out what he believed the Messiah should do: raise up an army to overthrow the Romans. Judas was a sacharii of the Zealot party who
used the sword to rid Israel of the Roman oppressors. Barabbas was a strong member of this party also, and was arrested for killing
Roman soldiers; a hero to some, a marauder according to the message of Jesus. Certainly, Judas fulfilled the Hebrew Scripture passage
that foretold the Messiah’s death because of an act of betrayal, but perhaps he never intended Jesus to die. Why else would he have been
moved to such a level of despair that he hanged himself once he realized Jesus would be killed and not freed by the people? Judas was
trying to free his people too, but he misunderstood the way in which Jesus wanted it to be done. He chose the sword over love. We can
only speculate because we cannot read a person’s heart; that is God’s realm.

2) Jesus is a willing participant in his passion and death, not a passive victim. He felt everything fully and chose to place his will in accord
with the Father’s, even when it meant pain, humiliation, and death.
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Good Friday:
The Passion of Jesus the Christ according to St. Matthew 27:11-66 NIV

Jesus is clearly innocent and the chief priests had to fabricate a case under the darkness of night in order to prosecute him for a crime
punishable by death. Actually, the Sanhedrin had no authority to put a man to death so they had to involve the Gentile Romans in their plot.
The Jewish religious leaders were motivated by jealousy and feared the loss of their comfortable community status. If there was a riot, Rome
would smash it and most probably the whole country. The Jewish leaders couldn’t risk it and decided to sacrifice one man (Jesus) instead of
the whole nation, even though he was innocent. Jesus fulfills the suffering servant role in this way.

Barabbas means “son of the Father.” By contrasting Jesus, the Son of the Father, with the people’s choice, Barabbas, Matthew shows that
those motivated by prejudice and violence chose the wrong son to release.

Simon of Cyrene was from northern Africa and was a pilgrim who had come to Jerusalem to observe the
Passover feast.

Gall is a drug that was mixed with wine and given to lessen the severity of pain. This was a common practice and an act of mercy on the part
of more humane witnesses. Why does Jesus refuse to drink? Some suggest he wanted to remain in his full faculties.

“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me,” is the first line of Psalm 22. This psalm tells the story of David, God’s chosen one, being
humiliated and persecuted for the sins of the people. People taunted him because he relied on God. But, in the end, he was vindicated and
endures in hope. He is able to cry out in praise of the God who has saved him. While Jesus certainly felt anguish and abandonment on the
cross, he is in a real sense, praying, even in his desperation. In uttering the first line of this psalm, all Jews who heard would

have completed the chant on their own (think of how we begin the Nicene Creed). Jesus is proclaiming from the cross his faith and complete
reliance on Abba, his Father.

The temple curtain that separated the people from the “presence of God in the Holy of Holies” was torn down the middle. In Jesus, God was
fully revealed to all people. The separation between God and humans had been breached for ever.

Joseph of Arimathea was a member of the Jewish Sanhedrin (religious court) who accepted Jesus’ message. His offering of a tomb allowed
Jesus to be buried before the beginning of the Sabbath, and kept him from the humiliation of rotting on the cross while being eaten by dogs
and raptors. The Romans liked to make a morbid spectacle of those who had been crucified as a deterrent to uprisings.

Easter

First Reading: Acts 10:34-43 NIV

Then Peter began to speak: “I now realize how true it is that God does not show favoritism but accepts from every nation the one who fears
him and does what is right. You know the message God sent to the people of Israel, announcing the good news of peace through

Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. You know what has happened throughout the province of Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that
John preached— how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went around doing good and healing all
who were under the power of the devil, because God was with him. “We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews and in
Jerusalem. They killed him by hanging him on a cross, but God raised him from the dead on the third day and caused him to be seen. He
was not seen by all the people, but by witnesses whom God had already chosen—by us who ate and drank with him after he rose from the
dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one whom God appointed as judge of the living and the

dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”

