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Treasurer’s report for the first quarter of our fiscal year.   
 We started the fiscal year with a lot of optimism.  We 
proposed a budget to the congregation which was quite 
conservative and well within the proven ability of our 
congregation to support.  All we have to do as a congregation 
is to support our church financially at the same level that we 
have the last two years. 

The early settlers were greeted by “savages” who 
gave example of great stewardship of land, 
resources, and friendship. What characteristics of 
thanksgiving have blessed our community? 
 

Thoughtfulness toward others 
Hospitality 
Acceptance 
Nour ishing Body and Soul 
Kindness 
Sense of belonging 
Generosity 
Inclusive 
Vitality 
Imaginative 
Non-judgmental 
Genuine     
     (by Lois Ocenosak) 

Anamosa’s Better Together Teams coming together to build a 
stronger community. See page 7 for story.  
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November/December Work 
Group 
 

Coordinator: Lori Reynolds 
 

Jan Allaire 
Chris & Sarah Andresen 
Lindsey Austin  
Marlene Prout 
Nicole Sander 
Donna Selk 
Jerry & Verlyn Stolte 
Lance & Michelle Toenjes 
Aaron & Deb Zumbach 
Bob & Darla Algoe 
Gary & Vickie Behnke 
Donna Custis 
Lisa & Denny Folken 
Betty Hunter 
Dee Ihlenfeldt 
Brian & Michele Lubben 
Rob & Kristy Robertson 
Marlene Serbousek 
CJ & Stacie Sullivan 
Dave & Darcy Jacobs 
Gail Sisler 
Dennis Heeren 

Pray for Our Military 
 

Please pray for our men and women currently 
serving in the military:  
 

 Jeremy Fall 
 Allen Gilbert  
 Kalib Seeley 
 Jason Schoenbeck 
 

Please call the church office if you would like 
to be added or deleted from this list. 

Generous Giving 
 

We would like to thank the following who have given of their time and 
talents: 

 Those who have helped with repairs from the 
lightening strike. 

 All those who helped make our Better Together Day a 
success. 

 Those who have provided meals for Alpha Sessions 
and retreat. 

 Lutheran World Relief workers who donated quilts, 
backpacks and kits. (see pg 7 for details) 

 To four high school students who helped with 
confirmation this month: Nathan Hollett, Ivan 
Lambertson and Logan & Emma Dales. 

 

Thank You: For those who helped make the Alpha 

Course at St. Paul possible this Fall:   
 
Meal providers- Dustin & McKenzie Paulson, Karen 
Biere,  Darla Algoe, Lori Reynolds, Bernice Petersen, 
Sheri Evans, Sandy & Ralph Andresen, Nancy Lyon 
Douglas, Donna Condry, Dee Ihlenfeldt. and Carol & 
Colin Stiffler. 
 

Child care provider- Vicki Wacker 
 

Small Group Leaders- Jan Koppenhaver, Jane Ortgies, 
Verna Lewison, Ken Winter, Steve Dornbusch, and 
Darcie Tenley.  

Did you know . . .  if you are away or unable to 

attend Sunday worship, sermons are available on 
the Saint Paul church website in the drop-down 
menu under Media; pastor's sermon?  Check it out 
and share with your homebound family members. 
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1 Cor. 1:2b-3  … to those who are sanctified in Christ 

Jesus, called to be saints, together with all those who in 

every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

both their Lord and ours:  3 Grace to you and peace from 

God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

In the ELCA, as in the New Testament, all 

Christians, whether in heaven or on earth, are 

regarded as saints, so the upcoming Feast of All 

Saints on Nov. 4, is our collective feast day. 

 

Martin Luther taught: “Concerning the cult of the 

saints our people teach that the saints are to be 

remembered so that we may strengthen our faith 

when we see how they experienced grace and how 

they were helped by faith.  Moreover, it is taught 

that each person according to his or her calling 

should take the saints’ good works as an example.  

However, it cannot be demonstrated from Scripture 

that a person should call upon the saints or seek 

help from them. “For there is only one single 

reconciler and mediator set up between God and 

humanity, Jesus the Christ (1 Tm. 2:5).” {Augsburg 

Confession, XXI: 1, 2} 

 

Our confession approves giving honor to the saints; 

this honor is threefold.  The first is thanksgiving… 

to God for giving us examples of mercy, and to the 

saints themselves for faithfully using the gifts given 

them.  The second kind of veneration is paying 

attention to their stories of contrition, forgiveness, 

and trust in God in order to strengthen our faith.  

The third honor is imitation: initially of their faith 

and then their other virtues in living and dying 

{adapted from the Apology of the Augsburg 

Confession, XXI: 4-6}. 

 

On Oct. 14, after a lengthy process called 

canonization, the Pope of the Roman Catholic 

Church solemnly declared Archbishop Oscar 

Romero of El Salvador to be united with God in 

heaven, an intercessory to God on behalf of the 

living, and worthy of public and universal 

veneration, a saint.  While we Lutherans might have 

a slightly different 

understanding of the role of 

saints and our relationship 

to them, I must admit that 

Oscar Romero’s life has 

long been a source of 

inspiration for me.   

 

After seeing the movie about his life in 1989, I 

recognized in him an example of one who gave 

everything (self, security, comfort, prestige, life) to 

serve Christ and his gospel.  It made me take a sober 

look at the lifestyle I enjoyed and the actions of the 

country in which I lived when I heard that it was a 

U.S. supported hit squad that shot him dead at the 

altar as he celebrated Eucharist.  It sounded 

strangely like the collaboration between the Romans 

and Jewish religious leaders who had Jesus 

executed for stirring up the unwashed masses.   

 

Like James and John in Mk 10, Romero said, “Yes” 

to serving a vision that was bigger than his own 

understanding and it cost him dearly.   

Archbishop Romero helped thousands of vulnerable 

people move through the pain and suffering they 

endured by becoming their advocate and voice for 

justice.    

 

Some quotes attributed to him have led me to 

ponder over the years:  

“We cannot do everything, and there is a sense of 

liberation in realizing that. This enables us to do 

something, and to do it very well. It may be 

incomplete, but it is a beginning, a step along the 

way, an opportunity for the Lord's grace to enter 

and do the rest.”  

 

“A church that doesn't provoke any crises, a gospel 

that doesn't unsettle, a word of God that doesn't get 

under anyone’s skin, a word of God that doesn't 

touch the real sin of the society in which it is being 

proclaimed — what gospel is that?”  

 

Continued on page 4 

Pastor Rodney Bluml 
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Pastor’s Page: Continued from page 3 

“You can tell the people that if they succeed in killing me, that I forgive and bless those who do it. 

Hopefully, they will realize they are wasting their time. A bishop will die, but the church of God, which 

is the people, will never perish.” Speaking to the members of the military death squads in his weekly 

radio program, Romero said: “Brothers, you came from our own people. You are killing your own 

brothers. Any human ordered to kill must be subordinate to the law of God, which says, 'Thou shalt not 

kill'. No soldier is obliged to obey an order contrary to the law of God. No one has to obey an immoral 

law. It is high time you obeyed your consciences rather than sinful orders. The church cannot remain 

silent before such an abomination. ...In the name of God, in the name of this suffering people whose cry 

rises to heaven more loudly each day, I implore you, I beg you, I order you: stop the repression.”  
 

Perhaps you can see why in the end, the threatened people in power had him killed.  Take a chance to 

stir up your own conscience today by familiarizing yourself with his story.  Better yet, watch the movie.  

Romero is, in the truest sense, a saint for our times.  
 

Stop this week and think of one or two people who model gospel love, compassion, forgiveness, 

humility, and servant leadership.  Join me in saying, “Thank you God for these saints among us!” 

Notes from the Parish Nurses 
November brings to Iowans colder breezes, leaves on the ground more than in the trees, a few flurries 
of snow, officially sweatshirt weather, clocks turned back to gain that hour we have missed, and 
Thanksgiving family gatherings with feasts of turkey and pumpkin pie.  This year November 8th is 
designated as “Winter Weather Day in Iowa” providing us with education on being ready for the change 
in the season.  Suggestions for a safe winter include checking that the furnace is working properly, 
keeping extra food in the cupboards, keeping medications refilled, checking the flash light batteries as 
well as changing the battery in our smoke detectors.  
  
Other “ Ready Iowa” suggestions include when temperatures are dropping to dress in warm loose 
fitting layers.  If you shovel snow, stretch to help warm up your body, take rest periods and listen to 
your body to avoid over exertion. Cold weather and exercise such as shoveling snow can cause a strain 
on our muscles, back and heart.  Be safe, take breaks. Chances are many of us will be driving when a 
storm begins.  It is encouraged that our vehicles have a mechanical check before winter as well as 
emergency supplies  in the car including blankets. Keeping informed of road conditions before you 
travel is also suggested.  For more information on winter safety tips, please go to the “Ready Iowa” 
website: www.beready.iowa.gov/resources/calendar       
 
If you would like a visit or phone call from a nurse, please contact the church office or place a note in 
the offering. 
  