{pause} Word of God, Word of Life Thanks be to God

Biblical scholars suggest that The Acts of the Apostles was written in about 85 AD by Saint Luke as a second book to his Gospel. Acts
explains how the followers of Jesus were inspired by Holy Spirit to overcome their fear and spread the Good News. Their Pentecost
experience led to the growth of the Christian Church, persecution, and even death for many. Luke wanted to testify that Jesus &#39; Spirit
remained with those who believed in Him. Peter the Apostle becomes one of the primary proclaimers of the resurrection reality, and today’s
first reading has him explaining the core of the Christian faith to a Gentile (non-Jew) named Cornelius, and the members of his household.
Peter had gone to the Mediterranean port city of Caesarea Maritima following a dream in which he felt encouraged to include Gentiles in the
kingdom of the righteous. This was scandalous to the Jewish followers of Christ and led to a major argument within the body of believers.
In a nutshell, Peter’s speech is about the ministry of Jesus on earth, a recounting of Jesus; passion, and an expression of belief in the
resurrection which fortified Jesus’ role as heavenly judge through whom all separation from God (sin) has been erased. Peter uses himself as
a witness to all these truths and invites all who hear to also believe. As believers, they will live in the Kingdom of God now. No more
waiting ....The part not included in today’s reading is that Holy Spirit was poured out upon Cornelius’ family when they heard the word of
the Apostle and came to believe in Jesus as the Christ (Anointed One of God). This message was most significant to the Gentile members of
Luke’s audience listening to his preaching fifty years after Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection. This meant that God’s plan of salvation was
for everyone, not just the Jewish people. Holy Spirit flowed out to the entire world seeking to recreate the relationship of original justice
known in The Garden before sin and separation.

Psalm 118:19-24 All Together

Open for me the gates of the righteous; 1 will enter and give thanks to the LORD. This is the gate of the LORD through which the
righteous may enter. I will give you thanks, for you answered me; you have become my salvation. The stone the builders rejected has
become the cornerstone; the LORD has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes. The LORD has done it this very day; let us rejoice
today and be glad.
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Gospel: Matthew 28:1-10 NIV

After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to look at the tomb. There was a violent
earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance
was like lightning, and his clothes were white as snow. The guards were so afraid of him that they shook and became like dead men. The
angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. He is not here; he has risen, just
as he said. Come and see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of
you into Galilee. There you will see him.” Now I have told you.” So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and
ran to tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them. “Greetings,” he said. They came to him, clasped his feet and worshiped him. Then Jesus
said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.”

The intervention of the angel makes abundantly clear that the resurrection of Jesus is God’s action. Just as an angel was sent from God to tell
Joseph that Mary would bear Emmanuel, God with us, thus setting the story of Jesus in motion (Matthew 1:20), so too at the end of the story
an angel again appears to accomplish God’s purposes. As God’s action, the resurrection cannot be thwarted: Pilate and the chief priests
make every effort to ensure that Jesus will stay dead, going so far as to seal the stone at the tomb entrance, and placing a guard there (27:62-
66). But the angel not only rolls back the stone but sits on it, as if to mock these efforts. Moreover, the sight of the angel makes the guards
shake and become as though dead—so much for the efforts of imperial power to thwart God’s purposes. These dramatic elements that
Matthew emphasizes in his telling of the story make it clear that God is acting in this event, and that nothing can hinder God’s uncontainable
life. The resurrection of Jesus is a total reordering of our world but is also an intimate promise of presence with us. The risen Christ comes
alongside us and walks with us, as the road to Emmaus story dramatizes (Luke 24:13-35), and as this encounter with Matthew also conveys.
The resurrection of Jesus not only signals the radical transformation of the world that the inbreaking reign of God brings, but also promises
that the risen Christ can be with us in the everydayness of our ordinary lives.

[Ruthanna B. Hooke, Virginia Theological Seminary via Working Preacher, Luther Seminary)

Pancake Breakfast 2023

I would like to thank the 20 plus assistants that prepared and served, 29 individuals that donated food, the 110 plus
people that ate our pancakes, eggs, ham and fruit and a generous donation from Thrivent. Without everyone's
involvement the breakfast would not have been a success. The outpouring of effort from all involved is truly a
tribute to the members of the St. Paul community...Dave Oldham
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* Week Six
Father, you have made me your child through your spirit. In your kindness, you adopted me and delivered me
from sin and death.

“ Remind me today what it means to be your child and to be free from that law. It is so easy for me to live my day
on my own terms. Help me to live in the light of your grace.

* | pray for my friends and family. Help them to experience your love as their father and feel their inheritance in
your spirit.

. Thank you for accepting me as | am but not leaving me the same.

In Jesus’ name, amen.

Dinner With Friends
Your next opportunity

to have a delicious
S Y N O D dinner with some of
your wonderful St Paul
R E V I v A L friends will be on
Tuesday, April 11th at
5:00 p.m. at the Bluebird Diner, 112 E
Main Street in Solon, Iowa. All are
I MAG' N E welcome, hope you see you there!!
Questions: Sherri Evans 319-981-0283

OR IMAGINE...

Collecting Pill Bottles
We are now collecting only
amber colored pill bottles
o) % with no labels that are dry
\ 1 A and clean of labels for the
O mraim L Wt cilcG ket BEA i gl Community Free Clinic in
Cedar Rapids. Drop them
off in the back of the church
in the box underneath the
table.

St Paul Staff Emails & Phone Numbers

Pastor Rodney blumlwa@gmail.com
(319) 389-6153
Nancy Douglas, Treasurer
njldouglas@hotmail.com (319) 551-3358
Kaileen Weaver cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com
(951) 553-5728
Kathy Brunssen stpaulanamosa@gmail.com

Mark your calendar for Saturday, May 20 for all
. (319) 480-0943
ages, all are welcome, day of learning about
ministry, music, worship, great speakers and fun. | {Please call us if we can be of assistance. PLEASE
Go to synodrevival.org for more information, leave a message if we cannot answer. We will

updates are posted often. return your call ASAP.
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Thank you to all who provided lilies to decorate the sanctuary this Easter. Lilies have been given by:

o Marlene Prout inv memory of Del Prout, Angie Keller

o  Dawrel Gelty inv memory of Beverly Gelty, and Dorvothy Gelty

o  Phyllis Kulow inv memory of Phil/Patsy Howderserv

o  Ralph & Sandra Andresen inv memory of Chwis Andresen

o Vernw Lewisonw inv memory of Paul Lewison

o Tom Sabotta/Sherry Evans in memory of St Paud faumily

o Fred/Lindsey Austinv inv memory of Lee/Dawlene Austiny and Devrwnis Weery

o Jeff/Kristi Fortune in memory of Ray/Bonwnie Fortune

o Bawrry/WilmaAndersonw in memory of Paul/Muriel Sperry and Eler/Gay Andersov

o Marilyw Lambertsen inv memory of Frances/Verne Embree and Ivan Hempy

o Daw Lambertsen inv memory of Elis Lambertsenv

o  Amy Fuller-Belding inv memory of Rosemawy Belding and Tom and Jum Fuller and, Jum Elsonv

o  David/Del Oldhawm inv memory of owr parenty

o Bing/Dovothy Postel in honor of Dow Smithv

o  Bev Wunder inv memory of Joe/Wilma Cox

o Mackengie/Dustiny Paudser inv memory of Helew Neal and Diane Gregg

o Lawra Secrist inv memory of Dawel Secrist

o Bob/DarlaAlgoe in memory of Jack Leonawrd and Marge Bohlker

o Briawy Chele, Grace, and Grant Lubben inv memory of Ed/Patricia Lubbew

o Ed Gerst/Swsanv Koppenhowver inhonor of Donwnay, Tom and Helenw

o Jerry/Cathy Crowe irnv memory and honor of Betty Elder, Velma Crowe; Mawy Low Long; Jeremy
Musselmownv aond Ruthv Wormac:

o VickiWacker invhonor of the Ed Folken

o KawenBiere inv memory of Hank Biere




Please Pray for the Following

(Why people want prayers isn’t important, the prayers are!)
We pray for all who need healing, strength or
comfort those who are grieving . For peace in our
nation & world, for safety in our schools and

communities and for those seeking a safe home. To

add a name call or email Kathy at 462-4841/
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com. Names will be
listed for 4 weeks and may be renewed.

GriefShare is available upon request. Please
contact Nancy Douglas if interested 319-551-3358.

AA meets in the lower level of the CE building on
Tuesday evenings at 7:00 pm.