Be a “Ready Iowan” 
Blessings, 
 
Carol Stiffler RN, BSN, PN 
Chris Holtz, RN, BSN 

Love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
with all your soul, with all your strength 
Deuteronomy 6:5 

 

Please keep in your prayers the families of these saints from St. Paul Anamosa who died 
since All Saints Day 2017:  Eugene Schipper, Lola Barner, Jean Postel, Carlyn Achenbach, 
Edna Roeglin, Skip Peterson, Luella Bickford, Varlyn Fink, Bob Easterly, Gary Capron, 
Georgina Mettler and Iva Heiserman. 

http://www.beready.iowa.gov/resources/calendar
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11/6    Drumming for Healing -- Ken 

11/13  Singing Bowls – Kathy Broghammer 

11/20  Litany of Thanksgiving {Taize Style} - Jane 

11/27  Holden Evening Prayer -  Staff & Nancy S 

12/4    Holden Evening Prayer -  Staff & Nancy S 

12/11  Holden Evening Prayer— Staff & Nancy S 

12/18  Blue Christmas - Pastor Rodney 

Tuesday Evenings 

5:30pm  

Free to the public 

Tuesdays from 6:30-7:30PM  ALL ARE WELCOME!    
 

Christian Education Building - Lower Level 
(Enter from gravel parking lot, first door on left.) 
    

Nancy Lyon Douglas 
Questions?  Call 319-462-4841 

Check it Out . . .  
from the St. Paul Library in the room behind the Sanctuary.  

When Lightening Struck by Danika Cooley (review by Sherry Hartelt) 

 This historical fiction selection is recommended for teen readers, but it can be a source of information and 
inspiration for anyone, regardless of age. The author’s gifted writing, based on research, draws us into the supersti-
tion, papal power and impoverished, illiterate peasantry that was the world of Martin Luther.  
      We follow the strong-willed student as he vows to become a monk after a frightening storm he barely sur-
vives. He views the storm as a sign from God. Always fearful of the devil, whom he envisions as a dragon, Luther 
despairs of ever deserving God’s salvation.  
      When, in the course of his studies, he has the opportunity to read the Bible, he begins to question the asser-
tion that only the Pope can interpret scripture. Realizing that it is faith, given by God that will save him, he rejects 
the status quo, which sets him against the corrupted Papacy and the Emperor.  
      Cooley recreates the tense drama of the excommunication, the burning of the Papal Bull and Luther’s 
(benevolent) kidnapping. His bravery in facing the threat of martyrdom by defying the powers that sought to silence 
him is described, as is his compassion. He and his wife Katherine von Bora stayed behind to tend to the victims of 
plague, even as others, including the physician, fled—a decision which nearly cost Katherine her own life.  
      Luther was not perfect. He was anti-Semitic. He sided with the aristocracy during the Peasant’s Revolt, had a 
quick temper, and did not easily forgive his enemies. But like many great people of faith, he was given a mission by 
God, despite his failings.  
 

Katherine von Bora - Martin Luther’s Wife by Martin Treu, Published in Wittenberg, 2003, English Translation 

(review by Sherry Hartelt) 
 This biography, based on letters, documents and contemporary accounts presents Katherine von Bora as a 
strong, independent personality. Her faith in God and in her husband’s mission made her an important figure in the 
times that changed Christianity, Europe and the world.  
 Sadly, in her lifetime she was the target of bitter, hateful criticism, including pornographic slander. But she 
did not despair, and she was supported by friends, including Barbara Cranach, wife of Lucas Cranach. In addition to 
the roles of wife and mother, she aptly managed a large household with relatives’ children, students and professors 
in residence at the Black Cloister (the former monastery). It was not uncommon to have 30 diners at the table. She 
oversaw the servants, the farms and the brewery.  
 We tend to glorify lasting marriages as “love at first sight” and “happily ever after” stories. In fact, Katie was 
not Martin’s first choice and Martin was not Katie’s first choice either. However, the respect that Katie and Marin 
felt upon their marriage grew into a deep, supportive love as revealed in his letters to her.  
 While only a slim 88 pages, this volume of Biographies of the Reformation series includes many photos of 
engravings, paintings and Katie’s monument sculpture in the Torgau Church where she was buried.  
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The Discipleship Ministry Corner-  

Ken Winter, Director of Discipleship Ministry 
 

Fall 2018 Hot Topics  
 

Please mark your calendars and plan to attend  
 

 “The Church and Mental Health”  
Series Continues . . . 

 

 
Session VIII Ministering to Persons with Post Traumatic Stress 
Disorder  
Sun., Nov 4, 201.8 
 
Session IX Ministering to Persons with Co-occurring Disorders    
Sun., Nov. 11, 2018 
 
Session X Suicide         
Sun., Nov. 18, 2018 
 
As of this publication, plans are to hold Hot Topics in the Fellowship Hall 
from 9:40 a.m.-10:20 a.m.  This is subject to change. Coffee and Donuts 
will be available 

Did you know..... 

there is a Crisis 
 Text Line for those who are in 

crisis 
 and want to  

communicate via texting? 
 

  Volunteers are available 24/7 

Crisis Text Line: Text HOME to  
741741 

National Adoption Month 
 
November is National Adoption Month, a time to honor 
families who have opened their hearts and homes to 
children in need. For LSI it is a time to celebrate the families 
we support through Foster Care and Adoption, and to raise 
awareness for the hundreds of Iowa children in need of a 
safe, loving home.  
 
In 30 counties in western Iowa, LSI Foster Care and 
Adoption recruits, licenses, and supports foster and 
adoptive families to ensure every Iowa child grows up in a 
safe, stable environment.   
 
But more work needs to be done. According to the most 
recent federal data, more than 100,000 children in the U.S. 
are waiting to be adopted from foster care, and thousands 
of teens age out of foster care every year without a 
permanent family. To learn more about supporting Iowa 
children in foster care, visit LSIowa.org/Foster, or contact 
Deb Whitford, LSI director of philanthropy and church 
relations, at Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org or 563-676-
2065. 
 
Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to the 
love of Jesus Christ through compassionate service. LSI is 
an affiliated social ministry partner of the Iowa 
congregations of the ELCA (Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America) and a member of LSA (Lutheran Services in 
America). We proudly serve people of all ages, abilities, 
religions, sexes, gender identities, national origins, 
ethnicities, races, and sexual orientations.  Learn more at 
www.LSIowa.org and www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa.  

mailto:Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org
http://www.lsiowa.org/
http://www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa
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Lutheran World Relief Updates 
Your Lutheran World Relief teams have packed and  
delivered our fall shipment! We have generously  
donated enough fabric, school supplies, and personal care  
items to fill 23 cartons with 36 quilts, 107 school kits, 
and 40 personal care kits, truly a wonderful outpouring of love and service to the world 
beyond our doors.  Special thanks to Vickie Wacker and Dee Ihlenfeldt who made sure our 
offerings arrived at the gathering site in Cedar Rapids, to the St. Paul Women of the ELCA 
circles for shipping funds, and to Karen Biere, Jerry and Verlyn Stolte and Angie Keller for 
leading the Thrivent Action teams for this activity. 
 

GOD'S WORK.  OUR HANDS. 
Denny Oltmann has been St. Paul’s prime mover on Anamosa’s  

Better Together Team.  This year he moved St. Paul folk to serve 

our church neighborhood in a new way, with a day dedicated to 

helping one of our neighbors finish his major home renovation 

projects and helping another with some outside work. Teams of 

volunteers led by Denny, Ed Gerst, and Tom Sabotta, spent a 

Saturday in October being neighbor with our neighbors, some 

offering skilled hands, others joining in with not-so-skilled hands, 

but all being Better Together with Aaron and Marty.  Thanks to 

Thrivent Member Hank Biere, this was a Thrivent Action project, 

with  seed money to help fund it. 

World Community Day  
 Women of Faith and Friendship will celebrate World 
Community Day On Fri., Nov. 2nd, at  First Congregational United 
Church of Christ in Anamosa. Gathering is in the lower level 
fellowship area, accessed from the Booth St. entrance. 
Registration, fellowship, and a light lunch begin at 11:30 AM, followed by a brief business 
meeting. The closing program for the day is  provided by Church Women United.   
 An offering will be taken, and a container will be available for “Nickels for National” in 
support of Church Women United.  Attendees are encouraged to bring donations for the 
Jones County Community Food Bank. 
 Formerly called Church Women United, the Anamosa group reorganized 2 years ago, 
with the aim of becoming more independent and responsive to the needs around us.  
Church Women United materials are still used at the gatherings, and Women of Faith 
continues to celebrate May Friendship Day, World Community Day, and World Day of Prayer.  
Women from the surrounding communities are invited to be part of the organization. 
   

Women of the ELCA 
Thank offering collection at the November circle meetings.    
 

Mary Circle meets on Tues., Nov. 13 in the church fellowship area.                 
Hostess Virginia Danielson, Bible Study leader Nancy Hart   
 

Sarah Circle meets on Wed., Nov. 14, 1:30 PM at Woodland Park                       
Hostess Sylvia Albers, Bible Study leader Mary Lou Schipper 
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Fri., Nov. 2 

 11:30 am Church Women United 2018 World Community Day, First 
Congregational United Church of Christ  

 
Sun., Nov 4 

 8:30am Traditional Worship 

 9:30am Coffee Hour 

 9:30am Hot Topics Ministering to Persons w/Post Traumatic 
Stress Disorder  

 10:30am Contemporary Worship/Children’s Church 
 
Mon., Nov. 5 

 5:30-8:00pm Alpha - Fellowship Hall 
 
Tues., Nov. 6 

 2:00 pm Sister Ecumenical Bible Study 

 5:30-6:30 pm Prayer Service  - Drumming for Healing, Ken 

 6:30-7:30pm Grief Support in CE building lower level.  