Jones County Food Bank: Help is always needed at
the Jones County Community Food Bank - food and
funds have fallen critically low. For the last few
months, the number of families and individuals
requesting foods has been increasing and the shelves
are almost bare. Funds are also being diminished by
the demands of purchasing food at higher prices.

To donate money, checks may be written to Jones
County Community Food Bank and mailed to 105
Broadway Place, Anamosa IA 52205. ltems needed
this week: Peas, pancake mix and syrup, canned tuna,
Mac & Cheese and personal care items. Please place
items in the back of the church for collection by St. Paul
volunteers OR call the Food Bank to make delivery
arraignments (462-4343)

Recorded services are found on St. Paul
website, YouTube page or Facebook page.

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline
Available 24 Hours
Languages: English, Spanish
800-273-8255

AEEEEEEEEEER
.Illlllllll

Bread Bakers:

April: Kaileen Weaver
May: Pat Merritt

June: Sandra Andresen

Deliver Food to Food Bank:
April: Barb Kleis

May: Ralph & Sandy Andresen
June: Myra Powell
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Thursday, April 6 Maundy Thursday

* 6:00pm Evening Service
Greeters: Tom Sabotta/Sherri Evans
Comm Prep: Barb Kleis
Comm Asst: Tom Sabotta/Sherri Evans
Reader: Jerry Crowe
Reader: Shaun/Valerie Lambertsen Family
Prayer Leader:
Strip Alter: Shaun Lambertsen Family
PowerPoint: Barb Kleis
Livestream: Ingrid Vaughn
Friday, April 7 Good Friday
* 6:00pm Evening Service
Greeters: Ralph/Sandra Andresen
Reader: Virginia Danielson
Reader: Ralph Andresen
Reader: Paul Sisler
Cross Bearer: Kyle Andresen
Cross Bearer:
PowerPoint: Barb Kleis
Livestream: Skylar Hollett
Sunday, April 9 Easter Sunday
* 6:20am Sunrise Service Rotary Lodge
* 8:00am Easter Service
Comm Prep: Jeff/Kristi Fortune
Greeter: Darla Algoe
Reader & Prayers: Virginia Danielson
Comm Server: Jeff/Kristi Fortune
PowerPoint: Lois Ocenosak
Livestream: Skyler
* 10:30am Easter Service
Comm Prep: Ralph & Sandra Andresen
Greeter: Ralph & Sandra Andresen
Reader & Prayers: Ralph Andresen
Comm Server: Ralph/Sandra Andresen
PowerPoint: Simon R.
Livestream: Sebastian G.
Tuesday, April 11
*  1:30pm Scripture Study
*  6:00pm Grief Support by request, call Nancy Douglas
*  7:00pm AA—-LL CE Building
Wednesday, April 12
* 6:00pm Evening Service
Greeters: Darla Algoe
Comm Prep: Marlene Serbousek
Reader & Prayers: Beth Hora
PowerPoint: Myra Powell
Comm Server: Beth Hora
Sunday, April 16
* 8:00am Service
Comm Prep: Jan Allaire/Verna Lewison
Greeter: Mike/Nancy Bickford
Reader & Prayers: Brian Lubben
*Comm Server: Brian/Michele Lubben
PowerPoint: Grant Lubben
Livestream: Skyler
* 10:30am Service
Comm Prep: Lori Reynolds
Greeter: CJ Sullivan Family
Reader & Prayers: Nancy Lyon Douglas
Comm Server: Lori Reynolds/Nancy Lyon Douglas
PowerPoint: Addie D.
Livestream: Ingrid V.


https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g
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Mailing Address:

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church
103 East Cedar Street

Anamosa, 1A 52205

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Wednesday, service at 6:00 p.m.
Sundays 8:00am Traditional

10:30 am Contemporary

All services will be at St. Paul. Watch for
opportunities between Sunday services

— |

CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR ST PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH ﬂ

April 6 Maundy Thursday (service @ 6:00 pm)

April 7 Good Friday (service @ 6:00 pm)

April 9 Easter (Sunrise Service @ 6:30 am @ Rotary Lodge)
Brass Service @ 8:00 am and 10:30 am at church

April 19 H.S. Senior Recognition

April 30 Confirmation @ 10:30 Service

May 3rd Last day of WD4

o — —