 6:30pm Rubber and the Road in church library 

 8:00pm Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) in upstairs of the CE Building and 
AL-ANON will meet on lower level.  

 
Wed., Nov. 7  

 7:00am  Good Guys (McOtto’s)  

 8:00am Luther Men in Mission   (Pinicon Place)  

 6:00pm WD4 

 6:00pm Worship Service 
 
 

Sun., Nov. 11 

 8:30am Traditional Worship  

 9:30am Coffee Hour 

 9:30am Hot Topics - Ministering to Persons with Co-occurring 
Disorders    

 10:30am Contemporary Worship/Children’s Church 

 Confirmation  4-5:30 p.m.  Fellowship Hall 
 
Mon., Nov. 12 

 5:30-8:00pm Alpha  
 
Tues. Nov. 13 

 2:00 pm Sister Ecumenical Bible Study 

 5:30-6:30 pm Prayer Service  - Singing Bowls (Kathy Broghammer) 

 6:30-7:30 Grief Support in CE building lower level.  

 6:30pm Rubber and the Road in church library 

 8:00pm Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) in upstairs of the CE Building and 
AL-ANON will meet on lower level.  

 
Wed., Nov. 14 

 7:00am  Good Guys (McOtto’s)  

 8:00am Luther Men in Mission   (Pinicon Place)  

 6:00pm WD4 

 6:00pm Worship Service 

Thurs., Nov. 15 

 6:00pm All Leadership Council Meeting 
 
Sun., Nov. 18 - Bishop Burke Here 

 8:30am Traditional Worship with Bishop Burk 

 9:30am Coffee Hour 

 9:30am Hot Topics - Suicide  

 10:30am Contemporary Worship/Children’s Church with Bishop Burk 
 
Mon., Nov. 19 

 5:30-8:00pm Alpha  
 
Tues., Nov. 20 

 2:00 pm Sister Ecumenical Bible Study 

 5:30-6:30 pm Prayer Service  - Litany of Thanksgiving (Taize Style) 

 6:30-7:30pm Grief Support in CE building lower level.  

 6:30pm Rubber and the Road in church library 

 8:00pm Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) in upstairs of the CE Building 
and AL-ANON will meet on lower level.  

 
Wed., Nov. 21 

 7:00am  Good Guys (McOtto’s)  

 8:00am Luther Men in Mission   (Pinicon Place)  

 6:00pm WD4 

 6:00pm Worship Service 
 
Thurs., Nov. 22/Friday Nov. 23 

 OFFICE CLOSED - Happy Thanksgiving 
 
Sun., Nov. 25 

 8:30am Traditional Worship 

 9:30am Coffee Hour 

 10:30am Contemporary Worship/Children’s Church 

 4:30-630 p.m.  Share the Leftovers Potluck 
 
Tues., Nov.  27 

 2:00 pm Sister Ecumenical Bible Study 

 5:30-6:30 pm Prayer Service  - Holden Evening Prayer 

 6:30-7:30 Grief Support in CE building lower level.  

 6:30pm Rubber and the Road in church library 

 8:00p m Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) in upstairs of the CE Building 
and AL-ANON will meet on lower level.  

 
Wed., Nov. 28 

 7:00am  Good Guys (McOtto’s)  

 8:00am Luther Men in Mission   (Pinicon Place)  

 6:00pm WD4 

 6:00pm Worship Service 
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Council Minutes 
Oct. 11, 2018 

Members Present: Colin Stiffler, Brian Darrow, Doug Fairbanks, Tom Sabotta, Lori Reynolds, Carlene Vavricek, Barb 
Wilson, Rodney Bluml 

Chairperson Colin called the meeting to order at 8:00 pm. 
  

Agenda/Minutes:  Minutes from the September Council meeting were submitted.  Lori made a motion to approve the minutes 
and Carlene seconded the motion. Motion carried. 
  
Pastor’s Report: 
1.     Deaths            
2.     Baptisms:   Enslee Mae Steinberg 
3.     New Members:  Michael/Erica/Hadley & Everly Steinberg, Renee Lynn Colbert. 
4.     The IT in the Education Building is now hardwired.  We hope to have some cosmetic work done to cover wires etc. later on. 
5.      Lois Ocenosak, parish secretary, is suffering from severe pain due to bulges in vertebrae discs. She has been out of the        
 office for the better part of three weeks. She is only submitting hours for time she is able to work at home.  She is hoping  
          to return soon. 
6.     We continue to offer Tuesday evening prayer, weekly scripture studies, bi-monthly potlucks, and quilting gatherings as 
 community activities people can plug into when new to the community or as follow up to Alpha.  We are looking for ways 
 to bring our young families together outside of programmatic activities. 
7.     I will be on vacation from 10/22-10/29.  Recently retired Pastor Dennis Wright will supply preach and preside.  He is Katie 
 LL’s brother in law. 
8.     Thanks to all for attending to the brokenness following the lightning strike.  It is not what we needed nor hoped for, but 
 together we’ll move through it. 
   
September Financial Reports:  The September financial report was submitted and reviewed.  Brian reported that giving in this 
1st quarter was down approximately $5,000 from this time last year. 
  
Old Business: 
  
Doug checked in with our insurance company concerning questions regarding liability on the building on the lumberyard 
property.  We have two choices: 
  1.  If we do nothing, we will continue to have full coverage until August of 2019. Our coverage would then switch over to 
 liability only.  
  2.  We could switch to liability coverage now, which would save us about $600? Doug made a proposal to drop full 
 coverage on the building and only cover with liability.  Lori seconded the motion.  Some concerns were expressed and 
 further discussion took place.  The motion was denied in favor of keeping the full coverage intact until next year. 
  
New Business: 
·      Pastor Rodney shared information about an opportunity for elected leaders to attend a meeting with Bishop Burk in Cedar 
Rapids at Holy Redeemer Lutheran on November 8

th
.  (6:30 pm — 8:00 pm   720 Edgewood Rd NW  Cedar Rapids.  “Please 

join me for an evening of conversation and fellowship. As a leader elected to serve on the council of your congregation, I look 
forward to visiting with you about the hopes and challenges that we face together in the mission that God has entrusted to us. I 
will do my best to ground our conversation in this year’s synod theme, “The WATER & The WITNESS.” But mostly I will be 
listening for the points of connection in the stories you share, striving to identify new ways that we can help one another. After 
all, we really are #inthisTogether.” Pastor will send a reminder to Council one week ahead of that date to see who is going. 
·      While Lois has been struggling with her health, she seems to be doing a little better.  Several people have volunteered to 
help out in the office so that we can lighten her load and give her time to heal.  
·      We will participate again in setting up the Giving Tree in the Narthex to support HACAP over the holidays. 
·      We are not hosting Trunk or Treat this year.  Instead, we will be holding a Halloween-themed potluck on Sun., Oct. 28th from 
4:30-6:30. 
·      Grounds & Maintenance Team submitted an estimate of $1,250 to have the wood frame on the arched window on Ford 
Street replaced ($1000), and the seals on the front doors of the Education building repaired ($250).  Colin moved to make these 
repairs and Brian seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 
  
Grounds and Maintenance Team Minutes for October 11, 2018 
The Ground and Maintenance Team met on October 11, 2018 in the church basement with Colin Stiffler presiding. Also present 
were Bob Goodyear, Vic Hamre, Fred Austin, Denny Christenson, Dale Jensen and Don Hardersen. 
·      The following items were discussed: 

o   Lynn Decious repaired the men’s room toilet, new seat and repaired valve. 
o   Denny Christenson removed all of the window air conditioners. 
o   Fred Austin cleaned up the weeds around the lumber yard. 
o   Colin repaired the outside security lights and installed new lamp post light. A new timer still needs to be installed for 

 the cross and sign light. 
o   Fred Austin got a quote from Premier Construction to repair the West church window and bottom seal on CE 

 building entrance double doors. $1250 to repair both items. 
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o   Jim Albrecht cleaned the steps going up into the church and they look very good. 
o   Lynn Decious did some work on one of the boilers and finished repairing the thermostat at the front of the church. 

 He is also going to repair the leak on the coffee maker. 
o   Colin will install a new light above the Jesus statue. 
o   Dale Jensen Is going to check into what it would take to make the air conditioners in the CE building cool the 

 downstairs better. 
o   Seeking estimates on repairs and remodeling of the chapel. 

       Respectfully Submitted by Bob Goodyear 
  
Agenda for Next Meeting:  Recycling Practices 
  
Upcoming Schedule/Conferences/Meetings/Schedules/Coming Events: 
  
Time and Date of Next Meeting: Nov. 15th following the All Leadership Meeting that starts at 6:00. 
  
Adjourn/Closing Prayer: 
Brian made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Carlene seconded it. Meeting adjourned. Pastor led a closing prayer.   
  
Respectfully submitted, 
Barb Wilson- Council Secretary 

ALY Help Needed 
November is St. Paul’s month to provide ALY Volunteers for packing and delivering food for the 
weekend backpacks of food.  The sign-up poster is on the bulletin board in the church entry.  
We will usually start packing at 10:00 AM on Thursdays, and deliver the bags to the schools 
immediately after packing. 
Groups or families who would like to do the packing at other times may call Virginia Danielson 
at 462-4625 or cell 481-0466, and an alternate time and day can be arranged. 
 

Jones County Volunteer Center needs your help! 
 

Our Elderly Assisted Transportation program serves Jones County senior citizens by taking 
those who cannot afford other options to their medical appointments outside of our 
county.  Without this program, many of these folks would not receive the medical care that they 
require.  Recently we have seen an increase in needs and because of that, are in need of more 
help.  We’re currently facing having to turn folks away as early as next week! If you have a 
newsletter, groups you are a part of, email servers etc. to help spread the word, we am asking 
for it!  Here is some general information: 
  

We are looking for volunteers with reliable transportation to be available weekdays and be able 
to transport to locations in Cedar Rapids and Iowa City.  Clients served are 55 and older.  Some 
may have walkers to provide assistance but are able to take care of their own needs. Drivers are 
only responsible for the transportation, not to go in to appointments.  Volunteers will need to 
pass background checks.  Mileage reimbursement is provided for these trips.  If interested, 
inquiring minds should call the volunteer center at 319-560-0811. 
  

Thank you for your continued support of Jones County Volunteer Center! 
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Wednesday Evenings 6:00 pm Sunday Mornings at 8:30  Sunday Mornings at 10:30  

November 7 November 4 November 4 

Usher:  Confirmation Students  Usher:  Mark/Rhonda Bickford Usher:  CJ Sullivan Family 

Reader:  Confirmation Students Reader:  Sherri Evans or Tom Sabotta Reader: Paula Sisler 

Communion Prep:  Dorothy Wood  Communion Prep: Dee Ihlenfeldt Communion Prep:  Serge/Paula Sisler 

Communion Confirmation Students 
Communion Asst: Sherri Evans, Tom Sabot-
ta, Dee Ihlenfeldt 

Communion Asst: Paula Sisler, Aaron/
Deb Zumbach 

Power Point: Confirmation Students/Beth 
Hora 

Videographer: Conor Fortune Videographer: Ivan Lambertsen 

 Powerpoint: Conor Fortune Power Point: Nathan Hollett 
   

November 14  November 11 Novembr 11 

Usher: Ken/Pam Humpal Usher:  Don/Deb Hardersen Usher:  Rob Robertson Family 

Reader: Beth Hora Reader:  Don or Deb Hardersen Reader: Kristy Robertson 

Communion Prep: Ken/Pam Humpal 
Communion Prep: Jan Allaire, Verna Lew-
ison 

Communion Prep: Nancy Lyon-Douglas 

Communion Asst: Marge Bohlken/Beth 
Hora 

Communion Asst: Pete Bungum, Ed Gerst, 
Susan Koppenhaver 

Communion Asst: Nancy Lyon-Douglas, 
Darel/Seth Secrist  

Power Point:  Beth Hora Videographer: Denny Oltmann Videographer: Sebastian Goldsmith 

 Power Point: Grant Betzer Power Point:  Ruby Robertson 

   

November 21 November 18 November 18 
Usher: Jim/Eunice Conley Usher: Colin Stiffler, Jay Willems Usher:  Ben Coyle/Angie Rickles 

Reader:  Laura Secrist Reader:  Jay Willems Reader: Ben Coyle 

Communion Prep: Marlene Serbousek  Communion Prep: Nancy Stout Communion Prep:  Jeff/Barb Switzer 

Communion Asst: Eunice Conley/Darcie 
Tenley 

Communion Asst: Wayne/Becky Embree, 
Carol Stiffler 

Communion Asst: Clapp/Dales Families 

Power Point: Darcie Tenley Videographer: Grace/Grant Lubben Videographer: Logan Dales 

 Powerpoint: Grace/Grant Lubben Power Point:  Emma Dales 

   

November 28 November 25 November 25 

Usher: Gerald & Verna Stolte Usher: Dale/Pat Jensen Usher: Dan/Marilyn Lambertsen 

Reader:  Dorothy Postel Reader:  Jane Ortgies Reader: Dan or Marilyn Lambertsen 

Communion Prep: Gerald & Verna Stolte Communion Prep: Jim/Dorlores Albrecht Communion Prep: Amy Christianson 

Communion Asst: Summer Parks &  
Dorothy Postel 

Communion Asst: Don Harmon, Dave/Jane 
Ortgies 

Communion Asst: Ralph/Sandra An-
dresen, Amy Christianson 

Power Point: Myra Powell  Videographer: Conor Fortune Videographer: Drew Pate 

 Powerpoint: Conor Fortune Powerpoint: Samuel Kenny 

   

Communion Bread Bakers 
Elaine Stigen 
 
 
November Food Bank 
Myra Powell 

ATTENTION: Due to problems 
with expiration dates, we will no 
longer be collecting boxtops or 
Campbell Soup labels (company 
has dropped it’s program of this 
collection)  
 
We are collecting empty pill 
bottles only.  

Flowers on the Altar:  
November 4: Del & Marlene Prout 
November 11: C.E. Gerst 
November 18: Jan Allaire 
November 25:  
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Balances of St. Paul Bank Accounts as of 09/30/18: 
 

 

 
  

 

 
 
 

 

CHECKING SAVINGS 

General Fund Checking Acct. 
Beginning Balance $17,173.37 
Ending Balance      $10,057.28  

Budget Reserve Savings Acct. 
Beginning Balance $6,369.46 

Ending Balance $6,372.67 

Land Maint & Repair Checking Acct. 
Beginning Balance $4,594.57 

Ending Balance      $4,594.57 

  

Land Purchase Development Savings Acct. 
Beginning Balance $14,692.92 
Ending Balance     $14,785.67 

Luther League Checking Acct. 
Beginning Balance $2,692.03 
Ending Balance      $2,692.03 

  

Luther League Savings Acct. 
Beginning Balance $388.76 

Ending Balance      $388.76 

Seminary Support Checking Acct. 
Beginning Balance $809.05 

Ending Balance      $809.05 

  

Fidelity Savings Acct. 
Beginning Balance $0.00 

Ending Balance $0.00 

Mortgage Acct. 
Beginning Property Purchase Amount $258,250.00 

Mortgage Balance $ZERO 
100.0% Mortgage Paid 

ST PAUL DIRECTORY 
 
Staff 
Pastor Rodney Bluml 
(319)389-6153 
blumlwa@gmail.com 
 
Church Secretary: 
Lois Ocenosak 
(319) 462-4841 
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com 
 
Director of Discipleship Ministry: 
Ken Winter   (319) 462-4841 
Kenatstpaul@gmail.com 

Finanical Coordinator: 
Nancy Lyon Douglas   (319) 462-4841 
nildouglas@hotmail.com 
 
Children's and Youth Coordinator: 
Barb Wilson (319) 462-4841 
CYFMStPaulAnamosa@gmail.com 
 
Children’s Church: Linda Kenny 
 
 
Church Council: 
Council President: 
Colin Stiffler  (319) 462-6106 

Vice President: 
Doug Fairbanks    (319) 480-2484  
Council Secretary: 
Barb Wilson             (319) 462-2989 
Council Treasurer: 
Brian Darrow            (319) 489-4183 
 
Church Council members: 
Shawn Countryman   
Lori Reynolds               
Colin Stiffler                
Carlene Vavricek    
Tom Sabotta 
Stacie Sullivan      

Description of Performance on  
Operating Budget 

$ Actual to 
Budget 

$ to Break 
even 

Regular Giving Through Sept 30th $52,305.58 ↓ $13,437.58 

Average per month $17,435.19 ↓ 20.9% 

Expenses Through Sept 30, 2018 $65,449.42 ↑ $248.75 

Average Expenses per Month $21,816.47 ↑ .4% 

Annual Budgeted Amount $262,972.64     

Budget per Month $21,899.39     
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St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
103 East Cedar Street 

Anamosa, IA 52205 

Return Service Requested 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
          

   Wednesday: 
      6:00pm  
 

   Sunday: 
      8:30am Traditional Worship 
      9:30am  Coffee Hour 
     9:35am “Hot Topics” Studies 
    10:30am Contemporary Worship  
  (Children’s Sermon)  
 

 

If your birthday was omitted from this calendar, we may not have the date in our records. If you would like your birthday listed on our 
newsletter calendar, please call Lois at 462-4841 or email her at stpaulanamosa@gmail.com and she would be happy to include it. 
   

Pierce Fairbanks 1 

Jan Allaire  1 

Dale Jensen  1 

Noah Smith  1 

Enslee Steinberg 1 

Nancy Lyon-Douglas 2 

Gavin Austin  4 

Sarah Andresen  5 

Ben Coyle  6 

Coby Moore  7 

Dan Ludwig  7 

Sebastian Goldsmith 7 

Denny Oltmann  11 

Jody Fairbanks  13 

Kyle Folken  14 

Paige Loney  14 

Mike Plueger  15 

Gwen Becker  17 

Lynn Decious  17 

Jan Minzenmeyer 19 

Pete Bungum  20 

Bob Hora  21 

Lavern Ulferts  22 

Jill Heims  23 

Allison Winter  23 

Pat Merritt  25 

Sydney Heims  25 

Olivia Goodyear  27 

Karen Smith  29 

Lonnie Osterkamp 30 

Scott Lubben  30 

Connor Capron  30 

November Birthdays 


